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About using this catalogue

The titles in this catalogue were selected 
by their publishers and tagged with the 
subject areas where the books could be 
useful, and the grade level or levels they 
are appropriate for. This catalogue is 
meant to supplement the 2018 Book 
Bureau Authorized Learning Resource 
Catalogue. 

The books are also tagged to show what 
priority areas they respond to. Every book 
in the catalogue addresses one or more of 
the Nova Scotia Department of Education 
priority areas. 

The publishers of each book can provide 
more detailed information on the books in 
this catalogue, as well as sample copies 
for evaluation. Contact information is 
provided on the inside front cover of this 
catalogue. 

The catalogue was compiled from online 
information, and in some instances this 
was unavailable or incomplete. For those 
books, the publishers can provide any 
missing information.

This catalogue is organized

• by the first grade level identified by
the publisher

• then alphabetically by title.

This catalogue is available for download 
in PDF or browsing at 
www.atlanticpublishers.ca.
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Atlantic Publishers Priority Areas Learning Resources 2018: English Language Arts

Subject

JUVENILE NONFICTION / History /
Canada / General

Audience

Juvenile

Audience range

Age (years) from 7 - 10

Distributor

Nimbus Publishing

Notes

Priority Area Tags: race, ethnicity, 
language, gender, ability/disability, 
religion; sexual orientation, 
socioeconomic status, gender identity

Curriculum Subject: English Language 
Arts

Grade Level: 3-6

9781771085670

 English
7 x 9 x 0.3 in
136 pages
 Nimbus Publishing

100 Things You Don't Know About Atlantic Canada (for
Kids)
By (author) Sarah Sawler  
May 04, 2018 |  Paperback , Trade |

Did you know that you can walk on the ocean floor at the Hopewell Rocks in New
Brunswick? Or that there was once a UFO sighting in PEI? Or that someone found
a real Maud Lewis painting in a thrift shop? Journalist Sarah Sawler, author of the
bestselling 100 Things You Don't Know About Nova Scotia, has collected the most
interesting, surprising, and bizarre facts that you never knew about Atlantic
Canada, just for kids. 100 Things You Don't Know About Atlantic Canada (for
Kids) includes fun photos and helpful explanations that go with all the wacky and
weird trivia that is sure to entertain and educate. As an added bonus, each 'thing' is
paired with an interactive sidebar suggesting fun family activities, and places to
visit.

Contributor Bio
Sarah Sawler is the author of 100 Things You Don't Know About Nova Scotia. She
writes a monthly column for Atlantic Books Today called "Origin Stories," and her
freelance work appears regularly in Halifax Magazine and Atlantic Business
Magazine. She lives in Halifax with her partner, two children, one dog, one cat, and
one bearded dragon.

Reviews

"Sawler's book can be picked up and dived into at any point making it suitable for
reluctant readers (especially those addicted to world record and trivia style
books) and those requiring high interest paired with low vocabulary. The only
fault to be found is the "for kids" designation as this book will surely garner many
adult fans as well." —Canadian Review of Materials
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Atlantic Publishers Priority Areas Learning Resources 2018: English Language Arts

Subject

JUVENILE FICTION / Time Travel

Audience

Juvenile

Audience range

Age (years) from 4 - 8

Distributor

Nimbus Publishing

Notes

Priority Area Tags: language

Curriculum Subject: English Language 
Arts, Social Studies - History

Grade Level: P-2

9781771085694

 English
10 x 8 in
32 pages
 Nimbus Publishing

A Halifax Time-Travelling Tune
By (author) Jan Coates   ,  Illustrated by Marijke Simons  
Jun 30, 2018 |  Hardcover , Cloth |

Grandma closed the piano lid. "I love singing those old tunes with you. 
I wish you could have seen the Halifax I once knew."

This dreamy and whimsical story follows a young child who travels back in time to
1950s Halifax with a whimsical tune. Follow the pair through Point Pleasant Park,
the Public Gardens, Spring Garden Road, Citadel Hill, and other historic Halifax
landmarks, showing off all the sights and sounds of the city. With lively text from
Governor General's Literary Award finalist Jan Coates and vivid illustrations of
mid-century Halifax by Marijke Simons, A Halifax Time-Travelling Tune is bound
to conjure more than a few bedtime sing-a-longs.

Contributor Bio
Jan L. Coates is the author of several books for young readers, including The King
of Keji and A Hare in the Elephant's Trunk, which was a finalist for the Governor
General's Literary Award. She lives in Nova Scotia's beautiful Annapolis Valley,
with her husband, Don, and a Golden Irish named Charlie. When her kids, Liam and
Shannon, were little, they loved camping at Keji. Visit her at jancoates.ca.

Marijke Simons was born in Amsterdam in 1952 and two years later immigrated
with her parents to Montreal. After attending McGill University, she studied
teaching. In 1976 she moved to Nova Scotia to raise a family. In Halifax she
worked mainly as a French and art teacher. In 1988, she set up a small teaching
studio where she continues to teach art to children. She has illustrated a number
of books, including Who's a Scaredy Cat and wrote and illustrated The Flying
Squirrel Stowaways and Jigs and Reels: a Cruise in Maritime Waters.
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Atlantic Publishers Priority Areas Learning Resources 2018: English Language Arts

Subject

JUVENILE FICTION / Holidays &
Celebrations / Christmas & Advent

Audience

Juvenile

Audience range

Age (years) from 4 - 8

Distributor

UTP Distribution

Notes

Priority Area Tags: language

Curriculum Subject: English Language
Arts

Grade Level: P-2

9781771030502

 English
8 x 8 in
32 pages
 Breakwater Books Ltd.

A Moose Goes a-Mummering
By (author) Lisa Dalrymple   ,  Illustrated by David Sturge
Oct 01, 2014 |  Paperback , Trade |

In this Newfoundland "Twelve Days of Christmas," Chris Moose loves to go
mummering. But everyone, from 2 giggling geese to 12 blushing beavers, see
through his festive costume. With bobbles, lights and garlands, Chris' disguise
grows more and more elaborate until he begins to wonder if he will ever find a way
to keep his true identity from his friends!

Contributor Bio
Lisa Dalrymple lives in Fergus Ontario with her husband and their three children.
She has written other books for Creative, including If It's No Trouble... A Big Polar
Bear and Bubbly Troubly Polar Bear. Her picture book, Skink on the Brink, was a
Starred Selection in Best Books for Kids and Teens, Fall 2013 and it won the 2011
Writing for Children Award of The Writers' Union of Canada.

David Sturge is a graphic designer and illustrator who was born and raised in St.
John's, Newfoundland where he currently resides. He studied commercial art and
graphic design at The College of The North Atlantic. David has previously
illustrated, On Poppy's Beach (Creative, 2013).

Reviews

"If It's No Trouble ... A Big Polar Bear" is still a rib-tickling adventure that children
and grown-ups will enjoy following.And readers, adult ones especially, will
appreciate how the book incorporates aspects of Newfoundland and Labrador's
heritage and culture. (Review for If it's no Trouble, A Big Polar Bear. Darrell
Squires, The Western Star

" The bright cheerful illustrations help create a sense of playfulness and whimsy,
and the story begs to be read aloud with its litany of falling, prancing and
squelching critters who each find some new item to Chris's costume. While
youngsters will love the familiarity of the format, they will equally enjoy the new
element that Chris Moose brings to this timeless classic." Lisa Doucet, Atlantic
Books Today
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Atlantic Publishers Priority Areas Learning Resources 2018: English Language Arts

Subject

JUVENILE FICTION / Family /
General

Audience

General Trade

Distributor

UTP Distribution

Notes

Priority Area Tags: language

Curriculum Subject: English Language
Arts

Grade Level: P-2

9781771030823

 English
8.06 x 10 x 0.12 in
32 pages
 Breakwater Books Ltd.

Picnic at the Lighthouse, A
By (author) Rebecca North   ,  Illustrated by Nancy Keating
May 01, 2016 |  Paperback , UK Trade |

A Picnic at the Lighthouse is the heartwarming story of a young boy and his father
who spend a fun-filled day together at a lighthouse. The book is about the special
moments they share and the depth of a parent's love.

Contributor Bio
Rebecca North is a Canadian children's author. Originally from Halifax, Nova
Scotia, she now lives in St. John's, Newfoundland.
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Atlantic Publishers Priority Areas Learning Resources 2018: English Language Arts

Subject

JUVENILE FICTION / Humorous
Stories

Audience

Juvenile

Audience range

Age (years) from 5 - 9

Distributor

Flanker Press

Notes

Priority Area Tags: language

Curriculum Subject: English Language
Arts

Grade Level: P-2

9781771176743

 English
9 x 9 in
32 pages
 Pennywell Press
 Flanker Press

A Toot in the Tub
By (author) Nicolette Little   ,  Illustrated by Tara Fleming  
Jun 20, 2018 |  Paperback , Digest |

A Toot in the Tub offers a lighthearted, rhymed look at the importance of “healthful
release” for kids. While upholding the importance of being kind to others, A Toot in
the Tub pokes gentle fun at society’s expectations and rules for children, while
urging young readers to never let such pressure take the fun out of life! Tooting in
the bath is a metaphor for letting go, reminding us all in a giggle-worthy way that
sometimes it’s okay to just be a kid!

Contributor Bio
Nicolette Little grew up in Oakville, Ontario, and has since lived, studied, and 
taught in several Canadian provinces and territories. She holds two degrees in 
English literature, from the University of Toronto (B.A. Hons.) and Dalhousie 
University (M.A.) and taught literary studies at Ontario’s Sheridan College, where 
she was awarded the “Everyday Hero” Professor’s Award (2016). As the founder of 
The English Mechanic writing company, she writes scripts, speeches, articles, and 
other content for an array of clients and publications. Currently, Nicolette teaches 
critical media studies at the University of Calgary, where she is also pursuing her 
Ph.D. At the end of a busy day, she loves to roam the nearby Rocky Mountains with 
her “wonder dog,” Eloise, as well, of course, as soak in the tub . . .
Tara Fleming is a freelance illustrator and a graphic designer who works primarily 
in the film and television industry. She was born in Portsmouth, England, and now 
resides in St. John’s, Newfoundland and Labrador. 
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Atlantic Publishers Priority Areas Learning Resources 2018: English Language Arts

Subject

JUVENILE FICTION / Stories in
Verse

Audience

Juvenile

Audience range

Reading age from 6 - 12

Distributor

UTP Distribution

Notes

Priority Area Tags: language,
socieconomic status;

Curriculum Subject: English Language
Arts, Science, Social Studies

Grade Level: 3-6

9781550816754

 English
7.5 x 9 x 0.1 in
32 pages
 Breakwater Books Ltd.

All Around the Circle
By (author) Cara Kansala  
Apr 01, 2017 |  Paperback , Trade |

From the creator of The Grumpy Goat Gallery. A visually stunning, often humorous
book of verse, All Around the Circle celebrates the landscape and spirit of outport
Newfoundland. How did Aunt Maud’s cat manage to sail across the tickle? Why is
Heloise the chicken so worried? With a colourful cast of characters, tall tales, and
vibrant artwork, Cara Kansala, artist of the wildly popular Grumpy Goat Gallery,
offers a tongue-twisting playful read that will delight kids from five to ninety-five.

Contributor Bio

Born in Northern Ontario, Cara Kansala now calls Newfoundland home. A full-
time visual artist, she created the well-known “Grumpy Goat Gallery” with
Maxwell Dorey in 2006. Known for her whimsical depictions of familiar
Newfoundland sights and her passionate oils, Cara draws constant inspiration
from the rugged landscape and energetic spirit of the people she encounters.
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Atlantic Publishers Priority Areas Learning Resources 2018: English Language Arts

Subject

JUVENILE FICTION / Social Themes
/ Special Needs

Audience

General Trade

Audience range

Age (years) from 6 - 10, Grade (US)
from 2 - 5, Reading age from 5 - 7

Reading Levels

Lexile measure: 590

Distributor

Formac Lorimer Book Distributing
Ltd.

Distributor

Lerner Publisher Services

Notes

Priority Area Tags: ability/disability

Curriculum Subject: English Language
Arts

Grade Level: P-3

9781459504295

 English
 20 b&w illustrations
5 x 7.5 x 1 in
96 pages
 Formac
 Formac Publishing Company Limited

The Secret Games of Maximus Todd

Big Game Jitters
By (author) L. M. Nicodemo   ,  Illustrated by Graham Ross  
Aug 01, 2016 |  Hardcover , Paper over boards |

Best Books for Kids & Teens -- Canadian Children's Book Centre
2017, Commended

Meet Maximus Todd! He's the kid who can't sit still! It's the soccer championship
and Max's team is playing the school bully's team. Of course, as soon as the match
starts, Max gets a case of the Super Fidgets. If Max can't invent a secret game to
calm them, it might cost his team the championship.

Max finds that while it's not always easy being a kid — especially if you're a bit
different — there is often humour, kindness and love in the most unexpected
places.

Contributor Bio

L. M. NICODEMO is a school teacher who hopes that this series will mark the
beginning of a long and joyful career in writing. She lives with her family in
southwestern Ontario

GRAHAM ROSS is an illustrator and designer who has illustrated many books for
a wide range of Canadian children?s book publishers. He lives in a log home in the
woods with his family just outside of Merrickville, Ontario.

Reviews

"With+a+quirky main character and a relatable plot of childhood mishaps, Big
Game Jitters is a pleasing read for young readers who are moving away from
picture books and into short novels with chapters. Featuring fun artwork and
typography, this engaging early chapter book is sure to please. The simple yet
effective black and white illustrations by Graham Ross help bring the characters
and major plot points to life. Although some readers may yearn for a colour
edition, the simplicity of the drawings allows the story to be the standout and
helps emphasize that Maximus Todd could be any student, of any race or ethnic
background, in any school. Part of a larger series, Big Game Jitters offers not only
a glimpse into being the kid who is a little bit different, but it also exemplifies
authentic friendships offering compassion, kindness and understanding. Readers
are certain to not only like Maximus Todd but also develop a genuine empathy for
those who struggle in ways that aren't always apparent at first glance.
Recommended."
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Atlantic Publishers Priority Areas Learning Resources 2018: English Language Arts

Subject

JUVENILE FICTION / Historical /
Canada / General

Audience

Juvenile

Audience range

Age (years) from 4 - 8

Distributor

Nimbus Publishing Ltd.

Notes

Priority Area Tags: socioeconomic
status

Curriculum Subject: English Language
Arts, Social Studies - History

Grade Level: P-3

9781927502334

 English
9 x 8 in
48 pages
 Acorn Press

Born !
A Foal, Five Kittens and Confederation
By (author) Deirdre Kessler   ,  Illustrated by Brenda Jones  
Jul 28, 2014 |  Hardcover

Award-winning children's author Deirdre Kessler has set her latest story in the late
summer of 1864. Nine-year-old twins Gabriel and Grace help their parents run the
Great George Street Livery Stables in Charlottetown. They are part of all the
excitement as a circus comes to town and as politicians arrive by steamship from
the Maritimes and the Provinces of Upper and Lower Canada. The twins have
drawing lessons with their friend, fourteen-year-old artist Robert Harris, who
plays in the band that entertains the delegates at a grand banquet and ball at
Province House. But the twins are most excited about their favourite horse, who is
about to give birth to her first foal. Travel back in time to the streets of
Charlottetown for an insider's peek at the meetings that led to Confederation,
beautifully illustrated by award-winning illustrator, Brenda Jones.

Contributor Bio
Deirdre Kessler teaches creative writing and children's literature at the University
of Prince Edward Island. She is the author of five children's novels, including the
Canadian Children's Book Centre Award–winning Brupp Rides Again, and six
other picture books, including perennial favourites Lobster in My Pocket and Lena
and the Whale.

Brenda Jones grew up in Prince Edward Island and now works as an artist at a
Montreal animation studio. She has illustrated many books, including Buddy the
Bluenose Reindeer, My Mother is Weird and Hockey Night Tonight.
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Atlantic Publishers Priority Areas Learning Resources 2018: English Language Arts

Subject

JUVENILE FICTION / Fairy Tales &
Folklore / General

Audience

General Trade

Distributor

UTP Distribution

Notes

Priority Area Tags: language

Curriculum Subject: English Language
Arts

Grade Level: P-2

9780920911143

 English
8.75 x 12.25 in
32 pages
 Breakwater Books Ltd.

Borrowed Black
A Labrador Fantasy
By (author) Ellen Obed Bryan   ,  Illustrated by Jan Mogensen  
May 12, 2005 |  Hardcover , Printed dust jacket |

The twenty-fifth anniversary edition of Borrowed Black tells the story of an
imaginary creature who lives on the coast of Labrador. He borrows everything
from his surroundings -- even the wind fuels his very existence. When his greed
spurs him to borrow the moon, which he shatters, the land becomes veiled in
darkness. Luckily, local sailors come together, return the wind to the air and the
moon to the sky, and show us how courage can overcome greed. Borrowed Black
has been printed in eleven countries, and has been translated into seven languages,
including Innu and Innuit. It has also been used in the Labrador school system.
Breathtaking, full colour illustrations by Jan Mogensen perfectly complement this
classic tale.

Key Themes: Myth, Greed, Imagination

Contributor Bio

Labrador is the setting for most of the fantasy, poetry, and natural history of
children’s writer, Ellen Bryan Obed. Borrowed Black - A Labrador Fantasy has
been translated into seven languages and appeared in thirteen different editions
including a 25th anniversary edition in 2005. Her poetry has appeared in
Chickadee magazine and on city buses as part of the Metroverse project. Obed
spent ten years (and many more summers) in Labrador where she taught school,
researched the flora, and raised three children. She presently lives with her
husband in the company of fields and woods in, Dover-Foxcroft, Maine, where
she writes on subjects of natural history and the north.

Reviews

“In Borrowed Black by Ellen Bryan Obed the setting, the wild and isolated shore
of Labrador, is supremely important.” -Books in Canada

“The twenty-fifth anniversary edition of Borrowed Black is beautifully illustrated
with subdued watercolour hues of blue, gray and brown highlighted with white.
Borrowed Black is an engaging folk tale.” –Canadian Review of Materials
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Atlantic Publishers Priority Areas Learning Resources 2018: English Language Arts

Subject

JUVENILE FICTION / General

Audience

General Trade

Distributor

Nimbus Publishing Ltd.

Notes

Priority Area Tags: socioeconomic
status

Curriculum Subject: English Language
Arts

Grade Level: P-3

9781927502150

 English
5.25 x 7.5 x 0.25 in
74 pages
 Acorn Press

Bubba Begonia and the Bully
By (author) Gerry O'Brien   ,  Illustrated by Dale McNevin  
Oct 08, 2013 |  Paperback , Trade |

It was the first day of school and Bubba Begonia felt great. Then - SPLAT! Bubba
meets his new classmate Stinky Biggs. He also meets a stalking crow, a pair of
puppets who speak Wabatawbee, a skunk named Chiclet, a Flying Bag of Doom,
and a dog with gas. He accidentally robs a bank, he's called a 'hero' and is given a
reward. He has the worst birthday party ever, sees his favourite teacher dripping
with egg, buys a wedding cake that tastes like 'looove', saves a bully's butt and
nearly ends up in the slammer. This can't be good, can it?

Contributor Bio
Gerry O’Brien has written three other books in the Bubba Begonia series, all 
published by the Acorn Press. He has also written two prize-winning picture books. 
As well, Gerry is the lyricist on three songs co-written with Tom Szczesniak and Ray 
Parker for Nelvana Productions in Toronto. One is featured in a Franklin The Turtle 
movie, another is the theme song for the children’s TV series called
“Corduroy Bear” and the third is sung by Funshine Bear in the Care Bear movie Care 
Bears and The Journey to Joke A Lot. Gerry also has a poem entitled “Tis The 
Season” in Canadian poems for Canadian Kids [edited by Jen Hamilton published by 
Subway Books, Vancouver. Formerly of the Argyle Shore in Prince Edward Island, he 
now makes his home in Kitchener, Ontario, where he lives with his wife, Loretta. Visit 
him at his website gerryobrien.ca or email him at gerryob@gmail.com.
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Atlantic Publishers Priority Areas Learning Resources 2018: English Language Arts

Subject

JUVENILE FICTION /
Transportation / Railroads & Trains

Audience

Juvenile

Audience range

Age (years) from 5 - 8

Distributor

Flanker Press

Notes

Priority Area Tags: language

Curriculum Subject: English Language
Arts

Grade Level: 3-6

9781771174565

 English
8 x 10 x 0.31 in
20 pages
 Pennywell Books
 Flanker Press

Bullet the New Steam Engine
By (author) Dwayne LaFitte   , Illustrated by Thérèse Cilia  
Apr 19, 2016 | Hardcover
All aboard! Join Bullet, a new steam engine, on his first journey across Newfoundland! Along the way he meets a 
herd of caribou, helps rescue fishermen, experiences the northern lights, and safely travels through the Wreckhouse 
area to arrive in Port aux Basques! Told in vignettes showcasing some of the more well-known and picturesque areas 
along the route of the pre-Confederation Newfoundland Railway, Bullet the New Steam Engine is a beautiful 
children's book that will be treasured by families for years to come.
Contributor Bio

Dwayne LaFitte was born in Labrador and grew up in the outport community of Port au 
Port on the west coast of Newfoundland. After high school, he moved to St. John's where 
he earned a bachelor of arts degree from Memorial University. During his studies, he 
became a passionate supporter and activist for numerous charities. He is an experienced 
guide and survivalist, and he has a fascination with the outdoors. He has worked as an 
educator and researcher, and he has been employed in publishing in various capacities. 
His career path eventually led him to the Government of Canada, where he now works as 
a program officer assisting employers, youth, and seniors. Dwayne is the author of Over 
by the Harbour, an illustrated children's book whose royalties he continues to donate to 
the Janeway Children's Hospital. He currently resides in Mount Pearl with his wife, 
Twila, and son, Liam.
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Atlantic Publishers Priority Areas Learning Resources 2018: English Language Arts

Subject

JUVENILE FICTION / Animals / Cats

Audience

Juvenile

Distributor

Nimbus Publishing Ltd

Notes

Priority Area Tags: race, ethnicity

Curriculum Subject: English Language
Arts

Grade Level: P-3

9781551093338

 English
8 x 8 x 0.13 in
40 pages
 Nimbus Publishing

The Cat From Kosovo
By (author) MaryJane Hampton   ,  Illustrated by Tamara Thiébaux-Heikalo  
Sep 24, 2001 |  Paperback , Trade |

Shortlisted for Hackmatack 2003, Short-listed

When the conflict between Serbs & Albanians becomes intense, a young couple
from Kosovo decide to leave their home. Their young cat does too, and this story of
triumph and generosity touches the heart.

Contributor Bio

Tamara Thiébeaux Heikalo is the illustrator of six books for children, including
Driftwood Dragons and The Cat from Kosovo. She has been an artist from very
early on in her life, creating whimsical, caricatural, and realistic imagery.
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Atlantic Publishers Priority Areas Learning Resources 2018: English Language Arts

Subject

JUVENILE FICTION / Action &
Adventure / General

Audience

Juvenile

Distributor

Nimbus Publishing Ltd.

Notes

Priority Area Tags: language

Curriculum Subject: English Language
Arts, Social Studies - History

Grade Level: 4-6

9781771083829

 English
5 x 7.5 x 0.45 in
140 pages
 Nimbus Publishing

Chasing the Phantom Ship
By (author) Deborah Toogood  
Apr 15, 2016 |  Paperback , Trade |

Hackmatack Children's Choice Book Awards (English Fiction) 2018,
Short-listed

Matt Simmons has two weeks left of summer before starting grade six. He wants
to enjoy that time with his best friends, Danny and Emma, but has to include his
younger cousin Adam who is visiting. Trapped on a sandbar in the middle of the
night, Matt and Adam see a ghostly, burning schooner before a silent old man
rescues them. Matt is determined to unravel the mystery and reluctantly lets
Adam join in. With Danny and Emma, they visit Danny’s grandpa, a retired sea
captain. He warns them to leave the ghosts and mysteries of the sea alone, but the
four friends ignore him. Setting out on a midnight boat trip to find the phantom
ship, even little Adam proves a useful part of the team. But how dangerous is the
ship, and who else is lurking in the waters of the Northumberland Strait?

Contributor Bio

Deborah Toogood recently retired as an English-language teacher. Growing up in
New Brunswick, she spent her summers on the beach with her brothers. In later
years, she enjoyed summers on the Northumberland shore of Nova Scotia with
her two children. Chasing the Phantom Ship is her first novel. She lives in Halifax.
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Atlantic Publishers Priority Areas Learning Resources 2018: English Language Arts

Subject

JUVENILE NONFICTION / Poetry /
General

Audience

Juvenile

Distributor

Nimbus Publishing Ltd.

Notes

Priority Area Tags: race

Curriculum Subject: English Language
Arts, African Canadian Studies 

Grade Level: P-3

9781771084048

 English
8.5 x 11 in
32 pages
 Nimbus Publishing

City Speaks in Drums
By (author) Shauntay Grant   ,  Illustrated by Susan Tooke  
Apr 30, 2016 |  Paperback , Trade |

Available for the first time in paperback, the award-winning The City Speaks in
Drums follows two boys from North End Halifax as they explore their
neighbourhood and the city beyond, finding music everywhere. At the skate park,
by the Public Gardens, down Spring Garden Road, and on the boardwalk, drums
and saxophones and dancers and basketballs create the jumbled, joyful, pulsing
rhythm of Halifax. Shauntay Grant's playful spoken word-style poem and Susan
Tooke's vivid illustrations create a wildly energetic and appealing journey through
the big, bright city.

Contributor Bio
Shauntay Grant is a writer, spoken word performer, broadcast journalist, and
musician. She was Halifax’s third poet laureate (2009–2010). She is the author of
The City Speaks in Drums and Up Home, which won the 2008 Atlantic Book Award
for Best Atlantic Published Book and was shortlisted for the 2010 Hackmatack
Children’s Choice Book Awards. Shauntay lives in Halifax, Nova Scotia.

Susan Tooke is an award-winning artist and children's book illustrator whose
work has been exhibited across North America. In 2003, she received the Halifax
Mayor's Award for Illustration, and she is a three-time winner of the Lillian
Sheppard Memorial Award for Excellence in Illustration, for Full Moon Rising, Up
Home, and The City Speaks in Drums. She lives in Halifax. Visit Susan Tooke's art
blog.
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Atlantic Publishers Priority Areas Learning Resources 2018: English Language Arts

Subject

JUVENILE FICTION / Sports &
Recreation / Soccer

Audience

Juvenile

Audience range

Age (years) from 8 - 13, Grade (US)
from 3 - 8

Distributor

James Lorimer & Company Ltd.,
Publishers

Distributor

James Lorimer & Company Ltd.,
Publishers

Notes

Priority Area Tags: ethnicity

Curriculum Subject: English Language
Arts, Health Education, Physical
Education

Grade Level: 4-6

9781552778357

 English
5 x 7.75 x 0.25 in
144 pages
 Lorimer
 James Lorimer & Company Ltd.,

Publishers

Lorimer Sports Stories 66

Corner Kick
By (author) Bill Swan
Aug 10, 2011 |  Electronic book text , PDF , Digest |

Michael Strike is captain of both the school soccer and chess teams. He's got his
eye on fellow soccer player and overachiever Miriah, the founder of the youth
organization War Orphans of the World. Miriah is quick to befriend a new student,
Zahir Jamiat, who has recently moved from the Middle East, but Michael sees the
newcomer as a rival. When Michael works up to confronting Zahir, he discovers
they have more in common that he initially thought. 
Corner Kick is a much-needed story of tolerance and friendship.

Contributor Bio
BILL SWAN has worked as a journalism teacher, editor and newspaper columnist.
His first three novels, Fast Finish, Mud Run, and Off Track are highly
recommended by CM Magazine: Canadian Review of Materials. Mud Run was
nominated for a Manitoba Young Readers' Choice Award. He is also the author of
Corner Kick. He lives in Courtice, Ontario with his wife and daughter.
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Atlantic Publishers Priority Areas Learning Resources 2018: English Language Arts

Subject

JUVENILE FICTION / Humorous
Stories

Audience

Juvenile

Audience range

Age (years) from 5 - 8, Grade (US)
exact 2, Reading age from 6 - 7

Reading Levels

Lexile measure: 660L

Distributor

Formac Lorimer Book Distributing
Ltd.

Distributor

Lerner Publisher Services

Notes

Priority Area Tags: ability/disability

Curriculum Subject: English Language
Arts

Grade Level: P-2

9781459505063

 English
 b&w illustrations
5 x 7.5 x 0.5 in
96 pages
 Formac
 Formac Publishing Company Limited

Be Brave, Morgan!

Daredevil Morgan
By (author) Ted Staunton   ,  Illustrated by Bill Slavin  
Feb 01, 2018 |  Hardcover , Paper over boards |

It's Fall Fair time again and Morgan is sure his homegrown pumpkin will take first
prize. But when Aldeen drops his pumpkin and it smashes, he gets angry and
challenges her to a bumper car war. Aldeen has other ideas and counters with a
dare to ride the Asteroid Belt, a big-kid rollercoaster. Can Morgan save face and
be brave enough to try?

With a situation young readers will recognize and enjoy, and a character they can
easily identify with, this is a book that will appeal to kids starting to read on their
own. The dyslexia-friendly features of the book include easier-to-read
typography, page layout, and reduced-contrast paper stock, along with
illustrations on every double-page spread that enhance the text.

Contributor Bio

TED STAUNTON has written numerous books for young people, including books
featuring Morgan and his group of friends.

BILL SLAVIN is a celebrated illustrator who lives in Millbrook, Ontario. He has
illustrated over 40 books for children, including The Cat Came Back.

Reviews

"Once again, scaredy-cat Morgan's story is a relatable one . . . Overall, Daredevil
Morgan is a fine addition to the Be Brave, Morgan! series." - Alice Albarda,
Resource Links
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Atlantic Publishers Priority Areas Learning Resources 2018: English Language Arts

Subject

JUVENILE FICTION / Action &
Adventure / General

Audience

Juvenile

Audience range

Age (years) from 4 - 8

Distributor

UTP Distribution

Notes

Priority Area Tags: language

Curriculum Subject: English Language
Arts, Science

Grade Level: P-2

9781771031028

 English
8 x 10 x 0 in
32 pages
 Breakwater Books Ltd.

Elliott and the Impossible Fish
By (author) Rebecca North   ,  Illustrated by Laurel Keating
Apr 01, 2017 |  Paperback , Trade |

Prepare for adventure on the high seas! Elliot wants to catch the biggest fish that
anyone has ever seen. After making a wish, he finds himself on the ocean with a
chance to catch the big one. On his journey, different animals try to teach him to
fish like they do. Even when things seem impossible, Elliot never gives up.Rebecca
North is the author of A Picnic at the Lighthouse. Rebecca grew up in Halifax, Nova
Scotia and now lives in Kingston, Ontario. She is the mother of a young child and
spends many hours reading and re-reading picture books. You can find her online
at www.rebeccanorth.ca or on Twitter as @RebeccaNorth11.

Contributor Bio
Rebecca North is the author of A Picnic at the Lighthouse. Rebecca grew up in
Halifax, Nova Scotia and now lives in Kingston, Ontario. She is the mother of a
young child and spends many hours reading and re-reading picture books. You can
find her online at www.rebeccanorth.ca or on Twitter as @RebeccaNorth11.

Reviews

Elliot's grand aspirations make for a charming tale of childhood longing - Atlantic
Books Today
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Atlantic Publishers Priority Areas Learning Resources 2018: English Language Arts

Subject

BIOGRAPHY & AUTOBIOGRAPHY /
Personal Memoirs

Audience

General Trade

Distributor

Nimbus Publishing Ltd.

Notes

Priority Area Tags: race, ethnicity,
language, gender, socioeconomic status

Curriculum Subject: Social Studies,
English Language Arts

Grade Level: 4-6, 7-9

9781927097403

 English
7.5 x 8.5 in
84 pages
 MacIntyre Purcell Publishing

Eva and Me
By (author) Eva MacIntyre   ,  By (author) John MacIntyre  
Jun 23, 2014 |  Paperback , Trade |

How radically lives can be altered by sudden twists of fate . . . by luck . . . by
backroom politics in a darkened corridor in Beijing. From an orphanage in
Guongdong, South China and the 13,000 kilometre (8,000 mile) journey to a
village on Nova Scotia’s south shore, this is just one story in what was the largest
exodus of children from a single country in the history of mankind. This is the
story of Eva and Me.

Contributor Bio
John MacIntyre is a journalist, a writer, and an editor. His work has appeared in the
Globe and Mail, Montreal Gazette, and Canadian Lawyer, and he writes a
syndicated column, "Figuratively Speaking," which appears in more than 70
newspapers in the United States and Canada. He lives in Lunenburg, Nova Scotia.
Janice Wells is a well-known Newfoundland and Labrador writer, a columnist for
the Western Star, and the author of Another Splash of the Gin & Tonic Gardener,
Definitely Not Martha Stewart, Frank Moores: The Time of His Life, and The Gin &
Tonic Gardener.
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Atlantic Publishers Priority Areas Learning Resources 2018: English Language Arts

Subject

JUVENILE FICTION / Social Themes
/ Depression & Mental Illness

Audience

Juvenile

Audience range

Age (years) from 4 - 8

Distributor

Nimbus Publishing

Notes

Priority Area Tags: race, ethnicity,
language, gender, ability/disability,
religion; sexual orientation,
socioeconomic status, gender identity

Curriculum Subject: Health Eduation,
English Language Arts

Grade Level: P-2

9781771086004

 English
8 x 10 x 0.25 in
32 pages
 Nimbus Publishing

EveryBody's Different on EveryBody Street
By (author) Sheree Fitch   ,  Illustrated by Emma Fitzgerald  
Apr 04, 2018 |  Hardcover , Trade , Picture book |

If ever you go travelling 
On EveryBody Street
You'll see EveryBody's Different
Than EveryOne you meet

Sheree Fitch's playful words lead you into this beautiful children's book and invite
you to celebrate our gifts, our weaknesses, our differences, and our sameness.
Fitch displays her wit and mastery of words in quick, rollicking rhymes that are
complemented by Emma Fitzgerald's lively illustrations. EveryBody's Different
on EveryBody Street was originally produced in 2001 as a fundraiser to
commemorate the 10th Anniversary of the Festival of Trees in support of the
Nova Scotia Hospital and to raise awareness for mental illness and addiction.

Contributor Bio

Sheree Fitch is an award-winning poet, storyteller, and educator. Her picture
books, novels, and plays have delighted both children and adults since 1987.
Sheree lives with her husband, Gilles, in River John, Nova Scotia, on their hobby
farm, Happy Doodle Do, with a donkey, a dog, a cat, and a few other critters. They
run a seasonal book store, Mabel Murple's Book Shoppe and Dreamery, which
highlights storytelling, literacy, Atlantic Canadian books and writers. Visit her at
shereefitch.com.

Emma FitzGerald was born in Lesotho, a small mountainous kingdom in Southern
Africa, to Irish parents. She grew up in Vancouver, but now calls Halifax home. She
wrote and illustrated Hand Drawn Halifax and Sketch by Sketch Along Nova
Scotia's South Shore, and is currently working on Hand Drawn Vancouver. She is
thrilled to lend her drawing skills to EveryBody's Different on EveryBody Street.

Reviews

"With a style reminiscent of Quentin Blake, FitzGerald's illustrations of people
letting their freak flag fly complement Fitch's exuberant, playful, and poignant
rhymes." —Quill & Quire (Toronto, ON)

"Fitch's lyrical prose is enhanced by the very beautiful illustrations of Emma
FitzGerald. The illustrations are done in bold and bright colors, and are very rich
in detail which provides a superb backdrop for this poem about individual
differences." —Canadian Materials Magazine (Winnipeg, MB)
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Atlantic Publishers Priority Areas Learning Resources 2018: English Language Arts

Subject

JUVENILE FICTION / General

Audience

Juvenile

Distributor

Nimbus Publishing Ltd.

Notes

Priority Area Tags: religion 

Curriculum Subject: English Language
Arts

Grade Level: P-3

9781894838979

 English
6 x 9 x 0.13 in
48 pages
 Acorn Press

Fairies on My Island
By (author) Shaun Patterson   ,  Illustrated by Christina Patterson  
May 15, 2013 |  Paperback , Trade |

If you look closely, maybe you too can discover the world of fairies. Get ready for
Shaun and Christina Patterson to take you into a magical worlds of Fairies. A place
where silliness and fun are just as important as being true to yourself and taking
care of nature. The Pattersons have traveled far and wide on Prince Edward Island
to uncover the secret world of fairies. Join them now as they discover the world of
fairies. Complete with instructions to make your own fairies, this book is a true
guide to many of the fairies you will see on your search.

Contributor Bio

With a BFA and MBA, Shaun Patterson’s professional experience working in the 
creative field has taken him from designing multimedia collateral for Fortune 500 
companies to creating art and producing video games for some internationally 
recognizable brands such as Six Flags, A&E and National Geographic. As a 
freelancer Shaun has produced high quality pieces of art and illustration ranging 
from children’s books, album covers, board game art and numerous private 
commissions. Shaun works both traditionally and digitally, and has a real love for 
doing genre work. Originally hailing from Barrie Ontario, Shaun and his wife 
Christina (also an artist) have made P.E.I. their home over the last five years and 
find the island to be a constant source of inspiration for them. Visit his website at 
www.shaunpatterson.com.
Christina Patterson has won numerous awards and competitions for her artwork 
including receiving the People's Choice Award for Open Air III in London, Ontario.
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Atlantic Publishers Priority Areas Learning Resources 2018: English Language Arts

Subject

JUVENILE FICTION / Social Themes
/ Special Needs

Audience

General Trade

Audience range

Age (years) from 6 - 10, Grade (US)
from 2 - 5, Reading age from 5 - 7

Reading Levels

Lexile measure: 580

Distributor

Formac Lorimer Book Distributing
Ltd.

Distributor

Lerner Publisher Services

Notes

Priority Area Tags: ability/disability

Curriculum Subject: English Language
Arts

Grade Level: P-3

9781459504349

 English
 20 b&w illustrations
5 x 7.5 x 1 in
96 pages
 Formac
 Formac Publishing Company Limited

The Secret Games of Maximus Todd

Flu Shot Fidgets
By (author) L. M. Nicodemo   ,  Illustrated by Graham Ross  
Aug 01, 2016 |  Hardcover , Paper over boards |

Meet Maximus Todd! He's the kid who can't sit still! Max calms his fears about
getting a needle at the doctor's office by playing a game that involves all the
animals on the farm. Can he make it out of the office without everyone thinking
he's coming down with more than the fidgets?

Max finds that while it's not always easy being a kid -- especially if you're a bit
different -- there is often humour, kindness and love in the most unexpected
places.

Contributor Bio

L. M. NICODEMO is a school teacher who hopes that this series will mark the
beginning of a long and joyful career in writing. She lives with her family in
southwestern Ontario

GRAHAM ROSS is an illustrator and designer who has illustrated many books for
a wide range of Canadian children?s book publishers. He lives in a log home in the
woods with his family just outside of Merrickville, Ontario.

Reviews

"The+target audience will surely have no trouble relating to the storylines. The 
blend of fun graphics by Graham Ross, with varying sizes and designs of text in the 
quickly paced 96 pages, will be appealing to both beginning and reluctant readers.
The series is written by a teacher who clearly has insight into the mind of a child 
who feels the type of anxiety that Max does, presumably because she has 
encountered some throughout her career. While it may be rare to have a child as 
young as Max display the self-awareness and strength of will that he does, 
perhaps these books will serve as inspiration to children facing the same 
difficulties with their own Super Fidgets.
The four books were published concurrently for Formac's First Novels Series, in a 
format that should prove to be attractive to young readers."
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Atlantic Publishers Priority Areas Learning Resources 2018: English Language Arts

Subject

JUVENILE FICTION / People &
Places / Canada / General

Audience

Juvenile

Audience range

Age (years) from 8 - 12

Distributor

Nimbus Publishing

Notes

Priority Area Tags: language

Curriculum Subject: Social Studies,
Science, English Language Arts

Grade Level: 3-6, P-2

9780995938458

 English
5.5 x 8 x 0.16 in
80 pages
 Chocolate River Publishing

Follow the Goose Butt to Nova Scotia
By (author) Odette Barr   ,  By (author) Colleen Landry   ,  By (author) Beth
Weatherbee   ,  Illustrated by Odette Barr  
Sep 18, 2018 |  Paperback , Trade |

Camelia, the Canada goose with the faulty GPS (Goose Positioning System) is on
the move again. This time she travels throughout the province of Nova Scotia with
her eccentric Aunt, a photojournalist with the CGBC (Canada Goose
Broadcasting Corporation).

While Aunt Tillie gathers stories of interest, Camelia meets many new friends
including Spike the Cape D'Or porcupine, Piper the spring peeper from
Kejimkujik, Larry the leatherback turtle, Cindy Crowsby the famous hockey
player, and Willow the bookworm donkey. A host of other colourful characters
entertain them and offer maritime hospitality.

As usual, Camelia gets distracted and lost several times. She is stranded on a
beach with a Digby scallop; accidently whisked away to Sable Island on the
famous Bluenose schooner; and worst of all, Camelia is lost in a pea soup fog on
the Northumberland Strait and wonders if she'll ever find her favourite Aunt
again. Camelia must summon all her courage and wits to find her way. Can she do
it?

The humour in the first book in the series Follow the Goose Butt, Camelia
Airheart! turned out to be very popular with middle school and up even though it
was originally aimed at the grade two three level. The prequel picture book Take
off to Tantramar was shortlisted for the Wendy Kitts Memorial Award.

Contributor Bio

Odette Barr (author/illustrator) is a teacher in New Brunswick's Anglophone
School District-East.

Odette has illustrated a number of nature-themed guidebooks for Fundy
National Park. Her passion and inspiration for her writing and art comes from her
love of nature and the environment. She worked for many years as an interpretive
naturalist for Environment Canada before turning to teaching in the traditional
indoor classroom. Odette spent 10 years teaching Inuit students in Nunavut.

Colleen Landry (author) is a teacher in New Brunswick's Anglophone School
District-East.
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Atlantic Publishers Priority Areas Learning Resources 2018: English Language Arts

Subject

JUVENILE FICTION / People &
Places / Canada / General

Audience

Juvenile

Audience range

Age (years) from 7 - 12

Distributor

Nimbus Publishing

Notes

Priority Area Tags: language

Curriculum Subject: English Language 
Arts, Social Studies

Grade Level: 3 - 5

9780987747044

 English
5.5 x 8 x 0.16 in
72 pages

 Chocolate River Publishing

Follow the Goose Butt, Camelia Airheart!
By (author) Odette Barr   ,  By (author) Colleen Landry   ,  By (author) Beth
Weatherbee   ,  Illustrated by Odette Barr  
May 01, 2016 |  Paperback , Picture book |

Poor Camelia Airheart. She is easily distracted and her GPS—Goose Positioning
System—is faulty. When she gets separated from her flock, she gets lost and
starts on a journey that will take her all over New Brunswick. Will she ever find
her way home to her flock?

This is a beautifully illustrated early chapter book for children designed to appeal
to grade two and up.
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Atlantic Publishers Priority Areas Learning Resources 2018: English Language Arts

Subject

JUVENILE FICTION / Social Themes
/ Special Needs

Audience

General Trade

Audience range

Age (years) from 6 - 10, Grade (US)
from 2 - 5, Reading age from 5 - 7

Reading Levels

Lexile measure: 580

Distributor

Formac Lorimer Book Distributing
Ltd.

Distributor

Lerner Publisher Services

Notes

Priority Area Tags: ability/disability

Curriculum Subject: English Language
Arts

Grade Level: P-3

9781459504240

 English
 20 b&w illustrations
5 x 7.5 x 1 in
96 pages
 Formac
 Formac Publishing Company Limited

The Secret Games of Maximus Todd

Frantic Friend Countdown
By (author) L. M. Nicodemo   ,  Illustrated by Graham Ross  
Aug 01, 2016 |  Hardcover , Paper over boards |

Meet Maximus Todd! He's the kid who can't sit still! Max has a dilemma.
Everyone's got a best friend except him. But when a new kid arrives at the school,
Max plays a secret game to make him Max's buddy. Too bad the new kid would
rather hang out with barf-breath Mandy Beth, peskiest pest in the entire town!

Max finds that while it's not always easy being a kid -- especially if you're a bit
different -- there is often humour, kindness and love in the most unexpected
places.

Contributor Bio

L. M. NICODEMO is a school teacher who hopes that this series will mark the
beginning of a long and joyful career in writing. She lives with her family in
southwestern Ontario

GRAHAM ROSS is an illustrator and designer who has illustrated many books for
a wide range of Canadian children?s book publishers. He lives in a log home in the
woods with his family just outside of Merrickville, Ontario.

Reviews

"The+target audience will surely have no trouble relating to the storylines. The
blend of fun graphics by Graham Ross, with varying sizes and designs of text in
the quickly paced 96 pages, will be appealing to both beginning and reluctant
readers.

The series is written by a teacher who clearly has insight into the mind of a child
who feels the type of anxiety that Max does, presumably because she has
encountered some throughout her career. While it may be rare to have a child as
young as Max display the self-awareness and strength of will that he does,
perhaps these books will serve as inspiration to children facing the same
difficulties with their own Super Fidgets.

The four books were published concurrently for Formac's First Novels Series, in a
format that should prove to be attractive to young readers.

12/20/2016
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Atlantic Publishers Priority Areas Learning Resources 2018: English Language Arts

Subject

Audience

Juvenile

Audience range

Age (years) from 10 - 13, Grade (US)
from 5 - 8

Distributor

James Lorimer & Company Ltd.,
Publishers

Distributor

James Lorimer & Company Ltd.,
Publishers

Notes

Priority Area Tags: race 

Curriculum Subject: English Language
Arts, Social Studies - Mi''kmaq Studies

Grade Level: 4-6

9781552776865

 English
5 x 7.75 x 0.5 in
176 pages
 Lorimer
 James Lorimer & Company Ltd.,

Publishers

Lorimer Sports Stories

Free Throw
By (author) Jacqueline Guest  
Feb 15, 2011 |  Electronic book text , PDF , Digest |

Canadian Children's Book Centre Our Choice Selection 1999,
Winner

When his mother remarries, suddenly everything changes for Matthew Eagletail:
new school, new father, five annoying new sisters, even a smelly new dog. Worst of
all, if he wants to play basketball again, he`ll have to play for the Bandits -- and
against his old team.  [Fry Reading Level - 4.7]

Contributor Bio

Award-winning author JACQUELINE GUEST is the author of numerous Lorimer
novels, including the Arthur Ellis Award nominee Wild Ride and A Goal in Sight,
which was shortlisted for a Golden Eagle Children’s Choice Book Award. Many of
her novels have also been Canadian Children’s Centre Our Choice selections
including the SideStreets novel At Risk, and the Sports Stories novels Hat Trick,
Free Throw, and Soccer Star. Jacqueline Guest lives in Bragg Creek, Alberta.
www.jacquelineguest.comindex.htm

Reviews

"Interesting reading... the book is interesting in that a native Canadian is the
central character... highly recommended" - Audrey Cormier

"...interesting reading.... highly recommended." - Audrey Cormier

"This book is very well written and is truly enjoyable. I found that I learned a great
deal about the game of basketball as a result of reading this book. The main
character is believable and one can easily relate to the problems he was
encountering." - Shannon Danylko

"This well-written story has a very contemporary feel. Guest has a good
understanding of teenage angst and the emotions that motivate a teenager in
Matt's circumstances...
highly recommended." - Lisa Arsenault
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Atlantic Publishers Priority Areas Learning Resources 2018: English Language Arts

Subject

JUVENILE FICTION / Business,
Careers, Occupations

Audience

Juvenile

Audience range

Age (years) from 8 - 12, Reading age
from 8 - 12

Reading Levels

Lexile measure: 740L

Distributor

Formac Lorimer Book Distributing
Ltd.

Notes

Priority Area Tags: socioeconomic
status

Curriculum Subject: English Language
Arts

Grade Level: 4-6

9781459407077

 English
 b&w interior illustrations
5 x 7.75 x 1 in
160 pages
 Lorimer
 James Lorimer & Company Ltd.,

Publishers

Frostbite Hotel
By (author) Karin Adams  
Sep 17, 2014 |  Hardcover , Paper over boards |

Hackamatack Children's Choice Award 2016, Short-listed

SYRCA Diamond Willow Award 2016, Short-listed

Kirby Katz has big dreams of making his fortune as an entrepreneur, just like his
role model, hotel magnate William T. Williamson. But Kirby discovers that
operating a "snow hotel" in the schoolyard comes with its own set of challenges:
sourcing the best snow blocks, staff team-building, marketing, and competition
from Brewster's Best Five-Star Inn, run by the Bear and his gang of the meanest
kids in Grade 6. Worst of all, when Brewster's gang starts stealing Kirby's best
ideas, all evidence points to a "mole" among his own staff.

Will Kirby?s vision for the Frostbite Hotel survive the cold reality of corporate
recess espionage?

Contributor Bio

KARIN ADAMS is the author of Lights! Curtains! Cows! (Lorimer, 2009) and No
TV? No Fair! (Lorimer Streetlights, 2010). She shares her passion for creative
writing with young people through Manitoba?s Artists in the Schools program and
in her popular library workshops. Karin has also worked as an instructor at the
University of Winnipeg. She lives in East St. Paul, Manitoba.

Reviews

"[Frostbite Hotel is a delightful read about what it takes to fit in at recess out in the 
school yard . . . The bully issues dealt with are real enough to make this book 
relatable for kids. It open[ed lines of communication about business and bullying on 
the playground." - Lorraine Leatham,, Reviewer at Rainey Day Book
Reviews
"This was such a refreshing story . . . [It kept me interested through the entire novel. 
The book was a pleasant surprise . . . Frostbite Hotel is the perfect story for readers 
in third, fourth, and fifth grade. I'm excited to introduce this book to my students in 
fourth grade. It can be read by individual students and/or would make a wonderful 
read aloud in classroom in these grade levels." - Patrick Andrus,, Educator, 
NetGalley Reviewer
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Subject

JUVENILE FICTION / Readers /
Beginner

Audience

Juvenile

Audience range

Age (years) from 6 - 9

Distributor

UTP Distribution

Notes

Priority Area Tags: language

Curriculum Subject: English Language
Arts

Grade Level: 3-6

9781771030939

 English
6 x 9 x 0.1 in
36 pages
 Breakwater Books Ltd.

Full Speed Ahead
Errol's Bell Island Adventure
By (author) Sheilah Lukins   ,  Illustrated by Laurel Keating
Oct 01, 2016 |  Paperback , Trade |

This is the story of a young mouse named Errol who takes a ride on a ferry and
visits the mines of Bell Island. Errol's best friend Old Rat, has told him wonderful
stories, about how the mice and rats first came to Newfoundland as stowaways on
the big sailing ships. Errol longs to have his own adventure but his parents are
unhappy when he strays too far from their garbage box home. Errol, however, is a
mouse on a mission and early one summer morning, he decides to follow his dream.
A tale of narrow escapes and dogged determination, it's Full Speed Ahead for our
intrepid rodent. Errol's Bell Island Adventure is a first chapter book for ages 7 and
up.

Contributor Bio
Sheilah Lukins has had a great education travelling and working in foreign
countries, drinking in the culture and meeting lots of people. She has been a
Bollywood movie extra in India, an art school model in Italy, a chambermaid in
Germany, a bartender and a riding instructor in England, a theatre arts
administrator, a library assistant, and a teacher of various subjects, primarily music
and English, here in Newfoundland. Generally, nothing stops her. Somewhat
fearless, or perhaps just 'stunned', she loves history, horses and dogs, good food
and great stories. Sheilah was born in Corner Brook, Newfoundland but now lives
in Portugal Cove-St. Philip's with her husband and, sadly, no pets at the moment.
She has a BA in German Language and Literature and a B.Ed. from Memorial
University, an ARTC in voice from the Royal Conservatory of Music and various
diplomas from a British technical college. Just recently, she completed her TESL
diploma with Acadia University. She has been published in

Reviews

"Peppered with shipping terminology and Newfoundland trivia, young readers
will likely not realize how much they are learning as they zip through this
distinctly Canadian tale ... a fun romp that emphasizes how looking to the past and
believing in yourself can help you chart a new course for the future." Resource
Links, Natalie Colaiacova
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Subject

JUVENILE FICTION / Animals /
Marine Life

Audience

Juvenile

Distributor

UTP Distribution

Notes

Priority Area Tags: ability/disability

Curriculum Subject: Science, English
Language Arts

Grade Level: P-2

9781550811056

 English
7.5 x 7.5 x 7.5 in
48 pages
 Breakwater Books Ltd.

Gaddy's Story
By (author) Sally Goddard  
Jul 08, 1995 |  Paperback , Trade |

Gaddy’s Story is a delightful children’s story of the first weeks in the life of an
Atlantic cod. Gaddy, now a tiny codfish, reflects on his humble beginnings. Nadine
Osmond’s animated sketches are complemented by genuine cod embryo
photographs taken under a microscope.

Contributor Bio
She developed her love of Marine Biology as a young girl while exploring the
tidepools of the Cornish coast with her father during the summer holidays.
Between 1968 and 1977 she lived on the isle of Anglesey, studying marine biology
at the University of North Wales where she obtained a B.Sc and Ph.D. in Marine
Science. In 1987, Sally came to Newfoundland with her husband and two children.
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Subject

JUVENILE FICTION / Social Themes
/ Prejudice & Racism

Audience

Juvenile

Audience range

Age (years) from 4 - 9

Distributor

New World Publishing

Notes

Priority Area Tags: ability/disability

Curriculum Subject: English Language
Arts

Grade Level: 2-5

9781895814026

 English
 42 Colour illustrationsFull colour on

all pages - disney style characters, 100
lb paper

8.5 x 11 x 0.2 in
40 pages
 New World Publishing (Canada)

George, the friendly dragon
Editor-in-chief Francis Mitchell   , Edited by Michelle Paon   , By (author) Matthew 
O'Neill   , Other primary creator Esther Theriault   , Illustrated by Gizelle Erdei   , 
Guest editor Judit Rajhathy   , Guest editor Margot Schelew   , Designed by Francis 
Mitchell   , Designed by Gizelle Erdei   , Consultant editor Jordan Schelew  
Sep 15, 1997 | Paperback , Picture book |
A heart-warming story about being different and all that entails, especially for 
someone growing up wanting to be understood and seeking acceptance from others. 
This story is about believing in oneself and developing tolerance for others, and 
addresses the important concept of self-esteem for children. George, the Friendly 
Dragon is a heartwarming tale about being different and teaches children about self-
esteem and developing tolerance for others. Children from a wide-range of ages 
(4-10) will warm to E.T. Matthews' delightful story and Gizelle Erdei's colorful 
Disney-like illustrations. The content, message and production quality are reasons 
why this durable book is so loved by teachers and parents.
Contributor Bio
E.T.Matthews is the Auld Alliance revisited - an Acadienne and a transplanted Scot 
working together to conquer the English language. The “E. T. “ is Esther Thériault. 
Born in Meteghan, Nova Scotia, she is by day, a provincial employee transcribing the 
words used by MLAs in the Provincial Legislative Assembly. At night she can be found 
translating words common only to a native of Glasgow into everyday language, while 
adding her perspective as a mother and well-read individual. In addition to her 
creative input, she lends moral support to the other half of this accomplished team. 
The Matthews portion is Matthew O’Neill. Now retired from a distinguished career 
in the marine industry, he followed in the footsteps of many of his forefathers when 
he emigrated from Scotland to Canada in 1967. His insatiable desire to travel took 
him from Europe to the west coast of the Americas and from the frozen Arctic to the 
sweltering jungles of Panama. The people he met on these journeys and his vivid 
imagination were fertile grounds for the development of the colorful characters one 
now finds in his works of fiction. 
Reviews

CANADIAN BEST-SELLER "George, the friendly dragon is fun. . . . I think George
will be a hit and I hope the authors have other George stories up their sleeves!" E.
E. Cran, The Guardian
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Subject

JUVENILE FICTION / Health & Daily
Living / Diseases, Illnesses & Injuries

Audience

Young Adult

Audience range

Age (years) from 9 - 13, Grade (US)
from 4 - 8, Reading age from 7 - 10

Reading Levels

Lexile measure: 560L

Distributor

Formac Lorimer Book Distributing
Ltd.

Notes

Priority Area Tags: socioeconomic
status

Curriculum Subject: English Language
Arts, Health Education, Physical
Education

Grade Level: 4-6

9781459409675

 English
5 x 7.75 x 1 in
128 pages
 Lorimer
 James Lorimer & Company Ltd.,

Publishers

Lorimer Sports Stories

Head Hunter
By (author) Eric Howling  
Sep 21, 2015 |  Paperback , Trade |

Resource Links The Year's Best - Fiction Grades 7-12 2015, Winner

As captain of the Westside Warriors, Colt plays clean and hard. But lately his
coach has been losing his temper and ordering the team to win at any cost, even if
it means playing dirty. What makes it worse is that Coach is Colt's father, and his
erratic behaviour at home and on the field has Colt wondering if something is
seriously wrong with his dad.

Colt follows Coach's orders to go head hunting and take out an opponent with a
helmet-to-helmet hit, but Coach then claims that Colt acted on his own. When it
turns out that Colt's dad has symptoms from concussions he suffered in his NFL
career, Colt is made acting coach for the championship game. But will he let a
teammate continue playing after a hit to the head, even when the teammate's
own dad is urging him to play through the pain?

This book explores the dangers of concussion in contact sports and the lasting
damage they can cause in the context of an action-filled football story.

Contributor Bio

ERIC HOWLING is an advertising creative director and the author of the sports
novels Red Zone Rivals, Hoop Magic, Kayak Combat, and Drive all in the Lorimer
Sports Stories series. His books have been shortlisted for the Hackmatack
Children's Choice Book Award, named Resource Links Year's Best, and picked as
Canadian Children's Book Centre Best Books selections. Eric lives in Calgary,
Alberta.

Reviews

"Both believable and adequate, with the added merit of having a very readable
storyline." - Resource Links

"A useful addition that will encourage sports fans." - Kirkus Reviews
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Subject

JUVENILE FICTION / Sports &
Recreation / Hockey

Audience

Juvenile

Distributor

Nimbus Publishing Ltd.

Notes

Priority Area Tags: socioeconomic
status

Curriculum Subject: English Language
Arts

Grade Level: P-3

9781927502303

 English
8 x 10 in
24 pages
 Acorn Press

Hockey Morning Noon and Night
By (author) Doretta Groenendyk  
Sep 15, 2014 |  Paperback

This colourful picture book is based on the author's seven-year-old son and his
capacity to incorporate hockey into all that he does: eating, drawing, music, visits
with friends, sleeping and stories. This book has a different feel from her previous
books, with playful watercolour and ink images of characters and scenes,
sometimes three or four to a page, and no complete backgrounds – just light-
hearted visual vignettes that enhance the verse with humour and coziness. It will
be an approachable book for kids, and heart-warming for any adult involved in
hockey culture.

Contributor Bio
Doretta, a painter, writer and teacher, lives with her husband  and three children
on a small spot of land in the Annapolis  Valley in Nova Scotia. She is the author and
illustrator of  Snow for Christmas, and Thank you for My Bed, both of which  were
shortlisted for the Lillian Shepherd Memorial Award  for Illustration. Her other
titles include Step Outside, I’m  Writing a Story, and Bully 101. She is also the co-
author of  Spin to Sea with her daughter, Izra Fitch.
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Subject

Audience

Juvenile

Audience range

Age (years) from 10 - 13, Grade (US)
from 5 - 8

Distributor

James Lorimer & Company Ltd.,
Publishers

Distributor

James Lorimer & Company Ltd.,
Publishers

Notes

Priority Area Tags: socioeconomic
status

Curriculum Subject: English Language
Arts

Grade Level: 4-6

9781552776841

 English
5 x 7.75 x 0.5 in
144 pages
 Lorimer
 James Lorimer & Company Ltd.,

Publishers

Lorimer Sports Stories 51

Home Court Advantage
By (author) Sandra Diersch
Feb 15, 2011 |  Electronic book text , PDF , Digest |

Canadian Children's Book Centre Our Choice Selection 2003,
Winner

Debbie's a foster child, and life has sometimes been tough, so Debbie has learned
to be tough back, both at home and on the court. But when a nice couple decides to
adopt her, Debbie suddenly isn't so sure of herself—and her new teammates aren't
so sure about her either.

Contributor Bio
SANDRA DIERSCH has taught writing courses to British Columbia students and
aspiring adult writers. She has written eight books to date, including Offside! and
Home Court Advantage, both Canadian Children's Book Centre Our Choice
selections. She lives in Maple Ridge, B.C., with her husband and young daughter.

www.sandradiersch.com

Reviews

Praise for Sandra Diersch's fiction: 
"Attractively presented and written in accessible prose, this commendable
addition to the Sports Stories series is an ideal choice for the young female
athlete. Recommended." - Canadian Book Review Annual

Home Court Advantage would appeal to a wide variety of readers who like
human interest stories, sport stories and realistic fiction. It would be a good
choice for school, public and personal libraries. - Deborah Mervold
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Subject

JUVENILE FICTION / Social Themes
/ Friendship

Audience

Juvenile

Audience range

Age (years) from 9 - 13, Grade (US)
from 4 - 8, Reading age from 7 - 10

Distributor

Formac Lorimer Book Distributing
Ltd.

Notes

Priority Area Tags: socioeconomic
status, race

Curriculum Subject: English Language
Arts, Physical Education

Grade Level: 4-6

9781459406056

 English
5 x 7.75 x 1 in
128 pages
 Lorimer
 James Lorimer & Company Ltd.,

Publishers

Lorimer Sports Stories

Hustle
By (author) Johnny Boateng  
Mar 19, 2014 |  Hardcover , Paper over boards |

Fourteen-year-old Johnny Huttle -- nicknamed "Hustle" by his best friend, Rex --
comes from an inner-city neighbourhood, where the streets are tough and the
street ball games are rougher. More than anything, Johnny wants to shine as the
school's star basketball player. But the one thing standing in his way is his best
friend, Rex, who outshines Johnny effortlessly at everything, on and off the court.
This makes Johnny angry enough that his game and their friendship suffer. When
Rex starts getting into trouble in the neighbourhood and is suspended from the
team, Johnny has to put his jealously aside to help his friend -- and his basketball
team at the championship.

Contributor Bio

JOHNNY BOATENG played division basketball in Indiana and at Simon Fraser
University. He starred as a ballplayer in video games, movies, and commercials
before an injury sidelined his basketball career. He lives in Vancouver, B.C., where
he founded The Dream Hoops Basketball Academy and serves as a mentor for
disadvantaged youth.

Reviews

"A great hi-lo interst book, Hustle is part of Lorimer's "Sports Stories" series written 
to entice students to read. Author Johnny Boateng does a great job of making the 
book exciting on many levels, and the book is full of adventures . . . The basketball 
theme is strong and carries the plot well. Boateng obviously knows the game and 
effectively conveys the action and tension on the court . . . The characters are 
believable and easy to relate to." - Mary Harelkin Bishop,, CM Magazine
"realistic dialogue and court action to satisfy the most sports-minded readers" -
Quill & Quire
"Part of the publisher's Sports Series, this slim novel's short chapters and more 
mature content make it perfect for older reluctant readers. Its no-frills story is fast-
moving and touches on many teen issues, while promoting a positive message of 
independent thinking and being a team player." - Julia Smith,, Booklist
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Subject

JUVENILE FICTION / Social Themes
/ Special Needs

Audience

General Trade

Audience range

Age (years) from 6 - 10, Grade (US)
from 2 - 5, Reading age from 5 - 7

Reading Levels

Lexile measure: 510L

Distributor

Formac Lorimer Book Distributing
Ltd.

Distributor

Lerner Publisher Services

Notes

Priority Area Tags: ability/disability

Curriculum Subject: English Language
Arts

Grade Level: P-3

9781459504196

 English
 20 b&w illustrations
5 x 7.5 x 1 in
96 pages
 Formac
 Formac Publishing Company Limited

The Secret Games of Maximus Todd

Hyper to the Max
By (author) L. M. Nicodemo   ,  Illustrated by Graham Ross  
Aug 01, 2016 |  Hardcover , Paper over boards |

Best Books for Kids & Teens -- Canadian Children's Book Centre
2017, Commended

Meet Maximus Todd! He's the kid who can't sit still! Clever Max invents a game
to keep his Super Fidgets at bay for the day. Too bad his arch enemy Mandy Beth
discovers what he's up to and tries to trip him up! Will Max win at his secret
game?

Max finds that while it's not always easy being a kid -- especially if you're a bit
different -- there is often humour, kindness and love in the most unexpected
places.

Contributor Bio

L. M. NICODEMO is a school teacher who hopes that this series will mark the
beginning of a long and joyful career in writing. She lives with her family in
southwestern Ontario

GRAHAM ROSS is an illustrator and designer who has illustrated many books for
a wide range of Canadian children?s book publishers. He lives in a log home in the
woods with his family just outside of Merrickville, Ontario.

Reviews

"The+book+is a great beginning chapter book for young readers, and the use of 
large, bold fonts to exaggerate certain words and phrases ... makes it appealing to 
an elementary-age audience. ... the ratio of text to Graham Ross's illustrations is 
approximately 50:50 making Hyper to the Max a less intimidating read than many 
other chapter books. A fabulous addition to school and classroom libraries." - 
Andrea Boyd,, CM Magazine
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Subject

JUVENILE FICTION / Social Themes
/ Friendship

Audience

Juvenile

Audience range

Age (years) from 9 - 13, Grade (US)
from 4 - 8, Reading age from 7 - 10

Distributor

Formac Lorimer Book Distributing
Ltd.

Notes

Priority Area Tags: socioeconomic
status

Curriculum Subject: English Language
Arts, Health Education, Physical
Education

Grade Level: 4-6

9781459408555

 English
5 x 7.75 x 1 in
120 pages
 Lorimer
 James Lorimer & Company Ltd.,

Publishers

Lorimer Sports Stories

Ice Time
By (author) David Trifunov  
Feb 27, 2015 |  Hardcover , Paper over boards |

Paul Bidwell dreams of playing on a hockey team but knows that his mother can't
afford to pay for the registration fees or the equipment. So he plays boot hockey
with his friends and practises alone every night on the open-ice rink in the park.
When the flu and mononucleosis hit Paul's school and his best friend, Vincent, is
laid up with a concussion, an opening is created on Vincent's team, the Wildcats.
Paul finally gets the chance to prove to the other players -- and to himself -- that
he deserves his time on the ice.

[Fry reading level - 3.1

Contributor Bio

DAVID TRIFUNOV is an award-winning sportswriter and freelance journalist
based in Kelowna, B.C. His work has appeared in newspapers, magazines, and
websites across Canada and the United States. He is the author of the Lorimer
Sports Stories novels Snow Soccer and Ice Time. When not writing, he's raising
three daughters with his wife, Erin.

Reviews

"Action-packed and entertaining, the novel is the latest hi-lo book for reluctant 
readers from LorimerÂ?s Sports Stories series. Filled with hockey jargon and 
insider knowledge of life on the ice, Ice Time will delight avid hockey fans and 
novices alike. TrifunovÂ?s detailed descriptions of complex hockey plays and 
strategies provide a surprising depth to the game, while the sub-plot surrounding 
VincentÂ?s concussion raises awareness about an often ignored risk. Fast-paced, 
engaging, and just a little bit sentimental, Ice Time is a knuckle biting glide down 
slick ice that will feel heart-warmingly familiar to Canadian readers." - Karen 
Doerksen,, National Reading Campaign
"Featuring covers clearly labeled with the sport in question, action-packed stories, 
and characters with diverse racial and socioeconomic backgrounds...sure to hook 
sporty middle school students." - School Library Journal
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Subject

HOUSE & HOME / Decorating

Audience

General Trade

Distributor

National Book Network

Distributor

National Book Network

Notes

Priority Area Tags: language

Curriculum Subject: English Language
Arts

Grade Level: 3-6

9781771085779

 English
 56 Colour illustrations
7.17 x 7.41 x 0.45 in
64 pages
 Nimbus Publishing

If I Had an Old House on the East Coast
By (author) Wanda Baxter ,  Illustrated by Kat Frick Miller
Nov 07, 2018 |  Hardcover , Paper over boards |

If I had an old house on the East Coast I would fall in love at first sight.
It would grab me by the heart, and not let go.

With introspection and deep appreciation for the East Coast, this inspirational
gift book shares a dream, in words and images, of falling in love with an old house
and breathing new life into it. Exploring, with lyrical prose, everything from an old
house’s foundation to its layers of antique wallpaper to its decades-old gardens
bursting with wildflowers, this book is a love letter to a vanishing way of life. Fully
illustrated with gentle watercolours from celebrated local artist Kat Frick Miller,
If I Had an Old House on the East Coast also includes practical tips for the old-
home-owner, from how to clear your home of ghosts, to instructions for making
rosehip jelly and maple syrup.

Contributor Bio

When Wanda Baxter bought an old farmhouse in 2005 in Lunenburg County, her 
father asked, “Why in the world would you buy an old house?” Sometimes she 
wonders. Built in 1783, it is an endless project, but it is also magical. Wanda has a 
Masters degrees in English (with Creative Writing) and Environmental Design, and 
works as an environmental consultant. She is a longtime
member of the band Cut, Split and Delivered.
Kat Frick Miller is an artist and freelance illustrator originally from Brampton, 
Ontario. She received a BFA in Visual Art from NSCAD University in 2009. Her 
work reveals a deep connection to place, exploring local architecture, social history, 
and the objects, spaces, and practices that constitute rural life. She can be found on 
the beach, on the farm, or on the wharf soaking up the whimsy of her adopted home 
of Lunenburg County, Nova Scotia. For more of her work, visit katfrickmiller.com.
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Subject

JUVENILE NONFICTION / Poetry /
General

Audience

Juvenile

Audience range

Reading age from 4 - 12

Distributor

Nimbus Publishing Ltd.

Notes

Priority Area Tags: language

Curriculum Subject: English Language
Arts

Grade Level: P-3

9781771083560

 English
8 x 10 x 0.4 in
32 pages
 Nimbus Publishing

If I Were a Zombie
By (author) Kate Inglis   ,  Illustrated by Eric Orchard  
Apr 05, 2016 |  Hardcover , Cloth |

In this hilarious picture book written by Hackmatack Award-nominated author
Kate Inglis and brilliantly illustrated by Eric Orchard, two best friends imagine
ordinary life as classic monsters and mythical creatures. What would Evan the
Zombie do for the school talent show? Who would Poppy the Muddy Wood Fairy
have over for dinner? From an alien with three hundred eyeballs to giants and
goblin queens, this book of tickle trunk fun will delight kids of all ages.

Contributor Bio

Kate Inglis is the author of the YA pirate adventure novels The Dread Crew,
nominated for Hackmatack and Red Cedar Awards, and its sequel Flight of the
Griffons. Kate lives on the south shore of Nova Scotia.

Eric Orchard is the illustrator of several books, including The Terrible, Horrible,
Smelly Pirate. He won the Halifax Mayor’s Award for Book Illustration and his
work has been included in the Society of Illustrator’s Annual competition and
exhibition. Eric lives in Toronto.
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Subject

JUVENILE NONFICTION / Art /
Drawing

Audience

Juvenile

Audience range

Age (years) from 8 - 12

Distributor

Nimbus Publishing Ltd.

Notes

Priority Area Tags: race, ethnicity

Curriculum Subject: English Language
Arts, Arts Education

Grade Level: 4-6

9781927502501

 English
8 x 10 x 0.1 in
32 pages
 Acorn Press

I'm Drawing a Picture
By (author) Doretta Groenendyk  
Oct 20, 2015 |  Paperback , Trade |

I'm Drawing a Picture combines story and images to captivate and inspire young
readers to harness their creative spirit. A collaboration between artwork and
text, this whimsical book has a different inspirational idea on each page, with a
scene that each "artist" imagines. The concept is based on Doretta Groenendyk's
experience working with children in schools and trying to inspire them to be
creative in all forms of mediums of art. The text is geared to four- to ten-year-
olds, and is an excellent teaching tool for aspiring writers. An ideal elementary
teacher's resource, the book's characters span cultures, genders, and ages.

Contributor Bio
Doretta, a painter, writer and teacher, lives with her husband  and three children
on a small spot of land in the Annapolis  Valley in Nova Scotia. She is the author and
illustrator of  Snow for Christmas, and Thank you for My Bed, both of which  were
shortlisted for the Lillian Shepherd Memorial Award  for Illustration. Her other
titles include Step Outside, I’m  Writing a Story, and Bully 101. She is also the co-
author of  Spin to Sea with her daughter, Izra Fitch.
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Subject

JUVENILE FICTION / Fairy Tales &
Folklore / General

Audience

Juvenile

Audience range

Age (years) from 5 - 12

Distributor

LitDistCo

Notes

Priority Area Tags: language

Curriculum Subject: Arts Education,
English Language Arts

Grade Level: 3-6

9780986611377

 English
9 x 9 x 0 in
52 pages
 Running the Goat

Jack and Mary in the Land of Thieves
By (author) Andy Jones   ,  Illustrated by Darka Erdelji
Aug 12, 2011 |  Paperback , Trade |

BMO Winterset Award 2012, Winner

Bruneau Family Award 2014, Winner

Award-winning storyteller Andy Jones and acclaimed illustrator Darka Erdelji are
back with another whimsical, wise, and witty 'Jack tale' -- the third in their on-
going series. Jack and Mary in the Land of Thieves finds Jack, that everyman of
folktales, married to his sweetheart Mary, the best woman ever born and a
mighty fine baker to boot. Their lives are as happy and successful as can be, until
an underhanded sea captain and Jack's own bragging get the better of our hero.
Jack is sent to work on Slave Islands, and Mary is turned out of house and home.
But Mary is resolute and resourceful, and has plans to find Jack and restore their
fortunes.

With a hidden key, a storm at sea, and a singing mynah bird named Baxter who
carries more than his share of tunes, Jack and Mary in the Land of Thieves will
delight youngsters and oldsters alike. As a special bonus, the melodies of all of
Baxter's songs are included, so that readers can learn them, sing them, and share
them.

Contributor Bio

Actor, writer, director Andy Jones has won wide acclaim for his on-going series of
Jack tales, illustrated by Darka Erdelji. Books in the series have won the BMO
Winterset Award (for excellence in Newfoundland & Labrador writing) and the
Bruno Family Children's Literature Award, and been shortlisted for the Governor
General's Literary Award for Children's Illustrated Text, the Silver Birch Express
Award, and the Hackmatack Award. He lives in St. John's.

Reviews

Praise for Jones and Erdelji's previous collaborations.

Of Jack and the Manger: "This irreverent, buoyant version of the nativity story, as
experienced by the legendary, down-to-earth figure of Jack, has all the charm of a
good tale told by a master storyteller.... Captivating and hilarious, with a
transcendent story at its centre, Jack and the Manger is an outstanding children's 
book." -- 2012 Bruneau Family Children's/Young Adult Literature Award Jury
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Atlantic Publishers Priority Areas Learning Resources 2018: English Language Arts

Subject

JUVENILE FICTION / Fairy Tales &
Folklore / Adaptations

Audience

Juvenile

Audience range

Age (years) from 6 - 14

Distributor

LitDistCo

Notes

Priority Area Tags: language

Curriculum Subject: Arts Education,
English Language Arts

Grade Level: 3-6

9781927917060

 English
9 x 9 x 0 in
80 pages
 Running the Goat

Jack and the Green Man
By (author) Andy Jones   ,  Illustrated by Darka Erdelji
Oct 02, 2016 |  Paperback , Trade |

A tale of cards, love, magic, hairy giants, impossible tasks and a three-legged
pig.

Jack o' Hearts is the top card player in the parish and is feeling pretty sure of
himself. When a mysterious green stranger challenges him to a card game with
stakes higher than high--well, Jack can't resist. Sure, he's never lost a tournament
yet, has he?

Jack is as saucy as saucy can be and he's twice as lucky as that--but the game is
trickier than it looks. Luckily, Jack finds he's got an ace up his sleeve: the menacing
green man's beautiful daughter Ann. She's got as much magic as her father (or so
that enchantment crowd says), and she likes the look of Jack.

This hilarious re-imagining of the traditional Newfoundland tale "The Head Card
Player of the World" is jam-packed with magic, romance, transformations,
impossible tasks, unforgettable characters, a country tune or two, and the ever-
present threat of Jack's head ending up on a spear.

A brilliant and hilarious blending of folklore, high literature and pop culture, Jack
and the Green Man is Andy Jones and Darka Erdelji's most ambitious and riotous
Jack tale yet. Divided into twelve short chapters, this long-form, gorgeously
illustrated storybook will delight readers and listeners of all ages.

Contributor Bio

Actor, writer, director Andy Jones has won wide acclaim for his on-going series of
Jack tales, illustrated by Darka Erdelji. Books in the series have won the BMO
Winterset Award (for excellence in Newfoundland & Labrador writing) and the
Bruno Family Children's Literature Award, and been shortlisted for the Governor
General's Literary Award for Children's Illustrated Text, the Silver Birch Express
Award, and the Hackmatack Award. He lives in St. John's.
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Atlantic Publishers Priority Areas Learning Resources 2018: English Language Arts

Subject

JUVENILE FICTION / Action &
Adventure / General

Audience

Juvenile

Audience range

Age (years) from 4 - 8

Distributor

UTP Distribution

Notes

Priority Area Tags: language

Curriculum Subject: English Language
Arts

Grade Level: 3-6

9781771030595

 English
8.75 x 8.75 x 0.35 in
32 pages
 Breakwater Books Ltd.

Jack and the Hurricane
By (author) Joshua Goudie   ,  Illustrated by Craig Goudie
Oct 15, 2014 |  Hardcover

Set in rural Newfoundland and Labrador, Jack and the Hurricane follows young,
willful Jack on his adventure to save his cousin's birthday party, no matter what
Mother Nature has in store. Despite the appeals of neighbours, firefighters and
even the army, Jack sets out into a world that is falling down around him, yet his
determination and imagination keep him moving forward. The hurricane increases
in strength and damage as Jack journeys to brighten the day for his family
members. It's a story about determination, risk and caring, all wrapped up in wind,
rain, flooding and power outages. An engaging read for children of all ages, Jack
and the Hurricane is a story of family, friends and purpose that will tickle your
funny bone and delight your heart.

Contributor Bio
Joshua Goudie's work has been published in The Telegram as well as The Cuffer
Anthology, Volumes IV and V. In 2012 he was twice shortlisted for the Cuffer Prize
with his short story, "Satsuma and Cigarettes", placing second in the competition.
The following year he was shortlisted for the Newfoundland and Labrador Credit
Union Fresh Fish Award, one of the most generous prizes given in Canada to an
emerging, unpublished writer. Born in Grand Falls-Windsor, he now lives in St.
John's. Joshua holds a Bachelor of Fine Arts in theatre from Sir Wilfred Grenfell
College. As a break from writing Joshua is frequently found behind a drum kit
playing with some friends in a local 'downtown band'.

Reviews

"The images are vibrant and colourful, and the facial expressions tell their own
stories as they capture the wildness of the storm, the bewilderment of the various
people Jack meets and his grandmother's tremendous relief to find him safe. An
entertaining tale( that left this reader yearning for cupcakes!) - Lisa Doucet,
Atlantic Books Today

The father and son duo that created this picture book have done a great job in
depicting the effects of a hurricane. The illustrations are quite detailed, playful,
and vibrant, while still depicting the action of the tremendous storm. Thebook
also features an addendum with factual information about hurricanes,
particularly Hurricane Igor, which swept across Newfoundland and Labrador in
2010. Nicole Rowlinson, Resource Links.
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Atlantic Publishers Priority Areas Learning Resources 2018: English Language Arts

Subject

JUVENILE FICTION / Action &
Adventure / General

Audience

Juvenile

Audience range

Age (years) from 4 - 8

Distributor

UTP Distribution

Notes

Priority Area Tags: language

Curriculum Subject: English Language
Arts

Grade Level: 3-6

9781771030908

 English
8.75 x 9 x 0.4 in
32 pages
 Breakwater Books Ltd.

Jack and the Magnificent Ugly Stick
By (author) Joshua Goudie   ,  Illustrated by Craig Goudie
Oct 01, 2016 |  Hardcover

How much fun can you have with just one rubber boot?When one goes missing,
Jack and his grandmother are forced to cancel their fishing trip. However, Jack has
never been one to let a setback get in the way of a good time. And once Jack gets
his hands on a tall piece of driftwood and a few of Newfoundland and Labrador's
most celebrated musicians, it turns out that everyone gets to have a lot of fun!In
the follow up to the acclaimed Jack and the Hurricane, join Jack as he sets out to
put a smile back on his grandmother's face, and watch as his merry band grows, all
to the delight of everyone in town.A heartwarming tale, Jack and the Magnificent
Ugly Stick will be enjoyed by anyone who ever held an instrument in their hands or
a song in their heart!

Contributor Bio
Joshua Goudie's work has been published in numerous compilations and
anthologies. He has been shortlisted for the Cuffer Prize three times with one of
his short stories placing second in 2012. The following year, he was shortlisted for
the Newfoundland and Labrador Credit Union Fresh Fish Award, one of the most
generous prizes given in Canada to an emerging writer.Born in Grand Falls-
Windsor, he now lives in St. John's. Joshua holds a Bachelor of Fine Arts from Sir
Wilfred Grenfell College. Craig Goudie's work can be found in the provincial
government's permanent collection and in numerous private and corporate
collections across Canada. He works with many different media including pencil,
pastel, charcoal, acrylics, watercolour, and lithography. His favorite art subjects are
peopleCraig has served on numerous local and provincial arts-related boards and
has developed the online art curriculum resource materials for the province's
distance education high school art program.Craig lives

Reviews

"... gorgeous illustrations and a fun story line work together to introduce young
readers to a traditional Newfoundland instrument that's bound to capture their
imaginations and spark their creativity." Sarah Sawler, Atlantic Books Today
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Atlantic Publishers Priority Areas Learning Resources 2018: English Language Arts

Subject

Audience

Juvenile

Audience range

Age (years) from 10 - 13, Grade (US)
from 5 - 8

Distributor

James Lorimer & Company Ltd.,
Publishers

Notes

Priority Area Tags: gender

Curriculum Subject: Physical
Education, English Language Arts

Grade Level: 4-6

9781552776995

 English
5 x 7.75 x 0.5 in
104 pages
 Lorimer
 James Lorimer & Company Ltd.,

Publishers

Lorimer Sports Stories

Just Run
By (author) Deb Loughead
Apr 04, 2011 |  Electronic book text , PDF , Paper over boards |

Fourteen-year-old Daisy Howson is a take-charge kind of girl, maybe even
something of a control freak. She means well--she just wants everything to run
smoothly, especially on her relay team. But when someone tries to sabotage the
boys' relay team Daisy suspects her own team may be involved. Can she sort it all
out and fix everything up again before the city championship meet? [Fry reading
level - 3.6]

Contributor Bio

DEB LOUGHEAD is an established children's author, a prize winning poet, and a
past president of CANSCAIP. She has written two hi-lo books for teens and
numerous works of poetry for children. She is a co-editor of Cleavage: Breakaway
Fiction for Real Girls (Sumach). Deb lives in Toronto.

Reviews

"...the book will appeal to a broad audience, and readers who are athletic, like
Daisy, will find it very easy to identify with her. Recommended." - Jeannine
Stickle

Daisy's voice and perceptions ring true, and the story, hinging on her choices, is
involving. A solid choice for reluctant readers and track fans. - Linda Perkins
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Atlantic Publishers Priority Areas Learning Resources 2018: English Language Arts

Subject

JUVENILE FICTION / Historical /
Canada / Post-Confederation

Audience

Juvenile

Audience range

Age (years) from 3 - 9, Grade (US)
from 1 - 4, Reading age from 3 - 9

Distributor

Formac Lorimer Book Distributing
Ltd.

Notes

Priority Area Tags: socioeconomic
status

Curriculum Subject: English Language
Arts, Social Studies - History

Grade Level: 4-6

9781459504646

 English
 30+ colour illustrations
8 x 10 x 1 in
32 pages
 Formac
 Formac Publishing Company Limited

Keeper of the Light
Illustrated by Thérèse Cilia   ,  By (author) Janet Barkhouse  
Oct 03, 2016 |  Hardcover , Printed dust jacket |

Best Books for Kids & Teens -- Canadian Children's Book Centre
2017, Commended

Resource Links The Year's Best - Picture Books 2017, Winner

The life of a lighthouse keeper on the east coast was not an easy one. Isolated on
stormy shores, their job was to keep those at sea safe, at any cost. After her father
dies in a seafaring accident, eleven-year-old Sara goes to work for the Mosher
family helping clean, maintain and keep the light. When the Mosher family must
leave for the mainland in a medical emergency, Sara is left alone to keep the light
as a terrible gale approaches.
Dramatic and beautiful illustrations help tell the tale of a young girl alone and
facing an emergency. When Sara sees a boat crashed on the rocks, young readers
will feel as though they are standing on the wind-whipped shores making a life or
death decision with her.

This story is based on the real experiences of young girls and boys who worked at
lighthouses in the early 1900s. Janet Barkhouse has taken their experiences and
created a dramatic but realistic story that shows the value of the work young
people had to do and the sacrifices they had to make.

Contributor Bio

JANET BARKHOUSE has retired from several fascinating worlds, including
theatre, academe, education. Her most recent books are Sable Island -- Imagine!
and Pit Pony: The Picture Book. She lives in Clearland, Nova Scotia.

THÉRÈSE CILIA is a freelance painter and illustrator whose whimsical and
detailed work often finds a home in children's books, prints, stationary and
commissions. She obtained her BFA in drawing and painting at OCAD University
in Toronto. In 2012, she turned a two-week artist retreat in Newfoundland into a
year-long residence in Bonavista where she illustrated her first children's book
Over by the Harbour. She lives in Belleville, Ontario.

Reviews

"This lively tale provides a realistic depition of both the loneliness and isolation that 
the lighthouse keepers faced, and the hard physical labour that even children as 
young as Sara endured just to survive." - Lisa Doucet,, Atlantic Books Today
"The beautiful illustrations capture the action of the story and help draw the reader 
into the adventure and suspense of the tale. The detailed images of the interior of 
the lighthouse are fascinating and informative, and the pages depicting the violence 
of the storm lashing at the boat and shore during the daring rescue are captivating." 
- Erin Hansen,, Resource Links
"Young readers will respond to an exciting story and a child heroine not much older 
than they are." - Aileen Wortley,, Canadian Children's Book News
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Atlantic Publishers Priority Areas Learning Resources 2018: English Language Arts

Subject

JUVENILE FICTION / Imagination &
Play

Audience

Juvenile

Distributor

Nimbus Publishing Ltd.

Notes

Priority Area Tags: language

Curriculum Subject: English Language
Arts

Grade Level: P-3

9781771082815

 English
10 x 8 x 0.13 in
32 pages
 Nimbus Publishing

The King of Keji
By (author) Jan L. Coates   ,  Illustrated by Patsy MacKinnon  
May 15, 2015 |  Paperback , Paperback |

Jacob’s brother, Ben, is always king of the castle. Jacob is tired of being the dirty
rascal

Jacob and his grandfather decide to set out on a camping trip to Nova Scotia’s
Kejimkujik National Park. There, they find lots of hidden treasure fit for a king,
like emeralds (the green of a hemlock’s foliage), amber (the eyes of a deer), and
diamonds (in the sky).

Jacob even builds himself a crown, and it isn’t long before Gramps declares Jacob
the King of Keji!

Contributor Bio

Jan L. Coates is the author of several books for young readers, including A Hare
in the Elephant’s Trunk, which was a finalist for the Governor General’s Literary
Award. She lives in Nova Scotia’s beautiful Annapolis Valley, with her husband,
Don, and a Golden Irish named Charlie. When her kids, Liam and Shannon, were
little, they loved camping at Keji. Visit her at jancoates.ca

Patsy MacKinnon is the illustrator of Heartsong and The Village of Wood Duck.A
member of the prestigious Canadian Society of Painters in Watercolour, Patsy
lives in New Waterford, Nova Scotia.
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Atlantic Publishers Priority Areas Learning Resources 2018: English Language Arts

Subject

JUVENILE FICTION / General

Audience

Juvenile

Distributor

Nimbus Publishing Ltd.

Notes

Priority Area Tags: ability/disability,
ethnicity

Curriculum Subject: English Language
Arts

Grade Level: 4-6

9781927502174

 English
5 x 7.5 x 0.38 in
156 pages
 Acorn Press

Kira's Secret
By (author) Orysia Dawydiak  
Oct 30, 2013 |  Paperback , Trade |

Twelve-year-old Kira loves to swim. But her parents, who adopted her as a baby,
have forbidden her to go near the sea where they live on the north Atlantic coast.
Frustrated by their rules, Kira decides to rebel and jumps into the icy waters. She is
shocked by what she learns about herself. With the help of her friend Cody, Kira
begins the search for her original family. She soon discovers why her adoptive
parents were afraid to let her go into the sea.

Contributor Bio
Orysia Dawydiak was the first child born to immigrant parents who settled in
Northern Ontario. She grew up with a foot in both worlds, on a diet rich in
Ukrainian traditions and stories. She lives on a small farm on Prince Edward Island
where she raises sheep and dogs. She writes books on livestock protection dogs,
and has also written award-winning fiction for children and young adults. Her first
novel, House of Bears, was published by Acorn in 2009.
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Atlantic Publishers Priority Areas Learning Resources 2018: English Language Arts

Subject

JUVENILE FICTION / Family /
Parents

Audience

Juvenile

Audience range

Age (years) from 9 - 13, Grade (US)
from 4 - 8, Reading age from 7 - 10

Distributor

Formac Lorimer Book Distributing
Ltd.

Notes

Priority Area Tags: socioeconomic
status

Curriculum Subject: English Language
Arts, Health Education, Physical
Education

Grade Level: 4-6

9781552778753

 English
5 x 7.75 x 0.25 in
104 pages
 Lorimer
 James Lorimer & Company Ltd.,

Publishers

Lorimer Sports Stories

Making Select
By (author) Steven Barwin  
Sep 08, 2011 |  Hardcover , Paper over boards |

Hockey is all Tyler ever wanted to do. But when he finally makes the Select team,
things aren't how he imagined it. Tyler divides his time between playing for fun in
house league and playing high-stakes hockey in Select. But trying to succeed at
both is wearing him down: the house league team accuses him of holding back,
and the pressure to win during Select games is immense. And the pressure isn't
just coming from the players and the coach, it's coming from somewhere much
closer to home -- his hockey-loving mom. Tyler's burnt out and feeling crushed by
the stress, but how can he give up the game he loves?

In Making Select, author Steven Barwin tackles a hockey issue that has been
much talked in recent years -- youth hockey burnout.

Contributor Bio

STEVEN BARWIN is a middle school teacher in Vaughan, Ontario. He is the
author of several Sports Stories novels including Fadeaway, Rock Dogs, SK8ER,
and Icebreaker, which was chosen as a Canadian Children's Book Centre Best
Books for Kids and Teens selection.

Reviews

"Tyler is a strong character...Secondary characters advance the story...the
dialogue rings true...Those middle school readers who struggle with finishing a
book will be comfortable with this short novel that addresses a real problem for
younger elite athletes." Rated G - Good, even great at times, generally useful -
Joan Marshall, Resource Links

"..depicts parents who, at first, seem uncaring but after better communicating
together, end up supporting their child's life choices....includes enough sports
scenes to propel the action. These satisfying reads are good for reluctant readers, 
especially those with sports interests..." - Jane Van Wiemokly, VOYA (U.S.)
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Atlantic Publishers Priority Areas Learning Resources 2018: English Language Arts

Subject

JUVENILE FICTION / General

Audience

Juvenile

Audience range

Age (years) from 3 - 8

Distributor

LitDistCo

Notes

Priority Area Tags: language

Curriculum Subject: English Language
Arts, Science

Grade Level: P-2

9781927917169

 English
7 x 9 x 0.5 in
40 pages
 Running the Goat

Mallard, Mallard, Moose
By (author) Lori Doody   ,  Illustrated by Lori Doody  
Apr 25, 2018 |  Paperback , Trade |

Building on the success of Capelin Weather and The Puffin Problem, Lori Doody
is back with a delightfully witty book about two mallard ducks who plague a
moose.

One day a moose walks into town, and inexplicably, two mallards tag along. The
moose wants nothing more than to get rid of those pesky mallards, but they
follow him everywhere. He can't duck them at the harbour--they're afraid of the
seagulls; downtown, the pigeons give them pause. No matter where he goes, those
mallards follow. Until, that is, the moose finds the perfect solution--duck, duck,
goose.

With vibrant illustrations, and simple, playful language, Doody has created
another charming story for young readers and listeners.

Contributor Bio

Newfoundland-born Lori Doody is well-known as a printmaker, especially for her
etchings. In 2005 she was named Emerging Artist of the year by the
Newfoundland and Labrador Arts Council. Her first two children's books were
published in 2017. She lives in St. John's with her husband and their two children.
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Atlantic Publishers Priority Areas Learning Resources 2018: English Language Arts

Subject

JUVENILE FICTION / Travel

Audience

Juvenile

Audience range

Age (years) from 8 - 12

Distributor

Nimbus Publishing

Notes

Priority Area Tags: language

Curriculum Subject: English Language
arts

Grade Level: 4-6, P-3

9780987747051

 English
5.5 x 8 x 0.15 in
68 pages

 Chocolate River Publishing

Maya and Mitaine
From Saint John to Paris
By (author) Joanie Duguay   ,  Illustrated by Réjean Roy  
Oct 31, 2016 |  Paperback , Trade |

Maya is off to Paris with her mother to attend a haute couture fashion show of an
up-and-coming Acadian designer, Elise Bourque. But her elderly cat, Mitain, is not
well and Maya is worried that she won’t be there when she gets back. She’s also
worried about missing her father’s trip to port because he is working on the
Queen Mary II. 

The Paris fashion scene is bound to delight young readers, and the loss of a
beloved pet will tug at their heartstrings. 

This early chapter book is beautifully illustrated by Réjean Roy, and the
endpapers resemble a passport to go with the travel theme. It is a translation of
the Bouton d’or Acadie title Maya et Mitain : De Saint-Jean à Paris.
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Atlantic Publishers Priority Areas Learning Resources 2018: English Language Arts

Subject

JUVENILE FICTION / Humorous
Stories

Audience

Juvenile

Audience range

Age (years) from 9 - 12, Grade (US)
exact 3, Reading age from 7 - 8

Reading Levels

Lexile measure: 620L 

Distributor

Formac Lorimer Book Distributing
Ltd.

Distributor

Lerner Publisher Services

Notes

Priority Area Tags: gender

Curriculum Subject: English Language
Arts

Grade Level: 3-6

9781459411463

 English
 b&w comic strip style illustrations

throughout
5 x 7.75 x 0.5 in
152 pages
 Lorimer
 James Lorimer & Company Ltd.,

Publishers

Mermaid Warrior Squad
By (author) Karin Adams   ,  Illustrated by Janine Carrington  
Aug 15, 2017 |  Paperback , Trade |

Shy Dylan arrives at a summer arts camp and immediately connects with
flamboyant Coral. They bond over the aquatic theme of the camp and a drive to
create comic books. The two girls plan a comic book about lifeguards who are
transformed into mermaids and fight for eco-justice in the sea.

At first Dylan wishes she could be more outgoing, like Coral. But Coral's tendency
to appear loud and foolish pushes Dylan back behind the scenes, where she has
always been comfortable. When Coral draws the attention of the camp mean girls
and a boy who is determined to prank the camp's final show, Dylan has a decision
to make. Should she stay on the bullies' good side, or should she step out of her
comfort zone to save Coral and the show?

Using comic-book illustrations starring Dylan's and Coral's alter egos, this book
combines humorous text with an exciting but quite real-life comic-book
adventure.

Contributor Bio

KARIN ADAMS is the author of Frostbite Hotel, Lights! Curtains! Cows!, No TV?
No Fair!, and My Best Friend Is a Viral Dancing Zombie. She shares her passion
for creative writing with young people through Manitoba's Artists in the Schools
program and in her popular library workshops. Karin has also worked as an
instructor at the University of Winnipeg. She lives in East St. Paul, Manitoba.

JANINE CARRINGTON specializes in illustration. She was taught the basics of
drawing at an early age by her father and continued her artistic education at the
Etobicoke School of the Arts, and Ontario College of Art and Design. She lives in
Toronto, Ontario.

Reviews

"Readers will identify with Dylan's difficulties in navigating social situations ... The
combination of graphic novel and chapter book, as well as the short chapters and
appealing narrative make Mermaid Warrior Squad an excellent choice for
reluctant readers." - Christine McCrea, librarian,, CM: Canadian Review of
Materials

"Though the plot is somewhat predictable, the characters are well developed and
will appeal to readers who may see themselves (or a friend) in Dylan and Coral.
The struggles Dylan faces with bullies, identity and shyness are age appropriate
and well written." - Ana Malespin, Resource Links
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Subject

JUVENILE FICTION / People &
Places / Canada / Native Canadian

Audience

Juvenile

Audience range

Age (years) to 4 - 8

Distributor

Nimbus Publishing

Notes

Priority Area Tags: socioeconomic
status, language

Curriculum Subject: English Language
Arts, Social Studies - History, Social
Studies - Mi''kmaq Studies, Mi''kmaw
Language

Grade Level: P-2

9781927502853

 English
8 x 10 in
32 pages

 Acorn Press

Minegoo: The Mi'Kmaq Creation Story of Prince Edward
Island
By (author) Sandra Dodge  
May 31, 2017 |  Paperback , Trade |

He sends His messenger,
Loon,
to tell Kluskap,
“Take Minegoo and place
her in the most beautiful
spot on earth.”
Kluscap’s two helpers,
Eagle and Whale,
help him search the
wide world over.
They fly here.
They swim there.
They look under mountains
and over valleys.
They search every inch of
Mother Earth
until they come to...
The Singing Waters
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Subject

JUVENILE FICTION / Animals /
Deer, Moose & Caribou

Audience

Juvenile

Audience range

Age (years) from 4 - 8

Distributor

UTP Distribution

Notes

Priority Area Tags: language

Curriculum Subject: English Language
Arts, Science

Grade Level: P-2

9781771031004

 English
8 x 10 x 0 in
32 pages
 Breakwater Books Ltd.

Moose's Roof
By (author) Jennifer Maruno   ,  Illustrated by Laurel Keating
Mar 20, 2017 |  Paperback , Trade |

Until he discovered a park pavilion, Moose never knew life beneath a roof. His
friends Beaver, Bear and Squirrel, however, all seemed to be roof experts. Moose
decides to put his antlers to good use. With his friends' help, he soon has a
permanent roof over his head. But it becomes more trouble than worth. Moose
can't lie down to sleep, can't balance when he walks and can't reach the tender
weeds at the bottom of the pond. His friends can only offer advice from the life
they know, which is no help at all to tired, cranky Moose.When a sudden storm
blows his roof away, his aches and pains disappear. Moose gets a good night sleep
and eats a wonderful weedy breakfast. He realizes the sky over his head is roof
enough for him.

Contributor Bio
Jennifer Maruno began her publishing career with award winning educational
materials for The Peel District School Board and the Ontario Ministry of
Education. She is one of the authors of Explorations, a mathematics program for
Addison-Wesley of Canada, and worked with TVO in developing teaching
materials for the television show Mathica's Mathshop. For her contributions to
educational writing, she received the Federation of Women Teachers Writing
Award, the National Council of Teachers Award of Excellence and The Award of
Merit from the National School Public Relations Association. She holds a Masters
of Education, Principal's and Primary Specialists certification and is a graduate of
the Institute of Children's Literature and the Humber School of Writers summer
program.Her short stories have appeared in a variety of children's magazines in
Great Britain, United States and Canada. Born in Niagara Falls, Ontario, Jennifer
came from a book loving family. She worked as a library helper in the old red brick
library on Victoria Avenue while attending Valley Way Public school. Her
childhood ambition was to have a book with her name on the spine sitting on the
shelf.Her first children's novel, When the Cherry Blossoms Fell won nominations
for the Hackmatack and Young Readers of Canada Awards.Educator, researcherReviews

"…an excellent choice for a rich read-aloud and discussions in the classroom about
shelter, animals or about being a friend. - CM Magazine
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Subject

JUVENILE FICTION / Social Themes
/ Friendship

Audience

Juvenile

Audience range

Age (years) from 6 - 9, Grade (US)
from 2 - 3, Reading age from 6 - 9

Reading Levels

Lexile measure: 610

Distributor

Formac Lorimer Book Distributing
Ltd.

Notes

Priority Area Tags: gender

Curriculum Subject: English Language
Arts

Grade Level: P-3

9781459502895

 English
 b&w illustrations
5 x 7.5 x 1 in
56 pages
 Formac
 Formac Publishing Company Limited

Formac First Novels

Morgan on Ice
By (author) Ted Staunton   ,  Illustrated by Bill Slavin  
Sep 18, 2013 |  Hardcover , Cloth over boards |

Best Books for Kids & Teens - Canadian Children's Book Centre -
2014 2014, Commended

Morgan doesn't like to skate, and he's determined not to learn. What he really
wants to do is go to see Monster Truck-A-Rama with Charlie. Aldeen is not
impressed since Morgan already agreed to go to Princesses on Ice with her. Can
Morgan keep everyone happy, or is he skating on thin ice?

Morgan is at his loveable best in this wry, humourous, true-to-life story.

Contributor Bio

TED STAUNTON lives in Port Hope, Ontario. He has written numerous children?
s books, many of which have been selected as Canadian Children's Book Centre
Best Books for Kids & Teens.

BILL SLAVIN has illustrated over forty books for children. He lives in Millbrook,
Ontario.

Reviews

"Kids will love the latest addition to the series, written with Ted Staunton's dry wit 
and humour ... the perfect transition into first novels." - Sandra O'Brien,
Canadian Children's Booknews
"This short beginning chapter book hits the mark with its plot, characterization, and 
vocabulary. The writing style and reading level is consistent, making it an excellent 
choice for children ready to transition to chapter books ... Morgan and Aldeen's 
tumultuous relationship is very realistic and their interactions are often hilarious. 
This series is a great addition to any elementary school library." Rated G: good 
even great at times! - Nicole Rowlinson, Resource Links
"Ted Staunton's titles in the First Novels series are entertaining and captivating ... 
ideal for children just beginning to read chapter books. Detailed illustrations also 
help highlight the story's plot and tone. The Morgan books are a great addition to 
all school libraries." Highly Recommended 4/4 stars - CM: Canadian Review of
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Subject

JUVENILE FICTION / Humorous
Stories

Audience

Juvenile

Audience range

Age (years) from 5 - 8, Grade (US)
exact 2, Reading age from 6 - 7

Reading Levels

Lexile measure: 610L

Distributor

Formac Lorimer Book Distributing
Ltd.

Distributor

Lerner Publisher Services

Notes

Priority Area Tags: ability/disability

Curriculum Subject: English Language
Arts

Grade Level: P-2

9781459505049

 English
 b&w illustrations
5 x 7.5 x 0.5 in
96 pages
 Formac
 Formac Publishing Company Limited

Be Brave, Morgan!

Morgan on Ice
By (author) Ted Staunton   ,  Illustrated by Bill Slavin  
Feb 01, 2018 |  Hardcover , Paper over boards |

Best Books for Kids & Teens - Canadian Children's Book Centre -
2014 2014, Commended

Morgan doesn't like to skate, and he's determined not to learn. What he really
wants to do is go to see Monster Truck-A-Rama with Charlie. Aldeen is not
impressed since Morgan already agreed to go to Princesses on Ice with her. Can
Morgan avoid conflict and keep everyone happy, or is he skating on thin ice?

With a situation young readers will recognize and enjoy, and a character they can
easily identify with, this is a book that will appeal to kids starting to read on their
own. The dyslexia-friendly features of the book include easier-to-read
typography, page layout, and reduced-contrast paper stock, along with
illustrations on every double-page spread that enhance the text.

Contributor Bio

TED STAUNTON has written numerous books for young people, including books
featuring Morgan and his group of friends.

BILL SLAVIN is a celebrated illustrator who lives in Millbrook, Ontario. He has
illustrated over 40 books for children, including The Cat Came Back.

Reviews

"Kids will love the latest addition to the series, written with Ted Staunton's dry wit 
and humour ... the perfect transition into first novels." - Sandra O'Brien,
Canadian Children's Booknews
"This short beginning chapter book hits the mark with its plot, characterization, and 
vocabulary. The writing style and reading level is consistent, making it an excellent 
choice for children ready to transition to chapter books ... Morgan and Aldeen's 
tumultuous relationship is very realistic and their interactions are often hilarious. 
This series is a great addition to any elementary school library." Rated G: good 
even great at times! - Nicole Rowlinson, Resource Links
"Ted Staunton's titles in the First Novels series are entertaining and captivating ... 
ideal for children just beginning to read chapter books. Detailed illustrations also 
help highlight the story's plot and tone. The Morgan books are a great addition to 
all school libraries." Highly Recommended 4/4 stars - CM: Canadian Review of
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Subject

JUVENILE FICTION / Humorous
Stories

Audience

Juvenile

Audience range

Age (years) from 5 - 8, Grade (US)
exact 2, Reading age from 6 - 7

Reading Levels

Lexile measure: 590L

Distributor

Formac Lorimer Book Distributing
Ltd.

Distributor

Lerner Publisher Services

Notes

Priority Area Tags: ability/disability

Curriculum Subject: English Language
Arts

Grade Level: P-2

9781459504974

 English
 b&w illustrations
5 x 7.5 x 0.5 in
96 pages
 Formac
 Formac Publishing Company Limited

Be Brave, Morgan!

Morgan the Brave
By (author) Ted Staunton   ,  By (author) Will Staunton   ,  Illustrated by Bill
Slavin  
Sep 29, 2017 |  Hardcover , Paper over boards |

CCBC Best Books for Kids & Teens 2018, Winner

Morgan's friend Curtis is throwing the birthday party to end all birthday parties.
Everyone in grade three will be there. But when Curtis announces that he?s going
to show Brain Eater, the scariest movie EVER, Morgan is nervous — he doesn?t
like scary movies. Can Morgan overcome his fear and still have fun at the party?

With a situation young readers will recognize and enjoy, and a character they can
easily identify with, this is a book that will appeal to kids starting to read on their
own. The dyslexia-friendly features of the book include easier-to-read
typography, page layout, and reduced-contrast paper stock, along with
illustrations on every double-page spread that enhance the text.

Contributor Bio

TED and WILL STAUNTON are a father and son team who have collaborated on
many projects—this is their second book together. TED has written numerous
books for young people, including books featuring Morgan and his group of
friends. Ted also writes and plays music with many people, including his son Will
and other members of the Maple Leaf Champions Jug Band. His website is
www.tedstauntonbooks.com. WILL spends much of his time driving back and
forth across Canada playing music with his rock/bluegrass band, Union Duke. In
between trips, he lives in Toronto with his wife and teaches music. His website is
www.willstaunton.com.

BILL SLAVIN is a celebrated illustrator who lives in Millbrook, Ontario. He has
illustrated over 40 books for children, including The Cat Came Back.

Reviews

"The large print and drawings on every two page spread will appeal to early
readers ... The illustration and layout are also billed as 'dyslexia friendly,' making
the book attractive on many levels." - Christine McCrea,, CM: Canadian Review
of Materials

"Morgan' predicament will be relateable to many young readers, as well as his
experiences with peer pressure and teasing. It's reassuring to know that everyone
gets scared sometimes, as Morgan himself realizes by the end of the birthday
party!" - Alice Albarda, Resource Links
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Subject

JUVENILE FICTION / General

Audience

Juvenile

Distributor

Nimbus Publishing Ltd.

Notes

Priority Area Tags: socioeconomic
status

Curriculum Subject: English Language
Arts

Grade Level: P-3

9781894838962

 English
9 x 9 in
24 pages
 Acorn Press

Morgan's Boat Ride
By (author) Hugh MacDonald   ,  Illustrated by Anna Bald  
Aug 01, 2014 |  Paperback , Trade |

Morgan and her dog head out on an accidental journey down the river that flows
past the summer cottage where they holiday with Morgan's mother. As they float
along the river they observe landscape and life on the water, various birds and
people enjoying the activities the river has to offer. But the story is not only about
their adventure, it is also about community, about how all the people who see them
drifting past hurry off to make sure that they come to no danger. The story ends at
the local wharf where the entire community comes together to celebrate their
adventure and their safe return.

Contributor Bio
Hugh MacDonald is a poet, editor, childrens’ author and novelist Hugh MacDonald
of Brudenell was poet laureate for Prince Edward Island from Jan 1, 2010, until
Dec 31, 2012. Morgan’s Boat Ride is his 14th book as author and editor.
MacDonald was perhaps best known to Islanders as the P.E.I. representative for
Random Acts of Poetry which has brought poetry to the streets and workplaces
across Canada. He has received several awards including the L.M. Montgomery
Children’s Literature Award for Chung Lee Loves Lobsters, and a first prize for
poetry from the Writers Federation of Nova Scotia. In 2004, he was presented
with the Award for Distinguished Contribution to the Literary Arts on Prince
Edward Island. He lives near Montague, PEI with his wife, Sandra.
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Subject

JUVENILE FICTION / Humorous
Stories

Audience

Juvenile

Audience range

Age (years) from 5 - 8, Grade (US)
exact 2, Reading age from 6 - 7

Reading Levels

Lexile measure: 600L

Distributor

Formac Lorimer Book Distributing
Ltd.

Distributor

Lerner Publisher Services

Notes

Priority Area Tags: ability/disability

Curriculum Subject: English Language
Arts

Grade Level: P-2

9781459505087

 English
 b&w illustrations
5 x 7.5 x 0.5 in
96 pages
 Formac
 Formac Publishing Company Limited

Be Brave, Morgan!

Morgan's Got Game
By (author) Ted Staunton   ,  Illustrated by Bill Slavin  
Feb 01, 2018 |  Hardcover , Paper over boards |

Morgan is left out of the loop when everyone begins bringing their Robogamer
Z7?s to school, linking up online with one another and playing at recess and lunch.
Even Aldeen, the Godzilla of Grade Three, has one. But when the other kids start
to suspect that Aldeen is faking her gaming, Morgan has to decide whether or not
to stand up to the bullies who are teasing her.

With a situation young readers will recognize and enjoy, and a character they can
easily identify with, this is a book that will appeal to kids starting to read on their
own. The dyslexia-friendly features of the book include easier-to-read
typography, page layout, and reduced-contrast paper stock, along with
illustrations on every double-page spread that enhance the text.

Contributor Bio

TED STAUNTON has written numerous books for young people, including books
featuring Morgan and his group of friends.

BILL SLAVIN is a celebrated illustrator who lives in Millbrook, Ontario. He has
illustrated over 40 books for children, including The Cat Came Back.

Reviews

"Ted Staunton is a wonderful writer for young people... For children learning to 
read chapter books, and particularly for those than enjoy humorous tales,
Morgan's Got Game is definitely a great choice." - Lisa Case, CM: Canadain
Review of Materials
"A funny look on how social gaming can pressure kids into following the crowd." -
Cassandra Adams, Educator
"As a simple, early reading novel for kids, Morgan's Got Game does the job 
admirably well. It's relevant to a child's life and interests and makes friendships and 
doing the right thing the center point of the plot ... Compelling and ultimately very 
readable for kids. And most importantly in a novel written for young kids, it's just a 
fun read about something that is a major part of a typical kid's life in today's 
society." - Jancee Wright, Librarian at ITT Technical Institute, NetGalley
Reviewer
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Subject

JUVENILE FICTION / People &
Places / United States / Native
American

Audience

Juvenile

Distributor

UTP Distribution

Notes

Priority Area Tags: ethnicity

Curriculum Subject: English Language
Arts

Grade Level: 4-6

9781550811674

 English
5.25 x 7.5 in
64 pages
 Breakwater Books Ltd.

Muinjij Becomes a Man
By (author) Saqamaw Misel Joe  
May 28, 2003 |  Paperback , Trade |

Muinji’j has been waiting all his life to make this trip with his grandfather-a trip to
the city to sell rich otter, beaver and muskrat pelts and bring back supplies to the
village. It’s a long expedition that tests Muinji’j’s reserves of strength, patience and
maturity. Just as he thinks he and his niskamij have faced all of their challenges, the
worst happens-his naskamij falls ill. Although Muinji’j gathers the medicine his
grandfather asks for, it doesn’t help fast enough. Both of them realize that there is
only one solution: Muinji’j must continue the jou ey alone. He must face the
challenges and mysteries of a city he has never seen, and retu to help his
grandfather as well as his village that relies on him.

Mi’kmaq Translation now available: Muinji’j Ji’nmua’sit

Now available as an interactive, online story on Second Life. 

Key Themes: Cultural Diversity, Language, Family, Mi’kmaq Culture, Spirituality,
Wisdom

Contributor Bio

Saqamaw Mi’sel Joe is the chief of the Miawpukek Mi’kamawey Mawi’omi -Conne 
River Mi’kmaq Tribal Nation in Newfoundland. The Miawpukek Band Reserve, 
which is the only one recognized in Newfoundland, has an on reserve population of 
approximately 700 people. The reserve is located on the south east shore of 
Newfoundland. The reserve covers an area of some 14 square miles. It lies 560 km 
from the capital city of St. John’s and 180 km from the nearest services center, 
Grand Falls. Saqamaw Mi’sel Joe was born in Miawpukek on June 4, 1947 into a 
strong Mi’kmaq family; both his grandfather and uncle have held the office of 
hereditary Saqamaw. He has been educated in all the Mi’kmaq ways and traditions. 

Reviews

A trip for supplies becomes an unexpected challenge of strength and courage in
this novel for middle readers. This simple and gentle story by first-time author
Mi'sel Joe offers a glimpse of Mi'kmaq life in Newfoundland early in the 20th
century. Clara Dunn's black and white sketches provide a visual sense of the
characters and life on the land. With it’s curriculum friendly themes… it's
emphasis on strong values and a humourous encounter, Muinji'j Becomes a Man
has appeal for teachers, parents and children alike. - Quill & Quire

Young readers will leave this novel wiser in the ways of early 20th-century native
life and spiritual values. - Susan Perren, the Globe and Mail
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Subject

JUVENILE FICTION / Family /
Multigenerational

Audience

Juvenile

Distributor

Nimbus Publishing Ltd.

Notes

Priority Area Tags: ethnicity

Curriculum Subject: English Language
Arts, Acadian Studies

Grade Level: P-3

9781771084000

 English
10.75 x 9.5 x 0.1 in
32 pages
 Nimbus Publishing

My Two Grandmothers
By (author) Diane Carmel Leger   ,  Illustrated by Jean-Luc Trudel  
Apr 05, 2016 |  Paperback , Trade |

New Brunswick Book Awards, Alice Kitts Memorial Award for
Excellence in Children's Writing 2017, Short-listed

Acadian Mémère and Scottish Nannie seem to have nothing in common but their
grandchildren, but in this endearing picture book from bestselling author Diane
Carmel Léger and noted illustrator Jean-Luc Trudel, difference is celebrated. A
co-publication with New Brunswick’s award-winning Bouton d’or Acadie and
simultaneously published in French, Nannie and  Mémère is a whimsically
illustrated, heartwarming tale of the special relationship between grandparents
and grandchildren, and a celebration of family, of all shapes and sizes.

Contributor Bio

For twenty years, Diane Carmel Léger lived in Victoria, British Columbia, where
she taught French Immersion and wrote books in both French and English.Yet, it
was her homesickness for the Maritimes that led her to writing over 25 years ago.
Diane is now living near her native village of Memramcook which was called la-
butte-à-Pétard before the deportation of 1755. Her first book, La butte à Pétard,
is an Acadian bestseller.

Jean-Luc Trudelis an artist from Montreal, Québec, specializing in children’s book
illustration. His most recent book, Ma petit boule d’amour, written by Jasmine
Dubé,was nominated for the Prix des libraires du Quebec in 2014.
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Subject

JUVENILE FICTION / Historical /
Canada / General

Audience

Young Adult

Audience range

Age (years) from 8 - 14, Grade (US)
from 3 - 8, Reading age from 8 - 14

Reading Levels

Lexile measure: 710L

Distributor

Formac Lorimer Book Distributing
Ltd.

Notes

Priority Area Tags: race

Curriculum Subject: English Language
Arts, Social Studies - History

Grade Level: 4-6

9781459408432

 English
5 x 7.75 x 1 in
168 pages
 Lorimer
 James Lorimer & Company Ltd.,

Publishers

Mystery in the Frozen Lands
By (author) Martyn Godfrey   ,  Introduction by Ken McGoogan  
Feb 27, 2015 |  Hardcover , Paper over boards |

Resource Links The Year's Best - Fiction Grades 7-12 2015, Winner

It's 1857, and teenager Peter Griffin joins a sea mission to solve a world-famous
mystery: what really happened to arctic explorer Sir John Franklin. Franklin and
his crew of 128 men had sailed from England twelve years earlier in search of the
Northwest Passage, a sea route through the Arctic between the Atlantic and
Pacific Oceans. Mysteriously, the entire Franklin expedition disappeared without
a trace.

Based on true events and real people, Peter's fictional first-person account brings
this Arctic adventure to new life. His journal details the long, dark days cooped up
on board the ship, the ever-present dangers lurking in the forbidding, icy
landscape, and the sadness that he and his shipmates experience as they come
closer to realizing the ultimate end of Franklin and his men.

In his introduction, Ken McGoogan provides readers with background on the
dramatic 2014 discovery of the wreck of Franklin's HMS Erebus and connects
these events to the story of the 1857 expedition.

[Fry reading level - 2.7

Contributor Bio

MARTYN GODFREY was one of Canada's most popular writers of fiction for
young people. He wrote over forty books, including the Lorimer Sports Stories
title Baseball Crazy and Plan B Is Total Panic, also published by Lorimer.
KEN MCGOOGAN is the internationally published, award-winning author of
eleven books and is well known for his biographical narratives centred on Arctic
exploration. His books have won numerous literary awards, including the Writers'
Trust of Canada Biography Prize, the Canadian Authors' Association History
Award, the UBC Medal for Canadian Biography, and the Pierre Berton Award for
Popular History.

Reviews

"Martyn Godfrey first published this book in 1988 and it has stood the test of time 
well. A fine introductory essays by Ken McGoogan explains some of the 
developments that have taken place in the twenty-seven years between the earlier 
publication and this later edition. Rated E, excellent." - Joan Givner,,
Resource Links
"Lorimer?s Hi-Lo Readers are excellent for readers who are ready for deeper 
material. The books are over 100 pages, but the storytelling is accomplished with 
direct sentences that maintain a vivid level of description and information. Give 
this one to your historical fiction fans and watch them tear through it." - Mom 
Read It
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Subject

Audience

Juvenile

Audience range

Age (years) from 0 - 15

Distributor

UTP Distribution

Notes

Priority Area Tags: language

Curriculum Subject: English Language
Arts

Grade Level: P-2

9781550816549

 English
 B&W illustrations
8 x 10 x 0.25 in
 Breakwater Books Ltd.

The Newfoundland and Labrador Colouring Book
By (author) Jennifer Morgan  
Jun 15, 2016 |  Paperback , Trade |

Cuffs and vamps and mummers—Oh my! The Newfoundland and Labrador
Colouring Book has puffins and moose and icebergs by the boat load. Get your
crayons out and have a time colouring your way through beautiful Newfoundland
and Labrador!
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Subject

JUVENILE FICTION / Social Themes
/ Death & Dying

Audience

Juvenile

Audience range

Age (years) from 9 - 13, Grade (US)
from 4 - 8, Reading age from 7 - 10

Distributor

Formac Lorimer Book Distributing
Ltd.

Notes

Priority Area Tags: race

Curriculum Subject: English Language
Arts, Health Education, Physical
Education

Grade Level: 4-6

9781459401761

 English
5 x 7.75 x 1 in
144 pages
 Lorimer
 James Lorimer & Company Ltd.,

Publishers

Lorimer Sports Stories

Not Out
By (author) Dirk McLean  
Sep 12, 2012 |  Hardcover , Paper over boards |

Best Book for Kids & Teens Selection (Canadian Children's Book
Centre) 2013, Commended

Since Dexter’s parents’ death, he’s been living with his aunt in her Scarborough
apartment. Even though it’s been two years, Dexter is still struggling to control his
anger and so far the best way for him to do this is through sports. Then one day he
snaps and attacks the pitcher during a baseball game, and Dexter suddenly finds
himself off the team. His aunt gives him two options: find another sports team, or
go back to trombone lessons. But no other coach seems willing to give Dexter and
his now-legendary temper a chance.

Dexter’s best friend, Atul, suggests that he try out for the school’s cricket squad,
but Dexter’s not so sure. Despite his Caribbean heritage, he knows almost
nothing about cricket, and thinks it’s a wimpy sport anyway. But he finds that his
batting skills from baseball translate effortlessly, and Dex makes the team with
ease. He even starts to enjoy himself — but the cricket squad captain, jealous of
his natural skill, soon makes his life more difficult than before. Dexter must find a
way to control his anger and come to terms with both his new sport and his new
life.

Contributor Bio

DIRK McLEAN is the author of children’s picture books. He has also written radio
drama and stage plays which have toured southern Ontario elementary schools.
Dirk was born in Trinidad, but now lives in Toronto, Ontario.

Reviews

"McLean incorporates humour and a romantic interest for Dexter... Most
heartwarming is Dexter's gradual acceptance of the loss of his parents" Rated G -
good, even great at times, generally useful! - Patricia Jermey, Resource Links

"The story is very good... I appreciated McLean's skill in creating a character who
based his self-esteem in sport and who is struggling to find meaning elsewhere
since the death of his parents. McLean shows a real strength in showing readers
Dexter's world-view." Recommended - John Dryden, CM: Canadian Review of
Materials
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Subject

JUVENILE FICTION / Family /
Siblings

Audience

Education

Audience range

Age (years) from 8 - 13, Grade (US)
from 3 - 8

Distributor

James Lorimer & Company Ltd.,
Publishers

Distributor

James Lorimer & Company Ltd.,
Publishers

Notes

Priority Area Tags: gender

Curriculum Subject: English Language
Arts, Physical Education

Grade Level: 4-6

9781552778418

 English
5 x 7.75 x 0.25 in
152 pages
 Lorimer
 James Lorimer & Company Ltd.,

Publishers

Lorimer Sports Stories 52

Off the Wall
By (author) Camilla Reghelini Rivers
Aug 10, 2011 |  Electronic book text , PDF , Digest |

Indoor soccer is what Lizzie does best. At school other kids bug her and her teacher
thinks she's a troublemaker, but during a game she feels focused, free. 

Lately, however, her younger sister Shelby has taken up the game. Shelby's a nice
kid, but she leads a charmed life--she copies everything Lizzie does, then does it
better. Soon Shelby is a soccer star and her team is challenging Lizzie's in
tournament play. When the girls are pitted against each other on the field, hurt
feelings fuel a brutal competition, with dangerous results. 

Off the Wall shows the difficulty of acknowledging the best qualities in those we
love, and in ourselves.
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Subject

Audience

Education

Audience range

Age (years) from 9 - 13, Grade (US)
from 4 - 8, Reading age from 7 - 10

Distributor

Formac Lorimer Book Distributing
Ltd.

Notes

Priority Area Tags: gender

Curriculum Subject: English Language
Arts, Health Education, Physical
Education

Grade Level: 4-6

9781552778517

 English
5 x 7.75 x 0.25 in
136 pages
 Lorimer
 James Lorimer & Company Ltd.,

Publishers

Lorimer Sports Stories 43

Offside!
By (author) Sandra Diersch  
Aug 10, 2011 |  Paperback , Digest |

Alecia's Vancouver soccer team, the Burrards, are a good, hard-fighting squad--her
teammates are her friends and her coach is her loving step-dad. 

When Lexi, a new kid, joins the team, her bad attitude makes things fall apart fast.
Alecia decides to find out what makes Lexi so difficult, and to hold the team
together, on the field and off. 

Offside! shows how embracing unexpected change can make teams, and players,
stronger.

Contributor Bio

SANDRA DIERSCH has written nine other books for kids and teens, including No
Contact and Home Court Advantage, which is a Canadian Children's Book Centre
Best Books for Kids and Teens selection. She lives in Maple Ridge, BC, with her
husband and young daughter.
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Subject

JUVENILE FICTION / Animals /
Fishes

Audience

Juvenile

Distributor

UTP Distribution

Notes

Priority Area Tags: language

Curriculum Subject: English Language
Arts

Grade Level: P-2

9780919948860

 English
8 x 10.12 x 0.25 in
32 pages
 Breakwater Books Ltd.

One Wonderful Fine Day for a Sculpin Named Sam
By (author) Al Pittman   ,  Illustrated by Shawn O’Hagan  
Apr 10, 2013 |  Hardcover , Sewn |

Sam, the colourful sculpin, is different. And on one warm summer day, he swims
through an underwater community teeming with lively fish of all shapes and sizes.
But Sam doesn’t look like anyone else. He feels lonely. Until he finds Sara, his
perfect match, in a world where everyone is different in their own way. Al
Pittman’s classic story, vibrantly illustrated by Shawn O’Hagan, is a perennial
favourite. Breakwater Books is proud to make One Wonderful Fine Day for a
Sculpin Named Sam available in a new edition for a whole new generation of
readers.

Contributor Bio
Al Pittman was a prolific author of poetry, drama, and children’s literature, and the
winner of many literary awards, including the Stephen Leacock Centennial Award
and the Lydia Campbell Award for Writing. A longtime resident of Corner Brook,
NL, Pittman passed away in 2001, at the age of sixty-one. Pittman's numerous
awards include the Stephen Leacock Centennial Award, the Lydia Campbell Award
for Writing, and the Writers’ Alliance of Newfoundland and Labrador Book Award
for Poetry.

Shawn O’Hagan was born in Toronto and has made her home in Newfoundland.
She has illustrated seven children’s books including Flights of Magic by John
Steffler, which was nominated for a Governor General’s Award for Children’s
Book Illustration, and Robert Munch’s Get Me Another One.
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Subject

JUVENILE FICTION / Animals /
Fishes

Audience

Juvenile

Distributor

UTP Distribution

Notes

Priority Area Tags: language

Curriculum Subject: English Language
Arts

Grade Level: P-2

9781550814156

 English
8 x 10.12 x 0.25 in
32 pages
 Breakwater Books Ltd.

One Wonderful Fine Day for a Sculpin Named Sam
By (author) Al Pittman   ,  Illustrated by Shawn O’Hagan  
Apr 23, 2014 |  Paperback , Trade |

Sam, the colourful sculpin, is different. And on one warm summer day, he swims
through an underwater community teeming with lively fish of all shapes and sizes.
But Sam doesn’t look like anyone else. He feels lonely. Until he finds Sara, his
perfect match, in a world where everyone is different in their own way. Al
Pittman’s classic story, vibrantly illustrated by Shawn O’Hagan, is a perennial
favourite. Breakwater Books is proud to make One Wonderful Fine Day for a
Sculpin Named Sam available in a new edition for a whole new generation of
readers.

Contributor Bio
Al Pittman was a prolific author of poetry, drama, and children’s literature, and the
winner of many literary awards, including the Stephen Leacock Centennial Award
and the Lydia Campbell Award for Writing. A longtime resident of Corner Brook,
NL, Pittman passed away in 2001, at the age of sixty-one. Pittman's numerous
awards include the Stephen Leacock Centennial Award, the Lydia Campbell Award
for Writing, and the Writers’ Alliance of Newfoundland and Labrador Book Award
for Poetry.

Shawn O’Hagan was born in Toronto and has made her home in Newfoundland.
She has illustrated seven children’s books including Flights of Magic by John
Steffler, which was nominated for a Governor General’s Award for Children’s
Book Illustration, and Robert Munch’s Get Me Another One.
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Subject

JUVENILE FICTION / Social Themes
/ Friendship

Audience

Juvenile

Audience range

Age (years) from 8 - 13, Grade (US)
from 3 - 8

Distributor

James Lorimer & Company Ltd.,
Publishers

Distributor

James Lorimer & Company Ltd.,
Publishers

Notes

Priority Area Tags: ability/disablity,
gender

Curriculum Subject: English Language
Arts, Health Education, Physical
Education

Grade Level: 4-6

9781552778432

 English
5 x 7.75 x 0.25 in
138 pages
 Lorimer
 James Lorimer & Company Ltd.,

Publishers

Lorimer Sports Stories

Out of Sight
By (author) Robert Rayner
Aug 10, 2011 |  Electronic book text , PDF , Digest |

Linh-Mai has always admired the acrobatic moves of her soccer teams goalie --
Flyin' Brian. But her admiration becomes concern when an eye disease causes
Brian to start losing his vision. She's determined to help Brian keep playing for as
long as possible. But as his eyesight continues to deteriorate, it becomes clear that,
to be a true friend, Linh-Mai must help Brian accept that some things are going to
change.

Contributor Bio
ROBERT RAYNER is a former elementary school principal in St. George, New
Brunswick. He is the author of a set of soccer Sports Stories about a gang of
soccer-mad kids from fictional Brunswick Valley. Of these sports novels, Walker's
Runners was nominated for the Ann Connor Brimer Award, Just for Kicks and
Falling Star were both Hackmatack Award nominees, and Suspended and Miss
Little's Losers Canadian Children's Book Centre Our Choice selections.
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Subject

JUVENILE FICTION / General

Audience

Juvenile

Distributor

Nimbus Publishing Ltd.

Notes

Priority Area Tags: language

Curriculum Subject: English Language
Arts

Grade Level: P-3

9781894838955

 English
8 x 9 x 0.13 in
32 pages
 Acorn Press

Owen's Pirate Adventure
By (author) Patti Larsen   ,  Illustrated by Shaun Patterson  
Jul 18, 2013 |  Paperback , Trade |

Every kid wants to be a pirate, don't they? Owen's nighttime prayer to be a pirate
attracts the attention of a crew who whisk him away on their magical flying ship.
But the pirate's life isn't what he expected-especially when they are attacked by a
rival vessel, a hungry sea monster before angering a storm cloud. Owen recruits his
new monster friend to rescue him and return him home.

Contributor Bio

Patti Larsen is an award-winning middle grade and young adult author with a
passion for the paranormal. Her YA thriller series, The Hunted, is available now.
Book one of that series, RUN, is a recent recipient of the 2012 PEI Book Awards
for Fiction. Ten books of her very popular Hayle Coven Novels, beginning with
Family Magic, are also out now. Her YA steampunk series, Blood and Gold, can be
found on Amazon, along with her YA paranormal novel, Best Friends Forever, The
Diamond City Trilogy, The Clone Chronicles and more. Her middle grade novel,
The Ghost Boy of MacKenzie House (Acorn Press), is available now. She is a full
time writer and a part time teacher of her Get Your Book Done program. Patti
lives on the East Coast of Canada with her very patient husband and four massive
cats.

With a BFA and MBA, Shaun Patterson’s professional experience working in the

68

P-6



Atlantic Publishers Priority Areas Learning Resources 2018: English Language Arts

Subject

JUVENILE FICTION / General

Audience

Juvenile

Audience range

Age (years) from 3 - 8

Distributor

LitDistCo

Notes

Priority Area Tags: language

Curriculum Subject: Science, English
Language Arts

Grade Level: 3-6

9781927917121

 English
9 x 9 x 0.5 in
32 pages
 Running the Goat

PB's Comet
By (author) Marnie Parsons   ,  Illustrated by Veselina Tomova  
Mar 27, 2018 |  Paperback , Trade |

PB spends her summer on Fox Island with the other sheep and goats, but she's
more interested in stargazing than nibbling on the grass. She knows a famous
astronomer once visited Toads Cove, and has set her sights on following in his
path and finding a comet. Her determination irks a cantankerous old goat who
plots to undermine her efforts.

This playful poetic tale about a sheep who won't give up and an old goat who
learns a thing or two is inspired by the author's community, where sheep and
goats really do graze on islands off the coast, and a famous astronomer really did
once visit.

Award-winning artist Veselina Tomova's illustrations offer a delightfully
whimsical complement to this charming story.

Contributor Bio

Marnie Parsons is an editor, letterpress printer, and publisher. She was born and
raised in Leamington, Ontario; she lives in Tors Cove, Newfoundland, where she
runs a small print shop with a view of Fox Island and the sheep and goats who
spend their summers there. On clear nights, she also has a great view of the stars.

Born in Sofia, Bulgaria, Veselina Tomova graduated from Leipzig's School of
Graphic Art and Book Design before moving to Newfoundland. She has
illustrated books in Germany, Bulgaria, and Canada, including the children's
books A Dozen Silk Diapers (Hyperion Press, 1995), Maggie & Hero (Fine Day
Books, 2007), and Spirited Away: Fairy stories of old Newfoundland (Running the
Goat, 2017).
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Subject

JUVENILE FICTION / Sports &
Recreation / Basketball

Audience

Juvenile

Audience range

Age (years) from 9 - 13, Grade (US)
from 4 - 8, Reading age from 7 - 10

Distributor

Formac Lorimer Book Distributing
Ltd.

Notes

Priority Area Tags: race, gender

Curriculum Subject: English Language
Arts, Physical Education

Grade Level: 4-6

9781459406025

 English
5 x 7.75 x 1 in
136 pages
 Lorimer
 James Lorimer & Company Ltd.,

Publishers

Lorimer Sports Stories

Pick and Roll
By (author) Kelsey Blair  
Mar 19, 2014 |  Hardcover , Paper over boards |

Jazz Smith-Mohapatra is the toughest and best player on her basketball team --
and this year she's determined to lead the team to a championship win. But in the
last game of the regular season, Jazz sets an offensive move called a pick and roll. A
player on the other team doesn't see it coming; she crashes into Jazz, and then onto
the floor. Though it's a play that Jazz has done many times, she's never hurt anyone
before. Now there's going to be a Fair Play Commission hearing to determine
whether the play was legal or not. But even worse than the possibility of being
suspended for the playoffs, Jazz's teammates are suddenly questioning her
physical style of play and whether the team can make it all the way to the pennant
without her. [Fry reading level - 3.0

Contributor Bio

KELSEY BLAIR played varsity women's basketball at the University of British
Columbia. During that time she was team captain for four years, leading her team
to two Canadian Interuniversity Sport National Championships. She later played
professional basketball in Sweden for two years before returning to Vancouver,
British Columbia, where she now works full time as a writer.

Reviews

"A slam dunk for girls who love sports, and an excellent example of diversity
without flag-waving." - Jeanne Fredriksen,, Booklist

"This story, like others in the [Lorimer Sports Stories series, uses sport as the
central theme to tell an engaging, relevant story for young readers.... There are
some good lessons about friendship, learning to move on after a setback, and
playing on a team." - Jaclyn McLean,, Resource Links

"I found it very fascinating and would be happy to put it on the shelves at my
library." - Damera Blincoe,, Librarian, NetGalley Reviewer
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Subject

JUVENILE FICTION / Historical /
Canada / Pre-Confederation

Audience

Juvenile

Audience range

Age (years) from 8 - 12

Distributor

Nimbus Publishing

Notes

Priority Area Tags: ethnicity

Curriculum Subject: English Language
Arts, Social Studies - History

Grade Level: 3-6

9781771086059

 English
5 x 7.5 x 0.5 in
176 pages
 Nimbus Publishing

Piper
By (author) Jacqueline Halsey  
May 16, 2018 |  Paperback , Trade |

It's 1773 and twelve-year-old Dougal Cameron and his whole family are set to
sail away from their Scotland home forever. When tragedy strikes, the family
must decide whether or not to make the trip without Dougal's father. Once the
ship departs, Dougal is drawn to the haunting sounds of the lone piper on board.
(The instrument, while still illegal in their homeland at the time, was brought
aboard to keep spirits up.) When a violent storm knocks the Hector two weeks off
course, Dougal's dream of becoming a piper has to take a back seat to keeping his
three little sisters alive.

Author Jacqueline Halsey spares no detail in this inspiring story of the brigantine
that brought the first Scottish immigrants to Nova Scotia, focusing on its difficult
journey, and the strong-willed and determined individuals who risked it all to call
Nova Scotia home.

Contributor Bio
Jacqueline Halsey lives in Dartmouth, Nova Scotia. In her books, she retells
historical events through the eyes of children. Peggy's Letters and Explosion
Newsie were both on the CCBC ? Best Books for Children and Teens lists. When
not writing, she spends her time teaching English to newcomers and helping take
care of McNabs Island, a place overflowing with history.

Reviews

"This recommended title would make an excellent cross-curricular read for a unit
on settlement, pioneers, or migration. It would also be eye-opening to compare
and contrast Dougal's experience on the ship with that of slaves being brought
from Africa." —Resource Links (NL)

"Piper invites comparison between the historical experiences of Highland Scots in
Nova Scotia and the current experiences of other groups around the world." —
National Reading Campaign
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Subject

JUVENILE FICTION / Action &
Adventure / Pirates

Audience

Juvenile

Distributor

UTP Distribution

Notes

Priority Area Tags: language

Curriculum Subject: English Language
Arts

Grade Level: P-2

9781550813616

 English
9.5 x 9.5 x 0.5 in
32 pages
 Breakwater Books Ltd.

Pirate Gran
By (author) Geraldine Durrant ,  Illustrator by Rose Forshall
Jul 12, 2011 |  Paperback , Trade |

Pirating isn’t the life for everyone, but Gran says it`s a career more girls should
think about. Meet Gran – who`s been a pirate since she was a young girl! With a
pet crocodile who sleeps under her bed and a wicked sense of humour, knowing
Gran is never dull! This witty and quirkily illustrated book will take kids on a
rollicking journey of pirating fun, and adults will struggle to contain their giggles.”

Key Themes: Grandparents, Feminism, Adventure

Contributor Bio

Whenever her grandchildren asked her what she did,  Geraldine Durrant teased
them that she was a pirate. In fact, she is a journalist living in England. Rose
Forshall has illustrated many articles for newspapers and magazines, including
The Guardian and The Independent on Sunday. Rose lives in London.

Reviews

“A feisty story, with plenty of pratfalls that older children will appreciate – and
some gentle feminism to please their mothers.” - Time Out - Time Out

“Rose Forshall’s comic-style illustrations provide a treasure trove of clues to
Gran's piratical past… Geraldine Durrant’s swashbuckling story of Gran’s
escapades and how she met and married Grandpa is awash with witty asides and
humour.” - Books for Keeps - Books for Keeps

"Pirate Gran [...] is indisputable truth, picture book confirmation, that grannies
were once unbridled girls, bold maidens, bodacious damsels, not homespun
grannies knitting in their rockers." - Harold Walters, the Southern Gazette
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Subject

JUVENILE FICTION / Action &
Adventure / Pirates

Audience

Juvenile

Distributor

UTP Distribution

Notes

Priority Area Tags: language

Curriculum Subject: English Language
Arts

Grade Level: P -2

9781550814460

 English
8.5 x 5.5 x 0.25 in
32 pages
 Breakwater Books Ltd.

Pirate Gran Goes For Gold
By (author) Geraldine Durrant ,  Illustrated by Rose Forshall
Sep 26, 2013 |  Paperback , Trade |

Gran’s back. And this time she is going for Gold! In her second book, Pirate Gran’s
got wind of the Olympics—and in her latest adventure with old shipmate Fingers
O’Malley, her long-suffering croc and the rest of the crew, she’s dead-set on
becoming World Champion Gran… FEISTIER, SPRYER, WRONG-ER – whatever it
takes, Gran is going to finish first. 

"A ‘swashbuckling story… awash with witty asides and humour’"  -- Books for
Keeps

Contributor Bio

Whenever her grandchildren asked her what she did, Geraldine Durrant always
teased them that she was a pirate. In fact, she is a journalist living in England.
Rose Forshall has illustrated many articles for newspapers and magazines,
including The Guardian and The Independent on Sunday. Rose lives in London.
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Subject

JUVENILE FICTION / Social Themes
/ Friendship

Audience

Juvenile

Audience range

Age (years) from 8 - 13, Grade (US)
from 4 - 8

Distributor

James Lorimer & Company Ltd.,
Publishers

Distributor

James Lorimer & Company Ltd.,
Publishers

Notes

Priority Area Tags: race, gender

Curriculum Subject: English Language
Arts, Physical Education

Grade Level: 4-6

9781552778456

 English
5 x 7.75 x 0.25 in
118 pages
 Lorimer
 James Lorimer & Company Ltd.,

Publishers

Lorimer Sports Stories 73

Play On
By (author) Sandra Diersch
Aug 10, 2011 |  Electronic book text , PDF , Digest |

Alecia is about to be adopted by a new stepfather, her soccer team, the Burrads, is
preparing for the championship game, and a cute new boy has arrived on the scene.
But there are even more changes on the horizon. The team's game is suffering as
the players get distracted by other interests. If the Burrads are to make it to the
finals, they must renew their commitment to their sport and to each other. 
Play On is the satisfying conclusion to the acclaimed series that also includes
Offside! and Alecia's Challenge.

Contributor Bio
SANDRA DIERSCH has taught writing courses to British Columbia students and
aspiring adult writers. She has written eight books to date, including Offside! and
Home Court Advantage, both Canadian Children's Book Centre Our Choice
selections. She lives in Maple Ridge, B.C., with her husband and young daughter.

www.sandradiersch.com
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Subject

JUVENILE FICTION / Sports &
Recreation / General

Audience

Juvenile

Audience range

Age (years) from 9 - 13, Grade (US)
from 4 - 8, Reading age from 7 - 10

Distributor

Formac Lorimer Book Distributing
Ltd.

Notes

Priority Area Tags: ethnicity

Curriculum Subject: English Language
Arts, Health Education, Physical
Education

Grade Level: 4-6

9781459400672

 English
5 x 7.75 x 1 in
128 pages
 Lorimer
 James Lorimer & Company Ltd.,

Publishers

Lorimer Sports Stories

Playing for Keeps
By (author) Steven Sandor  
Mar 21, 2012 |  Hardcover , Paper over boards |

One of the Year's Best for 2012 -- Resource Links 2012,
Commended

Hockey rules in Branko Stimac's new hometown, where its star players get the
royal treatment. Any other sport -- like soccer, where Branko excels -- is
considered second-rate. This means the sacrifices Branko's Croatian immigrant
father made so he can play in Canada go unnoticed, as does Branko's stellar
goalkeeping.

When Branko makes it onto the Edmonton Select team as the second-string
keeper, he keeps the accomplishment to himself, sure that no one in his home
town will care. But then a video of one of his spectacular saves gets posted on a
sports blog and goes viral. Suddenly Branko has more attention than he dreamed
of.

[Fry reading level - 3.7

Contributor Bio

STEVEN SANDOR is a professional sportswriter and magazine editor in
Edmonton, Alberta. His articles have appeared in Soccer 360 and Inside Soccer.
He also runs The 11, an online soccer magazine, and is the colour commentator
for FC Edmonton broadcasts.

Reviews

"Author Sandor deals with these issues in an appealingly realistic manner" -
Lesley Little, Resource Links

"An authentic portrayal of hockey versus soccer along with a convincing
immigrant story mark Playing For Keeps as truly Canadian." - Yahong Chi, CM:
Canadian Review of Materials

"a short, lively novel... This is a book about an Edmontonian soccer player and it
provides an accurate reflection of that community" - Benjamin Massey,
www.maple-leaf-forever.com
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Subject

JUVENILE FICTION / Animals /
Farm Animals

Audience

Juvenile

Audience range

Age (years) from 4 - 13

Distributor

LitDistCo

Notes

Priority Area Tags: language

Curriculum Subject: Arts Education,
English Language Arts

Grade Level: 3-6

9781927917107

 English
11 x 8 x 0 in
68 pages
 Running the Goat

Polly MacCauley's Finest, Divinest, Wooliest Gift of All
A Yarn for All Ages
By (author) Sheree Fitch   ,  Illustrated by Darka Erdelji
Jun 30, 2017 |  Hardcover

From one of Canada's most loved and lauded children's writers comes a new tale
about the joy of making things, the strength of community, and the warm reach of
generosity. This beautifully illustrated storybook blends poetry and prose,
infused with Fitch's trademark wit and playfulness, to tell the story of Polly
MacCauley, a bit of a mystery in her community of River John, who spends her
time making wondrous things with wool. When Star, a very special lamb, is born
on a nearby farm, Polly knows that with Star's wool she can make her 'finest,
divinest, wooliest gift of all'. But the greedy Count and Countess of far-off
Wooland have learned about the lamb's arrival, too, and are determined to add
her to their flock.

Will the good folk of River John join together to see that Star gets to her rightful
home? Will Polly be able to finish her masterpiece? Darka Erdelji's gorgeous
illustrations have just the right amount of whimsy, perfectly capturing the spirit of
Fitch's touching yarn.

Divided into nine short sections, this is a grand book to share aloud, or read alone.
It will appeal to children of all ages. And to knitters, weavers, spinners and the
warm-hearted everywhere.

Contributor Bio

Sheree Fitch has been a groundbreaking force in the literary arts in the Maritimes
and throughout Canada. Her unique voice and vision, and her award-winning
books and storytelling, have left their mark on two generations of children and
families. Among other awards, she holds three honorary doctorates from
Canadian universities for her contribution to Canadian literature, education and
for her work as a literacy advocate and activist for social justice, especially issues
affecting women and children.

She lives with her husband on a hobby farm in River John, Nova Scotia.
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Subject

JUVENILE FICTION / Sports &
Recreation / Basketball

Audience

Juvenile

Audience range

Age (years) from 9 - 13, Grade (US)
from 4 - 8, Reading age from 7 - 10

Distributor

Formac Lorimer Book Distributing
Ltd.

Distributor

Lerner Publisher Services

Notes

Priority Area Tags: gender

Curriculum Subject: English Language
Arts, Physical Education

Grade Level: 4-6

9781552776766

 English
5 x 7.75 x 0.5 in
128 pages
 Lorimer
 James Lorimer & Company Ltd.,

Publishers

Lorimer Sports Stories 40

Queen of the Court
By (author) Michele Martin Bossley  
Feb 15, 2011 |  Paperback , Digest |

Canadian Children's Book Centre Our Choice Selection 2000,
Winner

Kallana's father has suddenly decided that joining the basketball team will be a
"character-building" experience for her. But she can't dribble, she can't sink a
basket, and worst of all, she will have to wear one of those hideous uniforms?

Contributor Bio

MICHELE MARTIN BOSSLEY was born in Boston, Massachusetts, U.S.A., but
grew up in Calgary from the time she was five. She is the author of ten other
children's books including Taking a Dive runner-up for the R. Ross Annett Award
in Children's Literature and The Perfect Gymnast nominated for the 1999
Manitoba Reader's Choice Award. One of her more recent books Pool Princess
has been nominated for a Golden Eagle Children's Choice Award. Michele has
been involved in both synchronized swimming and competitive swimming since
her teens. She has also coached young swimmers and draws on much of that
experience for her books.

Reviews

An excellent choice for preteen girls. Highly recommended. - Deborah Dowson, 
Canadian Book Review Annual
Not everything is upbeat in the story. Sometimes things are desperately bad. The 
good and the bad are well presented and I found myself pulling for this bully who 
repents and learns to deal with unpleasant situations... this is a girl's counterpart to 
Matt Christopher's books. - Jean Huff
Queen of the Court is about finding oneself and determining what is important... 
The main character, like many her age, is fighting to fit in... As Kallana learns the 
rules of the game, she also begins to discover who she is and to challenge her own 
capabilities.
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Subject

JUVENILE FICTION / Sports &
Recreation / Basketball

Audience

Juvenile

Audience range

Age (years) from 9 - 13, Grade (US)
from 4 - 8, Reading age from 7 - 10

Distributor

Formac Lorimer Book Distributing
Ltd.

Distributor

Lerner Publisher Services

Notes

Priority Area Tags: gender

Curriculum Subject: English Language
Arts, Health Education, Physical
Education

Grade Level: 4-6

9781552776742

 English
5 x 7.75 x 0.5 in
104 pages
 Lorimer
 James Lorimer & Company Ltd.,

Publishers

Lorimer Sports Stories

Rebound
By (author) Adrienne Mercer
Feb 15, 2011 |  Paperback , Digest |

Canadian Children's Book Centre Our Choice Selection 2003,
Winner

C.J.'s just been made captain of the basketball team?but her teammate, Debi, is not
impressed, and she seems determined to make C.J. miserable. Then C.J. wakes up
one morning barely able to stand up. How can she show Debi up when she can't
even make it onto the court?

Contributor Bio
ADRIENNE MERCER lives in Nanaimo, BC, where she works in communications.
In addition to writing sports novels for Lorimer, Adrienne also writes for magazines
and has contributed short stories to several anthologies. Rebound is a Canadian
Children's Book Centre Best Books for Kids & Teens selection.

Reviews

"The British Columbia setting, sympathetic adults, and a gutsy protagonist are all
assets in this fine addition to any juvenile collection. The hardcover edition would
be worth the extra cost." - Highlands Regional Library Cooperative Book
Evaluation Program

Nanaimo writer Adrienne Mercer scored a three-pointer with her first young
adult novel. - Chris Koehn, Nanaimo Daily News
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Subject

JUVENILE FICTION / Social Themes
/ Values & Virtues

Audience

Juvenile

Audience range

Age (years) from 9 - 13, Grade (US)
from 4 - 8, Reading age from 7 - 10

Distributor

Formac Lorimer Book Distributing
Ltd.

Notes

Priority Area Tags: ethnicity

Curriculum Subject: English Language
Arts, Health Education, Physical
Education

Grade Level: 4-6

9781459403826

 English
5 x 7.75 x 1 in
128 pages
 Lorimer
 James Lorimer & Company Ltd.,

Publishers

Lorimer Sports Stories

Replay
By (author) Steven Sandor  
Mar 01, 2013 |  Hardcover , Cloth over boards |

Growing up above his parents' Chinese family restaurant in Sexsmith, Alberta,
Warren Chen has always dreamed of being a football star. At 90 pounds and five
feet tall, he's not exactly built like a linebacker, but even short kids from tiny
towns have big dreams. At first the coach is reluctant to even let him try out, but
soon he sees Warren's strengths -- he is small, slippery, and no one can catch him.
Warren is named the team's new running back.

In their first game of the season, the Sexsmith Shamrocks face their biggest rivals,
Grande Prairie. In a breathtaking dash along the sideline, Warren reaches the end
zone to score the game-winning touchdown -- almost. But Warren celebrates
anyway, and the referee buys it. Sexsmith's losing streak is broken, and Warren
has proven himself worthy to be on the team, a genuine football star! But he
knows it's not quite the truth, and sooner or later, someone will find out. Warren
has to decide whether to come clean and cost his school the victory, or continue
living the smalltown football dream.

[Fry reading level - 3.5

Contributor Bio

STEVEN SANDOR is a professional sportswriter and magazine editor. He is also a
colour commentator for FC Edmonton broadcasts. He lives and writes in
Edmonton, Alberta.

Reviews

"Sandor's experiences as a sportswriter and broadcaster are evident, creating an 
authentic basis for the story line. He effectively weaves strong life lessons about 
winning, losing, and fair play into Warren's story in a manner that is subtle and 
highly engaging." - Booklist (U.S.)
"In a well-written and compelling story, Sandor quietly explores ideas on how 
important pro sports are to our world and how the win-at-all-costs attitude can 
have a negative effect on children." - Wayne Arthurson, GigCity.ca news
magazine
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Subject

JUVENILE FICTION / Girls &
Women

Audience

Juvenile

Audience range

Age (years) from 10 - 13, Grade (US)
from 5 - 8

Distributor

James Lorimer & Company Ltd.,
Publishers

Notes

Priority Area Tags: ethnicity, gender

Curriculum Subject: English Language
Arts

Grade Level: 4-6

9781552778685

 English
5 x 7.75 x 0.25 in
136 pages
 Lorimer
 James Lorimer & Company Ltd.,

Publishers

Lorimer Sports Stories

Rescue Rider
By (author) Janet M. Whyte
Sep 08, 2011 |  Electronic book text , PDF , Trade |

Between showing the award-winning jumper Mirror Glider, working at South Hills
Stables, and washing dishes in her dad's South Asian family restaurant, thirteen-
year-old Dev Rani doesn't always have a lot of time left for homework or a social
life. But when Mirror Glider has an accident and is forced to retire, Dev is suddenly
faced with a new problem: Zim, a promising, but very disturbed, rescue horse. Dev
is charged with convincing this troubled Arabian to become the jumper she knows
he can be. But first, she needs to learn more about this abandoned horse's history
— and things get more complicated than she bargained for.

Contributor Bio

JANET M. WHYTE, a former horseback rider, now works as a library technician
at Langara College in Vancouver, British Columbia. She is the author of two
published novels, Charlie and Charlie on Tour, and a chapter book, Mr. Bert's
Story Time.
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Subject

EDUCATION / Early Childhood

Audience

Juvenile

Audience range

Age (years) from 4 - 6

Distributor

Nimbus Publishing

Notes

Priority Area Tags: socioeconomic
status

Curriculum Subject: English Language
Arts

Grade Level: P-2

9781772760408

 English
5 x 7 in
24 pages

 MacIntyre Purcell Publishing

Row Bot
By (author) B. A. Knowles  
Apr 05, 2017 |  Paperback , Trade |

It is not every day you meet a rowboat-rowing Row Bot (say that three times fast),
but here he is. The word play is simply magnificent and the book is pure fun. You'll
find yourself reading it aloud over and over and over again. Written for kids 4-6
years-old, this book is original in every sense of the word. If your child might like to
meet a genial Row Bot, come on along for the ride.

Contributor Bio

After completing a science degree at Dalhousie University, B.A. Knowles' career
path led her around the globe and back again. She lives along a dirt road
overlooking the waters of the Atlantic Ocean and just a stone's throw from where
she first spied the Row Bot. She now draws (literally) inspiration and motivation
from her husband and two young sons, their family exploits, and all the rhymes a
tub full of dirty dishes can evoke.
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Subject

JUVENILE FICTION / Sports &
Recreation / Track & Field

Audience

Juvenile

Audience range

Age (years) from 10 - 13, Grade (US)
exact 3, Reading age from 7 - 8

Reading Levels

Lexile measure: 540L

Distributor

Formac Lorimer Book Distributing
Ltd.

Notes

Priority Area Tags: race, ethnicity, 
religion, socioeconomic status

Curriculum Subject: English Language 
Arts, Social Studies - Mi''kmaq Studies

Grade Level: 4-9

9781459411906

 English
5 x 7.75 x 0.5 in
120 pages
 Lorimer
 James Lorimer & Company Ltd.,

Publishers

Lorimer Sports Stories

Run for Your Life
By (author) Trevor Kew  
Apr 28, 2017 |  Paperback , Trade |

Best Books for Kids & Teens Starred Selection - Canadian Children's
Book Centre 2017, Winner

For Chris Khalili, cross-country running is all about winning. And the only way he
can hit top speed is by imagining scary figures chasing him through the woods
around his home in Victoria, B.C. When forest fires to the north cause mass
destruction, Chris doesn't see why he has to participate in the charity run to help
refugees from the fire, when he should be concentrating on winning the city finals.

Chris becomes friends with Jason, a First Nations kid whose family has been
displaced by the fire. He and Jason train together, but Chris is horrified that the
shadowy figures in his mind have become stereotypical scary Natives. Chris is
even more surprised by his dad's sudden interest in helping Jason and his family.
For the first time, Chris wonders about his father's emigration from Iran as a
young man, and starts to think about what it means to be a refugee and to have to
actually run for your life. But without the fear of being pursued to spur him on,
how will Chris win the big race?

Contributor Bio

TREVOR KEW is an English teacher and enthusiastic soccer goalkeeper. He is
also the author of six Lorimer Sports Stories novels, including Run for Your Life,
Bench Brawl, and Trading Goals. Trevor grew up in B.C. and now lives and works
in Japan.

Reviews

"A highly recommended high-interest/low vocabulary title." ."
Resource Links Rating G - Good, even great at times, generally
useful!
- Angela Thompson, Resource Links

"An enjoyable read about running, friendship and descrimination." - Peter
Diggins, Reviewer ,, NetGalley

"An excellently written story that is perfect for middle-grade readers. A well-
paced story with hidden lessons. This book can teach priorities, acceptance, and
how important it is to stand up to bullies. Even readers who aren't sports fans can
enjoy reading this!" - Liliyana Shadowlyn, Reviewer,, NetGalley
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Subject

JUVENILE FICTION / Lifestyles /
City & Town Life

Audience

Juvenile

Distributor

Nimbus Publishing Ltd.

Notes

Priority Area Tags: language

Curriculum Subject: English Language
Arts

Grade Level: P-3

9781771082990

 English
8 x 8 x 0.5 in
32 pages
 Nimbus Publishing

Sea Glass Summer
By (author) Heidi Jardine Stoddart  
Apr 05, 2016 |  Hardcover , Dust jacket |

New Brunswick Book Awards, Alice Kitts Memorial Award for
Excellence in Children's Writing 2017, Short-listed

Molly loves searching for sea glass at Gram’s cottage. Each morning after
breakfast and tea, they wander the beach together, searching under driftwood, in
between pebbles, and in the surf for these ocean treasures. That is, until the day
the moving truck comes. Suddenly Molly finds herself spending autumn, winter,
and spring in a faraway city. When a surprise parcel arrives from Gram, Molly
wishes with all her might for another sea glass summer. Will her wish come true?

A gentle, lyrical story with vibrant paper-collage illustrations, Sea Glass Summer
explores the powerful lure of the ocean, and the meaningful treasures within.

Contributor Bio

Heidi Jardine Stoddart holds an MA in art education from the Nova Scotia
College of Art and Design, and she was an elementary school teacher where she
grew up in Kitchener-Waterloo, Ontario. Heidi currently lives in Rothesay, New
Brunswick, with her husband and their dog, Colby, who loves going to the beach.
She is the author and illustrator of East to the Sea, A Nothing-To-Do Day, and
Return to the Sea.
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Subject

JUVENILE NONFICTION /
Biography & Autobiography /
Cultural Heritage

Audience

Juvenile

Audience range

Age (years) from 5 - 13

Distributor

LitDistCo

Notes

Priority Area Tags: language

Curriculum Subject: Social Studies -
History, English Language Arts

Grade Level: 3-6

9781927917183

 English
12 x 9.5 x 0 in
48 pages
 Running the Goat

Seasons Before the War
By (author) Bernice Morgan   ,  Illustrated by Brita Granstrom
Nov 01, 2018 |  Hardcover

Originally written for a Christmas concert given by internationally-renowned
children's choir Shallaway, Bernice Morgan's Seasons Before the War is a
delightful, unsentimental remembrance of growing up in St. John's,
Newfoundland just before the city, and the world, changed irrevocably with the
advent of WWII.

This slightly fictionalized telling explores the delights of every day and of each
season: how Bernice and her siblings played and passed their time--watching the
fire trucks put out fires at the dump, going for messages at the local shops,
listening to stories by the kitchen stove--and the bigger moments of starting
school, and anticipating Christmas. Charged with the bright wonder of a child's
view, the book nevertheless contains the shadow of change; although mentioned
only in the book's title, war and its implications for childhood hang quietly over all.

Painted illustrations, by acclaimed UK-based illustrator Brita Granström,
beautifully capture the sweet nostalgia of Morgan's words and the joys of
childhood. Soft and playful, yet detailed and accurate, the illustrations add
immeasurably to the book, making it as much an art book as a storybook.

With beautiful paper, thoughtful design, and exceptional production values, this is
a book to be shared between generations, and to be treasured.

Contributor Bio

BERNICE MORGAN is author of Random Passage , which was filmed as a four-
part television series; its award-winning sequel, Waiting for Time; Cloud of Bone;
and The Topography of Love. Seasons Before the War is her first book for
children. She lives in St. John's, Newfoundland.

Swedish-born BRITA GRANSTRÖM is a painter and illustrator. She has
illustrated dozens of children's books, usually in collaboration with her partner
Mick Manning. Their most recent publications include Books, Books, Books
(published in conjunction with the British Library) and The Brontes. Brita and
Mick have received, or been nominated for, numerous awards, including two
nominations for the Astrid Lindgren Award, one of children's literature's most
prestigious international prizes.
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Subject

JUVENILE FICTION / Social Themes
/ Friendship

Audience

Juvenile

Audience range

Age (years) from 9 - 13, Grade (US)
from 4 - 8, Reading age from 7 - 10

Distributor

Formac Lorimer Book Distributing
Ltd.

Notes

Priority Area Tags: ability/disability

Curriculum Subject: English Language
Arts, Health Education, Physical
Education

Grade Level: 4-6

9781459408517

 English
5 x 7.75 x 1 in
136 pages
 Lorimer
 James Lorimer & Company Ltd.,

Publishers

Lorimer Sports Stories

Shot in the Dark
By (author) Janet M. Whyte  
Apr 21, 2015 |  Hardcover , Paper over boards |

Canadian Children's Book Centre Best Book for Kids and Teens
2015 2015, Winner

Nominated Red Cedar Award 2016-2017 2016, Nominated

Chocolate Lily Book Award 2018, Short-listed

Eighth-grader Micah is psyched to have made the BC junior goalball team -- even
though he gets the news while dealing with a flare-up of his degenerative eye
condition. What he's not happy about is his parents' decision to get him a guide
dog, and the possibility of losing his independence.

When Liam, a new, first-rate player, joins the goalball team, Micah's frustration
with his vision spills onto the court. He is rude to Liam and starts a fight with
another teammate, Sebastian, after practice. It's only with the help of Cam, his
Orientation and Mobility Specialist, that Micah starts to get a handle on his
aggression and trust people enough to communicate how he feels. But with the
team's big junior tournament in Richmond, B.C., quickly approaching, Micah has to
reconcile his differences with Liam and Sebastian -- both on and off the court -- to
become a real team player and help his team win the championship.

[Fry reading level - 3.9

Contributor Bio

JANET M. WHYTE is a former equestrian and the author of five books, including
the Lorimer Sports Stories novel Rescue Rider. Janet lives in Vancouver, BC,
where she works as a library technician at Langara College.

Reviews

"[Micah's story is engaging and his character is realistically drawn . . . Although 
some of Micah's problems are related to his difficulties with seeing, many of his 
daily struggles involve issues familiar to young readers: gaining independence 
from his parents, controlling his anger, and making friends. Shot in the Dark is a 
well-researched, insightful book." - Charis Cotter,, National Reading Campaign
"The extension of the Lorimer Sports Series to lesser-known Paralympic sports is a 
good one." - Patricia Jermey,, Resource Links
"Featuring covers clearly labeled with the sport in question, action-packed stories, 
and characters with diverse racial and socioeconomic backgrounds...sure to hook 
sporty middle school students." - School Library Journal
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Subject

JUVENILE FICTION / Sports &
Recreation / Basketball

Audience

Juvenile

Audience range

Age (years) from 9 - 13, Grade (US)
from 4 - 8, Reading age from 7 - 10

Distributor

Formac Lorimer Book Distributing
Ltd.

Distributor

Lerner Publisher Services

Notes

Priority Area Tags: gender

Curriculum Subject: English Language
Arts, Health Education, Physical
Education

Grade Level: 4-6

9781552776889

 English
5 x 7.75 x 0.5 in
120 pages
 Lorimer
 James Lorimer & Company Ltd.,

Publishers

Lorimer Sports Stories

Slam Dunk
By (author) Steven Barwin ,  By (author) Gabriel David Tick
Feb 15, 2011 |  Paperback , Digest |

Canadian Children's Book Centre Our Choice Selection 1998,
Winner

The Raptors are going co-ed?which means that for the first time ever, there will be
girls on the team. Mason's willing to see what these girls can do, especially after
meeting Cindy, who has some serious moves on the court. But the other guys aren't
so sure about this...

Contributor Bio
STEVEN BARWIN is a television writer who has written for such shows as John
Woo's television series Once a Thief; The Royal Canadian Air Farce; and Street
Cents. He is also a middle school teacher in Thornhill, Ontario.

GABRIEL DAVID TICK is a television writer. With Steven Barwin, they have
written for such shows as John Woo's television series Once a Thief; The Royal
Canadian Air Farce; and Street Cents.

Reviews

"Quick reads, Slam Dunk [and Hockey Heroes will appeal to reluctant readers.
Recommended." - Dave Jenkinson, Canadian Book Review Annual

Reluctant readers, sports fans and general readers would enjoy Slam Dunk, is part
of Lorimer's Sport Stories series. The language and plot would be suitable for the
intended readers.

Slam Dunk would be a good read-aloud choice and suitable for school, public and
personal libraries. Recommended - Deborah Mervold, CM: Canadian Review of
Materials
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Subject

JUVENILE FICTION / Fairy Tales &
Folklore / General

Audience

Juvenile

Audience range

Age (years) from 7 - 9

Distributor

Flanker Press

Notes

Priority Area Tags: language

Curriculum Subject: English Language
Arts

Grade Level: 3-6

9781771176071

 English
8.5 x 11 x 0.1 in
18 pages
 Pennywell Books
 Flanker Press

Smokeroom on the Kyle
By (author) Ted Russell   ,  Illustrated by Tara Fleming  
Jun 30, 2017 |  Paperback , Tall rack |

Tall are the tales that fishermen tell when summer's work is done,
Of fish they've caught and birds they've shot, and crazy risks they've run.
But never did fishermen tell a tale so tall by half a mile,
As Grampa Walcott told one night in the smokeroom on the Kyle.

Ted Russell's "Smokeroom on the Kyle" made its debut on CBC Radio, when Uncle
Mose regaled audiences in the 1950s and '60s with tales about a little town called
Pigeon Inlet. The famous poem has lived on in recitation, performed by many for
schools, radio, and television. Now, this whimsical yarn about jigging squid in outport
Newfoundland and Labrador appears for the first time as an illustrated book for
children.

Smokeroom on the Kyle is a Newfoundland and Labrador classic brought to life
through gorgeous watercolour illustrations. It is written by Ted Russell, also known as
Uncle Mose, and illustrated by Tara Fleming, an artist who has worked on such
television series as Republic of Doyle and Frontier.

Contributor Bio
Edward “Ted” Russell was born in Coley’s Point, Conception Bay, in 1904. At
sixteen, he undertook his first teaching assignment at Pass Island. For the next
twenty-three years, he worked in outport communities as a teacher and later a
magistrate. In 1943 he moved to St. John’s to accept the position of Director of Co-
operatives for the Commission of Government. After a brief stint in politics (a
member of the first Smallwood cabinet), Ted returned to teaching. But he also
found a new opportunity to give expression to the more creative side of his nature.
In 1953 he was offered a spot on CBC Radio’s Fishermen’s Broadcast as Uncle
Mose. The highly successful “The Chronicles of Uncle Mose” continued until 1962.
During this period Ted also wrote several radio plays, all of which were broadcast
by CBC. The last years of his working life were spent on the faculty of Memorial
University (English department) from which he retired in 1973. He died four years
later. Ted married Dora Oake (of Change Islands) in 1934. They had five children:
Rhona, Elizabeth “Betty,” June, Margaret “Peggy,” and Kelly.

Tara Fleming is a freelance illustrator and a graphic designer who works primarily
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Subject

Audience

Education

Audience range

Age (years) from 6 - 14, Grade (US)
from 3 - 8

Distributor

James Lorimer & Company Ltd.,
Publishers

Distributor

James Lorimer & Company Ltd.,
Publishers

Notes

Priority Area Tags: gender

Curriculum Subject: English Language
Arts, Health Education, Physical
Education

Grade Level: 4-6

9781552778371

 English
5 x 7.75 x 0.25 in
168 pages
 Lorimer
 James Lorimer & Company Ltd.,

Publishers

Lorimer Sports Stories

Soccer Showdown
By (author) John Danakas
Sep 01, 2011 |  Electronic book text , PDF , Digest |

Lizzie's just been named captain of the soccer team -- the boys' soccer team -- but
some of her teammates aren't playing nice. Will it be boys vs. girls forever, or can
Lizzie think of a way to settle the score, once and for all?

Lizzie's Soccer Showdown is the story of a strong young woman who, when faced
with prejudice, reacts with grace under pressure.

Contributor Bio

JOHN DANAKAS is the author of four children's novels, all published by Lorimer.
Hockey Night in Transcona was an Ontario Silver Birch Award finalist. Curve Ball,
Lizzie's Soccer Showdown, and Hockey Heroes are all Canadian Children's Book
Centre "Our Choice" selections.John Danakas
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Subject

JUVENILE FICTION / Social Themes
/ Peer Pressure

Audience

Juvenile

Audience range

Age (years) from 9 - 13, Grade (US)
from 4 - 8, Reading age from 7 - 10

Distributor

Formac Lorimer Book Distributing
Ltd.

Notes

Priority Area Tags: gender

Curriculum Subject: English Language
Arts, Physical Education

Grade Level: 4-6

9781459405271

 English
5 x 7.75 x 1 in
120 pages
 Lorimer
 James Lorimer & Company Ltd.,

Publishers

Lorimer Sports Stories

Spiked
By (author) Steven Barwin  
Sep 18, 2013 |  Hardcover , Cloth over boards |

One of the Year's Best for 2013 - Resource Links 2013, Commended

Eighth-grader Emma is the tallest person in her class. While she used to be into
sports in a big way, now that she's hanging out with her new best friend, other
things have become more important -- like clothes and makeup and fitting in.
When Emma gets roped into volunteering for the girls' volleyball team, she feels
the urge to play again. First, though, she'll have to overcome her fear of what her
new friends will say if she does. 

[Fry reading level - 3.1

Contributor Bio

Steven Barwin is a middle school teacher in Thornhill, Ontario. He is the author of
seven books in the Lorimer Sports Stories series.

Reviews

"Part of the Sports Stories series, this is a good pick for tween girls trying to
navigate peer pressure, and it serves up a healthy dose of self-worth and
empowerment." - Booklist

"Barwin's dialogue and characters are spot-on in this sports story for reluctant
readers. There are different levels and styles of bullying examined in this book, as
well as how they are handled by those being bullied and the school
administration. Barwin's insightful portrayal of adolescent friendship, good and
bad, is entirely believable." Rated E: excellent, enduring, everyone should read
it! - Lesley Little, Resource Links
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Subject

JUVENILE FICTION / Fairy Tales &
Folklore / Adaptations

Audience

Juvenile

Audience range

Age (years) from 9 - 15

Distributor

LitDistCo

Notes

Priority Area Tags: language

Curriculum Subject: Arts Education,
English Language Arts

Grade Level: 3-6

9781927917138

 English
8 x 11.5 x 0 in
60 pages
 Running the Goat

Spirited Away
Fairy stories of old Newfoundland
By (author) Tom Dawe   ,  Illustrated by Veselina Tomova
Oct 17, 2017 |  Hardcover

In this companion volume to their collaboration An Old Man's Winter Night, Tom
Dawe and Veselina Tomova present a fascinating, tantalizing, and chilling
collection of fairy lore. No benign tooth fairies here; these fairies are amoral,
tricky, dangerous, and beguiling.

A young school teacher learns about strange lights in a foreboding marsh; a nurse
in a remote outport visits the baby she delivered just weeks before to find a
devastating change; a woman meets a mysterious funeral procession late one
evening; a musician happens upon a group of strange little people; a girl is
entranced by a strange green butterfly. The pages of Spirited Away are populated
by those who wander onto fairy paths or fall under the spell of mysterious music;
by the fairy-led--people lost in surroundings long familiar; by changelings; by
people who stray onto fairy turf, and experience unnerving events.

These literary renderings of stories and anecdotes Dawe has collected across the
province offer an accessible and engaging introduction to one of Newfoundland
and Labrador's most powerful and peculiar folk traditions. Tomova's darkly
poetic wood-cut illustrations plumb the fascinating heart of these strange and
affecting tales.

Contributor Bio

One of Newfoundland's finest poets, Tom Dawe is also an editor, former teacher,
visual artist, and award-winning children's author. He spent years collecting
folklore throughout Newfoundland and Labrador; many of these stories have
found their way into this collection of tales. He lives in Conception Bay South,
Newfoundland.

Reviews

"Spirited Away is a book to be enjoyed in front of a cozy fire or tucked up on the
sofa with a hot water bottle, somewhere very safe and far from the spirits
depicted and described so that the horrors are far away - though there is always
the possibility that one is lurking under the bed... a deliciously scary thought.
Highly Recommended." - Tom Dawe, CM Magazine
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Subject

JUVENILE NONFICTION / Science
& Nature / Environmental
Conservation & Protection

Audience

Juvenile

Distributor

Nimbus Publishing Ltd.

Notes

Priority Area Tags: language

Curriculum Subject: English Language
Arts, Health education

Grade Level: P-3

9781927502198

 English
9.25 x 9.25 x 0.25 in
32 pages
 Acorn Press

Step Outside
By (author) Doretta Groenendyk  
Oct 21, 2013 |  Paperback , Trade |

Doretta Groenendyk's new book, Step Outside, promotes the valuable goal of
relating to each other and the natural environment in a creative and enchanted
way. Childhood obesity and the addiction to electronics is a growing concern that
needs to be addressed. Step Outside is an artistic approach to inspire movement,
to strengthen family bonds, to generate memories and celebrate the outdoors. It
also visually enriches the readers repetoire with enticing, original, collaged,
watercolour and acrylic creations within a moment of words. A beautiful
combination of sport, art, poetry, nature and family, Step Outside, is sure to get you
off your chair and enjoying the outdoors. Doretta Groenendyk, a painter, writer
and teacher, lives with. her husband and children on a small spot of land in the
Annapolis Valley, Nova Scotia. Doretta is the illustrator of the children's book
Bounce, Beans and Burn and is the author and illustrator of I'm Writing a Story,
Bully 101, Snow for Christmas, and Thank You for My Bed. Snow for Christmas,
and Thank You for My Bed have both been shortlisted for the Lillian Shepherd
Memorial Award for Illustration. She also co-wrote Spin to Sea with her daughter
Izra Fitch.

Contributor Bio
Doretta, a painter, writer and teacher, lives with her husband  and three children
on a small spot of land in the Annapolis  Valley in Nova Scotia. She is the author and
illustrator of  Snow for Christmas, and Thank you for My Bed, both of which  were
shortlisted for the Lillian Shepherd Memorial Award  for Illustration. Her other
titles include Step Outside, I’m  Writing a Story, and Bully 101. She is also the co-
author of  Spin to Sea with her daughter, Izra Fitch.
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Subject

JUVENILE FICTION / General

Audience

Juvenile

Audience range

Age (years) from 4 - 8

Distributor

Nimbus Publishing

Notes

Priority Area Tags: language

Curriculum Subject: English Language
Arts

Grade Level: 3-6

9781773660059

 English
10 x 8 x 0.6 in
32 pages

 Acorn Press

Summer in the Land of Anne
By (author) Elizabeth Rollins Epperly   ,  Illustrated by Carolyn Epperly  
May 31, 2018 |  Hardcover , Picture book |

A Prince Edward Island summer vacation inspires a young writer.

Six-year-old Elspeth's mother has a surprise in store for her daughters. She's
taking Elspeth and her eleven-year-old sister on a surprise vacation. When she
starts reading Anne of Green Gables aloud to the girls, they catch on—they're
going to Prince Edward Island!

Elspeth proudly dons her Anne hat on the ferry, ready to explore the Land of
Anne. Although she knows she's really visiting Lucy Maud Montgomery's house,
she feels like she recognizes everything from the books and is thoroughly
enchanted. At first devastated that Montgomery's first house was torn down by
Montgomery's uncle, Elspeth sees signs of life—chipmunks living in the old cellar.

Elspeth's imagination is ignited. No longer satisfied with pretending to be Anne,
Elspeth is instead inspired to become more like Montgomery: famous writer
Elspeth of Cavendish, writing about the world she loves.

Summer in the Land of Anne is a celebration of the books we love and all the ways
they inspire us.

Contributor Bio

Elizabeth Rollins Epperly, professor emerita of English, first woman president of
the University of Prince Edward Island, founder of the L.M. Montgomery Institute
at UPEI, grew up in the foothills of the Blue Ridge Mountains of Virginia,
listening with her sister to their father reading L.M. Montgomery’s novels.
Fascinated by the Island, she became the first student to register at the newly
amalgamated UPEI. Now a Canadian, Epperly has published books on
Montgomery’s writing, photography, and scrapbooks. Summer in the Land of
Anne is her first children’s book. See www.elizabethepperly.com
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Subject

JUVENILE FICTION / Humorous
Stories

Audience

Juvenile

Audience range

Age (years) from 9 - 12, Grade (US)
exact 2, Reading age from 6 - 7

Reading Levels

Lexile measure: 460L

Distributor

Formac Lorimer Book Distributing
Ltd.

Notes

Priority Area Tags: ethnicity, gender

Curriculum Subject: English Language
Arts

Grade Level: 3-6

9781459411968

 English
 b&w interior illustrations
5 x 7.75 x 0.5 in
152 pages
 Lorimer
 James Lorimer & Company Ltd.,

Publishers

Superhero Ninja Wrestling Star
By (author) Lorna Schultz Nicholson  
Apr 28, 2017 |  Paperback , Trade |

Best Books for Kids & Teens - Canadian Children's Book Centre
2017, Commended

Archie comes back from his summer away to find that he is the only kid in Grade 6
who has not grown bigger. Even his best friends Alfie and Shamini have gotten
taller — and Shamini has developed in other ways, too. Archie knows that if only
he can be more like the heroes of his favourite comic books, TV shows and video
games, he'll be able to keep the older boys from teasing Shamini about her newly
developed body — and maybe she'll keep her promise to go to the first school
dance with him. From practicing the ninja crawl to bulking up with exercise and a
high-protein diet, how can Archie fail?

Contributor Bio

LORNA SCHULTZ NICHOLSON has written picture books, middle grade and YA
fiction, and non-fiction. She has also written, produced, and hosted programs for
television and radio, and is well known in Western Canada for her print
journalism, including sports writing. Lorna regularly visits schools to share her
passion for literacy with students. She lives in Edmonton with her husband and
their two dogs.

Reviews

"Superhero Ninja Wrestling Star is a fast, compelling read with an engaging plot,
realistic dialogue, humorous situations and a solid encouraging resolution about
being your own person and not trying to live up to the precepts of others."
- Aileen Wortley, CM: Canadian Review of Materials
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Subject

Audience

Juvenile

Audience range

Age (years) from 10 - 13, Grade (US)
from 5 - 8

Distributor

James Lorimer & Company Ltd.,
Publishers

Notes

Priority Area Tags:
ethnicity,socioeconomic status, gender

Curriculum Subject: English Language
Arts, Health Education, Physical
Education

Grade Level: 4-6

9781552776988

 English
5 x 7.75 x 0.5 in
120 pages
 Lorimer
 James Lorimer & Company Ltd.,

Publishers

Lorimer Sports Stories

Swim to Win
By (author) Vallery Hyduk
Apr 04, 2011 |  Electronic book text , PDF , Paper over boards |

Birch Hill Swim Club has a new coach and the team's star swimmer, eighth-grader
Lasha Boyko, couldn't be more excited. Even though the lanky swimmer comes
from an immigrant Ukrainian family of modest means, she dreams big. The coach
has a track record of producing Olympians and Lasha wants to be her next star.
The hitch is that she's one of the fiercest trainers in world. To achieve her lofty
goals, Lasha must look within herself to find the strength. Can she be a champion?
[Fry Reading Level - 3.5]

Contributor Bio

VALLERY HYDUK swam competitively for twelve years. For nine of those years,
she competed at the national level. At sixteen, she was ranked 16th in the world.
She attended the University of Michigan on an athletic scholarship. Vallery now
owns her own television production company in Toronto and writes for television,
radio, and the Web. She is a member of the Ontario College of Teachers,
Canadian Women in Communications, and the Canadian Film and Television
Producers Association. This is her debut novel.

Reviews

"... a convincing picture of the life of a competitive swimmer... Swim to Win would
be a good Rapid Read/High-Low for grades 5-8. " - Rebecca King

Along with generous measures of information about competition swimming
(delivered in context, not as info dumps), readers will get a solid sense of the inner
toughness required to excel....Salutary reading for young athletes with big
dreams. - John Peters

"Vallery Hyduk is a former competitive swimmer, and it certainly shows in Swim
to Win/."

"Lorimer is obviously succeeding with this series of action-driven novels which
encourage young readers to "Get in the Game!" - Patricia Jermey
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Subject

JUVENILE FICTION / Animals /
Ducks, Geese, etc.

Audience

Juvenile

Audience range

Age (years) from 8 - 12

Distributor

Nimbus Publishing

Notes

Priority Area Tags: language

Curriculum Subject: English Language
Arts, Science

Grade Level: P-2, 3-6

9780987747075

 English
8 x 8 x 0.07 in
32 pages
 Chocolate River Publishing

Take off to Tantramar
By (author) Odette Barr   ,  By (author) Colleen Landry   ,  By (author) Beth
Weatherbee   ,  Illustrated by Odette Barr  
May 25, 2017 |  Paperback , Trade |

New Brunswick Book Awards, Alice Kitts Memorial Award for
Excellence in Children's Writing 2018, Short-listed

Camelia Airheart is back! The endearing young Canada goose is on an adventure
to the Tantramar Wetlands, in southeast New Brunswick. She is looking for "leg
bling" just like the kind her Aunt Tilly has. As always, Camelia is easily distracted
and needs help along the way.

In Take off to Tantramar, Camelia flies with her big brother, McCurdy, in search
of the famous wetlands. There, they meet Drake, a chubby, rapping mallard duck,
who can't get enough of the "corn buffet". While at the wetlands, Camelia and
McCurdy get separated, and each has an adventure—Drake falls for an
"inhabitant" of the wetlands while Camelia experiences the surprising (to her!)
process of being banded, resulting in her getting a shiny leg band to call her own!

Follow the Goose Butt, Camelia Airheart! was an instant hit with children of all
ages including young-at-heart adults. The early chapter book about a curious
Canada goose with a faulty goose positioning system—GPS—is already in its
second printing. The characters in Take off to Tantramar are brought to life
through full colour illustrations by Odette Barr.

Contributor Bio

Odette Barr is a published illustrator of nature-themed guidebooks, such as the
Beach Guide and Forest Guide to Fundy National Park. She currently writes,
designs and teaches online science courses for high school students. Her passion
is the natural world, outdoor pursuits, art, reading, writing and music. Odette and
her partner live on the shore of the beautiful Northumberland Strait in southeast
New Brunswick.

Colleen Landry teaches high school writing and fine arts. She has authored
several articles, which have appeared in Canadian Living, The Globe and Mail and
The Irish Times. She pens the humour blog One Hot-Flashin' Mama, in which she
dishes about menopause and family life. Colleen lives in Moncton, NB with her
husband and two grown sons.

Beth Weatherbee is the creative author of the 2015 Born to Read book, Bedda-
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Subject

JUVENILE FICTION / Animals / Cats

Audience

Juvenile

Distributor

Nimbus Publishing Ltd.

Notes

Priority Area Tags: socioeconomic
status

Curriculum Subject: English Language
Arts

Grade Level: P-3

9781894838986

 English
8 x 8 x 0.13 in
24 pages
 Acorn Press

Tallulah the Theatre Cat
By (author) Jennifer Brown  
Jul 18, 2013 |  Paperback , Trade |

Tallulah the village cat is passionately drawn to the theatre in Victoria-by-the-Sea,
Prince Edward Island. Her search to fit in takes us on a humourous behind-the-
scenes tour of a theatre. Her rise from being most unwelcome to greatly
appreciated is a story of the values of persistence, loyalty and following one's bliss.
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Subject

JUVENILE FICTION / Family /
Alternative Family

Audience

Juvenile

Audience range

Age (years) from 9 - 13

Distributor

Nimbus Publishing

Notes

Priority Area Tags: gender, gender
identity, sexual orientation

Curriculum Subject: English Language
Arts, Health Education, 

Grade Level: 3-6

9781771085489

 English
5 x 7.5 x 0.5 in
200 pages
 Nimbus Publishing

The Disappearing Boy
By (author) Sonia Tilson  
Oct 31, 2017 |  Paperback , Trade |

Thirteen-year-old Neil MacLeod feels like a fish out of water. He's trying to adjust
to his new life in Ottawa, but it's half a continent away from his friends in
Vancouver, not to mention a whole lot colder. Even worse, his mother still refuses
to tell him the truth about the father he's never met.

After being forced into an awkward visit with a grandmother he never knew
existed, Neil stumbles across a clue to his father's identity, and beins to unravel
the mystery with some help from his new friend Courtenay. When he uncovers a
shocking secret, and the truth about his unconventional family sinks in, Neil
decides to run away, all the way to his grandfather's horse farm in New
Brunswick.

A sensitive and moving story about growing up, The Disappearing Boy teaches us
that every family is different, and love is never as simple as it seems on the
surface.

Contributor Bio

Sonia Tilson was born in Swansea, South Wales, and educated at Monmouth
School for Girls and Swansea University. She married and immigrated to Canada
in 1964 and has lived mostly in Ottawa, teaching English at up to university level.
Her first book, The Monkey Puzzle , was published by Biblioasis in 2013, and was
nominated for the Metcalf-Rooke Award in 2012 and for the Ottawa Book
Award in 2014.

Reviews

With a parent's guidance, this thoughtful book can serve as a powerful
introduction to transgender issues or a new entry point in an ongoing
conversation. - Quill and Quire (Toronto, ON)

The Disappearing Boy enables the readers to realize that all families are unique,
that there is no "mold" a family must adhere to. - Resource Links (Pouch Cove,
NF)
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Subject

JUVENILE FICTION / Animals /
Foxes

Audience

Juvenile

Audience range

Age (years) from 3 - 7

Distributor

Nimbus Publishing

Notes

Priority Area Tags: language

Curriculum Subject: English Language
Arts

Grade Level: P-2

9781771085526

 English
9 x 9 x 0.15 in
32 pages
 Nimbus Publishing

The Fox and the Fisherman
By (author) Marianne Dumas  
Oct 10, 2017 |  Paperback , Trade |

Barabas is a lonely fisherman. Every morning, alone, he goes out to sea on his
small fishing boat, throws his net in the water, and hopes to bring some fish home
(where no one is waiting for him). Then one day, Barabas discovers footprints
near his home. To whom could they belong?

Contributor Bio

Marianne Dumas lives in Chibougamau, Quebec. The Fox and the Fisherman is a
translation of her first book, Le pêcheur et le renard, published by Bouton d’or
Acadie, which is nominated for le Prix Peuplier 2017 and Sélection
Communication-jeunesse 2016-20.

Reviews

Dumas explores friendship, loss, new life and aging in this gentle and simple story
that would be at home in an elementary classroom, school library, or simply as a
much loved "read it again" bedtime story. - Canadian Materials Magazine
(Winnipeg, MB)

Dumas is a gifted painter, and many of her watercolour illustrations are striking.
She has a knack for capturing raw emotion, and is at her best when depicting the
fisherman and the wildness of the sea. - Quill and Quire (Toronto, ON)

98

P-6



Atlantic Publishers Priority Areas Learning Resources 2018: English Language Arts

Subject

JUVENILE FICTION / Action &
Adventure / Survival Stories

Audience

Juvenile

Audience range

Age (years) from 8 - 12

Distributor

Nimbus Publishing

Notes

Priority Area Tags: language

Curriculum Subject: English Language
Arts

Grade Level: 3-6

9781771086158

 English
5.13 x 7.63 in
192 pages
 Nimbus Publishing

The Mystery of Ireland's Eye
By (author) Shane Peacock  
May 30, 2018 |  Paperback , Trade |

Dylan is twelve years old and embarking on his first ocean kayaking trip with his
parents. He has spent the last year convincing them that he is ready for the
challenging--and very dangerous--adventure. In fact, he has been determined to go
ever since he heard about the destination: Ireland's Eye. The small island off the
coast of Newfoundland is the easternmost settlement in Canada. Or it was. It is
now hauntingly empty, a ghost town clinging to the edge of the unforgiving
Atlantic. What is it about Ireland's Eye that so captivates Dylan he is willing to take
such risks to get there? Does the ghost town have anything to do with the dreams
Dylan keeps having of his favourite grandfather who has just passed away? And
why does the old man on St. John's docks grimly whisper, "Don't go to Ireland's
Eye" when he hears of Dylan's plans?

Contributor Bio
Shane Peacock is a novelist, playwright, journalist, and television screenwriter for
audiences of all ages. Among his novels are Last Message, Double You, and
Separated. His bestselling series for Young Adults, The Boy Sherlock Holmes, has
been published in twelve languages and has found its way onto more than sixty
shortlists. It won the prestigious Violet Downey Award, two Arthur Ellis Awards
for crime fiction, the Ruth and Sylvia Schwartz Award, The Libris Award, and has
been a finalist for the Governor General's Award and three times nominated for
the TD Canadian Children's Literature Award; as well, each novel in the series was
named a Junior Library Guild of America Premier Selection. Visit shanepeacock.ca.
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Subject

JUVENILE FICTION / Animals /
Birds

Audience

Juvenile

Audience range

Age (years) from 5 - 8

Distributor

Flanker Press

Notes

Priority Area Tags: language

Curriculum Subject: English Language
Arts

Grade Level: 3-6

9781771176057

 English
8 x 8 x 0.1 in
26 pages
 Pennywell Books
 Flanker Press

The Puffin Patrol
By (author) Dawn Baker   ,  Illustrated by Dawn Baker  
May 05, 2017 |  Paperback , Digest |

Adventures in bird rescue!

Susan and Ryan are excited to be helping the Puffin Patrol this summer in Witless Bay,
Newfoundland and Labrador! On cloudy nights, baby puffins can be confused by lights
on the shore and become lost on roads and in gardens. Join Susan and Ryan and the
Puffin Patrol as they rescue these pufflings and release them back into the ocean.

With Dawn Baker's charming illustrations and lots of fun facts about cute-as-can-be
Atlantic puffins, this delightful book will put a smile on children's faces!

Contributor Bio
Dawn Baker has been a full-time visual artist and children’s writer since 1992. She
grew up in Glenwood, Newfoundland, and has lived in Gander since she was a
teenager. Dawn has a bachelor of education (post-secondary) and a certificate in
library studies, both from Memorial University, and has served on the board of
directors of The Rooms Corporation of Newfoundland and Labrador since 2006.

Dawn Baker has been a full-time visual artist and children’s writer since 1992.
She grew up in Glenwood, Newfoundland, and has lived in Gander since she was a
teenager. Dawn has a bachelor of education (post-secondary) and a certificate in
library studies, both from Memorial University, and has served on the board of
directors of The Rooms Corporation of Newfoundland and Labrador since 2006.
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Subject

JUVENILE FICTION / Animals /
Birds

Audience

Juvenile

Audience range

Age (years) from 3 - 8

Distributor

LitDistCo

Notes

Priority Area Tags: language

Curriculum Subject: English Language
Arts, Science

Grade Level: P-2

9781927917145

 English
7 x 9 x 0 in
44 pages
 Running the Goat

Puffin Problem, The
By (author) Lori Doody   ,  Illustrated by Lori Doody
Jul 14, 2017 |  Paperback , Trade |

A follow-up to Lori Doody's utterly charming picture book Capelin Weather, The
Puffin Problem poses the delightfully silly and improbable question: "What would
happen if St. John's, Newfoundland was over-run by a parliament of puffins?"

With quiet wit and whimsy, Doody depicts the difficulties that arise when
Newfoundland and Labrador's official bird heads for the bright city lights. Puffins
keep popping up everywhere: they are underfoot and overhead; they tie up traffic
and are bad for business. It isn't pretty, but it is pretty funny.

Such a peculiar problem calls for an imaginative solution. It takes a smart, small
person to come up with the just the trick to send those pesky puffins packing back
out to sea.

Young readers will have great fun finding all the puffins hiding in Doody's lovely
illustrations. Older readers will enjoy how the illustrations also play with the
province's already playful language. The book includes some fun and interesting
puffin facts as well.

With something for readers of every age on every page, The Puffin Problem is
sure to be a family favourite.

Contributor Bio

Lori Doody was born in St. John's, Newfoundland in 1976. She majored in
printmaking at Sir Wilfred Grenfell College and graduated in 1998. Since then
she has worked at: a Japanese paper store, the artist-run centre St. Michael's
Printshop, and a commercial gallery. Her primary art practise has been in
printmaking, especially etching; in 2005 she was named Emerging Artist of the
year by the Newfoundland and Labrador Arts Council.

She lives in St. John's with her husband, their two children and their dog. She is
also the author and illustrator of Capelin Weather.
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Subject

JUVENILE FICTION / Fantasy &
Magic

Audience

Juvenile

Audience range

Age (years) from 7 - 10

Distributor

UTP Distribution

Notes

Priority Area Tags: language

Curriculum Subject: English Language
Arts

Grade Level: 3-6

9781550817317

 English
7.75 x 5 x 0 in
32 pages
 Breakwater Books Ltd
 Breakwater Books Ltd.

The Secret of Bowring Park
By (author) Christine Gordon Manley   ,  Illustrated by Laurel Keating
May 16, 2018 |  Paperback , Trade |

Every child who has ever visited the Peter Pan statue in Bowring Park, St. John's,
swears it is magic. They know that the mice, squirrels, rabbits, and fairies are never
in the same place as the last time they visited. Some say they've seen Peter wink at
them, and others believe they've heard the soft whispering sounds of a flute. Are
the stories true? Is the Peter Pan statue really magic? Or are the tales just
childhood fantasies? The Secret of Bowring Park is a story of magic, a celebration
of eternal childhood, and a heartwarming tale of the bond between sisters.Join
sisters Elizabeth and Natalie on their adventure at the Peter Pan statue and learn
the real secret of Bowing Park.

Contributor Bio

Born and raised in Mount Pearl, Newfoundland, Christine now resides in
Canada's other provincial Island, Prince Edward Island, with her husband, their
two daughters, and their two dogs. Christine has also spent time living in the UK
and Ontario. However, the call of the Atlantic Ocean was too strong to ignore.

Laurel Keating is an award-winning artist whose illustrations are familiar to
Newfoundlanders. With an eye for detail and sympathy for all living things, Laurel
brings her characters to life with warmth and humour.
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Subject

JUVENILE FICTION / Readers /
Beginner

Audience

Juvenile

Audience range

Age (years) from 6 - 9, Grade (US)
from 1 - 3, Reading age from 6 - 9

Reading Levels

Lexile measure: 620

Distributor

Formac Lorimer Book Distributing
Ltd.

Notes

Priority Area Tags: gender

Curriculum Subject: English Language
Arts

Grade Level: 4-6

9781459500785

 English
5 x 7.5 x 1 in
64 pages
 Formac
 Formac Publishing Company Limited

Formac First Novels

Think Again, Robyn
By (author) Hazel Hutchins   ,  Illustrated by Yvonne Cathcart  
Nov 02, 2012 |  Hardcover , Paper over boards |

One of the Year's Best for 2012 -- Resource Links 2012,
Commended

Robyn befriends her unpopular classmate Shelly, even though they have very
different interests -- Shelly likes dolls! But when Shelly’s dad wins tickets to the big
hockey game, Shelly suddenly becomes the most popular girl in school. What will
their classmates think of Shelly doesn’t actually get to attend the game? Will Robyn
lie to protect her friend’s newfound popularity?

Contributor Bio

HAZEL HUTCHINS has written many books for children and has received the
Writers Guild of Alberta Award for Children’s Literature. She has also been
nominated for the Governor General’s and Mr. Christie awards. She lives in
Canmore, Alberta. YVONNE CATHCART is an illustrator living in Toronto,
Ontario. She has illustrated many children’s books and also paints and makes
animal sculptures and puppets.

Reviews

"Large margins, short sentences and appropriate vocabulary make this an
accessible and non-threatening starting place for readers new to chapter books...
Readers will be able to relate to the struggle of growing up and changing
interests." Recommended - Kate Hachborn, CM: Canadian Review of Materials

"The characters are believable and well-rounded and the dialogue is natural...
Readers moving into early chapter books will relate to Shelly's conflict" Rated E,
excellent, enduring, everyone should see it! - Tricia Reese, Resource Links

"Hutchins tells the semisweet story without heavy-handedness, while Cathcart
provides a bevy of soft black-and-white sketches." - Booklist (U.S.)
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Subject

JUVENILE NONFICTION / General

Audience

Juvenile

Audience range

Age (years) from 0 - 2

Distributor

Nimbus Publishing

Notes

Priority Area Tags: language

Curriculum Subject: English Language
Arts

Grade Level: P-2

9781771086073

 English
6.5 x 6.5 x 0.6 in
18 pages
 Nimbus Publishing

Baby Steps

Time for Bed
By (author) Carol McDougall   ,  By (author) Shanda LaRamee-Jones  
May 28, 2018 |  Board book , Paper over boards |

The newest book in the popular Baby Steps series, Time for Bed is a fun and simple
step-by-step bedtime story for babies and toddlers. From bathtime to storytime,
this book guides families through a healthy nightly routine with simple, read-
aloud text and joyful photos.

Contributor Bio

Carol McDougall is a writer, editor, and former librarian for the Canadian
Children's Book Centre. She received the Mayor's Award for Cultural
Achievement and the Progress Women of Excellence Award for her work in early
literacy. She is director of the Read to Me! Nova Scotia Family Literacy program
and lives in Halifax.

Shanda LaRamee-Jones is the provincial coordinator for the Read to Me! Nova
Scotia Family Literacy Program. She has a passion for supporting early learning
and has a master's of education degree in literacy. She lives in Halifax with her
husband and son.
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Subject

JUVENILE FICTION / Social Themes
/ Prejudice & Racism

Audience

Juvenile

Audience range

Age (years) from 10 - 13, Grade (US)
from 3 - 8

Distributor

James Lorimer & Company Ltd.,
Publishers

Distributor

James Lorimer & Company Ltd.,
Publishers

Notes

Priority Area Tags: gender

Curriculum Subject: Physical
Education, English Language Arts

Grade Level: 4-6

9781552778470

 English
5 x 7.75 x 0.5 in
144 pages
 Lorimer
 James Lorimer & Company Ltd.,

Publishers

Lorimer Sports Stories

Trading Goals
By (author) Trevor Kew
Aug 10, 2011 |  Electronic book text , PDF , Digest |

Nominated for the Spring 2011 Sakura Medal in Japan 2010, Short-
listed

When Vicky and her mom pack up and move across the city to a new
neighborhood, it means switching schools and leaving behind her best friend and
her soccer team. Now she'll have to try out for goalkeeper with her former rivals,
deal with racism at her new school, and struggle to maintain loyalty to her old
friends while making new ones. Vicky is awesome in net and tries to keep focused
on her goals and the game she loves, but it's not easy without the support of her
friends and family.

[Fry Reading Level - 4.6]

Contributor Bio

TREVOR KEW is an English teacher and regular contributor to the soccer
magazine Free Kick. Trevor is based in Vancouver, BC.

Reviews

Overall, Trading Goals is a great book for children in this age group(10-13)
whether they are soccer fans or not. Highly Recommended. - Lisa O'Hara
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Subject

JUVENILE FICTION / Social Themes
/ Emotions & Feelings

Audience

Education

Audience range

Age (years) from 8 - 13, Grade (US)
from 3 - 8

Distributor

James Lorimer & Company Ltd.,
Publishers

Notes

Priority Area Tags: gender

Curriculum Subject: English Language
Arts, Physical Education

Grade Level: 4-6

9781552778494

 English
5 x 7.75 x 0.25 in
136 pages
 Lorimer
 James Lorimer & Company Ltd.,

Publishers

Lorimer Sports Stories 53

Trapped
By (author) Michele Martin Bossley
Aug 10, 2011 |  Electronic book text , PDF , Digest |

Jane Evans is excited to start a new soccer season with her Calgary team, the
Hurricanes, especially when her friend Ashley announcing she's joining the team
too. 

The season starts badly, however, when the players find someone has been
stealing their belongings. Suspicion soon turns to Ashley, who's new to the squad
and is the sister of a notorious troublemaker. As morale drops lower and lower,
Jane sets out to find the truth about the thefts, to save both the team and her
friend's reputation. 

Trapped is a story that shows how tiny rumours can have huge consequences, and
how these consequences can be overcome with understanding and forgiveness. 

Praise for Michele Martin Bossley's fiction:

"The Winning Edge is an extremely attractive and well-written addition to the
notable Sport Stories series. Highly recommended."

-- Canadian Book Review Annual

Contributor Bio

MICHELE MARTIN BOSSLEY was born in Boston, Massachusetts, U.S.A., but
grew up in Calgary from the time she was five. She is the author of ten other
children\s books including Taking a Dive runner-up for the R. Ross Annett Award
in Children's Literature and The Perfect Gymnast nominated for the 1999
Manitoba Reader's Choice Award. One of her more recent books Pool Princess
has been nominated for a Golden Eagle Children's Choice Award. Michele has
been involved in both synchronized swimming and competitive swimming since
her teens. She has also coached young swimmers and draws on much of that
experience for her books.
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Subject

JUVENILE FICTION / Social Themes
/ Friendship

Audience

Juvenile

Audience range

Age (years) from 9 - 13, Grade (US)
from 4 - 8, Reading age from 7 - 10

Reading Levels

Lexile measure: 600L

Distributor

Formac Lorimer Book Distributing
Ltd.

Notes

Priority Area Tags: socioeconomic
status, gender

Curriculum Subject: English Language
Arts, Health Education, Physical
Education

Grade Level: 4-6

9781459409729

 English
5 x 7.75 x 1 in
136 pages
 Lorimer
 James Lorimer & Company Ltd.,

Publishers

Lorimer Sports Stories

Ugly Kicks
By (author) Kelsey Blair  
Sep 21, 2015 |  Paperback , Trade |

Resource Links The Year's Best - Fiction Grades 3-6 2016, Winner

Ashley Rivera's single mom can't afford to buy her new basketball shoes -- she
does't even have enough for the registration fee when Ashley makes the city
basketball team. So Ashley takes on extra work to make the money she needs to
play basketball. Soon Ashley's overloaded schedule makes her too tired for school
and her friends, and she can't take it when the popular girl on her team suddenly
starts teasing her about her ragged sneakers.

Does Ashley even want to keep playing? With the help of friends old and new, and
with surprising support from her brother, Ashley figures out how to afford the
price of play.

Contributor Bio

KELSEY BLAIR played varsity women's basketball at the University of British
Columbia where she was team captain for four years, leading her team to two
Canadian Interuniversity Sport National Championships. She later played
professional basketball in Sweden for two years before returning to Vancouver,
British Columbia, where she is currently pursuing her PhD in English from Simon
Fraser University. Kelsey is the author of the sports novel Pick and Roll in the
Lorimer Sports Stories series, which was named one of the Canadian Children's
Book Centre Best Books for Kids & Teens. Ugly Kicks is her second novel.

Reviews

"The author has extensive experience with the sport of basketball, and this 
knowledge comes through in the novel . . . The novel would appeal to students who 
like basketball, team sports and realistic fiction, and Ugly Kicks would be an 
excellent addition to any collection. Highly Recommended."
- CM Magazine
"Author Kelsey Blair knows basketball and how to tell a story. Her portrait of 
clashing personalities and competitive rivalry is varied and realistic, right down to 
the "ugly kicks"of her protagonist Ashley."
- Resource Links
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Subject

JUVENILE FICTION / General

Audience

General Trade

Distributor

UTP Distribution

Notes

Priority Area Tags: language

Curriculum Subject: English Language
Arts

Grade Level: P-2

9781894377232

 English
8.5 x 9 x 0.15 in
31 pages
 Breakwater Books Ltd.

Why Do Dogs Sniff Bottoms?
By (author) Dawn McMillian  
Sep 13, 2006 |  Paperback , Trade |

The answer to one of life’s mysteries is now revealed – why exactly do dogs sniff
bottoms? This delightfully funny account is brought to life through witty verse and
hilarious illustrations which perfectly capture the rhythm of the verse. Winner of
the Children's Choice Award at the New Zealand Post Children's Book Awards in
2003.

Contributor Bio
Dawn McMillan is a writer of fiction and non-fiction for children. McMillan lives
along the rocky shore of the Thames Coast and many of her books have a focus on
animals and evoke New Zealand's natural environment.
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Subject

JUVENILE FICTION / Social Themes
/ New Experience

Audience

Juvenile

Audience range

Age (years) from 9 - 13, Grade (US)
from 4 - 8, Reading age from 7 - 10

Distributor

Formac Lorimer Book Distributing
Ltd.

Notes

Priority Area Tags: ethnicity

Curriculum Subject: English Language
Arts, Health Education, Physical
Education

Grade Level: 4-6

9781459400214

 English
5 x 7.75 x 1 in
136 pages
 Lorimer
 James Lorimer & Company Ltd.,

Publishers

Lorimer Sports Stories

Wicket Season
By (author) Gabrielle Prendergast
Mar 14, 2012 |  Hardcover , Paper over boards |

Best Books for Kids & Teens -- Canadian Children's Book Centre
2012, Commended

In Winnipeg, Harry was a cricket star. With few West Indians in the community
and few people who played the sport, he always stood out from the crowd. But
when he moves to Toronto's Little Jamaica to stay with his grandfather, Harry is
suddenly just another West Indian kid who loves cricket. There are even girls who
are more talented than him.

Harry is determined to make the cricket team at his new school, but he'll really
have to step up his game. To prove his commitment to the sport, he volunteers to
coach Kanga cricket -- cricket for beginners, akin to little league baseball. At first,
all he wants to do is impress the coach. But soon, Harry realizes that being a part
of a bigger community can be more rewarding than standing out on your own.

[Fry reading level - 3.4

Contributor Bio

GABRIELLE PRENDERGAST teaches screenwriting and creative writing and has
written for television, print, and online. She lives in Vancouver, BC, with her
cricket-mad husband and daughter.

Reviews

"This novel will have a ready-made market with the many cultures who are
familiar with cricket, and will broaden the experience of those who are not."
Rated G - Good, even great at times, generally useful! - Patricia Jermey,
Resource Links

"Wicket Season is a fast-paced read, with believable, likeable characters, a plot
with just the right amount of tension, a realistic setting and a satisfying lesson
learned." - Aileen Wortley, Canadian Children's Book News

"The concepts of community, multiculturalism, immigration, and racism are
interwoven into this sports tale. The originality of cricket as a vehicle for
Prendergast?s tale is also a refreshing change." - Jonine Bergen, CM: Canadian
Review of Materials
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Subject

JUVENILE FICTION / Legends,
Myths, Fables / General

Audience

Juvenile

Distributor

UTP Distribution

Notes

Priority Area Tags: language

Curriculum Subject: English Language
Arts

Grade Level: P-2

9781550814620

 English
10.5 x 8.5 x 0.25 in
32 pages
 Breakwater Books Ltd.

Wow Wow and Haw Haw
By (author) George Murray   ,  Illustrated by Michael Pittman  
May 01, 2014 |  Hardcover

Lillian Shepherd Memorial Award for Excellence in Illustration 2015,
Short-listed

Acclaimed poet George Murray and award-winning painter Michael Pittman team
up for their first-ever childrens’ picture book. Wow Wow the fox pup has learned a
lot about the hows and whys of being a fox. He knows how to hunt and hide, and
he’s very proud of his red and white and black fur. But he doesn’t know much about
fleas, until the day he wakes up feeling very, very itchy. Haw Haw the crow offers
her friendship and guidance in this charming adaptation of the Celtic legend, How
The Fox Lost His Fleas. Murray’s playful rhyme and repetition, set against a
backdrop of Pittman’s lush paintings, will make Wow Wow and Haw Haw an
instant classic and a favourite among small children and early readers alike.

Contributor Bio
George Murray is the author of six acclaimed books of poetry for adults. He lives in
St. John's, Newfoundland and Labrador, with his four children, a novelist, and a
border collie named Mitsou. This is his first work for children. He does not have
fleas. Anymore.

Michael Pittman is an internationally exhibited visual artist from Corner Brook,
Newfoundland and Labrador. He now lives in a forest in the middle of an island
with his best friend, Krista, and their clever son, Jack.

Reviews

Wow! Wow! indeed… this charming narrative unfolds in masterful storytelling
tradition. George Murray's exploration and use of language, along with his
attention to cadence, make this a pitch-perfect tale as he refreshes our idea of
"fable". Pittman's stunning art underscores and amplifies the telling. Here is an
exciting new world for readers of picture books. Read it. Now! Now! - - Sheree
Fitch, award-winning author of If You Could Wear My Sneakers, Mabel
Murple, and There Were Monkeys in My Kitchen
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Subject

Notes

Priority Area Tags: socio-economic
status, language, ability/disability

Curriculum Subject: Arts Education,
Social Studies, English Language Arts

Grade Level: 7-9, 10-12

9781926908595

 Breton Books

A Stone for Andrew Dunphy
Narrative Obituary Verse and Song in Northern Cape Breton
By (author) Ronald Caplan

|  

A Stone for Andrew Dunphy brings to life Andrew Dunphy—a man who roamed
northern Cape Breton, who carried the news, nursed his neighbours, and wrote
magnificent obituary poems that told their stories, comforted them in disaster, and
helped those pioneer communities survive. His neighbors cherished his poems and
often turned them intolocal song.

Over one hundred years later, with obvious affection, Ronald Caplan also roamed
northern Cape Breton, capturing this story in its final hours, and preserving
insights into the respect and, yes, love that continues to sustain this challenging
island, Cape Breton.

 Told with the words of those who knew Andrew Dunphy, including singer Helen
Curtis; esteemed fiddler Winston “Scotty” Fitzgerald; historians and storytellers
Kate and Bob Fitzgerald; and Andrew Dunphy’s close friend George Rambeau — A
Stone for Andrew Dunphy reveals the robust farm and fishing life that flourished in
the Aspy Bay region of northern Cape Breton as the 20th century dawned.
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Subject

LITERARY COLLECTIONS /
Canadian

Audience

General Trade

Distributor

Nimbus Publishing

Notes

Priority Area Tags: language
Curriculum Subject: English Language 
Arts
Grade Level: 7-12

9781771084994

 English
5.75 x 8.25 x 0.7 in
312 pages
 Nimbus Publishing

After Many Years
Twenty-One "Long-Lost" Stories by L. M. Montgomery
Edited by Carolyn Strom Collins   ,  Edited by Christy Woster  
Jun 30, 2017 |  Paperback , Trade |

Although best known for creating the spirited Anne Shirley, L. M. Montgomery
had a thriving writing career that included several novels and more than five
hundred poems and stories.

This collection brings together rare pieces originally published between 1900 and
1939 that haven’t been in print since their initial periodicals. Collins and Woster
have carefully curated a mixture of newly discovered stories that showcase all the
charm you expect from Mongomery. With scholarly prefaces and notes for each
piece, the book offers readers a rare glimpse into how Montgomery’s writing
developed over the years.

Contributor Bio

Carolyn Strom Collins is the author of The Anne of Green Gables Treasury and
other “Anne” companion books; she has also published companion books on Little
Women and The Secret Garden. Carolyn helped found The Friends of the L. M.
Montgomery Institute at UPEI as well as the L. M. Montgomery Literary Society.

Christy Woster collected L. M. Montgomery materials for fifty years until her
death in 2016. In addition to co-editing this volume of stories, many of which she
discovered, Christy also provided hundreds of new citations to the updated
Annotated Bibliography of L. M. Montgomery’s Stories and Poems. She was a
charter board member of The Friends of the L. M. Montgomery Institute and the
L. M. Montgomery Literary Society. 

Reviews

"An accessible volume to recommend to readers who have devoured the Anne
series and are looking for more." —Resource Links (NF)
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Subject

YOUNG ADULT FICTION /
Historical / Canada

Audience

Young Adult

Audience range

Age (years) from 10 - 14

Distributor

Flanker Press

Notes

Priority Area Tags: gender

Curriculum Subject: English Language
Arts, Social Studies - History

Grade Level: 7-9

9781771172547

 English
5.5 x 8.5 x 0.48 in
207 pages
 Pennywell Books
 Flanker Press

Amelia and Me
By (author) Heather Stemp  
Aug 12, 2013 |  Paperback , Trade |

Red Cedar Book Award 2015, Short-listed

The year is 1932. The place is Harbour Grace, Newfoundland, where most of the
early transatlantic flights take off. Unfortunately, more of them end in tragedy
than in success. Some crash on takeoff, some crash into the Atlantic Ocean, and
some are simply never heard of again. In spite of the danger, twelve-year-old
Ginny Ross longs to be one of these pioneers of flight.

But the obstacles to her success are enormous. Who will take a twelve-year-old
seriously? Where will she find money for flying lessons at the height of the
Depression? Who will try to stop her and who will support her when most pilots at
this time are men?

Ginny will need courage, determination, and stubbornness if she wants to make
her dream come true. This leads to one more question. Does she have what it
takes?

Contributor Bio
Heather Stemp was born Heather Ross in 1945. Her father was Billy Ross, from
Heather’s book Amelia and Me, and her mother was Peggy Waddell, a war bride
from Greenock, Scotland. Peggy and Billy met in Scotland during the Second World
War. Heather currently lives in North Bay, Ontario, with her husband, Don. She
has two sons, four grandchildren, and one grand-dog. After thirty years of teaching,
Heather retired and wrote Amelia and Me so her grandchildren would know their
roots. She also wanted to share the rich history of Harbour Grace, Newfoundland.
She is currently working on a second book about Ginny Ross’s life and adventures.
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Subject

POETRY / Canadian

Audience

Juvenile

Audience range

Age (years) from 12 - 16

Distributor

Nimbus Publishing

Notes

Priority Area Tags: socioeconomic
status, language

Curriculum Subject: English Language
Arts

Grade Level: 7-9

9781927502976

 English
5.5 x 8 in
280 pages

 Acorn Press

And All the Stars Shall Fall
By (author) Hugh MacDonald  
Sep 30, 2017 |  Paperback , Trade |

After years of struggle by Blanchfleur to maintain its independence, the idyllic
walled city of Aahimsa, a community of girls and women dedicated to making a life
of peace free of the brutality and aggression of outsiders, and its prospering
Manuhome, are suddenly victims of a brutal surprise  attack by the forces of The
World Federation of City States. Mabon and Nora are in hiding outside the city
where they witness all the horrors of the assault. Adam, their adoptive son, is no
longer with them, having been placed under the protection of Doctor Ueland at the
Manuhome. Adam, known to the federation as The Last Wild Boy has been hunted
down since his unauthorized birth in Aahimsa. Blanchfleur the mayor of Aahimsa
along with her daughter and granddaughter Tish, flee for their lives along with
hundreds of the Manuhome workers. A few of them  are thrown together and,
although some are strangers and long-time enemies, they  are forced by
circumstance to attempt  to find a way to escape extinction in the outside world
against powerful and relentless common enemies, traitors and especially the
federation’s murderous and heartless robotic army. They must deal with great
dangers and unexpected revelations. Can they manage to work together and
adjust their thinking enough to survive and find happiness against such seemingly
insurmountable odds?

Contributor Bio

Hugh MacDonald is a poet, editor, childrens’ author and novelist and was poet
laureate for Prince Edward Island from January 2010 until December 2012. And
the Stars Shall Fall is his 16th book as author and editor. MacDonald was well
known to Islanders as the P.E.I representative for Random Acts of Poetry which
brought poetry to the streets and workplaces across Canada. He has received
several awards including the L.M. Montgomery Children’s Literature Award for
Chung Lee loves lobsters, and a first prize for poetry from the Writers’ Federation
of Nova Scotia. In 2004 he was presented with the Award for Distinguished
Contribution to the Literary Arts on Prince Edward Island. He lives in Brudenell,
PEI with his wife, Sandra.
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Subject

JUVENILE FICTION / General

Audience

Young Adult

Audience range

Age (years) from 14 - 18, Grade (US)
from 9 - 12, Reading age from 7 - 10

Distributor

Formac Lorimer Book Distributing
Ltd.

Notes

Priority Area Tags: gender, sexual
orientation, ability/disability

Curriculum Subject: English Language
Arts

Grade Level: 7-9

9781459407183

 English
4.25 x 7 x 1 in
184 pages
 Lorimer
 James Lorimer & Company Ltd.,

Publishers

Lorimer SideStreets

Beyond Crazy
By (author) Deb Loughead  
Sep 17, 2014 |  Hardcover , Paper over boards |

Being in a band is Stelle's salvation. It is her escape from the chaotic clutter at
home and her mother's depression. Even though she is able to lose herself for a
few hours, pounding away on the drums in the basement of her dad's new house,
as soon as she leaves, it's as if the world is going crazy all around her: one
bandmate's parents refuse to acknowledge their son is gay; her band's only
potential lead singer dresses like a vampire; and even her best friend, Lu, with the
"perfect family" has been on edge lately.

But it's the strange, confused conversations that Stelle has with her grandmother
in the nursing home that hold the key to unlocking the unhappiness at the heart of
her family.

Contributor Bio

DEB LOUGHEAD is a Toronto author, poet, and workshop leader who has been
writing since she learned how to read. She is also the award-winning author of
over twenty-five books for young people, including the Lorimer Sports Stories
novel Just Run (a Junior Library Guild selection).

Reviews

"The SideStreets imprint is a real mark of quality: readable teen fiction that
tackles difficult topics in a way that's accessible to reluctant readers without
condescending to them or sugar-coating the issues. Beyond Crazy is another fine
example, featuring a musician who struggles to cope with her mother's mental
illness." - Max Thornton,, NetGalley Reviewer

"An unflinching look at mental health issues and family dysfunction..." - School
Library Journal

"[An authentic portrayal of depression and the ripples that affect those around it .
. . The text is one that could appeal to a variety of reluctant readers and deals with
serious issues that need to be present in the young adult literature canon." -
Stephanie Johnson, CM Magazine

115

7-9
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Subject

JUVENILE FICTION / Sports &
Recreation / Winter Sports

Audience

Juvenile

Audience range

Age (years) from 13 - 18, Grade (US)
from 8 - 12, Reading age from 13 - 18

Reading Levels

Lexile measure: 580L

Distributor

Formac Lorimer Book Distributing
Ltd.

Notes

Priority Area Tags: race 

Curriculum Subject: English Language
Arts, Social Studies - Mi''kmaq Studies

Grade Level: 7-9

9781459405301

 English
5.5 x 8.5 x 1 in
144 pages
 Lorimer
 James Lorimer & Company Ltd.,

Publishers

Lorimer Podium Sports Academy

Big Air
By (author) Lorna Schultz Nicholson  
Sep 18, 2013 |  Hardcover , Paper over boards |

One of the Year's Best for 2013 - Resource Links 2013, Commended

Aboriginal snowboarder Jax has it made. He's in his last year at Podium Sports
Academy and he's got a sponsorship from a big snowboarding company in the bag.
But then his older brother, always the troublemaker in the family, shows up in
Calgary unexpectedly. Suddenly Jax's sponsorship is threatened when the police
come asking questions about a break-in at the house where he lives. He wants to
help his brother, but will it cost him his future as a professional boarder?

[Fry reading level - 3.0

Contributor Bio

LORNA SCHULTZ NICHOLSON has written picture books, middle grade and YA
fiction, and non-fiction. She has also written, produced, and hosted programs for
television and radio, and is well known in Western Canada for her print
journalism, including sports writing. Lorna regularly visits schools to share her
passion for literacy with students. She lives in Edmonton with her husband and
their two dogs.

Reviews

"The series is designed to connect with teens by dramatically leading them
through the possibilities their choices create and offering wholesome suggestions
for successful outcomes. Author Lorna Schultz Nicholson achieves this without
ever appearing to be preaching to the reader. Big Air is highly recommended for
any teens, and the series should be available in all middle years school libraries."
Highly Recommended - Sherry Faller, CM: Canadian Review of Materials

"What gives this story its depth is the abiding hatred the prejudiced policeman
holds for Jax. Jax sees just how easy it is for dangerous stereotypes to rule the
day." Rated E: excellent, enduring, everyone should read it! - Lesley Little,
Resource Links
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Subject

JUVENILE FICTION / Family /
Orphans & Foster Homes

Audience

Young Adult

Distributor

Nimbus Publishing Ltd

Notes

Priority Area Tags: language,
socioeconomic Status

Curriculum Subject: English Language
Arts

Grade Level: 7-9

9781551097367

 English
5.13 x 7.63 x 0.38 in
144 pages
 Nimbus Publishing

Bitter, Sweet
By (author) Laura Best  
Oct 01, 2009 |  Paperback , Trade |

Pru Burbidge lives a simple life on the family homestead on Dalhousie Road in
1940s rural Nova Scotia- until her father abandons the family and her mother falls
ill. Her life is turned upside-down by these events, and she is forced to take on the
role of primary caregiver to her siblings, Jessie, Flora, and Davey. Things go from
bad to worse when Pru's mother dies, leaving Pru and Jessie, her older brother, to
care for the family in secret so they are not separated and sent away to foster
homes, or worse- the orphan house. Pru and Jessie do everything they can to hide
the fact that their mother has passed away and keep the family together, but their
situation becomes increasingly dire as their money and food supplies begin to run
out and their neighbours start getting suspicious. When the situation comes to a
head and they are on the verge of being found out, Pru and her siblings must work
together to save their family from being torn apart.

Contributor Bio
Laura Best has had over forty short stories published in literary magazines and
anthologies. Her first young adult novel, Bitter, Sweet, was short listed for the
Geoffrey Bilson Award for Historical Fiction for Young People and made the Best
Books for Kids and Teens 2011 list. She lives in East Dalhousie, Nova Scotia, with
her husband, Brian. Visit her at lauraabest.wordpress.com.
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Subject

JUVENILE FICTION / Social Themes
/ Drugs, Alcohol, Substance Abuse

Audience

Juvenile

Audience range

Age (years) from 14 - 18, Grade (US)
from 9 - 12, Reading age from 7 - 10

Distributor

Formac Lorimer Book Distributing
Ltd.

Distributor

Lerner Publisher Services

Notes

Priority Area Tags: gender

Curriculum Subject: English Language
Arts, Health Education, Physical
Education

Grade Level: 7-9

9781459405998

 English
4.25 x 7 x 1 in
232 pages
 Lorimer
 James Lorimer & Company Ltd.,

Publishers

Lorimer SideStreets

Blow
By (author) Jodi Lundgren  
Mar 11, 2014 |  Hardcover , Paper over boards |

As far as Mary, a.k.a. Meringue, can tell, the only good thing about moving from
Vancouver to Red Deer following her parents' divorce is that she was able to get a
head-start on earning her Learner's Permit. Now she's sixteen, she can drive on
her own. When her friend Jeff asks her to cover his pizza route, Meringue jumps
at the chance to cruise around town on her mother's scooter. Little does she know
that Jeff has been using his father's pizza shop as a cover-up for his small-scale
drug deals. By the time Meringue figures out what?s going on, a bigger drug
dealer is moving in on Jeff's business -- and on her. Meringue is scared. How can
she get herself out without snitching?

[Fry reading level - 3.0

Contributor Bio

JODI LUNDGREN is the author of several published short stories as well as an
adult literary novel and a YA novel. She teaches English and Creative Writing at
Camosun College. She lives in Victoria, British Columbia.

jodilundgren.com

Reviews

"A mature, gritty novel about teens who make a mistake. The characters have
realistic worries and interactions. Highly recommended." - Jaime Tong,,
Educator at Vancouver School Board

"Lundgren is to be commended for portraying Asians within a contemporary
context rather than in stereotypical ideals. Her writing shines as she portrays the
complexities of racism through Meringue's relationship with Jeff... Lundgren
demonstrates that racism goes beyond slurs and uncomfortable glances."
- Jenice Batiforra, Librarian,, Canadian Review of Materials (CM)

"I am always looking for good high-interest low reading level titles to share with
students, and this book did not disappoint! It had relatable characters and a fast-
paced plot. The writing style was perfect for the genre and I would definitely
recommend it to students." - Vera Wexler, Educator
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Subject

JUVENILE FICTION / Social Themes
/ Self-Esteem & Self-Reliance

Audience

Juvenile

Audience range

Age (years) from 8 - 12

Distributor

Nimbus Publishing

Notes

Priority Area Tags: language,
ability/disability, socioeconomic status

Curriculum Subject: English Language
Arts, Health Education, 

Grade Level: 7-9

9781771084673

 English
5.25 x 7.75 x 0.5 in
224 pages
 Nimbus Publishing

Cammie Takes Flight
By (author) Laura Best  
Apr 12, 2017 |  Paperback , Trade |

Silver Birch Fiction Award 2018, Short-listed

Eleven-year-old Cammie Turple grew up with more obstacles than most. Visually
impaired and abandoned by her parents, she was raised by her tenacious,
bootlegging aunt in rural Tanner, Nova Scotia. After Cammie and her best friend,
Evelyn Merry, destroy the local moonshine still, forcing Evelyn’s abusive, alcoholic
father to sober up but nearly killing Evelyn in the process, Cammie convinces her
aunt to send her to the Halifax School for the Blind.

The anticipated follow-up to Flying with a Broken Wing, Cammie Takes Flight
finds Cammie navigating life at her new school, armed with an envelope with her
estranged mother’s address on it. Unsure if she can trust her new friend, Nessa,
Cammie enlists her help in tracking her mother down. Will Cammie finally learn
why she was abandoned and be able to start her new life? Or will she find too
many secrets to count, and realize that she might never put the past behind her?

A heartfelt coming-of-age story, Cammie Takes Flight explores the values of
perseverance, unlikely friendships, and what it means to be a family.

Contributor Bio

Laura Best has had over forty short stories published in literary magazines and
anthologies. Her first young adult novel, Bitter, Sweet, was shortlisted for the
Geoffrey Bilson Award for Historical Fiction for Young People and made the Best
Books for Kids and Teens 2011 list. She lives in East Dalhousie, Nova Scotia, with
her husband, Brian. Visit lauraabest.wordpress.com.

Reviews

Though Cammie's story takes place over sixty years ago in a specific setting, many
young people today are growing up with harmful relatives and may take courage
from Cammie's persistence to make something of her life. Young people of today
cannot help but contrast the plight of single mothers of yesteryear with their
circumstances today. Best's characters are fallible human beings like those many
of us encounter in life. - Ruth Latta, Canadian Materials Magazine
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Subject

JUVENILE FICTION / Social Themes
/ Peer Pressure

Audience

Young Adult

Audience range

Age (years) from 13 - 18, Grade (US)
from 8 - 12, Reading age from 9 - 10

Reading Levels

Lexile measure: HL580L

Distributor

Formac Lorimer Book Distributing
Ltd.

Notes

Priority Area Tags: gender 

Curriculum Subject: English Language
Arts

Grade Level: 7-9

9781459409774

 English
5.5 x 8.5 x 1 in
152 pages
 Lorimer
 James Lorimer & Company Ltd.,

Publishers

Creep Con
By (author) Kim Firmston  
Sep 21, 2015 |  Paperback , Trade |

Best Books for Kids & Teens -- Canadian Children's Book Centre
2016, Commended

Feeling like an outsider in a new city and at a new school, Mariam finds that her
love of comic-book superheroes overlaps with the interests of a new friend who is
otaku, crazy about manga and anime. Together, Mariam and Tya plan their
costumes for the big fan convention. Mariam is comfortable with her choice of
character, partly because as Haruhi, she can dress in a costume that doesn't bare
too much skin.

When Tya can't go to the convention, Mariam is relieved to meet up with some
boys who are dressed as the rest of the group from Haruhi's manga. Rick, dressed
as Haruhi's love interest, insists that Mariam spend all her time with him, doing
things that their characters like to do and playing out their romance. When he
tries to physically force himself on her, Mariam realizes that Rick is taking the
game way too seriously, but how can she escape his attention?

This novel explores the appealing world of comic books and graphic novels that
has growing numbers of young people exploring role playing and attending fan
conventions.

Contributor Bio

KIM FIRMSTON is the author of the Lorimer SideStreets novels Stupid, Schizo,
Hook Up, and Touch. Her books have been named Resource Links Year's Best and
picked as Canadian Children's Book Centre Best Books selections. Kim lives in
Calgary, Alberta, where she runs writing programs for creative teens. Visit her
author website at www.kimfirmston.com.

Reviews

"The messages are solid: gifts don't come with obligations, and clothing doesn't 
justify attacks. Despite the extended setup, the book moves briskly to a tidy 
conclusion."
- Kirkus Reviews
"Creep Con is a quick paced read, with culturally diverse characters. It offers an 
interesting glimpse into the world of anime, cosplay (costume play) and fan 
conventions."
- Sylvia Santiago, CM Magazine

120

7-9



Atlantic Publishers Priority Areas Learning Resources 2018: English Language Arts

Subject

JUVENILE FICTION / Law & Crime

Audience

Young Adult

Audience range

Age (years) from 12 - 18, Grade (US)
from 7 - 12, Reading age from 12 - 18

Reading Levels

Lexile measure: HL630L

Distributor

Formac Lorimer Book Distributing
Ltd.

Notes

Priority Area Tags: gender,
socioeconomic status

Curriculum Subject: English Language
Arts

Grade Level: 7-9

9781459400634

 English
5.5 x 8.5 x 1 in
224 pages
 Lorimer
 James Lorimer & Company Ltd.,

Publishers

Crush. Candy. Corpse.
By (author) Sylvia McNicoll
Feb 17, 2012 |  Hardcover , Paper over boards |

Red Maple Fiction Award 2013, Short-listed

One of the Year's Best for 2012 -- Resource Links 2012,
Commended

Best Books for Kids & Teens -- Canadian Children's Book Centre
2012, Commended

SYRCA Snow Willow Award 2014, Short-listed

Arthur Ellis Award, Best Juvenile/YA Mystery Category 2013, Short-
listed

Manitoba Young Readers' Choice Award 2014, Short-listed

Paradise Manor is depressing -- the smells are bad and the residents are old.
Sunny would much rather be doing her volunteer hours at Salon Teo, but her
teacher won't let her. Who says volunteering at a hair salon doesn't benefit the
community?

But working with the Alzheimer's patients has a surprising effect on Sunny. Along
with Cole, the grandson of one of the residents, she begins to see that the
residents don't have much more choice about their lives than she does: what they
eat, how they are treated by staff, even what they watch on television. So Sunny
does what she can to make the residents happy -- even if she has to sometimes
break the rules to do it.

When tragedy strikes at Paradise, Sunny's left to make the decision about
whether or not to honour a promise that Cole made to his grandmother about her
life...and her death.

Contributor Bio

SYLVIA McNICOLL has written twenty-three books for children. Her novels have
won the Silver Birch and the Manitoba Young Reader's Choice Award. In 2011
she won a City of Hamilton Book Award for YA fiction. She is currently the
features editor for Today's Parent Toronto. She lives in Burlington, Ontario.

Reviews

"The book casts [Sunny as a typical teen in many respects, with all the powers of
observation and all the daily struggles with the distractions of everyday life in
adolescence... a good, solid examination of an important ethical topic for teens to
consider." - Jane Murphy, VOYA

"...fast-paced and powerful. From the touching dedication to the unravelling of the
forty-first hour, my attention was held....McNicoll has created a character that
many students will relate to." Rated E - Excellent, enduring, everyone should see it! 
- Sarah Nelson, Resource Links
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Subject

JUVENILE FICTION / Social Issues /
Self-Mutilation

Audience

Young Adult

Audience range

Age (years) from 14 - 18, Grade (US)
from 9 - 12, Reading age from 7 - 10

Reading Levels

Lexile measure: HL640L

Distributor

Formac Lorimer Book Distributing
Ltd.

Notes

Priority Area Tags: socioeconomic
status

Curriculum Subject: English Language
Arts, Health Education, Physical
Education

Grade Level: 7-9

9781459410954

 English
5.25 x 7.5 x 1 in
176 pages
 Lorimer
 James Lorimer & Company Ltd.,

Publishers

Lorimer SideStreets

Cutter Boy
By (author) Cristy Watson  
Apr 01, 2016 |  Paperback , Trade |

Bullied at school and ignored at home, Travis has a secret: cutting himself with a
razor blade is the only thing that lets him control the pain in his life and find some
peace. When he becomes friends with Chyvonne, a new girl at school, he doesn't
know how to get close to her without revealing his secret and making himself
even more vulnerable. Spending time with Chyvonne spurs Travis to try to
discover why his mother can't seem to face his very existence. It's only when he
learns about the art form of paper cutting that he realizes there might be other
ways to make himself feel adrenalin-fueled and in control.

Although self-harm through cutting is a problem usually associated with teenage
girls, many young men are involved in different sorts of self-injury. This story
explores a teenager's motivations for cutting and the options for overcoming the
need to self-injure.

Contributor Bio

CRISTY WATSON is passionate about teaching and writing. She loves living near
the beach in White Rock, B.C., where she hosts an Open Mic at her local coffee
shop. She is the award-winning author of three hi/lo novels -- Benched, Living
Rough and On Cue -- published by Orca.

Reviews

"What+first grabbed me about this book was that the subject of cutting fills a gap
in teen literature. One often sees books on drugs or different forms of abuse, but
self-harm does not seem to be represented very often...Cutter Boy is definitely
one of the better high interest reads out there today, and it fills a very important
gap in teen literature...Recommended."

- Stephanie Johnson, CM Magazine
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Subject

JUVENILE FICTION / Social Themes
/ Depression & Mental Illness

Audience

Young Adult

Audience range

Age (years) from 13 - 18, Grade (US)
from 9 - 12, Reading age from 6 - 10

Reading Levels

Lexile measure: 610L

Distributor

Formac Lorimer Book Distributing
Ltd.

Notes

Priority Area Tags: ethnicity

Curriculum Subject: English Language
Arts, Health Education, Physical
Education

Grade Level: 7-9

9781459411524

 English
5.25 x 7.5 x 1 in
168 pages
 Lorimer
 James Lorimer & Company Ltd.,

Publishers

Lorimer SideStreets

Dark Side
By (author) John Choi  
Aug 22, 2016 |  Paperback , Trade |

Emerson Yeung seems to have every reason to be happy-- he gets good marks, has
some friends, and has a part time job at his parents' dry cleaning business. But
Emerson has been hiding something. The pressure to be the perfect son put on
him by his parents that sometimes escalates into abuse from his father. This has
led to a depression that leaves him roaming the city in the middle of the night.

When his phone is stolen and used to post racist threats toward the vice principal
and a teacher at his school, Emerson gets suspended and is investigated by the
police. Not seeing any way out of his situation, he plans to commit suicide. But
Emerson manages to find help and to gain the strength he needs to deal with his
life.

This novel is a realistic look at how a responsible teen can feel overwhelmed by
life's pressures --and how personal and family tragedy can be averted.

Contributor Bio

JOHN CHOI lives in Toronto where he has worked as a child and youth mental
health professional for over twenty years. Dark Side is his first novel.

Reviews

"Emerson+is a realistic character with whom readers are likely to connect because 
they or someone they know may have been in a similar situation with feeling 
overwhelmed with school and life at some point... The book is likely to encourage 
readers to think critically about mental health and healthy family relationships. 
Dark Side is an engaging read that covers many serious issues which will hold 
appeal to a wide audience of teen readers. Highly Recommended."
- Chasity Findlay, CM Magazine
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Subject

JUVENILE FICTION / Social Themes
/ Death & Dying

Audience

Young Adult

Audience range

Age (years) from 14 - 18, Grade (US)
from 9 - 12, Reading age from 7 - 10

Reading Levels

Lexile measure: 600L

Distributor

Formac Lorimer Book Distributing
Ltd.

Notes

Priority Area Tags: socioeconomic
status

Curriculum Subject: English Language
Arts, Health Education, Physical
Education

Grade Level: 7-9

9781459411579

 English
5.25 x 7.5 x 1 in
184 pages
 Lorimer
 James Lorimer & Company Ltd.,

Publishers

Lorimer SideStreets

Dead to Me
By (author) Cristy Watson  
Aug 22, 2016 |  Paperback , Trade |

Ever since Logan found out that his uncle was involved in the accident that killed
Logan's dad, he's been full of resentment. He cuts his uncle out of his life, and
finds that being reckless is the only way to feel anything. Looking for a place to
drink underaged and undisturbed, Logan and his friends break into a house they
think is abandoned.

What they find there gets them into trouble with the law and causes Logan's
girlfriend to break up with him. But it also makes Logan face up to his anger and
his need to forgive and be forgiven.

This novel combines themes of teen rebellion with what happens when young
people are brought face-to-face with the reality of death in a realistic,
unsensational story.

Contributor Bio

CRISTY WATSON is passionate about teaching and writing. She loves living near
the beach in White Rock, B.C., where she hosts an open mic at her local coffee
shop. She is the award-winning author of four other novels -- Benched, Living
Rough, On Cue, and the recently-published Lorimer title Cutter Boy.

Reviews

"Overall,+Dead To Me is one that reluctant tween or teen readers will be able to
read with interest and with ease."
- Karyn Miehl, CM Magazine: Canadian Review of Materials

"Author+Cristy Watson has a good sense of edgy situations... Her crisis situation
where four teenagers discover the seriously decayed body of a lonely old man is
really quite compelling... this is a believable story and her characters are very
real."

Resource Links Rating G - Good, even great at times, generally
useful!

- Resource Links Reviews, Volume 22, Number 3
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Subject

JUVENILE FICTION / Love &
Romance

Audience

Juvenile

Audience range

Age (years) from 14 - 18, Grade (US)
from 9 - 12, Reading age from 7 - 10

Distributor

Formac Lorimer Book Distributing
Ltd.

Distributor

Lerner Publisher Services

Notes

Priority Area Tags: sexual orientation

Curriculum Subject: English Language
Arts, Health Education, Physical
Education

Grade Level: 7-9

9781459407671

 English
4.25 x 7 x 1 in
176 pages
 Lorimer
 James Lorimer & Company Ltd.,

Publishers

Lorimer SideStreets

Femme
By (author) Mette Bach  
Feb 07, 2015 |  Paperback , Trade |

Academics have never been Sofie's strong point; she?s too busy spending all of
her free time with her boyfriend, Paul, the captain of her Surrey high school's
soccer team. When her English teacher implements a new program that pairs her
with straight-A student Clea, Sofie worries about how Paul will react to her
hanging out with the only out lesbian at school. Sofie is as surprised as Paul at
how close she and Clea quickly become.

When Sofie discovers that Clea is planning a road trip to check out some
American colleges over the winter break, she invites herself along, causing more
issues with Paul. But it's only after a college student asks if Sofie identifies as a
"femme" lesbian that she starts to question her own sexuality and her relationship
with both Clea and Paul.

[Fry reading level - 3.0

Contributor Bio

METTE BACH was born in Denmark and raised in Delta, British Columbia. She
lives in Vancouver where she teaches ESL to high school students. Femme is her
first young adult novel.

Reviews

"…there+is much to admire in this novel. The importance of teachers and role
models in
supporting young people as they struggle to find themselves is
emphasized…Recommended." Rated G - Good, even great at times,
generally useful!
- Joan Givner, Resource Links

"Bach+approaches+the awakening sexuality theme with great gentleness. While
the setting and characters may be familiar, the lesbian plot direction is brave new
territory. Readers learn along with Sophie about the depth and breadth of this
community as Bach purposefully avoids stereotypes and labels." - Charlotte
Duggan, CM Magazine
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Subject

JUVENILE FICTION / Sports &
Recreation / Martial Arts

Audience

Young Adult

Audience range

Age (years) from 14 - 18, Grade (US)
from 9 - 12, Reading age from 7 - 10

Distributor

Formac Lorimer Book Distributing
Ltd.

Notes

Priority Area Tags: socioeconomic
status

Curriculum Subject: English Language
Arts, Health Education, Physical
Education

Grade Level: 7-9

9781459408593

 English
4.25 x 7 x 1 in
176 pages
 Lorimer
 James Lorimer & Company Ltd.,

Publishers

Lorimer SideStreets

Fight Back
By (author) Brent R. Sherrard  
Apr 21, 2015 |  Hardcover , Paper over boards |

Tyler Josten has never caught a break. Abandoned by his mother, physically and
emotionally abused by his father, he grows up with a wild temper, fighting anyone
he sees as a bully -- including the police. When he gets into trouble with the law,
his grandmother gives up on him, and he is placed in foster care to wait for his
court date.

The Conways welcome Tyler into the kind of home he never imagined, one full of
comfort and compassion. When Wayne Conway starts teaching him how to box,
Tyler's uneasiness with people caring about him begins to disappear. With a
controlled outlet for the violence instilled in him, Tyler starts taking responsibility
for his life and his actions. But he still has to be able to trust other people -- and
himself.

[Fry reading level - 5.4

Contributor Bio

BRENT R. SHERRARD is the author of the Lorimer SideStreets novels Final
Takedown and Wasted, both of which received commendations from the
Canadian Children?s Book Centre. He and his wife, Valerie, live in Miramachi,
New Brunswick.

Reviews

"[An excellent read." - Tina Avon,, NetGalley Reviewer
"Great book for reluctant older readers about standing up for yourself and not 
giving up." - Nicola Farmer,, Librarian at St Margarets and Berwick Grammar 
Schools
"This is an extraordinary short novel, not just for those readers who have difficulty 
reading, but for everyone, young, old, kid or adult ? this is one not to be missed ? 
and you might just learn something important about how to make your life a little 
bit better." - Bill Baker,, Educator at York Schools, NetGalley
Reviewer
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Subject

YOUNG ADULT FICTION /
Romance / Contemporary

Audience

Young Adult

Audience range

Age (years) from 13 - 18, Grade (US)
exact 5, Reading age from 9 - 10

Reading Levels

Lexile measure: 680L

Distributor

Formac Lorimer Book Distributing
Ltd.

Notes

Priority Area Tags: race, ethnicity, 
religion

Curriculum Subject: English Language 
Arts, Health Education, Physical 
Education

Grade Level: 7-9

9781459412149

 English
5.25 x 7.5 x 0.5 in
160 pages
 Lorimer
 James Lorimer & Company Ltd.,

Publishers

Lorimer Real Love

Follow Your Heart
By (author) Tasha Nathan  
Apr 28, 2017 |  Paperback , Trade |

Nisha has always been a good Tamil daughter. She tries to keep her grades up so
she can meet her parents' high expectations of her. They want her to become a
doctor or an engineer, and of course she is not allowed to be in a romantic
relationship while she is still a teenager. Nisha has discovered that what she really
loves to do is write. As she devotes more of her time and attention to her creative
writing class, she also finds that who she really loves is her classmate Todd. How
can Nisha get her parents to understand that she needs to live her own life? And
when she has to choose between her dreams of life on her own terms and being
with Todd, how can Nisha decide where her true feelings lie?

Contributor Bio

TASHA NATHAN graduated from York University with a degree in sociology as
well as a diploma in counselling for abused woman and children. She is a strong
supporter of women's rights and has worked alongside community organizations
in Toronto as well as internationally to promote gender equality. She is a
contributor to TamilCulture, the first Tamil online lifestyle magazine. She lives in
Toronto with her husband.

Reviews

"Follow Your Heart is to be applauded for presenting an authentic Tamil
Canadian voice in young adult fiction. This diversity, only starting to be seen in
contemporary teen novels, is a much-needed story that belongs on our
bookshelves." - Amy Westbury, CM Magazine: Canadian Review of Materials

"It is so rare to see novels with South Asian MCs. Even rarer to find one with a
Tamil MC. And this was a novel that resonated with me." - Aradhna Kaur,
Reviewer,, NetGalley

"I really enjoyed this book. I enjoyed the journey it took me on and the characters.
Definitely a gripping recommended read." - Reviewer, NetGalley

"Nathan's message is clear and positive?stand up for yourself, but do so without
disrespecting those who have made sacrifices for you?and her representation of
the South Asian domestic and dating experience feels authentic, insightful, and
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Subject

JUVENILE FICTION / Social Issues /
Homosexuality

Audience

Young Adult

Audience range

Age (years) from 13 - 18, Grade (US)
from 8 - 12, Reading age from 13 - 18

Reading Levels

Lexile measure: HL590L

Distributor

Formac Lorimer Book Distributing
Ltd.

Notes

Priority Area Tags: sexual orientation

Curriculum Subject: English Language
Arts, Health Education, Physical
Education

Grade Level: 7-9

9781459403734

 English
5.5 x 8.5 x 1 in
144 pages
 Lorimer
 James Lorimer & Company Ltd.,

Publishers

Lorimer Podium Sports Academy

Forward Pass
By (author) Lorna Schultz Nicholson  
Mar 01, 2013 |  Hardcover , Paper over boards |

Best Books for Kids & Teens *Starred Selection* (Canadian
Children's Book Centre) 2013, Commended

One of the Year's Best for 2013 -- Resource Links 2013,
Commended

Podium Sports Academy's star goalkeeper wants nothing more than to play on
Canada's National Team. Parmita works hard at school and on the pitch, so if it
seems like she's avoiding boys, she hopes everyone will think it's because she
wants to be the best, and not because she's secretly attracted to girls.

The team's new assistant coach may actually have the pull to get Parmita a
National Team tryout, but Parmita is uncomfortable with her coach's constant
flirting and accidentally-on-purpose touching. After the coach guesses her secret
about her sexuality and corners her in the locker room, Parmita has to decide how
far she'll go to get a tryout.

[Fry Reading Level - 3.0

Contributor Bio

LORNA SCHULTZ NICHOLSON has written picture books, middle grade and YA
fiction, and non-fiction. She has also written, produced, and hosted programs for
television and radio, and is well known in Western Canada for her print
journalism, including sports writing. Lorna regularly visits schools to share her
passion for literacy with students. She lives in Edmonton with her husband and
their two dogs.

Reviews

"Lorna Schultz Nicholson is to be commended for her no-fear approach to writing 
about serious issues that have resonance with real life. Nicholson's extensive 
knowledge of the sports world makes for a glimpse into the real behind-the-scenes 
of practices, locker rooms, and tournament life. Nicholson gives her protagonists 
and secondary characters great depth, which ensures that the friendships and 
team dynamics between the characters are relatable and, above all else, 
believable." Recommended - Jillian Sexton, CM: Canadian Review of Materials
"Podium Sports Academy is a great concept. Take the pressures of a regular high 
school experience and dial them up tenfold -- and you have Podium Sports 
Academy." Rated E, excellent - Patricia Jermey, Resource Links
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Subject

HISTORY / Canada / General

Audience

General Trade

Distributor

Nimbus Publishing Ltd.

Notes

Priority Area Tags: socioeconomic
status

Curriculum Subject: English Language
Arts

Grade Level: 7-9

9781927097779

 English
6 x 9 in
200 pages
 MacIntyre Purcell Publishing

Ghost Stories of Nova Scotia
By (author) Vernon Oickle  
Nov 06, 2014 |  Paperback

Are you afraid of things that go bump in the night? Do you think someone is
watching you even though no one is there? Do doors and windows open and close
on their own? If you’ve answered yes to even one of these questions, then join
veteran ghost story teller Vernon Oickle as he brings to life some of Nova Scotia’s
most intriguing tales of suspense in this collection of ghost stories. 

Contributor Bio

Vernon Oickle was born in Liverpool, where he worked for thirteen years at his
hometown newspaper, the Advance. He has won many regional, national, and
international awards for writing and photography. In 2009, the International
Society of Weekly Newspaper Editors based in Missouri chose him as one of the
top twelve editorial writers among their worldwide membership. Today, he is the
editor of the award-winning newspaper The Lunenburg County Progress Bulletin.
The father of two, he continues to reside in Liverpool with his family.
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Subject

JUVENILE FICTION / Social Themes
/ Violence

Audience

Young Adult

Audience range

Age (years) from 13 - 18, Grade (US)
from 7 - 12

Distributor

James Lorimer & Company Ltd.,
Publishers

Notes

Priority Area Tags: gender

Curriculum Subject: English Language
Arts, Health Education, Physical
Education

Grade Level: 7-9

9781552778661

 English
4.25 x 7 x 0.5 in
112 pages
 Lorimer
 James Lorimer & Company Ltd.,

Publishers

Lorimer SideStreets

Girl Fight
By (author) Faye Harnest
Sep 27, 2011 |  Electronic book text , PDF , Paper over boards |

Zadie thinks she's tough and indestructible, like the superheroes she draws in her
graphic novels. She'll fight any girl who dares to take her on, and she always wins --
until, one day, she loses. Beat up and riled up, she quickly gets her revenge and
hospitalizes the next girl she challenges. Scared that this time she may have gone
too far, Zadie tries to keep out of trouble. But when some girls launch a
cyberbullying campaign against her meant to spur her into violence, Zadie decides
that enough is enough, and the lines between superhero and supervillain become
blurred. A story written by a fresh young voice about violent teen girls and
society's general ineptitude in understanding and helping them.

Contributor Bio

Calgary native FAYE HARNEST writes and edits books, plays, and films. She has
edited a book for youth on cyberbullying and worked on the Canadian Women's
Studies Journal. Faye holds university degrees in psychology and creative writing
and is currently completing a MA in Creative Writing at Concordia University.
This is her first novel.
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Subject

JUVENILE FICTION / Family /
Adoption

Audience

Young Adult

Audience range

Age (years) from 14 - 18, Grade (US)
from 9 - 12, Reading age from 7 - 10

Reading Levels

Lexile measure: HL650L

Distributor

Formac Lorimer Book Distributing
Ltd.

Notes

Priority Area Tags: socioeconomic
status

Curriculum Subject: English Language
Arts, Health Education, Physical
Education

Grade Level: 7-9

9781459409880

 English
4.25 x 7 x 1 in
176 pages
 Lorimer
 James Lorimer & Company Ltd.,

Publishers

Lorimer SideStreets

Gone Wild
By (author) Jodi Lundgren  
Sep 21, 2015 |  Paperback , Trade |

Bullied in foster care and then by his adoptive mother's boyfriend, Seth decides to
head out on his own. Brooke thinks she might be pregnant and, instead of facing
her controlling mother, she runs. The strangers meet in a wilderness park on
Vancouver Island, where basic survival is a challenge. As they work together to
find food, water, and shelter, they find the strength to take control of their own
lives.

Contributor Bio

JODI LUNDGREN's love of backpacking has taken her to the Cape Scott and
Juan de Fuca trails on Vancouver Island and to the Camino del Norte in Spain. She
currently lives in Victoria, British Columbia, where she teaches English and
Creative Writing at Camosun College. Gone Wild follows on the success of her
last teen novel, Blow, also in the Lorimer SideStreets series.

Reviews

"While Seth's story is one of genuine abuse, Brooke's is more about poor choices 
bringing difficult consequences. However, the differences are the strength of this 
brief novel. Pain is real to the one suffering, yet healing is available to those willing 
to be vulnerable to others. Lundgren's sure hand guides Seth and Brooke toward 
hope and healing and avoids the trap of sentimentality. A breath of fresh air lifts 
these familiar themes." - Kirkus Reviews
"This book runs with themes of self discovery as well as coming of age . . . The 
lessons contained in the characters' stories can readily be applied to numerous 
situations, and are certainly useful, especially during the volatile, emotionally 
charged teenage years. As it's a short book it could be a good choice for classroom 
reading in middle school and or high school."
- Isis Erb, NetGalley Reviewer
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Subject

FICTION / Native American &
Aboriginal

Audience

General Trade

Distributor

Brunswick Books

Notes

Priority Area Tags: race, ethnicity

Curriculum Subject: English Language
Arts

Grade Level: 7-9, 10-12

9781552666777

 English
5.5 x 8.5 x 0.5 in
328 pages
 Roseway Publishing
 Fernwood Publishing

Grey Eyes
By (author) Frank Christopher Busch
Jul 09, 2014 |  Paperback , Trade |

Burt Award for First Nations, Metis, and Inuit Literature 2015,
Winner

"Busch is amongst the new generation of voices so vital to our country" -- Joseph
Boyden, author of The Orenda

In a world without time and steeped in ceremony and magic, walks a chosen few
who hold an ancient power: the Grey Eyes. True stewards of the land, the Grey
Eyes use their magic to maintain harmony and keep evil at bay. With only one
elderly Grey-Eye left in the village of the Nehiyawak, the birth of a new Grey-Eyed
boy promises a renewed line of defence against their only foe: the menacing Red-
Eyes, whose name is rarely spoken but whose presence is ever felt. While the birth
of the Grey-Eyed boy offers the clan much-needed protection, it also initiates a
struggle for power that threatens to rip the clan apart, leaving them defenceless
against the their sworn enemy. The responsibility of restoring balance and
harmony, the only way to keep the Nehiyawak safe, is thrust upon a boy’s slender
shoulders. What powers will he have, and can he protect the clan from the evil of
the Red Eyes?

Contributor Bio

Frank Christopher Busch is a member of the Nisichawayasihk Cree Nation and
grew up in northern Manitoba. He has spent his professional life working with
First Nations businesses, non-profits and governments at the band, regional tribal
council, provincial, national and international levels. He lives in Westbank First
Nation, British Columbia.

Reviews

"With his novel Grey Eyes, Frank Busch taps into the traditional in a way I've not
seen before. At once historical and fantastical, Grey Eyes reclaims some of our
most powerful stories with authenticity and with heart and with that bit of magic
that brings all of it to such beautiful life. Busch is amongst the new generation of
voices so vital to our country." - Joseph Boyden, author of The Orenda, winner
of Canada Reads 2014

"Frank Christopher Busch has created one fine piece of fiction with his novel.
Looking forward to going along on the next adventure."

- Duncan Mercredi, poet, writer and storyteller
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Subject

JUVENILE FICTION / Social Issues /
Homosexuality

Audience

Young Adult

Audience range

Age (years) from 14 - 18, Grade (US)
from 9 - 12, Reading age from 7 - 10

Distributor

Formac Lorimer Book Distributing
Ltd.

Notes

Priority Area Tags: sexual orientation

Curriculum Subject: English Language
Arts, Health Education, Physical
Education

Grade Level: 7-9

9781459401921

 English
4.25 x 7 x 1 in
144 pages
 Lorimer
 James Lorimer & Company Ltd.,

Publishers

Lorimer SideStreets

Homo
By (author) Michael Harris  
Sep 12, 2012 |  Hardcover , Paper over boards |

Canadian Children's Book Centre Best Books for Kids & Teens
*Starred Selection* 2013, Commended

One of the Year's Best for 2013 - Resource Links 2013, Commended

ALA Rainbow Project List 2014, Commended

I don’t see why I have to become this new person just because I like guys. Most of
who I am has nothing to do with who I hump.

Just before his last year in high school, Will’s best friend Julie inadvertently outs
him at an end-of-summer party. Now Will feels lost and alienated at
his Chilliwack high school and strangely distant from his friends. The only other
gay kid at school is not his type, so Will looks online for more meaningful
connections. There he meets Riley, a twenty-three-year-old living in Vancouver,
and they develop a relationship that seems almost too good to be true. It isn’t
until after Will loses his virginity to Riley that he discovers Riley is HIV positive.

Contributor Bio

MICHAEL HARRIS is a magazine editor and writer. His stories have appeared in
Xtra, The Walrus, and the Globe and Mail. He lives in Vancouver, British
Columbia.

Reviews

"Harris's unflinching candor gives his novel credibility, substance and even the 
power to potentially change lives." - Greg Armstrong-Morris, Xtra
"Harris offers queer youth an example of post-AIDS gay life, as well as a warning 
against taking that history too lightly." - Quill & Quire
"Harris' book is a gritty and harrowing, but ultimately uplifting and reassuring 
story... Will, Daniel and Julie are deep characters, full of life and complexity."
- Rob Bittner, Keen Readers
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Subject

JUVENILE FICTION / Social Issues /
Pregnancy

Audience

Young Adult

Audience range

Age (years) from 14 - 18, Grade (US)
from 9 - 12, Reading age from 7 - 10

Distributor

Formac Lorimer Book Distributing
Ltd.

Distributor

Lerner Publisher Services

Notes

Priority Area Tags: race

Curriculum Subject: English Language
Arts, Health Education, Physical
Education

Grade Level: 7-9

9781459400306

 English
4.25 x 7 x 1 in
152 pages
 Lorimer
 James Lorimer & Company Ltd.,

Publishers

Lorimer SideStreets

Hook Up
By (author) Kim Firmston  
Mar 14, 2012 |  Hardcover , Paper over boards |

One of the Year's Best for 2012 -- Resource Links 2012,
Commended

Best Books for Kids & Teens -- Canadian Children's Book Centre
2012, Commended

Cody Manywounds's intentions are good, but it seems that every time he makes
one little mistake, he gets caught. He got into some serious trouble with his friends
a while ago, but since then, things have been looking up -- his grades are good, his
girlfriend is hot, and the escape to university (and more girls) is just around the
corner. Then it all comes crashing down with a single text message: "I'm pregnant.
Call me. :)" When Cody's girlfriend decides to get an abortion, he finds himself
dealing with conflicting emotions -- and discovers how little a say he is given in the
matter.

Contributor Bio

KIM FIRMSTON is a writer and creative writing instructor in Calgary, AB. Her
short story "Life Before War" was shortlisted for the 2008 CBC Literary Awards.
She is also the author of the SideStreets novel Schizo, a Canadian Children's Book
Centre Best Books for Kids and Teens starred selection. This is her second book
for teens.

Reviews

"powerful, well written, and suspenseful with characters that are appealing,
convincing and complex." - Christine McFarlane, First Perspective

"The characters jump off the page, energetically engaging the reader... The
dialogue between them is up-to-date, sharp and realistic" - Joan Marshall, CM:
Canadian Review of Materials

"A powerful portrayal... Teens will appreciate Firmston's honesty and use of
realistic language... confronts aboriginal stereotypes with skill and insight." Rated
G-E, Good to Excellent! - Angela Thompson, Resource Links
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Subject

JUVENILE FICTION / Sports &
Recreation / Basketball

Audience

Juvenile

Audience range

Age (years) from 13 - 18, Grade (US)
from 8 - 12, Reading age from 13 - 18

Reading Levels

Lexile measure: HL550L

Distributor

Formac Lorimer Book Distributing
Ltd.

Notes

Priority Area Tags: ability/disability

Curriculum Subject: English Language
Arts, Physical Education

Grade Level: 7-9

9781459405882

 English
5.5 x 8.5 x 1 in
136 pages
 Lorimer
 James Lorimer & Company Ltd.,

Publishers

Lorimer Podium Sports Academy

Hoop Dreams
By (author) Lorna Schultz Nicholson  
Mar 19, 2014 |  Hardcover , Paper over boards |

Playing ball is what keeps Podium Sports Academy's basketball captain going when
things get rough. When there's trouble back home, Allie turns to basketball. Ditto
when her relationship is in trouble or when she's at odds with her friends. But then
tragedy strikes when an old knee injury resurfaces and Allie is told she might not
be able to play again. With her hope of a future as an elite basketball player gone,
Allie is overwhelmed with dark thoughts and feels she has nothing left to live for.
That is, until unexpected support comes from two unlikely sources: her folks back
home and her friends at Podium, her home away from home. [Fry Reading Level -
3.0

Contributor Bio

LORNA SCHULTZ NICHOLSON has written picture books, middle grade and YA
fiction, and non-fiction. She has also written, produced, and hosted programs for
television and radio, and is well known in Western Canada for her print
journalism, including sports writing. Lorna regularly visits schools to share her
passion for literacy with students. She lives in Edmonton with her husband and
their two dogs.

Reviews

"I'm really impressed with the writing and character development. Dialogue is 
realistic, and the pacing is exciting. Will be recommending more from the Podium 
series." - Jaime Tong,, Educator at Vancouver School Board
"Allie leads a cast of well-drawn, multicultural characters, some of whom have 
starred in other Podium books, giving a cohesive feel to this fictional high school. 
The action flows naturally, alternating between scenes of intense basketball action, 
solitary angst, and hanging with friends. Readers will identify with AllieÂ?s 
struggles and second-guess her choices, making this a valuable and worthwhile 
read for all teens -- elite athletes or not. Gripping, relatable and fast-paced, these 
books will appeal to a wide-ranging audience, particularly to teens reading below 
age level." - Penny Draper, National Reading Campaign
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Subject

NON-CLASSIFIABLE

Audience

General Trade

Distributor

Nimbus Publishing

Notes

Priority Area Tags: language

Curriculum Subject: English Language
Arts

Grade Level: 7-9

9781771086493

 English
5.5 x 8 x 0.75 in
192 pages
 Nimbus Publishing

Humpback Whale Journal
Illustrated by Alan Syliboy  
May 31, 2018 |  Hardcover , Cloth |

This whimsical journal is ideal for writers to reflect on the day’s events. Featuring
the artwork of praised Mi’kmaw artist Alan Syliboy, this lined notebook is the
perfect tool to keep track of your thoughts, projects, and ideas. The lively painting
of a humpback whale is sure to spark your creative writing while you jot down all of
your important notes and memories.

Contributor Bio

Artist Alan Syliboy studied privately with Shirley Bear and attended the Nova
Scotia College of Art and Design, where, twenty-five years later, he was invited to
sit on the Board of Governors. Alan looks to the indigenous Mi’kmaw petroglyph
tradition for inspiration and develops his own artistic vocabulary out of those
forms. He lives in Truro, Nova Scotia.
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Subject

JUVENILE FICTION / Family /
Orphans & Foster Homes

Audience

General Trade

Distributor

Nimbus Publishing Ltd.

Notes

Priority Area Tags: language

Curriculum Subject: English Language
Arts

Grade Level: 7-9

9781771082792

 English
5.25 x 7.75 x 0.5 in
160 pages
 Nimbus Publishing

Jacob's Landing
By (author) Daphne Greer  
Apr 06, 2015 |  Paperback , Trade |

Hackmatack Children's Choice Book Awards (English Fiction) 2017,
Short-listed

Silver Birch Award (OLA Forest of Reading) 2016, Short-listed

Coping with the recent death of his father, twelve-year-old Jacob Mosher is sent
to spend the summer with his aging, estranged (and strange!) grandparents in
rural Newport Landing, Nova Scotia. Reluctantly, he trades the security of his
foster mum in “Upper Canada” for a blind grandfather, Frank, who dresses like a
sea captain and conducts flag-raising ceremonies, and a quirky grandmother,
Pearl, who sometimes forgets her dentures and has Jacob running in circles.

Jacob has two short months to figure out how to deal with his ailing grandfather,
the surging Avon River tides, and the family secret that’s haunting his newfound
grandparents. He didn’t expect so much danger and mystery to be lurking in tiny
Newport Landing.

Contributor Bio
Daphne Greer graduated from Mount St. Vincent University with a Bachelor of
Child Study. She is the author of Maxed Out, a 2013 nominee for best quick read
by the American Library Association. Jacob’s Landing is set in the beautiful
surroundings of Newport Landing, Nova Scotia, where she lives with her husband
and four daughters. Visit her at daphnegreer.com
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Subject

POETRY / General

Audience

General Trade

Distributor

Nimbus Publishing

Notes

Priority Area Tags: language

Curriculum Subject: English Language 
Arts

Grade Level: 10-12

9781773660035

 English
5 x 8 in
112 pages

 Acorn Press

The Future Hurtling Toward Us
By (author) Richard Lemm  
May 31, 2018 |  Paperback , Trade |

Richard Lemm’s new poetry collection, The Future Hurtling Toward Us, opens with
visits to Tasmania and Egypt. He takes readers to the infamous penal colony on the
Tasman Peninsula, then imagines an alternate history in which convicts were sent
to Prince Edward Island. Lemm explores his pre- and post-Revolution experiences
teaching Egyptian students and encountering a great civilization wrestling
with cross-currents of modernity and tradition. His poetic gaze then turns to the
struggle of a couple living the ordeal of severe anorexia and the quest for healing.

In “The Sacred and the Profane” poems, he conjures myths and journeys – ancient
and modern – to illuminate how we choose to live in the present: a Jewish
surgeon’s pilgrimage to Assisi; Adam and Eve’s reflections on their fateful Edenic
choice; the poet’s grandfather trading farm clothes for an army uniform and war in
the Philippines; a resurrected L. M. Montgomery in a gift shop, surrounded by Anne
of Green Gables merchandise. In the final section, Lemm evokes, with wit and
urgency, our ecological reality and environmental crises: “The future is forever
/ now, is headlines scrolling / at glacial melt and animated pixel / speed into
amnesia. While the Darwins / of tomorrow and their painstaking facts / watch from
the crow’s nests, swaying above / our faith in charts, invincible hulls.”

Other poets have written of Lemm’s “passionate engagement with human nature,
including his own,” of how he “masterfully blends his narrative poetic style with
lyrical sweeps across time and space,” and of his “wit, his spilling love of life and his
poetic magnetism.”

Contributor Bio

Richard Lemm is an award-winning author and poet. He has been a faculty
member at the Banff School of Fine Arts, and is professor of Canadian and English
Literature and Creative Writing at the University of Prince Edward Island. He is
the author of several volumes of poetry, the short story collection Shape of Things
to Come and edited two anthologies, Snow Softly Falling and Riptides: New
Island Fiction, which won the PEI Book Award and was shortlisted for the Best
Atlantic Published Book.
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Subject

JUVENILE FICTION / Social Themes
/ Death & Dying

Audience

Young Adult

Audience range

Age (years) from 14 - 18, Grade (US)
from 9 - 12, Reading age from 7 - 10

Reading Levels

Lexile measure: HL630L

Distributor

Formac Lorimer Book Distributing
Ltd.

Notes

Priority Area Tags: socioeconomic
status, gender, ability/disability

Curriculum Subject: English Language
Arts, Health Education, Physical
Education

Grade Level: 7-9

9781459410909

 English
5.25 x 7.5 x 1 in
176 pages
 LORIMER
 James Lorimer & Company Ltd.,

Publishers

Lorimer SideStreets

Killer Drop
By (author) Mette Bach  
Apr 01, 2016 |  Paperback , Trade |

Best Books for Kids & Teens -- Canadian Children's Book Centre
2017, Commended

Marcus has it all: charm, good looks, successful parents, endless opportunities and
anything money can buy. Along with his best friend, Tom, and Tom's crush,
Yasmin, he escapes to his parents' resort condo during a school trip to Whistler,
B.C. And he can't refuse when drinking makes Yasmin determined to hook up with
him instead of Tom. The three decide to ditch the rest of the group and ski out of
bounds. And the thrill is extreme -- until Yasmin dies going over an unmarked cliff
and Tom is left paraplegic. To Marcus's horror, the school decides to blame and
expel Tom rather than face the power of Marcus's father and his lawyers. Can he
deny his part in what happened? Or should he turn his back on his perfect life and
face up to the consequences of his actions?

Contributor Bio

METTE BACH was born in Denmark and raised in Delta, B.C. She lives in
Vancouver where she teaches ESL to high school students. She is the author of the
SideStreets novel Femme.

Reviews

"In spite of its brevity, few words on a page, and simple vocabulary, this book is
aimed squarely at teens. Coarse language, sex, drinking, and a frank discussion of
suicide are all part of this tale." - Kirkus Reviews

"Quick read for reluctant readers!" - Larissa Haynes, Educator, NetGalley
Reviewer
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Subject

JUVENILE FICTION / General

Audience

Juvenile

Distributor

Nimbus Publishing Ltd.

Notes

Priority Area Tags: race, ethnicity

Curriculum Subject: English Language
Arts

Grade Level: 7-9, 10-12

9781927502129

 English
5 x 7.5 x 0.5 in
234 pages
 Acorn Press

The Last Wild Boy
By (author) Hugh MacDonald  
Nov 26, 2013 |  Paperback , Trade |

This is a new young adult novel by P.E.I.'s Poet Laureate. It is a dystopic story about
Nora who lives in the walled city of Aahimsa, an idyllic community of girls and
women working together to make a peaceful life free of the brutality of the
outsiders. As the companion of the mayor of Aahimsa's daughter, Alice, she enjoys
privileges that other women from the working class can only dream of. But when
she and Alice find an outsider baby abandoned within the city walls, Nora starts to
question whether the outsiders pose as much of a threat to her civilization as she's
been taught. With the baby's life in danger, Nora must decide whether she's willing
to give up everything she has to save him, and who she can trust to help her.

Contributor Bio
Hugh MacDonald is a poet, editor, childrens’ author and novelist Hugh MacDonald
of Brudenell was poet laureate for Prince Edward Island from Jan 1, 2010, until
Dec 31, 2012. Morgan’s Boat Ride is his 14th book as author and editor.
MacDonald was perhaps best known to Islanders as the P.E.I. representative for
Random Acts of Poetry which has brought poetry to the streets and workplaces
across Canada. He has received several awards including the L.M. Montgomery
Children’s Literature Award for Chung Lee Loves Lobsters, and a first prize for
poetry from the Writers Federation of Nova Scotia. In 2004, he was presented
with the Award for Distinguished Contribution to the Literary Arts on Prince
Edward Island. He lives near Montague, PEI with his wife, Sandra.
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Subject

HISTORY / Military / Canada

Audience

Juvenile

Audience range

Reading age from 8 - 12

Distributor

UTP Distribution

Notes

Priority Area Tags: language

Curriculum Subject: Social Studies -
African Canadian Studies, English
Language Arts, Social Studies - Histroy

Grade Level: 7-9

9781550815511

 English
5.25 x 7.25 x 0.25 in
120 pages
 Breakwater Books Ltd.

Life Lines
The Lanier Phillips Story
By (author) Christine Welldon  
Sep 01, 2014 |  Paperback , Trade |

African-American serviceman Lanier Phillips was just eighteen years old when he
was rescued from a sinking warship off the coast of Newfoundland in 1942 – a
turn of events that transformed his life and ignited a lasting passion for civil rights.
The son of sharecroppers from the Deep South, and the great-grandson of slaves,
Lanier knew only hatred for white people. As a child he was told never to look a
white man in the face, for fear of a lynching. His experience with the villagers of St.
Lawrence, Newfoundland, taught him that racism can be overcome and that the
first change must come from within. Lanier went on to a distinguished career in the
US Navy as the first African American sonar technician. He joined the Civil Rights
Movement, marched with Dr. Martin Luther King, and told his story of
transformation for the rest of his life.

Contributor Bio
CHRISTINE WELLDON loves bringing little-known stories of Canadian history to
life for young readers. Her books – including The Children of Africville (Nimbus
2009), Children of the Titanic (Nimbus 2010), and Listen to My Story: Pier 21
(Nimbus 2012) – have been nominated for the Hackmatack, Golden Oak, Round
Table Children’s Literature, and ALA Amelia Bloomer awards.Welldon makes her
home in Nova Scotia.

Reviews

"Life Lines is a short book intended for young people, for those who might not
have raised their hands earlier. The hope is that through its pages young readers
— all readers, for that matter — will be exposed to an important story from
Newfoundland’s history; a story not just about the United States’ racial bigotry
but of North American racism.” - Harold Walters, The Packet
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Subject

YOUNG ADULT FICTION /
Romance / LGBT

Audience

Young Adult

Audience range

Age (years) from 13 - 18, Grade (US)
exact 4, Reading age from 8 - 9

Reading Levels

Lexile measure: 570L

Distributor

Formac Lorimer Book Distributing
Ltd.

Notes

Priority Area Tags: gender,gender
identity,sexual orientation

Curriculum Subject: English Language
Arts, Health Education, Physical
Education

Grade Level: 7-9

9781459412088

 English
5.25 x 7.5 x 0.5 in
176 pages
 Lorimer
 James Lorimer & Company Ltd.,

Publishers

Lorimer Real Love

Love Is Love
By (author) Mette Bach  
May 01, 2017 |  Paperback , Trade |

Overweight and unhappy at home, Emmy gets sexually involved with a popular
classmate so that people will think that she is worth liking. When she realizes that
he is just using her, she decides to leave her home in Winnipeg to stay with her
uncle's family in Vancouver. Emmy has always been intimidated by her perfect
cousin Paige and Paige's cool friends, so she is surprised to find that the coolest of
them is transgender. Emmy is instantly attracted to Jude (who used to be Judy),
and starts hanging out at the coffee shop where he works. She even performs at
the poetry slam Jude hosts there.

Emmy is never sure where she stands with Jude, and can't believe that such a
confident, charismatic guy might actually be interested in her. Both her mother
back in Winnipeg and Paige warn her away from Jude, saying that he will just use
her and she will get hurt. But it's not until she almost falls again into the trap of
casual sex to boost her self-esteem that Emmy realizes it's worth it to put your
true self out there for real love.

Contributor Bio

METTE BACH was born in Denmark and raised in Delta, B.C. She lives in
Vancouver where she teaches ESL to high school students. She is the author of the
teen novels Femme and Killer Drop.

Reviews

"The writing was capturing, compelling, while the story was something that'll stay 
in my heart forever. " - Anky Singh,, NetGalley Reviewer
"A sweetly unique and timely love story. The characters in this book are believable 
and worthy of the reader's care and time." - Rick Martin,, NetGalley Reviewer
"A very positive message of accepting others as they are." - Clemence Amigou,, 
NetGalley Reviewer
"This is a book designed for the teen but works well for all the young at heart. " -
Darlene Milner,, NetGalley Reviewer
"The author brings the characters to life with great skill." - Nightwing

142

7-9



Atlantic Publishers Priority Areas Learning Resources 2018: English Language Arts

Subject

JUVENILE FICTION / Social Themes
/ Sexual Abuse

Audience

Young Adult

Audience range

Age (years) from 14 - 18, Grade (US)
from 9 - 12, Reading age from 7 - 10

Distributor

Formac Lorimer Book Distributing
Ltd.

Notes

Priority Area Tags: socioeconomic
status

Curriculum Subject: English Language
Arts, Health Education, Physical
Education

Grade Level: 7-9

9781459400832

 English
4.25 x 7 x 1 in
152 pages
 Lorimer
 James Lorimer & Company Ltd.,

Publishers

Lorimer SideStreets

Off Limits
By (author) Robert Rayner  
Mar 14, 2012 |  Hardcover , Paper over boards |

Fifteen-year-old Birmingham has a hot girlfriend who wants to "do it" anytime,
anywhere. But to his (and his best friend's) surprise, it just leaves him feeling
hollow, and he finds himself longing for something more. Then his school hires a
substitute music teacher, and Birm feels an instant connection with her. They both
share a deep love for music -- and she seems to have feelings for him too. They
begin meeting outside of school hours until, one day, Birmingham's girlfriend
catches him in a lie. Jealous and angry, she tells anyone who will listen that he is
having an affair with the teacher. Birmingham is forced to defend himself in a
formal inquiry, while he wonders whether he's the one who has done something
wrong.

Contributor Bio

ROBERT RAYNER lives in St. George, NB, where he teaches music, plays in a
band, and writes. He has written many books for children and young adults,
including the SideStreets novel Scab, which was named a Best Books for Kids and
Teens by the Canadian Children's Book Centre. His book for younger children,
Libby's Got the Beat, is a finalist for the 2012 Hackmatack Children's Choice
Award.

Reviews

"The dialogue, both witty and thoughtful, faithfully reflects current high school
conversations... Students will be nodding in recognition." - Joan Marshall,
Resource Links

"This latest entry in the SideStreets series of high-interest fiction aimed at
contemporary teen readers is a topical and provocative read that will capture the
attention of its intended audience." - Lisa Doucet, Atlantic Books Today
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Subject

JUVENILE FICTION / People &
Places / Canada / Native Canadian

Audience

Young Adult

Audience range

Age (years) from 14 - 18, Grade (US)
from 9 - 12, Reading age from 7 - 10

Reading Levels

Lexile measure: HL560L

Distributor

Formac Lorimer Book Distributing
Ltd.

Notes

Priority Area Tags: race, gender

Curriculum Subject: English Language
Arts, Social Studies - Mi''kmaq Studies,
Health Education, Physical Education

Grade Level: 7-9

9781459409835

 English
4.25 x 7 x 1 in
192 pages
 Lorimer
 James Lorimer & Company Ltd.,

Publishers

Lorimer SideStreets

One Night
By (author) Melanie Florence  
Sep 21, 2015 |  Paperback , Trade |

Best Books for Kids & Teens -- Canadian Children's Book Centre
2016, Commended

Luna Begay is as studious and serious about her Aboriginal heritage as her sister,
Issy, is outgoing and fun. When Issy convinces Luna to go with her to a party full of
rich kids, Luna is surprised to end up talking with Jon, who is charming,
sophisticated, and very good-looking. But the night turns bad when Jon drugs and
rapes Luna.

Feeling guilty and ashamed that she will be perceived as an "Indian slut," Luna
doesn't tell anyone and remains in denial until Issy figures out that Luna is
pregnant. Knowing that her decisions will affect her parents and Issy as much as
her own future, Luna has to work out how to deal with the consequences of that
one night, and she has to do it fast.

Contributor Bio

MELANIE FLORENCE is a full-time writer currently based in Toronto. She is the
author of several books for children and teens, including Righting Canada's
Wrongs: Residential Schools and Jordin Tootoo: The Highs and Lows in the
Journey of the First Inuk to Play in the NHL, which was chosen as an Honor Book
by the American Indian Library Association. As a freelance journalist, Melanie's
byline has appeared in many magazines, including Dance International and
Parents Canada. Melanie is of Plains Cree and Scottish descent.

Reviews

"A hi-lo title that reads like a Lifetime made-for-TV movie. An adequate choice for 
struggling readers."
- Tamara Saarinen, School Library Journal
"...well-meaning addition to a genre in need of strong books." - Kirkus Reviews
"Melanie Florence's young adult novel One Night is a powerful read for all readers. 
Written for reluctant readers it will be read by readers at all levels... The author 
explores many issues — sexual abuse, bullying, teenage pregnancy, adoption, and 
rape. Melanie Florence's well-written and compassionate novel does not 
disappoint."
- Keep Calm and Novel On, Educator and NetGalley Reviewer
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Subject

JUVENILE FICTION / Social Themes
/ Drugs, Alcohol, Substance Abuse

Audience

Young Adult

Audience range

Age (years) from 14 - 18, Grade (US)
from 9 - 12, Reading age from 7 - 10

Distributor

Formac Lorimer Book Distributing
Ltd.

Distributor

Lerner Publisher Services

Notes

Priority Area Tags: socioeconomic
status, gender

Curriculum Subject: English Language
Arts, Health Education, Physical
Education

Grade Level: 7-9

9781459407213

 English
4.25 x 7 x 1 in
176 pages
 Lorimer
 James Lorimer & Company Ltd.,

Publishers

Lorimer SideStreets

Out of It
By (author) Michelle Kadarusman
Sep 17, 2014 |  Hardcover , Paper over boards |

Suri and Lacey have been best friends since kindergarten. Suri, the photographer,
has always been the safe, responsible one, afraid to take risks. Now that the pair is
in high school, she''s afraid that her more outgoing and adventurous friend will
outgrow her. 
Then Lacey''s wild, risk-taking personality leads her down a dangerous path -- and
Suri is afraid of losing her for real. But if she chases Lacey down that same path of
drinking, partying, hooking up with older guys, and drugs, will Suri be able to save
her friend -- or herself?

Contributor Bio

MICHELLE KADARUSMAN is the founder of a literacy initiative in Toronto
called Raising Readers and works for the Scotiabank Giller Prize. She has
contributed to various children's magazines and educational publications. She
lives in Toronto with her teenage children, husband, and dogs.

Reviews

"Kadarusman's use of social media elements, like text conversations and Facebook 
posts, lend credibility to the plot and authenticity to the
characters...The well-drawn, realistic characters and exciting character-driven plot 
make for a very engaging story." - Charlotte Duggan,, CM: Canadian
Review of Materials
"Out of It is an easy read and moves along at a satisfying pace as it covers relevant 
issues such as drugs, sexuality, assault, and peer pressure. Kadarusman illustrates 
the importance of looking beyond a person's actions and asks readers to evaluate 
the meaning of true friendship." - Melissa Poole,, Librarian at Belton Library, 
NetGalley Reviewer
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Subject

JUVENILE FICTION / Social Themes
/ Bullying

Audience

Juvenile

Audience range

Age (years) from 13 - 17, Grade (US)
from 8 - 12, Reading age from 13 - 17

Reading Levels

Lexile measure: 800L

Distributor

Formac Lorimer Book Distributing
Ltd.

Notes

Priority Area Tags: gender

Curriculum Subject: English Language
Arts, Health Education, Physical
Education

Grade Level: 7-9

9781459405097

 English
5.5 x 8.5 x 1 in
168 pages
 Lorimer
 James Lorimer & Company Ltd.,

Publishers

Picture Me
By (author) Lori Weber  
Sep 18, 2013 |  Hardcover , Cloth over boards |

When a well-meaning English teacher has overweight student Krista read aloud a
poem about body image titled "Barbie Doll" in class, she ignites a simmering
bullying event based on Krista's appearance. Krista's best friend, and witness to
the event, Tessa, is suspended for fighting to defend her friend. The girl who bullies
Krista seems unaffected by the incident at school and more concerned with what
an older guy thinks of her. But as the three characters' paths intersect, their inner
lives are revealed. Each emerges as a much more complicated individual than their
simple bully, target, and witness labels.

Contributor Bio

LORI WEBER has published poetry, short stories, and essays in several Canadian
literary journals and collections. She has also writtern several YA novels. She lives
in Pointe-Claire, Quebec.

www.lori-weber.com

Reviews

"Picture Me opens with a classroom recitation of Marge Piercy's classic poem
"Barbie Doll," which leads to a bullying incident that will have a butterfly effect on 
the lives of three teenage girls...Each girl narrates her own story as body image 
consciousness exacts its own unique toll on these three young lives." - Assembly on 
Literature for Adolescents of the NCTE
"This is a thoughtful and nuanced story that explores issues of bullying and identity. 
I appreciated that the story is narrated from multiple perspectives, which gives the 
reader an understanding of the complexities of each character's experiences." - 
Nora Peterman,, Educator at the University of Pennsylvania, Graduate School 
of Education
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Subject

SOCIAL SCIENCE / Emigration &
Immigration

Audience

General Trade

Distributor

Nimbus Publishing Ltd

Notes

Priority Area Tags: race, ethnicity

Curriculum Subject: English Language
Arts, Social Studies - History, 

Grade Level: 7-9, 10-12

9781551098401

 English
5.5 x 8.25 x 0.38 in
150 pages
 Nimbus Publishing

Pier 21 Gateway that Changed Canada (new)
By (author) J P Leblanc   ,  By (author) Trudy Mitic  
Jun 02, 2011 |  Paperback , Trade |

From 1928 to 1971, Pier 21 in Halifax served as the front door to Canada, the
entryway through which more than 1.5 million people passed. A legion of
volunteers, medical staff, and immigration personnel kept vigil at the pier from
one decade to the next, greeting and directing the human tide that flowed and
ebbed through its doors. The work helped shape who they were, and gave rise to
stories that they and those who passed through collected in tattered notebooks
or in corners of their minds.

Beginning with the first wave of European settlers and the early problems with
the first wave of European settlers and the early problems of quarantine, Pier 21:
The Gateway that Changed Canada is a moving account of the human drama that
unfolded at this historic site. This new edition updates the Pier 21 story to the
present day, including its confirmation as Canada's national museum of
immigration in 2011.

Contributor Bio
J.P. LeBlanc (1921–2002) was a former director-general with Employment and
Immigration Canada.
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Subject

FICTION / Literary

Audience

General Trade

Distributor

UTP Distribution

Notes

Priority Area Tags: language, gender
identity, ethnicity, race, socioeconomic
status

Curriculum Subject: English Language
Arts

Grade Level: 7-9, 10-12

9780864926807

 English
5 x 8 x 0.5 in
200 pages

 Goose Lane Editions

Prairie Ostrich
By (author) Tamai Kobayashi  
Mar 04, 2013 |  Paperback , Trade |

Bookish eight-year-old Imogene Murakami, nicknamed “Egg,” lives with her
parents and her teenaged sister, Kathy, on an ostrich farm in Bittercreek, Alberta.
Egg’s older brother Albert has died in an accident, her father has moved to the
barn, and her mother drinks to submerge her overwhelming grief. Egg has only
Kathy to look after and out for her — and Kathy takes the responsibility seriously,
going after bullies who torment Egg at school, telling her stories whose endings she
changes (she has Anne Frank escaping to America and working as an actress on
Broadway). Kathy dreams of escape from the tiny town and the smothering pain of
her parents’ grief, and it seems as if she might make it, with the help of a basketball
scholarship. Her best friend Stacey makes escape sound like a project they can
undertake together. Kathy and Stacey become lovers, but when it becomes clear
that Kathy feels she cannot leave Egg, Stacey makes a decision to switch her
allegiance, to turn her back on her friend. She starts dating a boy, and he and his
friends torment Kathy, sensing that she is not something they can categorize. The
sisters’ relationship is threatened when Egg’s teacher reads aloud from Charlotte’s
Web and Egg herself reads the end — the actual end — of The Diary of Anne Frank.
How can Egg trust someone who has lied to her about everything? In the hands of
Tamai Kobayashi, Prairie Ostrich is a warm and compelling drama of rare insight
and virtuoso verve. Kobayashi introduces a fresh perspective to Canadian
literature, blending physical, cultural, ancestral, and sexual isolation into an
account of one girl’s attempt to find her place against schoolyard battles and the
mysteries of the adult world. As Kathy’s last year in high school counts down to an
unknown future, Egg sits a quiet witness against a vast prairie canvas. As she
watches her family unravel, she slowly begins to realize that not every story can
have a happy ending.

Contributor Bio

Born in Japan, raised in Canada, Tamai Kobayashi is a writer, song-writer, and
videographer. She is the author of two story collections, Exile and the Heart and
Quixotic Erotic, whose vivid, electric prose has garnered considerable critical
acclaim. Prairie Ostrich is her first novel.

Reviews

"This first-time novel is one of the most powerful I've ever read. Kobayashi... has 
crafted one hell of a mesmerizing novel. ... I highly recommend this beautiful 
novel!" - caseythecanadianlesbrarian .wordpress.com
"Prairie Ostrich's unique and vulnerable characters pull the reader into their 
world...not an easy book to read, and the author's refusal to reassure us with pat, 
comfortable, happily-ever-after outcomes sets it apart, and commands respect...
[it's] evocative, poetic language, and resonant, dynamic characters make it an 
urgent and memorable, thought-provoking work." - National Post
"This is a quiet, powerful story... it's a heart-breaking story... a thought-provoking 
book, and one that makes you feel deeply for the people involved." - The Lesbrary
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Subject

JUVENILE FICTION / Girls &
Women

Audience

Juvenile

Audience range

Age (years) from 14 - 18, Grade (US)
from 9 - 12, Reading age from 7 - 10

Distributor

Formac Lorimer Book Distributing
Ltd.

Notes

Priority Area Tags: gender

Curriculum Subject: English Language
Arts, Health Education, Physical
Education

Grade Level: 7-9

9781552777138

 English
4.25 x 7 x 0.5 in
160 pages
 Lorimer
 James Lorimer & Company Ltd.,

Publishers

Lorimer SideStreets

Pretty Bones
By (author) Aya Tsintziras  
Sep 24, 2011 |  Hardcover , Paper over boards |

Best Books for Kids & Teens -- Canadian Children's Book Centre
2012, Commended

Raine has a family, good grades, best friends, and a boyfriend who loves her. But
then anorexia takes over, and her life spirals out of control. Her efforts to hide her
condition are finished when she collapses at a school dance. Although she's
whisked away to treatment, Raine isn't ready to accept who she really is and get
the help she desperately needs. For Raine, coming-of-age means coming closer to
death.

Contributor Bio

At fifteen, AYA TSINTZIRAS' play, Rainfall, won an Honourable Mention in the
Tarragon Theatre's Under 20 Playwright Competition. Now completing her
degree in Political Science and Media Studies at the University of Toronto, Aya
has rewritten the play into this novel. Her interest in anorexia developed during
her teenage years after a classmate died due to complications of this eating
disorder. Deeply affected by this tragedy, Aya wants young adults to be more
aware of the consequences of what she was told then was a "mysterious illness."

Reviews

"Tsintziras does a great job getting the reader hooked..." - Sherry Rampey,
VOYA (U.S.)

The writing is succinct, powerful, and subtle at the same time. Tsintziras' prose 
style is engaging and engrossing, pulling the reader into Raine's head and her 
perceptions of herself... Pretty Bones is important and a must-have for library 
shelves. Recommended. - Rob Bittner, CM: Canadian Review of Materials

Pretty Bones is a frightening look into the mind of a teenage victim of anorexia...I 
would definitely recommend it. It's some serious thought-provoking stuff. -
Lindsey, astormofwords.net blog post
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Subject

JUVENILE FICTION / Historical /
Canada / Post-Confederation

Audience

Juvenile

Distributor

Nimbus Publishing Ltd.

Notes

Priority Area Tags: race, ethnicity

Curriculum Subject: English Language
Arts, Social Studies - History

Grade Level: 7-9

9781771083751

 English
5.25 x 7.75 x 0.5 in
160 pages
 Nimbus Publishing

Prisoner of Warren
By (author) Andreas Oertel  
Apr 14, 2016 |  Paperback , Trade |

Manitoba Young Readers' Choice Award 2018, Short-listed

Manitoba Book Awards: McNally Robinson Books for Young People
Award (Older Category) 2017, Short-listed

When his dad decides to hire a German prisoner-of-war to help out on their New
Brunswick farm, thirteen-year-old Warren Webb is pretty sure the family is
doomed. Who invites a Nazi to sleep under their roof? But Martin is not the
German Warren expected. After his early attempts to get rid of Martin fail,
Warren takes his dead brother Pete’s advice and finds himself learning more from
his enemy than he ever expected. Soon Martin, a promising track-and-field
athlete before the war, is coaching Warren for his provincial Summer Games race.
And when a trio of local bullies threatens their lives, Warren and Martin are
forced to rely on each other like never before.

In Prisoner of Warren, acclaimed children’s author Andreas Oertel captures the
inner life of a thirteen-year-old boy with frankness and humour. With its 1940s
rural setting, this funny, suspenseful middle-grade novel is a highly engaging look
at friends, foes, and all the grey areas in between.

Contributor Bio

Andreas Oertel has travelled all over the world and had a hundred different jobs
—everything from rickshaw driver to health inspector—but his favourite
occupation is writing. His middle grade fiction is critically acclaimed and has been
nominated for several awards, including the Silver Birch Award, Manitoba Young
Reader’s Choice Award, and Charlotte Award. Andreas spends much of his free
time visiting schools, and in 2012 and 2013 he was Writer in Residence at Lac du
Bonnet’s Centennial School. He lives with his wife, Diane, next to the Lee River in
Manitoba.
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Subject

JUVENILE FICTION / Social Themes
/ Dating & Relationships

Audience

Juvenile

Audience range

Age (years) from 14 - 18, Grade (US)
from 9 - 12, Reading age from 7 - 10

Distributor

Formac Lorimer Book Distributing
Ltd.

Notes

Priority Area Tags: socioeconomic
status

Curriculum Subject: English Language
Arts, Health Education, Physical
Education

Grade Level: 7-9

9781459405332

 English
4.25 x 7 x 1 in
136 pages
 Lorimer
 James Lorimer & Company Ltd.,

Publishers

Lorimer SideStreets

Pure Fake
By (author) Beverly Scudamore  
Sep 18, 2013 |  Hardcover , Cloth over boards |

Gina is the kind of girl who works hard to keep up her appearance -- not just her
hair and makeup, but going so far as breast-enhancement surgery and regular diet
pills. When tall, athletic, good-looking Colter wants to be her boyfriend, Gina jumps
at the chance. She thinks they'll be the perfect couple and ignores the warning
signs that things aren't right with him. That includes rumours that his past
girlfriend has a restraining order against him. But when Colter's actions put Gina in
physical danger she is finally forced to wake up to what Colter is really like. [Fry
reading level - 3.0

Contributor Bio

BEVERLY SCUDAMORE is the author of several books for young readers. Her
most recent novel is the SideStreets book, Love Hurts. Beverly lives in Sarnia,
Ontario.

Reviews

"The book has good tension and momentum. The story fairly zips along." Rated G:
good, even great at times! - Anne Letain, Resource Links

"This book reads like a teen soap opera, but the flawed heroine does learn a life
lesson in the end... Fast-paced and gritty, and at a reachable vocabulary level,
Pure Fake would be of interest to teen girls who struggle with reading."
Recommended - Mary Harelkin Bishop, CM: Canadian Review of Materials

"From self-image and prescription drug abuse to dating violence, Scudamore
packs her story with big issues, at times pushing into melodrama, but giving
readers plenty to think about, too." - Publishers Weekly
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Atlantic Publishers Priority Areas Learning Resources 2018: English Language Arts

Subject

JUVENILE FICTION / General

Audience

Young Adult

Audience range

Age (years) from 10 - 13

Distributor

Nimbus Publishing

Notes

Priority Area Tags: ability/disability

Curriculum Subject: English Language
Arts

Grade Level: 7-9, 10-12

9781927502686

 English
5.25 x 7.5 in
160 pages

 Acorn Press

Queen of Crows
By (author) Harmony Wagner  
Aug 31, 2016 |  Paperback , Trade |

Based on the short film of the same name, this is the story of young Elsa and her
caretaker, Aunt Claire. As young Elsa struggles to cope with her reality, Claire
fights to keep her from being swallowed up by the Mental Health system – with
the help of 30,000 neighbourhood crows. The film was showcased at the Cannes
Film Festival in 2014 and was widely reviewed. One review stated that it showed
“the captivating beauty of Charlottetown’s massive local crow population to add
stunning visual and aural wonder to a heartfelt story of family challenge and
triumph.” While a successful film writer, this is Wagner’s first book.

Contributor Bio

Harmony Wagner is a writer, director and award winning filmmaker based in
Prince Edward Island, Canada. She wrote several episodes of The Big Comfy
Couch. Her short film Queen of the Crows broadcast on CBC and screened at
numerous festivals including Telefilm Canada’s Not Short On Talent program at
the Cannes Film Festival. Kooperman, her feature film comedy is available at
https://vimeo.com/ondemand/kooperman. Queen of the Crows is her first novel.
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Atlantic Publishers Priority Areas Learning Resources 2018: English Language Arts

Subject

JUVENILE FICTION / General

Audience

General Trade

Distributor

UTP Distribution

Notes

Priority Area Tags: ethnicity

Curriculum Subject: English Language
Arts, Social Studies

Grade Level: 7-9

9781894377300

 English
5.25 x 5.25 x 7.257.25 x 9 mm x 9 mm
162 pages
 Breakwater Books Ltd.

Raven, Stay by Me
By (author) Luise van Keuren  
Sep 07, 2009 | Paperback , Trade |
Eleven-year-old Greenlander Inga Sigurdsdottir wakens on a cold and rocky coast after her Norse 
ship wrecks en route to “Vinland.” Her one comfort and companion is an injured raven she rescues. 
When she encounters Inuit hunters, both parties are terrified by the meeting. But when an 
exhausted Inga rescues a lost child, the girl’s mother insists that the stranded Inga be taken in.
As years pass, the raven becomes Inga’s guardian and comrade. Chance brings her into contact 
with a company of Norsemen, including her own uncle. Caught between the two cultures, she is 
compelled to choose between returning to Greenland with the Norse or staying with the Inuit.
Key Themes: Cultural Diversity, History, Myth, Family, Indigenous Community

Contributor Bio

L.W. van Keuren is a writer of fiction and drama for children, often with a strong
connection to history. Her story “Highland Gray,” winner of the Ralph Nading Hill
Prize, concerns a famous 19th century racehorse whose name is still enshrined in
slate on his barn roof. Her play 109 Hats to Bennington was commissioned by the
state of Vermont for its bicentennial and was performed in many schools and
every county, and on the floor of the state legislature. The Remarkable Christmas
Package (Blooming Tree Books, 2004) was inspired by an account in a 1907
newspaper. 

Reviews

I greatly enjoyed this touching love story. This historically authoritative and
heart-warming tale lifts your imagination and brings to life what could indeed
have been an actual scenario. - Bernd Heinrich, Ph.D and author of Ravens in
Winter

I was immediately drawn to this deep, language rich, and insightful story after
reading the first page. The author pulled me into a time and place that was
unfamiliar to me, yet her expressive style created a clear picture of Inga, an
eleven-year-old Greenland girl shipwrecked off a rocky northern coastline and
the telling of her different experiences and difficult decisions she makes along the
way; van Keuren does a superb job of weaving words and valuable lessons into
this powerful tale about cultural identity, bravery, survival, and a special
friendship--including no ordinary raven. A great choice for middle school or junior
high level readers. - Dr. Joan C. Fingon, Professor of Reading and Education,
California State University, Los Angeles
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Atlantic Publishers Priority Areas Learning Resources 2018: English Language Arts

Subject

JUVENILE NONFICTION /
Biography & Autobiography /
General

Audience

Young Adult

Audience range

Age (years) from 13 - 18, Grade (US)
from 8 - 12, Reading age from 9 - 10

Reading Levels

Lexile measure: 840L

Distributor

Formac Lorimer Book Distributing
Ltd.

Distributor

Lerner Publisher Services

Notes

Priority Area Tags: socioeconomic
status

Curriculum Subject: English Language
Arts

Grade Level: 7-9

9781459408630

 English
 b&w photographs
5.5 x 8.5 x 1 in
136 pages
 Lorimer
 James Lorimer & Company Ltd.,

Publishers

Lorimer Real Justice

Real Justice: A Police Mr. Big Sting Goes Wrong
The Story of Kyle Unger
By (author) Richard Brignall  
Apr 21, 2015 |  Hardcover , Paper over boards |

On the night of June 23, 1990, teenage friends Kyle Unger and John Beckett
made a last-minute decision to attend a music festival near Roseisle, Manitoba.
They were loners, not the popular kids at school. But on this night they seemed to
finally fit in. They had fun, played games, drank, and hung around bonfires with
other people. The next morning, a sixteen-year-old girl was dead. By the next
week, Kyle was charged with her murder. Due to insufficient evidence he was let
go, but the Mounties were convinced he was the killer.

They laid a trap, called the Mr. Big operation, for Kyle. With offers of money,
friends, and a new criminal lifestyle, the RCMP got Kyle to confess to the murder.
But the confession was false -- he had not been the killer. He was convicted and
sent to prison.

For the next twenty years Kyle fought for his freedom. He was finally acquitted in
2009.

This book tells the story of an impressionable but innocent teenager who was
wrongfully convicted based on the controversial Mr. Big police tactic.

[Fry reading level - 4.9

Contributor Bio

RICHARD BRIGNALL has written ten non-fiction books for young readers and
adults, and contributed hundreds of articles to magazines across Canada,
including Cottage Life and Outdoor Canada. His books have been shortlisted for
the Carol Shields Award, the Red Cedar Award, and the Golden Oak Award. He
lives in Kenora, Ontario.

Reviews

"[Blissfully easy to read. . . This would be a welcome book in our hi-lo collection. It 
has all the great elements: grit, true crime, a wrong made right, and unintimidating 
amount of pages." - Mandy Peterson,, Librarian at Schuyler Central High
School
"As a high interest-easy reading book written at the 4th grade level, this title has 
many things to recommend it for leisure reading for struggling readers in middle 
school and high school . . . There is much here to engage teens in thinking about and 
discussing the actions of the teens that led to both the murder and the mistaken 
prosecution of Kyle Unger." - Holly Willett,, Educator at Rowan
University
"Interesting read. It slammed home for me the importance of choices, consequences, 
and chance. This could be use in literature circles with struggling readers. I think it 
might spark lively discussions." - Judy Gottschalk
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Atlantic Publishers Priority Areas Learning Resources 2018: English Language Arts

Subject

JUVENILE NONFICTION /
Biography & Autobiography / Social
Activists

Audience

Young Adult

Audience range

Age (years) from 13 - 18, Reading age
from 13 - 18

Reading Levels

Lexile measure: HL760L

Distributor

Formac Lorimer Book Distributing
Ltd.

Distributor

Lerner Publisher Services

Notes

Priority Area Tags: race socioeconomic
status

Curriculum Subject: Social Studies -
African Canadian Studies, English
Language Arts

Grade Level: 7-9

9781459406667

 English
 b&w photographs
5.5 x 8.5 x 1 in
144 pages
 Lorimer
 James Lorimer & Company Ltd.,

Publishers

Lorimer Real Justice

Real Justice: Jailed for Life for Being Black
The Story of Rubin "Hurricane" Carter
By (author) Bill Swan
Oct 06, 2014 |  Hardcover , Paper over boards |

Rubin Carter was in and out of reformatories and prisons from the age of twelve.
At twenty-four, he became a winning professional boxer and was turning his life
around. But Carter was also very vocal about racism in the local New Jersey police
force. In 1966, local policemen arrested Carter and a friend for a triple murder.
The two were convicted and sent to jail for life. Carter spent nearly twenty years in
jail, proclaiming his innocence.

A teen from Brooklyn, Lesra Martin, heard Carter's story and believed he was
innocent. He and a small group of Canadians contacted Carter and began working
with Carter's lawyers in New York to get the boxer exonerated. In 1985, a judge
released Carter, ruling that Carter's conviction had been based not on evidence,
but on racism.

Carter moved to Canada in 1985, where until his death in 2014 he worked helping
others prove that they had been wrongfully convicted.

Contributor Bio

BILL SWAN is the author of five novels and two other Real Justice titles: the
award-winning Real Justice: Fourteen and Sentenced to Death on Steven
Truscott, and Real Justice: Convicted for Being Mi'kmaq, the book about Donald
Marshall, Jr. Bill lives in Courtice, Ontario.

Reviews

"This is an inspiring story, especially for students facing obstacles similar to
Carter's - the speech impediment, the childhood abuse, the racism and all the
travesties of justice that follow in its wake." Rated G - good, even great at times,
generally useful! - Joan Givner,, Resource Links

"[This is a book that once you open it to read you are going to have a real hard
time putting it down. It is a real page turner. . . This book is a must read. . . I highly
recommend this book to everyone. I look for more fantastic books from Bill
Swan." - Marjorie Boyd-Springer,, NetGalley Reviewer

"Jailed for Life for Being Black is an inspiring, balanced portrait of a complex but
inspiring man and the injustice that cost him two decades of freedom. Ironically,
he may never have found his calling if he had not been denied a fair trial and
wrongfully convicted." - Val Ken Lem,, CM: Canadian Review of Materials
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Atlantic Publishers Priority Areas Learning Resources 2018: English Language Arts

Subject

YOUNG ADULT FICTION / Social
Themes / Suicide

Audience

Young Adult

Audience range

Age (years) from 13 - 18, Grade (US)
from 9 - 12, Reading age from 8 - 10

Reading Levels

Lexile measure: HL590L

Distributor

Formac Lorimer Book Distributing
Ltd.

Notes

Priority Area Tags: race

Curriculum Subject: English Language
Arts, Social Studies - Mi''kmaq Studies

Grade Level: 7-9

9781459411999

 English
5.5 x 8.5 x 0.5 in
176 pages
 Lorimer
 James Lorimer & Company Ltd.,

Publishers

Rez Rebel
By (author) Melanie Florence  
Apr 28, 2017 |  Paperback , Trade |

Best Books for Kids & Teens Starred Selection - Canadian Children's
Book Centre 2017, Winner

Floyd Twofeathers has always trusted his mom, a traditional healer, and his dad,
hereditary chief of their band, to take care of the people on their reserve. But a
lack of educational and career opportunities, medical support and counselling has
left young people feeling that they have no future. As suicides pile up, Floyd finds
that his friends and kids he knows are taking their own lives because they feel
that they have no future — but his father refuses to listen to Floyd's attempts to
find a realistic solution. When Floyd's father is overwhelmed by the situation and
succumbs to alcohol and depression, it is up to Floyd to turn around his
community's descent into crisis before it's too late.

Set in a situation of suicide contagion among young people in Aboriginal
communities, this novel follows one teenager's determined efforts to help his
friends and his community find solutions.

Contributor Bio

MELANIE FLORENCE is a writer of Cree and Scottish heritage based in Toronto.
She was close to her grandfather as a child, a relationship that sparked her
interest in writing about Aboriginal themes and characters. She is the author of
Righting Canada's Wrongs: Residential Schools, which was named an OLA Best
Bet for Young Adult Non-Fiction and a CCBC Best Book for Kids and Teens.
Melanie's other books include the teen novels The Missing, One Night, and Rez
Runaway, the picture book Missing Nimama, which won the TD Canadian
Children's Literature Award, and the Recordbooks title Jordin Tootoo: The Highs
and Lows in the Journey of the First Inuk to Play in the NHL, chosen as an Honor
Book by The American Indian Library Association.

Reviews

"The intended reader will be inspired by the energy and commitment that drives
Floyd
and his friends to bring peace and hope to his community. Rated G - Good, even
great at times, generally useful!
- Joan Marshall, Bookseller, Resource Links

"This+was an incredibly moving book about the hardships Indigenous people and
the increasing amount of suicides happening on reservations."
- Amanda Wood, NetGalley Reviewer

"The+voice she uses, that of a determined young man who refuses to accept the
status quo is believable, direct and engaging."
- Chris Benjamin, Atlantic Books Today

"A+good opening into Native American reservations and their issues that the
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Atlantic Publishers Priority Areas Learning Resources 2018: English Language Arts

Subject

JUVENILE FICTION / LGBT

Audience

Young Adult

Audience range

Age (years) from 14 - 18, Grade (US)
from 9 - 12, Reading age from 7 - 10

Reading Levels

Lexile measure: 600L

Distributor

Formac Lorimer Book Distributing
Ltd.

Notes

Priority Area Tags: race, sexual
orientation

Curriculum Subject: English Language
Arts, Social Studies - Mi''kmaq Studies,
Health Education, Physical Education

Grade Level: 7-9

9781459411623

 English
5.25 x 7.5 x 1 in
184 pages
 Lorimer
 James Lorimer & Company Ltd.,

Publishers

Lorimer SideStreets

Rez Runaway
By (author) Melanie Florence  
Aug 22, 2016 |  Paperback , Trade |

Best Books for Kids & Teens -- Canadian Children's Book Centre
2017, Commended

Raised on a reserve in northern Ontario, seventeen-year-old Joe Littlechief tries
to be like the other guys. But Joe knows he's different -- he's more interested in
guys than in any of the girls he knows. One night Joe makes a drunken pass at his
best friend Benjy and, by the next morning, everyone on the rez is talking about
Joe. His mother, a devout Christian, is horrified, and the kids who are supposed to
be his friends make it clear there's no place for him in their circle, or even on the
rez. Joe thinks about killing himself, but instead runs away to the city.

Alone and penniless on the streets of Toronto, Joe comes to identify with the
Aboriginal idea of having two spirits, or combining both feminine and masculine
identities in one person. He also begins to understand more about how his
parents have been affected by their own experiences as children in residential
schools -- something never discussed on the rez. And he realizes he has to come to
terms with his two-spiritedness and find people who accept him for who he is.

This is a novel that reflects the complex realities faced by young LGBTQ and
aboriginal youth today.

Contributor Bio

MELANIE FLORENCE is a full-time writer based in Toronto whose recent books
have garnered many positive reviews and media attention. She is the author of
the just-published (in spring 2016) teen novel The Missing about missing and
murdered Aboriginal girls and the 2015 novel One Night, as well as two very
successful nonfiction books for young readers, Righting Canada’s Wrongs:
Residential Schools and Jordin Tootoo: The Highs and Lows in the Journey of the
First Inuk to Play in the NHL, which was chosen as an Honor Book by The
American Indian Library Association. Melanie is of Plains Cree and Scottish
descent.

Reviews

"A+compelling+read that deals with plenty of complex and current issues. Melanie 
Florence has a real gift for immersing readers in the story...While there are many 
novels dealing with a teen's struggle to accept his or her own sexual identity, this is 
one of the first I've come across, dealing with a transgender character and two-
spiritedness. Highly Recommended"
- Joanne Peters, CM Magazine
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Atlantic Publishers Priority Areas Learning Resources 2018: English Language Arts

Subject

JUVENILE FICTION / Animals /
General

Audience

Juvenile

Audience range

Age (years) from 8 - 12

Distributor

Nimbus Publishing

Notes

Priority Area Tags: language

Curriculum Subject: English Language
Arts

Grade Level: 7-9

9781773660011

 English
5.25 x 7.5 in
96 pages

 Acorn Press

Rika's Shepherd
By (author) Orysia Dawydiak  
May 31, 2018 |  Paperback , Trade |

Rika is a happy, energetic girl in control of her life and her small flock of sheep and
helping her father run their farm and household since her mother died six years
earlier. The one thing that would make life even more perfect would be a Border
collie pup she could train to herd the sheep. But her tidy life begins to unravel with
the discovery of a deadly coyote attack on her flock.

With the help of a young veterinarian, and an eccentric breeder of guard dogs, Rika
takes on more responsibilities. She encounters challenges which reveal that she has
not coped well with the death of her mother, especially when her father and the
veterinarian become romantically entangled. Rika is further demoralized when she
fails to train a guard dog pup and must return him to the breeder. When the
valuable and beloved older dog who guards her sheep is gravely injured because of
her poor judgement, Rika slips into a depression.

When Rika starts to get better, she takes stock of her blessings, and begins to deal
with the changes that are imposed on her. She makes amends with her future
stepmother, and the injured dog, now recovered, is returned to her care.

Contributor Bio

Orysia Dawydiak was the first child born to immigrant parents who settled in
Northern Ontario. She grew up with a foot in both worlds, on a diet rich in
Ukrainian traditions and stories. She lives on a small farm on Prince Edward
Island where she raises sheep and dogs. She writes books on livestock protection
dogs, and has also written award-winning fiction for children and young adults.
She has written two other middle-grade fiction novels, Kira’s Quest and Kira’s
Secret, which was nominated for the Hackmatack Award. The third book in this
series will be on shelves in 2019. Her first novel, House of Bears, was published
by Acorn. Visit her website at orysiadawydiak.com.
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Subject

JUVENILE FICTION / School &
Education

Audience

Young Adult

Audience range

Age (years) from 13 - 18, Grade (US)
from 9 - 12, Reading age from 7 - 10

Reading Levels

Lexile measure: 700L

Distributor

Formac Lorimer Book Distributing
Ltd.

Notes

Priority Area Tags: ethnicity

Curriculum Subject: English Language
Arts

Grade Level: 7-9

9781459411678

 English
5.25 x 7.5 x 1 in
184 pages
 Lorimer
 James Lorimer & Company Ltd.,

Publishers

Lorimer SideStreets

Riot School
By (author) Robert Rayner  
Aug 22, 2016 |  Paperback , Trade |

In the middle of the night, five teens break into a small town high school that has
been closed by the regional school board. They are there to protest the decision
to move them to a big city school and make their little town that much smaller.
Led by Bilan, whose experience with the Arab Spring fired a passion to peacefully
fight against injustice, the Gang of Five occupy their old school. The local police
chief and the town quietly cheer them on. When the school board calls in a big
security firm to break up their occupation using any means necessary, including
force, the five have to decide how far they will go to show their outrage at having
no control over decisions that affect their lives.

This is a novel which picks up on themes drawn from the world around us, and
shows how these can play out in the lives of contemporary young people.

Contributor Bio

ROBERT RAYNER is a former elementary school principal who lives in St.
George, New Brunswick. He is the author of a set of sports novels about a gang of
soccer-mad kids from fictional Brunswick Valley. His books have been nominated
for the Ann Connor Brimer Award and the Hackmatack Award and have also
been named Canadian Children's Book Centre Our Choice selections.

Reviews

"This text includes a diversity of characters that are brought together for the 
common purpose of protesting injustice. The novel is divided by character 
perspectives and, therefore, allows some latitude in the writing. The novel has notes 
of the film Breakfast Club though with very sharp edges. The content would be 
suitable for upper grades and relies on the reader to suspend disbelief as the story 
closes. The strongest part of Riot School is the author's illustration of the volatile 
world of teenage hormones and angst. Writing to encourage student voice is 
admirable and necessary..."
- Penta Ledger, CM Magazine
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Atlantic Publishers Priority Areas Learning Resources 2018: English Language Arts

Subject

SPORTS & RECREATION / Hockey

Audience

General Trade

Distributor

Nimbus Publishing Ltd.

Notes

Priority Area Tags: socioeconomic
status

Curriculum Subject: Social Studies,
English Language Arts

Grade Level: 7-9, 10-12

9781927097120

 English
6 x 9 in
260 pages
 MacIntyre Purcell Publishing

Road to the NHL
The Incredible Stories of 25 Maritimers Making It to the Show
By (author) Philip Croucher   ,  By (author) Doug MacLean  
Sep 01, 2013 |  Paperback , Trade |

From Sidney Crosby and Brad Marchand to Paul MacLean, Al MacInnis, and Brad
Richards, these are the stories of 25 Maritimers and their journey to the National
Hockey League. The book chronicles each player’s days from when they first laced
up skates in cities and small towns throughout Nova Scotia, New Brunswick, and
Prince Edward Island, to that very special moment of putting on a NHL uniform
and knowing they were there to stay. Penned by one of Nova Scotia’s most
preeminent sports journalists, Road to the NHL is filled with tales of sacrifice,
fortitude, and inner personal strength and is a must-have resource for any fan of
ice hockey.
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Subject

JUVENILE FICTION / Sports &
Recreation / Hockey

Audience

Juvenile

Audience range

Age (years) from 13 - 18, Grade (US)
from 8 - 12, Reading age from 13 - 14

Reading Levels

Lexile measure: HL590L

Distributor

Formac Lorimer Book Distributing
Ltd.

Distributor

Lerner Publisher Services

Notes

Priority Area Tags: ethnicity

Curriculum Subject: English Language
Arts

Grade Level: 7-9

9781459400252

 English
5.5 x 8.5 x 1 in
144 pages
 Lorimer
 James Lorimer & Company Ltd.,

Publishers

Lorimer Podium Sports Academy

Rookie
By (author) Lorna Schultz Nicholson  
Mar 14, 2012 |  Hardcover , Paper over boards |

Best Books for Kids & Teens -- Canadian Children's Book Centre
2012, Commended

Fresh off the plane from Vancouver, sixteen-year-old hockey player Aaron Wong
is excited to be starting his first year at Podium, the Calgary school for top teen
athletes. Aaron has to make friends and fit in at a new high school, while also
adjusting to a new home and a family with a different culture than his own.
Luckily, he finds a tight-knit group of friends who are elite athletes in their own
sports to help show him the ropes.

Things seem to be going well for the rookie -- but the hockey team captain has it in
for him. Aaron's world is turned upside down when the captain makes him the
target of a brutal hazing at the team's first party. To turn his year around, Aaron
has to overcome his embarrassment about the incident and confide in friends and
coaching staff.

[Fry reading level - 3.0

Contributor Bio

LORNA SCHULTZ NICHOLSON has written picture books, middle grade and YA
fiction, and non-fiction. She has also written, produced, and hosted programs for
television and radio, and is well known in Western Canada for her print
journalism, including sports writing. Lorna regularly visits schools to share her
passion for literacy with students. She lives in Edmonton with her husband and
their two dogs.

Reviews

"a perfect choice for the young reader in your life, especially if he or she is a
reluctant reader" - Joe Pelletier, HockeyBookReviews.com

"Carrie and Aaron are believable, sympathetic characters dealing with realistic
situations that many teens can relate to. Their interactions with friends and
family ring true, and the balance between school and sports is well done.
Nicholson writes with a deft touch that will appeal to many readers" - Sister's
Library

"this short novel has plenty to say and says it in an involving way. The writing is
accessible to high-school students reading below grade level." - Booklist

"this short novel has plenty to say and says it in an involving way. The writing is
accessible to high-school students reading below grade level." - Booklist
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Subject

LITERARY COLLECTIONS / Native
American

Distributor

Brunswick Books

Notes

Priority Area Tags: race 

Curriculum Subject: English Language
Arts

Grade Level: 7-9, 10-12

9781552665176

 Ojibwa
 Colour illustrations
8.5 x 6 x 0.13 in
72 pages
 Roseway Publishing

Sagkeeng Legends — Sagkeeng Aadizookaanag
Stories by John C. Courchene
By (author) Craig Charbonneau Fontaine   ,  Illustrated by Lloyd Swampy  
Sep 15, 2012 |  Paperback , Trade |

John C. Courchene was born in Sagkeeng First Nation in 1914, where he attended
the Fort Alexander Indian Residential School. Courchene’s time in the residential
school was short; his brothers, "Joejay" and Louis, took John out school so he could
help them cut wood in the bush. While this helped John make a lifetime
commitment to hard work, it also resulted in John being “illiterate” in the European
sense of the word. In the ways of the forest and his native language,
Anishanabemowin, however, John was far from illiterate. Sagkeeng Legends is a
testament to John’s cultural literacy and a monument in the face of eroding
Indigenous language and culture caused by centuries of colonization. Originally
recorded by John’s wife, Josephine Courchene, in the early 1980s and reprinted
here in both English and Anishanabemowin by Craig Fontaine, the stories in
Sagkeeng Legends represent two pebbles where a mountain of knowledge once
stood. Nonetheless, this book is an important act of preserving and reintroducing
Indigenous language and culture to a new generation.

Contributor Bio

CRAIG FONTAINE is a researcher with the Manitoba First Nations Education
Resource Centre in Winnipeg. His home community is the Sagkeeng First Nation,
Treaty One, where his grandfather John C. Courchene was born and raised and
originally told these stories.
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Subject

YOUNG ADULT FICTION /
Romance / LGBT

Audience

Young Adult

Audience range

Age (years) from 13 - 18, Grade (US)
exact 3, Reading age from 7 - 8

Reading Levels

Lexile measure: 570L

Distributor

Formac Lorimer Book Distributing
Ltd.

Notes

Priority Area Tags: sexual orientation

Curriculum Subject: English Language
Arts, Health Education, Physical
Education

Grade Level: 7-9

9781459412118

 English
5.25 x 7.5 x 0.5 in
184 pages
 Lorimer
 James Lorimer & Company Ltd.,

Publishers

Lorimer Real Love

Same Love
By (author) Tony Correia  
May 01, 2017 |  Paperback , Trade |

At seventeen, Adam has suspected for a while that he might be gay. His
sketchbook has become full of images of good-looking men, and he isn't attracted
to any of the girls he knows. When he reveals his feelings to his devout parents,
they send him to a Christian camp, warning him that there will be no room in their
lives for a gay son. The last thing Adam expects is to meet someone he is deeply
attracted to; unfortunately, Paul is more committed to his Christian faith than
Adam is.

Adam tries to bury his attraction to Paul by concentrating on his art and his new
friends Rhonda and Martin. When it becomes clear how unhappy Rhonda and
Martin are at Camp Revelation, Adam and Paul are both forced to question what
the church tells them about love. But with a whole camp full of people trying to
get Adam to change who he is, what kind of chance do Adam and Paul have to find
love and a life with each other?

Contributor Bio

TONY CORREIA lives in Vancouver, B.C. He has worked as a waiter, bartender,
bouncer, barista, receptionist, and recently, a technical writer for a software
company. His newspaper column, Queen's Logic, ran in Xtra! West for five years.
His memoir Foodsluts at Doll & Penny's Cafe was published in 2012. Follow Tony
on Twitter and Instagram @garpinbc or on his blog,
www.everythingtonycorreia.com.

Reviews

"A quick, entertaining read."
- Kirkus Reviews

"The+story is captivating as the reader will find things that are infuriating as well
as uplifting." ."
Resource Links Rating G - Good, even great at times, generally
useful!
- Catherine Bellamy, Resource Links
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Atlantic Publishers Priority Areas Learning Resources 2018: English Language Arts

Subject

JUVENILE FICTION / Sports &
Recreation / Winter Sports

Audience

Juvenile

Audience range

Age (years) from 13 - 17, Grade (US)
from 8 - 12, Reading age from 13 - 17

Reading Levels

Lexile measure: 650L

Distributor

Formac Lorimer Book Distributing
Ltd.

Notes

Priority Area Tags: socioeconomic
status

Curriculum Subject: English Language
Arts

Grade Level: 7-9

9781459405189

 English
5.5 x 8.5 x 1 in
176 pages
 Lorimer
 James Lorimer & Company Ltd.,

Publishers

SAR: Powderhounds
By (author) Heather Kellerhals-Stewart  
Sep 18, 2013 |  Hardcover , Cloth over boards |

It's the last run of the day and hotdog skier Luc isn't afraid to go out of bounds to
get the most out of a downhill experience. Though his girlfriend, Cass, is a bit
more cautious, she's not going to let Luc go on his own. But as the weather takes a
turn for the worse, the skiers become lost.

When Search and Rescue gets the phone call that the skiers may be missing, the
office is being manned by rookie Chic. The rescue team know they must wait until
morning before they set out in the poor weather conditions, but when they still
haven?t located the missing skiers by the end of the next day, Chic decides it's up
to him to head out and find them on his own.

Contributor Bio

Heather Kellerhals-Stewart is an experienced mountain climber and skier. She is
the author of the SideStreets novel Extreme Edge. Heather lives on Quadra
Island, British Columbia.

Reviews

"Heather Kellerhals-Stewart captures the danger and daring of the young rescue 
team willing to risk their own lives to help even the most foolhardy risk takers. 
Readers will feel the bone-chilling cold and the whipping wind and snow as they 
follow the stories of both the missing skiers and the team sent to find them." - S. 
Kruger, Middle School Teacher
"An adventure novel, SAR Powderhounds follows the course of the search and 
rescue mission from two alternating viewpoints -- through both the eyes of Chic on 
his first search and rescue mission and Luc as he tries to keep himself and Cass 
alive in a blizzard on a mountain. Kellerhals-Stewart has captured the attitude and 
viewpoints of teenage boys quite excellently. SAR Powderhounds is a great book to 
get outdoorsy types reading up a storm." Recommended - Susie Wilson, CM: 
Canadian Review of Materials
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Atlantic Publishers Priority Areas Learning Resources 2018: English Language Arts

Subject

JUVENILE FICTION / Social Themes
/ Physical & Emotional Abuse

Audience

Young Adult

Audience range

Age (years) from 13 - 18, Grade (US)
from 7 - 12

Distributor

James Lorimer & Company Ltd.,
Publishers

Notes

Priority Area Tags: ability/disability

Curriculum Subject: English Language
Arts, Health Education, Physical
Education

Grade Level: 7-9

9781552778722

 English
4.25 x 7 x 0.5 in
152 pages
 Lorimer
 James Lorimer & Company Ltd.,

Publishers

Lorimer SideStreets

Schizo
By (author) Kim Firmston
Sep 27, 2011 |  Electronic book text , PDF , Paper over boards |

Dan is a fairly normal fifteen-year-old — he likes girls (obviously), hates school
(ditto), and he lives to play bass guitar. But at home, things aren't normal at all. His
mother is schizophrenic, and uses a system of numbers she's developed to
determine if something is good or evil. She plasters the walls with pages of obscure
calculations and lists of digits, and obsesses over them long into the night — and
her behaviour is only getting more and more erratic. One day, Dan's numbers turn
bad, and she begins to threaten him physically. Dan could just run away, but he's
worried about what would happen to the nine-year-old brother he's fought so hard
to protect. All Dan wants is a normal life, but how can he keep his family together
and keep them safe at the same time?

Contributor Bio

KIM FIRMSTON is a writer and creative writing instructor in Calgary, AB. Her
short story "Life Before War" was shortlisted for the 2008 CBC Literary Awards.
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Atlantic Publishers Priority Areas Learning Resources 2018: English Language Arts

Subject

JUVENILE FICTION / Holidays &
Celebrations / Christmas & Advent

Audience

Juvenile

Distributor

UTP Distribution

Notes

Priority Area Tags: language

Curriculum Subject: English Language
Arts

Grade Level: 7-9

9781550817492

 English
5.25 x 8 x 0.25 in
48 pages
 Breakwater Books
 BWB

Shiny and New
By (author) Robert Chafe ,  Illustrated by Grant Boland
Nov 15, 2018 |  Hardcover

Abigail Maureen Margaret-Rose Davis was the very best singer to ever grace the
stage in Belbin’s Bight, Newfoundland. But this year, young Abigail would have to
perform in her Christmas concert without her beloved Nan in the audience. Then
Amira, a child from a faraway land, is introduced to the community, and, together
with Amira, Abigail will learn the true spirit of the holidays. In Shiny and New,
acclaimed writer Robert Chafe crafts an instant modern-day classic for children
and parents alike, reaffirming the traditional values of the season in a thoroughly
contemporary setting.

Contributor Bio
Robert Chafe has twice been shortlisted for the Governor General’s Literary
Award for Drama, and he won the prize in 2010. His first work of fiction, Two-Man
Tent, was shortlisted for the prestigious BMO Winterset Award. Chafe lives in St.
John’s where he is the playwright and artistic director of Artistic Fraud of
Newfoundland.

Grant Boland has held multiple solo and group exhibitions. He has been awarded
the CBC Emerging Artist of the Year awardas well as two Elizabeth Greenshields
awards for painting. He lives in St. John's, NL.
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Subject

JUVENILE NONFICTION /
Paranormal & Supernatural

Audience

General Trade

Distributor

UTP Distribution

Notes

Priority Area Tags: language

Curriculum Subject: English Language
Arts

Grade Level: 7-9

9781550817348

 English
5.75 x 5 x 0.5 in
48 pages
 Breakwater Books
 Breakwater Books Ltd

Six Things
By (author) Geoff Eaton  
May 28, 2018 |  Hardcover

A delightful illustrated book of advice for kids preparing to leave grade school.
Filled with perspectives on choice, failure, self-worth, dreams, and priorities, and
told in a simply inspiring way, Six Things is a great gift for students leaving grade
six, filled with wisdom for people of all ages.

Contributor Bio
Geoff Eaton is a social entrepreneur, a two-time cancer survivor, and an advocate
for young adults living with, through, and beyond cancer. He is the executive
director of Young Adult Cancer Canada (YACC), and brings his message—live life,
love life—to kids everywhere. He lives in St. John’s.
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Subject

JUVENILE FICTION / Girls &
Women

Audience

Juvenile

Audience range

Age (years) from 14 - 18, Grade (US)
from 9 - 12, Reading age from 7 - 10

Distributor

Formac Lorimer Book Distributing
Ltd.

Notes

Priority Area Tags: socioeconomic
status, gender

Curriculum Subject: English Language
Arts

Grade Level: 7-9

9781552777169

 English
4.25 x 7 x 0.5 in
144 pages
 Lorimer
 James Lorimer & Company Ltd.,

Publishers

Lorimer SideStreets

Skank
By (author) Teresa McWhirter  
Apr 04, 2011 |  Hardcover , Paper over boards |

Ever since Ariel's mom has been too sick to work they've been moving to
progressively lower income neighbourhoods. Then they seem to hit rock bottom--
Vancouver's downtown east side, Canada's poorest postal code. Here Ariel gets on
the wrong side of a gang of tough girls at school after receiving unwanted attention
from their boyfriends. Now she's stuck with a reputation and a label she doesn't
know how to deal with. [Fry Reading Level - 4.0

Contributor Bio

TERESA MCWHIRTER has written three novels as well as numerous short works
for adults in publications such as Vice, Bust, and Geist. A graduate of the
University of Victoria's Creative Writing Program, for the past few years Teresa
has toured with a punk band and worked driving an ice cream truck and as a
monster in the haunted house of an amusement park gathering material for her
novels. She lives in Vancouver's east side.

Reviews

"...every aspect of Skank feels authentic and will be eye-opening for teens living in 
other parts of the country. Its straighforward language makes this a good pick for 
reluctant readers." - Kat Drennan-Scace, Resource Links
"...the story is well-developed and paced. The characters, particularly Ariel, are 
realistically portrayed, and ... while the author is making the text accessible to 
reluctant readers, she is not talking down to them while doing so... Skank is an 
engaging read and provides some great discussion points." - Karen Boyd, CM: 
Canadian Review of Materials
"This stark, convincing portrait of a girl struggling to live in a tough neighborhood 
should appeal to teens looking for realism... McWhirter paints an uncompromising 
portrait of her characters and their neighborhood... Sensitive and effective, this 
small, short book is explicitly aimed at reluctant readers; if they pick it up, they will 
find some fine writing within." - Kirkus Reviews (U.S.)
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Atlantic Publishers Priority Areas Learning Resources 2018: English Language Arts

Subject

JUVENILE FICTION / Sports &
Recreation / Skateboarding

Audience

Juvenile

Audience range

Age (years) from 9 - 12, Grade (US)
from 4 - 7, Reading age from 9 - 12

Reading Levels

Lexile measure: 920L

Distributor

Formac Lorimer Book Distributing
Ltd.

Notes

Priority Area Tags: socioeconomic
status

Curriculum Subject: English Language
Arts

Grade Level: 7-9

9781459405219

 English
5 x 7.75 x 1 in
160 pages
 Lorimer
 James Lorimer & Company Ltd.,

Publishers

The Seven Stair Crew

Skinner's Banks
By (author) Brad V. Cowan  
Sep 18, 2013 |  Hardcover , Cloth over boards |

One of the Year's Best for 2013 - Resource Links 2013, Commended

Cale Finch has just won second place in a skateboarding competition when he's
ambushed on his way home by a member of a rival crew, the Mental Posse. They
steal the money that Cale was going to use to replace his broken skateboard. Cale
feels embarrassed by what happened, so he doesn't tell anyone right away.
Eventually, Mark Skinner, an older skater, finds out, and offers to help Cale get the
money back. But before he does, tragedy strikes and Mark is killed in a car
accident. Cale has to deal with the loss of his friend and hero -- and find the
courage to stand up to the bullies himself.

Contributor Bio

Growing up, Brad V. Cowan was no stranger to the best places to skate in and
around Toronto. He now writes for television and film and produced the West 49
Ambition Camp TV series, in which eight of the country's best skaters went head-
to-head in a skateboarding competition. He lives in Toronto.

Reviews

"Does an incredible job at bridging the gap between readers and skaters... Cowan
uses terminology and a vocabulary that the reader will understand in a way that
is not belittling or counterfeit. All readers will still get something out of this well-
written sports adventure book. I'd recommend this for any classroom from grade
5 to 8 with hesitant readers." Rated G-E, good to excellent - Michael Rogowski,
Resource Links

"Skinner's Banks is generally well-written, with a likeable central character many
will find themselves cheering for, a main theme those involved with
skateboarding and film-making will find easy enough to follow, and subplots that
sustain and deepen interest." Recommended - Jocelyn Reekie, CM: Canadian
Review of Materials
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Subject

FICTION / General

Audience

General Trade

Distributor

UTP Distribution

Notes

Priority Area Tags: ethnicity, language

Curriculum Subject: English Language
Arts, Social Studies

Grade Level: 7-9

9781550812060

 English
5.25 x 7 in
240 pages
 Breakwater Books Ltd.

Smoke over Grand Pre
By (author) Marion Davison   ,  By (author) Audrey Marsh  
Jun 10, 2004 |  Paperback , Trade |

Against the background of the English-Acadian conflict, we follow the adventures
of two young people - Paul, and Acadian boy, and his devoted friend, Swift Arrow,
and Indian who once saved his life. Smoke Over Grand Pré provides a glimpse into
the lives of people who lived during the period that led up to the Acadian
deportation. The eviction of Acadians from Nova Scotia by the English gove ment
represents an important chapter in the history of Nova Scotia and of Canada.
Extensive research by the authors Marion Davison and Audrey Marsh, both of
Nova Scotia, provides historic detail in this exciting novel.
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Subject

JUVENILE FICTION / General

Audience

General Trade

Distributor

Nimbus Publishing Ltd.

Notes

Priority Area Tags: socioeconomic
status

Curriculum Subject: English Language
Arts

Grade Level: 7-9

9781927502273

 English
5.5 x 8 in
272 pages
 Acorn Press

Somewhere I Belong
By (author) Glenna Jenkins  
Nov 03, 2014 |  Paperback

In Somewhere I Belong, we meet young P.J. Kavanaugh at North Boston Station.
His father has died, the Depression is on, and his mother is moving them back
home. They settle in, and P.J. makes new friends. But the P.E.I. winter is harsh, the
farm chores endless, and his teacher a drunken bully. He soon wants to go home;
the problem is how.

A letter arrives from Aunt Mayme announcing a Babe Ruth charity baseball game
in the old neighbourhood. But Ma won’t let him go. P.J is devastated. The weeks
pass, then there is an accident on the farm. P.J. becomes a hero and Ma changes
her mind. He travels to Boston, sees his friends, watches Babe Ruth hit a home
run, and renews his attachment to the place. But his eagerness to return to the
Island makes him wonder where he really belongs.

Contributor Bio
Glenna Jenkins is a writer whose Prince Edward Island roots date back to the early
1800s. The characters and events in her stories are gleaned from real-life family
events that took place both on the Island and in New England. Her short stories
have appeared Riptides: New Island Fiction and Snow Softly Falling: Holiday
Stories from Prince Edward Island. Glenna Lives in Lunenburg, Nova Scotia with
her husband, four children and two dogs. Somewhere I Belong is her first novel.
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Subject

JUVENILE FICTION / Social Themes
/ Self-Esteem & Self-Reliance

Audience

Juvenile

Audience range

Age (years) from 14 - 18, Grade (US)
from 9 - 12, Reading age from 7 - 10

Distributor

Formac Lorimer Book Distributing
Ltd.

Notes

Priority Area Tags: ability/disability

Curriculum Subject: English Language
Arts, Health Education, Physical
Education

Grade Level: 7-9

9781459406124

 English
4.25 x 7 x 1 in
208 pages
 Lorimer
 James Lorimer & Company Ltd.,

Publishers

Lorimer SideStreets

Stupid
By (author) Kim Firmston  
Mar 11, 2014 |  Hardcover , Paper over boards |

One of the Year's Best -- Resource Links 2014, Commended

Martin's been diagnosed with ADHD, but he feels something about his diagnosis
isn't right. The Ritalin he's prescribed doesn't seem to make a difference. When
Martin's grades continue to sink no matter how hard he tries, his father writes
him off as lazy and just plain stupid. His dad is convinced that Martin just needs to
focus more on his studies and less on making movies.

One night while out pursuing his passion on the city streets with his camera,
Martin meets Stick and is introduced to the energetic and exciting pastime of
parkour -- free-running. While filming Stick's flips and tricks, Martin begins to see
a connection between how his brain interprets the world, all jumbled and fast-
moving and out of order, and what the free-runners see. Camera in hand, Martin
sets out to make a video that will show his dad what he sees, and hopefully get
him to understand that Martin's real learning disability, dyslexia, has never been
properly diagnosed.

[Fry reading level - 3.0

Contributor Bio

KIM FIRMSTON is the author of the SideStreets novels Schizo, Hook Up (a
Resource Links Year's Best), and Touch. She lives in Calgary, Alberta, where she
gives writing workshops for teens.

www.kimfirmston.com

Reviews

"Stupid will certainly appeal to male students, and anyone interested in urban
stories featuring teens." - Jaime Tong,, Educator at Vancouver School Board

"[A great book ? the story itself is terrific and full of suspense while the underlying
theme clearly illustrates the impact a learning disability can have on someone,
and how it can be misunderstood by others. I?d make this required reading for all
kids ? and parents ? who have or know someone who has a learning disability." -
Ellen Cohn, Educator at Florida International University

"The portrayals of a kid's experiences with learning differences are spot-on, and a
clear story line leads the reader through Martin's difficulties with nail-biting
suspense, both at school and on the tops of abandoned buildings. A compelling
high/low reader with wide teen appeal." - Erin Downey Howerton,, Booklist

"Stupid crackles with energy, dragging readers along on a violent, muscles flexed,
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Atlantic Publishers Priority Areas Learning Resources 2018: English Language Arts

Subject

FICTION / Literary

Audience

General Trade

Distributor

UTP Distribution

Notes

Priority Area Tags: socioeconomic
status, language, gender

Curriculum Subject: English Language
Arts

Grade Level: 7-9, 10-12

9780864925244

 English
5.5 x 8.5 x 0.6 in
280 pages

 Goose Lane Editions

Americans Are Coming
By (author) Herb Curtis   ,  Afterword by David Adams Richards  
Sep 29, 2008 |  Paperback , Trade |

An invasion? For teenagers Dryfly Ramsey and Shadrack Nash, poor and ignorant
in the world’s terms but rich in the lore of the magical Miramichi, the annual influx
of American anglers, with their money, fishing gear, and thirst for salmon seems
like one, and it sets the stage for action. A cast of quirky, unforgettable characters
— Nutbeam, a large-nosed, floppy-eared hermit; Shirley, Brennan Siding’s
toothless postmistress and Ramsey family matriarch; and Buck, who appears once
a year to sire another child — conspire to capture the imagination in Herb Curtis’s
now classic novel. And what of the Whooper, that mystical beast whose cries result
in amazingly tall tales? In The Americans are Coming, the voices of Brennan Siding
ring out in the rich vernacular of New Brunswick’s Miramichi region, a world
immersed in myth, folklore, and the sulpherous belch of a nearby pulp mill, and
where ghosts and demons are as real as the Lone Ranger or the spring run of
gaspereaux. With a new afterword by David Adams Richards.

Contributor Bio

Herb Curtis was nominated for the Stephen Leacock Award for his collection of
humourous stories, Luther Corhern’s Salmon Camp Chronicles. The Americans
Are Coming is the first novel in his acclaimed Brennan Siding trilogy. He has won
the Thomas Head Raddall Prize for fiction and been shortlisted for the
Commonwealth Prize (Canada and the Caribbean). Although born near the
Dungarvon River, he now lives in Fredericton.

David Adams Richards is one of Canada’s foremost novelists. He has won the
Governor General’s Award, the Giller Prize, the Canadian Authors Association
Award, and the Commonwealth Writers’ Prize for Best Book (Canada and the
Caribbean). His most recent novel, The Lost Highway, was released in November
2007.

Reviews

"Curtis is a native of the [Miramichi] region, and his finely tuned comedic sense
and unerring feel for the realities of life there, particularly during the period of
the late '50s and early '60s, help him create a very special world." - Outdoor
Canada

"This novel is no mean book. It is a sprawling labyrinth of characters whose
triumphs and losses we cheer and mourn." - David Adams Richards
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Subject

HISTORY / Canada / General

Audience

General Trade

Distributor

Nimbus Publishing Ltd.

Notes

Priority Area Tags: socioeconomic 
status

Curriculum Subject: Social Studies -
History, English Language Arts

Grade Level: 7-9, 10-12

9781926908106

 English
6 x 9 x 0.88 in
376 pages
 Breton Books

Company Store
J.B.McLachlan and the Cape Breton Miners, 1900-1925
By (author) John Mellor  
Sep 18, 2012 |  Paperback , Trade |

With all the passion and forward thrust of a terrific novel, The Company Store is
John Mellor's winning story of Labour’s Wars in Cape Breton Island. A much
sought after book, it has been too long out of print, and it remains a good place for
the general reader to start in digging into this essential story in the making of the
character of industrial Cape Breton. The company store itself stands as a powerful
symbol for the entire system against which the miners fought—a system wherein
the company owned the mines, the homes, the stores and often even the ministers
and priests—all with the goal of profits for shareholders and of keeping the
workers indebted and in line. And when all these failed, the governments sent in
the troops against the workers!
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Subject

YOUNG ADULT FICTION /
Alternative History

Audience

Juvenile

Distributor

Nimbus Publishing Ltd.

Notes

Priority Area Tags: language

Curriculum Subject: English Language
Arts, Social Studies

Grade Level: 7-9

9781926448091

 English
8 x 10 x 0.25 in
84 pages
 Boularderie Island Press

The Island Hoppers
By (author) Douglas Arthur Brown  
Oct 01, 2015 |  Book , Trade |

This astonishing narrative reveals that before the great glaciers began to melt
thousands of years ago and the waters swelled, the North Atlantic Ocean was
populated by many small islands. On these islands lived several species of
creatures called The Island Hoppers, each with its own unique, and often bizarre,
way of life. As their islands began to slip beneath the rising seas they travelled
until they found a new home: the Island of Cape Breton. This book is the world’s
first glimpse into the lives of the Island Hoppers. You’ll meet the fierce Hhorts,
with their thick garnet-hued leathery skin; and the peaceful Brens, who wrapped
themselves in eelgrass and slept in stone vaults for fifteen-year hibernation
cycles. The secret is out, and the Brens, Hhorts, Velyns, Gnags, Tomboms, Yrtles
and Selch are now yours to discover.

Contributor Bio

Douglas Arthur Brown is the author of seven books. His latest The Island Hoppers
was released in November of 2015. The Globe and Mail called his novel, Quintet,
a masterfully written book. It was the recipient of the 2009 Thomas Head Raddall
Fiction Prize, and short-listed for the Dartmouth Book Award. The Magic
Compass – a children’s Christmas advent book – is part of The Atlantic Collection,
a project by the Nova Scotia Department of Education that placed the book in
every elementary school in Nova Scotia. Douglas won a Nova Scotia Established
Artist Recognition Award in 2009 sponsored by the Nova Scotia Arts and Culture
Partnership, NS Department of Culture. He was awarded The Queen Elizabeth II
Diamond Jubilee Medal in 2012 for his contribution to Canadian culture.
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Subject

JUVENILE FICTION / Mysteries &
Detective Stories

Audience

Juvenile

Audience range

Age (years) from 13 - 18, Grade (US)
from 9 - 12, Reading age from 8 - 10

Reading Levels

Lexile measure: HL590L

Distributor

Lerner Publisher Services

Notes

Priority Area Tags: race, gender

Curriculum Subject: English Language
Arts, Social Studies - Mi''kmaq Studies

Grade Level: 7-9

9781459410886

 English
5.5 x 8.5 x 1 in
160 pages
 Lorimer
 James Lorimer & Company Ltd.,

Publishers

The Missing
By (author) Melanie Florence  
Aug 01, 2016 |  Hardcover , Paper over boards |

Best Books for Kids & Teens -- Canadian Children's Book Centre
2017, Commended

Resource Links The Year's Best - Fiction Grades 7-12 2016, Winner

After a girl she knows from school goes missing and is found dead in the Red
River, Feather is shocked when the police write it off as a suicide. Then, it's
Feather's best friend, Mia, who vanishes ? but Mia's mom and abusive stepfather
paint Mia as a frequent runaway, so the authorities won't investigate her
disappearance either. Everyone knows that Native girls are disappearing and
being killed, but no one is connecting the dots.

When Feather's brother Kiowa is arrested under suspicion of Mia's abduction,
Feather knows she has to clear his name. What Feather doesn't know is that the
young serial killer who has taken Mia has become obsessed with Feather, and her
investigation is leading her into terrible danger.

Using as its background the ongoing circumstance of unsolved cases of missing
and murdered Aboriginal women, this fictional thriller set in Winnipeg explores
one teenager's response to a system that has long denied and misrepresented the
problem.

Contributor Bio

MELANIE FLORENCE is a full-time writer currently based in Toronto. She is the
author of several books for children and teens, including Righting Canada's
Wrongs: Residential Schools and Jordin Tootoo: The Highs and Lows in the
Journey of the First Inuk to Play in the NHL, which was chosen as an Honor Book
by the American Indian Library Association. As a freelance journalist, Melanie's
byline has appeared in many magazines, including Dance International and
Parents Canada. Melanie is of Plains Cree and Scottish descent.

Reviews

"Issues drive the plot (a subplot concerns homophobia aimed at one of Feather's 
friends) in this very brief contemporary novel, making for an informative, swift 
read." - Kirkus Reviews
"Many teens will be surprised to learn the statistics concerning violence against 
Aboriginal women in Canada that are quoted by Feather and her mother are true, 
as are the concerns about inadequate police investigation in cases of missing or 
murdered Native women. True to reality, Mias story does not end happily. This 
quick-paced thriller will appeal to reluctant readers and fans of shows like Law & 
Order." - Bethany Martin,, Voices of Youth Advocates (VOYA)
"There are a lot of serious subjects tackled in the book, such as the disappearance of 
Native girls being ignored by the police, anti-gay sentiments, child abuse, and victim 
blaming ... The book is written for reluctant readers, and achieves the aim of mature 
subjects written in easier language." - Polenth Blake,, NetGalley
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Subject

JUVENILE FICTION / General

Audience

Juvenile

Distributor

Nimbus Publishing Ltd.

Notes

Priority Area Tags: ability/disability

Curriculum Subject: English Language
Arts, Social Studies - History

Grade Level: 7-9

9781894838993

 English
5.25 x 7.75 x 0.38 in
124 pages
 Acorn Press

Sewing Basket
By (author) Susan White  
May 03, 2013 |  Paperback , Trade |

Dealing with a parent's illness can be difficult at any age It is 1967 and twelve year
old Ruth Iverson's world pretty much revolves around her friends, a boy she likes,
the Monkees and spending time with her Dad doing special stuff like watching the
Toronto Maple Leafs win the Stanley Cup. But she is soon to realize that her mom's
strange behaviour which has become an embarrassment, are symptoms of a
disease that will affect the family's life and possibly Ruth's future. While she
watches major events like the marriage of John Lennon and Yoko Ono, the birth of
Priscilla Presley, the assassinations of Martin Luther King and Robert Kennedy and
Neil Armstrong walking on the moon, Ruth faces some major life events of her own
and struggles to come to terms with the changes they bring.

Contributor Bio

Sue White was born in New Brunswick and moved from one New Brunswick city
to another. As a teenager her family moved to the Kingston Peninsula and she
only left long enough to earn her BA and BEd at St. Thomas University in
Fredericton. Settling on the peninsula, she and her husband raised four children
and ran a small farm while she taught elementary school. Since retiring she is
grateful to now have the time to work on her writing and the freedom to regularly
visit her new granddaughter in Alberta. Her previous books include Ten
Thousand Truths and The Year Mrs. Montague Cried, which won the Ann Connor
Brimer Award. Visit her website at author-susan-white.blogspot.ca.
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Subject

JUVENILE FICTION / Sports &
Recreation / Skateboarding

Audience

Young Adult

Audience range

Age (years) from 9 - 12, Reading age
from 9 - 12

Reading Levels

Lexile measure: 830L

Distributor

Formac Lorimer Book Distributing
Ltd.

Notes

Priority Area Tags: socioeconomic
status

Curriculum Subject: English Language
Arts

Grade Level: 7-9

9781459407244

 English
5 x 7.75 x 1 in
152 pages
 Lorimer
 James Lorimer & Company Ltd.,

Publishers

The Seven Stair Crew

The Sinkhole
By (author) Brad V. Cowan  
Sep 03, 2014 |  Hardcover , Paper over boards |

Canadian Children's Book Centre Best Books for Kids & Teens 2015,
Winner

With the arrival of a mysterious letter from Cale?s estranged father, what looked
to be a dull, hot summer becomes an exciting adventure for the Seven Stair Crew!

A series of clues sends the boys on a quest to find "The Empire" -- four super-
secret skateboard sites with some of the most thrilling, gnarly set-ups around.
Even Toby, the clumsy SSC wannabe, gets pulled into the action, despite the
objections of some of the Crew.

But for Cale, it turns out that the quest for the Empire isn't just about
skateboarding. It's also a personal journey of discovery -- about his own character
and about the dad he never knew.

Contributor Bio

BRAD V. COWAN is a TV writer/producer. His credits include the West 49
Ambition Skatecamp TV series and episodes of MuchMusic?s Video on Trial. He
lives in Toronto. Brad is also the author of Street Kings and Skinner?s Banks, the
first and second novels in the Seven Stair Crew trilogy.

Reviews

"[A contagiously enthusiastic account of skateboarding. It will delight 
skateboarders and provide non-skaters with an inside look at skateboarding 
culture and its terminology." - Joan Givner,, Resource Links
"This book fills a niche for lovers of skateboarding. It deals thoughtfully with the 
themes of friendship, tolerance and divorce in an engaging manner." - Shannon 
Perry,, Educator at Hood River County School District
"Great book! Fast pace, simple but interesting content. Would definitely buy this 
for my junior high students. Think the skateboarders would like it." - Alyssa 
Campbell,, Librarian, NetGalley Reviewer

178

7-9



Atlantic Publishers Priority Areas Learning Resources 2018: English Language Arts

Subject

FICTION / Literary

Audience

General Trade

Distributor

UTP Distribution

Notes

Priority Area Tags: socioeconomic
status,language, gender

Curriculum Subject: English Language
Arts

Grade Level: 7-9, 10-12

9780864925466

 English
5.5 x 8.5 x 0.8 in
298 pages

 Goose Lane Editions

Wanton Troopers
By (author) Alden Nowlan   ,  Afterword by David Adams Richards  
Nov 27, 2009 |  Paperback , Trade |

In this new edition of Alden Nowlan's poignant first novel, published posthumously
in 1988, a boy growing up in a small Nova Scotia mill town is abandoned by the
young mother he adores. Family relationships, sexual confusions, and the pains of
love are rendered with deep and authentic feeling. This is an essential book for all
readers who have admired the work of this major Canadian writer.

Contributor Bio

Alden Nowlan is widely recognized as one of the most brilliant and sensitive
voices to emerge in Canadian poetry. Born in Nova Scotia, in 1933, Nowlan
moved to Hartland, New Brunswick, when he was nineteen, where he was a
reporter, editor, and general facilitator of The Hartland Observer. Over his
lifetime, he won the Governor General’s Award and a Guggenheim Fellowship.

David Adams Richards is one of Canada’s foremost novelists. He has won the
Governor General’s Award, the Giller Prize, the Canadian Authors Association
Award, and the Commonwealth Writers’ Prize for Best Book (Canada and the
Caribbean). His most recent novel, The Lost Highway, was released in November
2007.
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Subject

JUVENILE FICTION / Social Themes
/ Drugs, Alcohol, Substance Abuse

Audience

Young Adult

Audience range

Grade (US) from 14 - 18, Grade (US)
from 9 - 12, Reading age from 7 - 10

Reading Levels

Lexile measure: HL510L

Distributor

Formac Lorimer Book Distributing
Ltd.

Notes

Priority Area Tags: gender,
socioeconomic status

Curriculum Subject: English Language
Arts

Grade Level: 7-9

9781459411005

 English
5.25 x 7.5 x 1 in
192 pages
 Lorimer
 James Lorimer & Company Ltd.,

Publishers

Lorimer SideStreets

Trap Jam
By (author) Steven Barwin  
Apr 01, 2016 |  Paperback , Trade |

Olivia is living a double life -- high-school student by day, drummer by night.
Olivia doesn't know when hanging out in clubs and drinking to appear older and
enjoy the music scene became a habit, but she finds herself hungover at school
and sneaking alcohol at home. Her bandmates Eddie and Lucas think she is older,
and Olivia keeps up the pretence even as her real life starts to fall apart.

When Lucas catches Olivia talking to her friend Raymond in the women's
washroom, he beats up Raymond in a jealous rage. With Raymond unconscious
and seriously hurt, Lucas tells Olivia that Raymond's criminal brother is looking
for them for payback. They go on the run, sleeping in a borrowed van and stealing
to get by. Lucas keeps Olivia drunk and off-balance, telling her he loves her and
pressuring her to have sex with him -- even when she reveals she's only sixteen.
Still, through an alcoholic haze, Olivia sees that Lucas is delusional and dangerous.
When she finally discovers that the story about Raymond?s brother is a lie, she
realizes she has to get out of Lucas's obsessional trap.

Contributor Bio

STEVEN BARWIN is a middle school teacher in Thornhill, ON. He is the author of
seven books in the Lorimer Sports Stories series, including Spiked, named one of
Resource Links Best for 2013.

Reviews

"This entry into the popular SideStreets series is an enjoyably quick read rife with
strife, sabotage, and payback, and there is definitely room in the hi/lo canon for a
piece about a young musician feeling pressured to move too fast for the emotional
high of pursuing her art."
- Becca Wothington, Booklist Online Exclusive

"...a fast-paced story, blending multiple hot-button issues including controlling
relationships and substance abuse."
- Publisher's Weekly
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Subject

JUVENILE FICTION / Sports &
Recreation / Water Sports

Audience

Young Adult

Reading Levels

Lexile measure: HL540L

Distributor

Formac Lorimer Book Distributing
Ltd.

Notes

Priority Area Tags: gender

Curriculum Subject: English Language
Arts, Health Education, Physical
Education

Grade Level: 7-9

9781459400719

 English
5.5 x 8.5 x 1 in
144 pages
 Lorimer
 James Lorimer & Company Ltd.,

Publishers

Lorimer Podium Sports Academy

Vegas Tryout
By (author) Lorna Schultz Nicholson  
Mar 14, 2012 |  Hardcover , Paper over boards |

Best Books for Kids & Teens -- Canadian Children's Book Centre
2012, Commended

Toronto synchro swimmer Carrie Munroe is Podium Sports Academy's team flyer
and the school's best prospect for making it at the upcoming Vegas tryouts --
fulfilling her dreams of being in a glitz-and-glamour professional show. Carrie
feels there's only one thing holding her back -- the weekly poolside weigh-ins. Her
coach agrees, and Carrie is put on a special diet to control her weight. But the
pressure to succeed while also dealing with troublesome family members back
home lead Carrie to make some very risky decision about her health and eating
habits.

To come out on top, Carrie will have to accept that although she may not have the
typical swimmer's body, she has the strength to be the best -- but only if she takes
care of herself.

[Fry reading level - 3.0

Contributor Bio

LORNA SCHULTZ NICHOLSON has written picture books, middle grade and YA
fiction, and non-fiction. She has also written, produced, and hosted programs for
television and radio, and is well known in Western Canada for her print
journalism, including sports writing. Lorna regularly visits schools to share her
passion for literacy with students. She lives in Edmonton with her husband and
their two dogs.

Reviews

"This exploration of teenage anorexia is well-written with a tie-in to the 
synchronized sports culture"
Rated G - Good, even great at times, generally useful! - Myra Junyk, Resource 
Links
"Vegas Tryout successfully conveys the high stakes in competitive sports and the 
diligence and determination of those teens" - Nicole Dalmer, CM Magazine
"Carrie [is a believable, sympathetic character dealing with realistic situations that 
many teens can relate to... Nicholson writes with a deft touch that will appeal to 
many readers" - Mary-Esther Lee, Sister's Library
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Subject

FICTION / Native American &
Aboriginal

Audience

General Trade

Distributor

Brunswick Books

Notes

Priority Area Tags: race, ethnicity, 
socioeconomic status

Curriculum Subject: English Language 
Arts

Grade Level: 7-9, 10-12

9781552667217

 English
262 pages
 Roseway Publishing
 Fernwood Publishing

Wake The Stone Man
By (author) Carol McDougall  
Apr 01, 2015 |  Paperback

Beacon Award for Social Justice Literature 2014, Winner

Set in a small northern town, under the mythical shadow of the Sleeping Giant,
Wake the Stone Man follows the complicated friendship of two girls coming of
age in the 1960s. Molly meets Nakina, who is Ojibwe and a survivor of the
residential school system, in high school, and they form a strong friendship. As the
bond between them grows, Molly, who is not native, finds herself a silent witness
to the racism and abuse her friend must face each day.

In this time of political awakening, Molly turns to her camera to try to make sense
of the intolerance she sees in the world around her. Her photos become a way to
freeze time and observe the complex human politics of her hometown. Her search
for understanding uncovers some hard truths about Nakina’s past and leaves
Molly with a growing sense of guilt over her own silence.

When personal tragedy tears them apart, Molly must travel a long hard road in
search of forgiveness and friendship.

Contributor Bio

Carol McDougall was born in Northern Ontario and has been active in the Nova
Scotia writing community for many years. In 2005 she was awarded the Mayor’s
Award for cultural achievement in literature and in 2010 she received the
Progress Woman of Excellence Award for the Arts. Carol’s work includes writing
for children, non-fiction, and fiction. In 2013 Carol received the Beacon Award
for Social Justice Literature for Wake the Stone Man, a novel about friendship
and forgiveness, which was inspired by her northern roots.

Reviews

“Who should read it? Every Canadian. Every woman. Every First Nations person.
Everyone.”

- —Living in the Kitchen with Puppies

McDougall’s writing is brave, fierce, funny and wise. We are better — and we
know better — after having read Wake the Stone Man.

- —Sheree Fitch, award-winning author
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Subject

POETRY / General

Audience

General Trade

Distributor

Nimbus Publishing Ltd.

Notes

Priority Area Tags: race, socioeconomic
status

Curriculum Subject: Social Studies -
Mi''kmaq Studies, English Language
Arts, Art Education, Social Studies

Grade Level: 7-9, 10-12

9781895415469

 English
6 x 8.08 x 0.13 in
112 pages
 Miscellaneous Consignment
 Bicyclette Publishing

We are the Dreamers
By (author) Rita Joe  
Nov 15, 2013 |  Paperback , Trade |

Contributor Bio

Recipient of the Order of Canada and several honourary doctorates, Rita Joe
lives and writes and operates her craft shop on the Eskasoni reserve in Cape
Breton, Nova Scotia. She is the author of four books of poetry, an autobiography
and an important anthology of Mi'kmaw writing.
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Subject

BODY, MIND & SPIRIT /
Supernatural

Audience

General Trade

Distributor

Nimbus Publishing

Notes

Priority Area Tags: socioeconomic
status

Curriculum Subject: English Language
Arts

Grade Level: 7-9

9781772760750

 English
6 x 9 in
184 pages
 MacIntyre Purcell Publishing

Where Evil Dwells
Edited by Vernon Oickle  
Aug 29, 2017 |  Paperback , Trade |

From ghosts, monsters and legends to the macabre and fantastical, Where Evil
Dwells: The Nova Scotia Anthology of Horror will frighten, intrigue and change
the way you think about the supernatural.

Come with us as these ghost chasers and investigators of the paranormal (and
some of the best writers working today) take you on a wild ride to the extreme
limits and beyond the realm of reality.

The volume is edited by Vernon Oickle who is considered one of Canada
preeminent cataloguers of ghost stories.

Contributing writers: Darren Greer, William Kowalski, Frank Macdonald, Darryl
Walsh, Janice Landry, Steve Vernon, Christine Welldon, Laura Best, Danny Gillis,
Bruce Nunn, Laurie Glenn Norris, Bruce Graham, A J B Johnston, Glenna Jenkins,
Anna Braun Taylor, Vernon Oickle, Gabriella (Gab) Halasz and Sherry D. Ramsey.

Contributor Bio
Vernon Oickle graduated from Lethbridge Community College in 1982 with an
honours diploma in journalism and is an award-winning journalist, editor and
writer with almost 35 years working in newspapers. He is the author of 26 books,
including Ghost Stories of Nova Scotia, the best- selling Crow series and the Nova
Scotia Outstanding Outhouse Reader. He resides in Liverpool where he was born
and raised. In 2012, he received the Queen Elizabeth II Diamond Jubilee Medal.

Reviews

Where Evil Dwells does something all anthologies should: bring together the
usual suspects and the shifty outsiders who can really stretch out a genre or a
trope. In this collection of scary stories, writers explore the macabre and the
monstrous, the ghoulish and ghostly, drawing from folklore, superstition, the
paranormal and fantastical. Editor Vernon Oickle deftly calls upon his fellow
veteran spooksters like Steve Vernon, Sherry D Ramsey and Darryl Walsh, but
also enlists recognizable but unexpected contributors like Frank Macdonald (A
Forest for Calum) and Darren Greer (Advocate). The result is a delightfully
frightening set of stories with some serious literary chops.
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Subject

JUVENILE FICTION / Mysteries &
Detective Stories

Audience

Young Adult

Audience range

Age (years) from 14 - 18, Grade (US)
from 9 - 12, Reading age from 7 - 10

Distributor

Formac Lorimer Book Distributing
Ltd.

Distributor

Lerner Publisher Services

Notes

Priority Area Tags: race, gender

Curriculum Subject: English Language
Arts, Social Studies - Mi''kmaq Studies

Grade Level: 7-9

9781459407640

 English
4.25 x 7 x 0.5 in
232 pages
 Lorimer
 James Lorimer & Company Ltd.,

Publishers

Lorimer SideStreets

Wild Ride
By (author) Jacqueline Guest  
Oct 02, 2014 |  Paperback , Trade |

In this sequel to Lightning Rider, January and her family have taken in an RCMP
summer student as a boarder. When Willow Whitecloud pulls up on her Kawasaki
ZX-10R, January takes an instant liking to her. Willow becomes both a friend and
a spiritual guide, who helps January connect with her Native heritage. But
January is shocked when a number of clues suggest that her mentor may be
involved in illegal activity that threatens the natural world she has taught January
to respect.

[Fry Reading Level - 3.3

Contributor Bio

JACQUELINE GUEST is a Metis writer who lives in Bragg Creek, Alberta. She is
the author of 10 previous Lorimer novels, including Hat Trick, Free Throw, Rookie
Season, and A Goal in Sight, which are Canadian Children's Book Centre Our
Choice selections, and the SideStreets novels Lightening Rider, Racing Fear and
At Risk. A Goal in Sight was also nominated for a Golden Eagle Award.
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Subject

LITERARY COLLECTIONS /
Canadian

Audience

General Trade

Distributor

Nimbus Publishing

Notes

Priority Area Tags: socioeconomic
status

Curriculum Subject: Social Studies -
History, Social Studies - Economics,
English Language Arts

Grade Level: 7-9, 10-12

9781771085588

 English
5.75 x 8.5 x 0.55 in
216 pages
 Nimbus Publishing

Winter
Atlantic Canadian Stories
Edited by Dan Soucoup  
Oct 31, 2017 |  Paperback , Trade |

Some Canadians greet winter with a cold shoulder, while others celebrate the
snow and ice. One thing we can all agree on: winter brings ideal reading weather.
Spanning decades, this collection from author and anthology editor Dan Soucoup
(The Finest Tree) shares the inherent warmth of the chilly season in a uniquely
Atlantic Canadian way--with grit, good humour, and moving sentimentality.

From Thomas Raddall's 1910 story of a young widow lost in a snowstorm on a
frozen river to Alden Nowlan's retelling of a Mi'kmaw legend about a man who
loathed winter, these stories explore every face--good and bad--of the wintry
season. A blend of fact and fiction spanning the region, from Labrador to
Yarmouth, Winter: Atlantic Canadian Stories brings voices old and new together
to celebrate the season of natural storytelling.

Contributor Bio

Dan Soucoup has worked as a bookseller and publisher for many years. He is the
author of numerous historical books about the Maritimes, including Failures and
Fiascos, A Short History of Halifax, Railways of New Brunswick, and Know New
Brunswick. He lives in Dartmouth, Nova Scotia.

Reviews

For those transplanted from away, from the Maritimes in particular, Nova Scotia
writer Dan Soucoup's collections of stories will bring home into living room this
Christmas season. - Toronto Star (Toronto, ON)
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Subject

FICTION / Short Stories

Audience

General Trade

Distributor

Nimbus Publishing

Notes

Priority Area Tags: socioeconomic
status

Curriculum Subject: English Language
Arts

Grade Level: 10-12

9781771085021

 English
5.5 x 8.5 x 0.5 in
152 pages
 Vagrant Press
 Nimbus Publishing

A Bird on Every Tree
Stories
By (author) Carol Bruneau  
Aug 30, 2017 |  Paperback , Trade |

Atlantic Book Awards, Jim Connors Dartmouth Book Award (Fiction)
2018, Short-listed

Atlantic Book Awards, Thomas Raddall Atlantic Fiction 2018, Short-
listed

Carol Bruneau, author of six acclaimed works of fiction (most recently, These Good
Hands), brings her finely honed voice to 12 new stories about shifting concepts of
Nova Scotian identity. 

In “The Race,” a war bride’s remarkable life trajectory unfolds as she competes in
an international swim marathon in the Northwest Arm. Strain erupts between a
Haligonian couple in “Burning Times,” while they struggle to keep track of one
another, both physically and emotionally, on an Italian vacation. In “Polio Beach,”
cousins gather oceanside over the will of a recently deceased aunt who once saved
one of them from drowning.

Writing with empathy, humour, and linguistic precision, Bruneau follows
characters who find themselves connected to Nova Scotia by birth, through
attempts at escape and new beginnings, or as a temporary resting place, always
carrying with them their own idiosyncratic and complex definitions of “home.”

Contributor Bio

Carol Bruneau is the author of six books: two short fiction collections and four
novels, including the recently released These Good Hands. Her first novel, Purple
for Sky, won the 2001 Thomas Head Raddall Atlantic Fiction Award and the
Dartmouth Book Award. Her 2007 novel, Glass Voices, was a Globe and Mail
Best Book and has become a book club favourite. Her reviews, stories, and essays
have appeared nationwide in newspapers, journals, and anthologies. A mother of
three sons, she lives with her husband in Halifax, where she teaches writing at
NSCAD University.

Reviews

In A Bird on Every Tree we run through a wide range of 12 beautiful and genuine 
stories, all connected through the considerable pull of Nova Scotia. - Atlantic 
Books Today (Halifax, NS)
Bruneau is a master. We should know this by now, but A Bird on Every Tree is a 
powerful reminder. - Rob Wiersma, Quill and Quire (Toronto, ON)
Carol Bruneau's collection of short stories A Bird on Every Tree gloriously 
explores the complex relationship people have with the place they call home. -The 
Coast (Halifax, NS)
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Subject

FICTION / General

Audience

General Trade

Distributor

Nimbus Publishing

Notes

Priority Area Tags: socioeconomic
status

Curriculum Subject: English Language
Arts

Grade Level: 10-12

9781988286129

 English
5.5 x 8.5 in
204 pages
 Pottersfield Press

A Halifax Christmas Carol
By (author) Steven Laffoley  
Jul 10, 2017 |  Paperback , Trade |

It is December 1918. The old world--shaped by the values of Queen Victoria and
Charles Dickens-- is gone and the new world now wallows in post-war chaos and
darkness.

A veteran of the gas attacks and trenches, Michael Bell has returned home to a
city traumatized by war and devastated by an explosion, where he finds work at
The Halifax Herald writing about what he sees as the truth, about an age defined
only by lawlessness, disease, and disorder.

Then, four days before Christmas, Michael finds his truth-telling efforts
challenged by a small, one-legged boy who arrives at the newspaper office with a
single, silver twenty-five-cent piece for "the kids." When the boy strangely
disappears, the paper's editor, Walter Stone, sees a potential Dickensian story for
a city in desperate need of hope. He assigns Michael and new reporter Tess
Archer the job of finding the boy and telling his story—all before the Christmas
Eve edition.

At first, Michael objects, believing such stories to be dangerous lies in the face of
the dark truths. However, after a mysterious dream of his mother leads to
difficult questions, he accepts the assignment, if only to prove small acts of
generosity are meaningless in the face of a growing darkness. Yet, as Michael
follows his leads through an array of the city's desperate people, he is increasingly
haunted by the hidden meaning of his dream and soon realizes understanding will
only come if he finds the boy. But for Michael and the city, time is fast running out.

Filled with a cast of compelling characters and vivid images, A Halifax Christmas
Carol tells the story of a true age of darkness and the transformative power of
hope.

Contributor Bio
Steven Laffoley is the author of eight books, including the award-winning
biography Shadowboxing and the bestselling novel The Blue Tattoo.
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Subject

POETRY / General

Audience

General Trade

Distributor

Nimbus Publishing

9781988286525

 English
6 x 9 in
128 pages
 Pottersfield Press

Afraid of the Dark
By (author) Guyleigh Johnson  
Aug 31, 2018 |  Paperback , Trade |

Through prose and poetry, Guyleigh Johnson tells the story of sixteen-year-old
Kahlua Thomas. An absent father and an alcoholic mother leave Kahlua feeling
neglected, but her real pain stems from being black. She finds it hard surviving in a
poor neighbourhood and even tougher society. Trapped by her own insecurities,
she cannot relate to the person in the mirror. She believes that if she doesn't
acknowledge her thick hair, big lips, and dark skin maybe, just maybe, she'll be able
to blend in. Yet the lack of diversity, equality, and heritage in her world makes her
more intrigued about the black roots she tries to stray away from. With a hard life
at home, on the streets, and in school she finds an escape during her grade ten
history class through writing poetry. Hiding in the back of the class, she writes,
passionately expressing and releasing emotions about identity, home, community,
culture, and forgiveness. All Kahlua wants is freedom, whatever that really means.

Contributor Bio
This is Guyleigh's second book, following the release of Expect the Unexpected.
Guyleigh Johnson is a 25-year-old spoken word artist/creative writer from North
End Dartmouth. A community advocate, Johnson encourages youth to see their
true potential and to step out of their comfort zone. In print, on YouTube,
Facebook, and her personal webpage she's starting the conversation for change.

Notes

Priority Area Tags: race

Curriculum Subject: English Language 
Arts

Grade Level: 10-12
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Subject

HISTORY / Africa / General

Audience

Education

Audience range

Grade (US) from 9 - 12

Distributor

New World Publisher

Distributor

Glen Margaret Publishing

Notes

Priority Area Tags: race, socio-
economic,social status

Curriculum Subject: Social Studies -
African Canadian Studies, Social
Studies - History, English Language
Arts

Grade Level: 9-12

9781895814422

 English
 83 B&W illustrationsPhotos

(period), charts, tables, maps
6 x 9 x 1.1 in
448 pages
 New World Publishing

African Chronicles - a memoir
By (author) Burris Devanney   ,  Edited by Paul Fiander ,  Editor-in-chief Francis
Mitchell   ,  Foreword by Uzoma Esonwanne ,  By (artist) Jacqueline E. Mitchell  
Nov 05, 2010 |  Paperback , Trade |

African Chronicles is a memoir covering two years in the lives of Burris and
Louanne Devanney, but also spanning forty-five years of development work in
Africa. It is a montage of compelling episodes – tragic, comic, ironic, capricious and
inspiring – depicting critical junctures in the lives of remarkable individuals and of
countries on the edge: V.1- Rhodesia-Zimbabwe and V.2 - Nigeria-Biafra.
Embedded in the narrative are singular perspectives on Africa’s recent history and
the “Great Game of Development.” The memoir engages with immediacy and
retrospective insight the seemingly brutal question: What happened to the bright
prospects of post-colonial Africa? This question animates the entire memoir,
making it a narrative of empathy and understanding. “A searing indictment of the
“Masters of Development” – recounted with the wit, clarity, and brevity that only a
true literary craftsman could possess. . . .” Uzoma Esonwanne, Ph.D., Professor of
English, University of Toronto.

Contributor Bio

Burris Devanney: Biography Burris Devanney has been a teacher, school
administrator, development worker and a CEO. In these varied capacities he has
worked in Canada, Rhodesia (Zimbabwe), Nigeria, Ghana, The Gambia, Sierra
Leone and Malawi. More recently he has worked in Uganda on behalf of CTF. He
is a graduate of Saint Mary’s (B.A.) and Dalhousie (B.Ed.) universities in his home
town of Halifax, Nova Scotia, and the University of Ottawa (M.A., English
Literature). Although he has spent a great deal of his work life in Africa, he has
also enjoyed a full career as a high school teacher and administrator in the Halifax
public school system. In 1965 Canada’s External Aid Office contracted Devanney,
newly married to Louanne Webb of Halifax, as a “Teacher / Advisor” under the
Canadian government’s new development assistance program. The young couple
was initially ill-prepared for what they encountered: the isolation of a forty year
old mission station at the edge of a great desert and the racist absurdities of
southern Africa – and in their next posting the grisly coups and ethnic strife of
post-colonial Nigeria. But thus began their lifelong engagement with Africa and
their commitment to development work, culminating in the creation and twenty

Reviews

A fabulous book . . . very strongly visual [which] opened up the world to me. . . . A 
great history [and] an incredible snapshot of a continent in transition. – Stephen 
Patrick Clare, journalist, author, poet; host of the nationally syndicated radio 
program “The Book Report”, CKDU Radio, Halifax, N.S. Burris Devanney writes 
about Africa in all its richness. The book is more than its title with other themes 
interwoven among the chronicles. The author includes detailed accounts of political 
events and leaders, African travel and an Epilogue on international development 
practice. The bibliography is impressive, as are the many rich quotations, literary 
and historical. Devanney has read widely and carefully. –Hon. Rev. Walter McLean 
and Barbara McLean, Bout de Papier: Canada’s Magazine of Diplomacy and 
Foreign Service, Ottawa, ON. I loved this book –couldn’t put it down; went through 
all 400 plus pages non-stop. I loved the way the book read like a novel with 
characterization. . . . The people came alive making the history, the geography 
memorable and lively. Everything rang true. I truly found it not only a great book 
but one that showed how an experience in a foreign country can be lively and 
human and interesting. – Kathleen Tudor, poet, novelist,
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Subject

POETRY / Canadian

Audience

General Trade

Distributor

Nimbus Publishing Ltd.

Notes

Priority Area Tags: language

Curriculum Subject: English Language
Arts, Social Studies - History

Grade Level: 10-12

9781897426814

 English
5.5 x 8.5 in
126 pages
 Pottersfield Press

After Swissair
By (author) Budge Wilson  
Feb 04, 2016 |  Paperback , Trade |

On September 2, 1998, Swissair Flight 111 plunged into the sea near the mouth
of St. Margaret's Bay in Nova Scotia, killing all 229 on board. Thousands of people
responded immediately: emergency personnel, fishermen, the military, divers,
community searchers and RCMP officials. In the days, weeks and months after
the crash, local residents and ordinary people supported the investigation in any
way they could and, more critically, they also sought to comfort the families of the
victims.

In the face of this almost unimaginable event, many experienced enormous
suffering and world views were changed forever for the survivors – both the
friends and relatives of the victims as well as support teams and the local
communities of St. Margaret's Bay, Halifax and beyond. What carried so many of
them through this tragedy was the astonishing generosity and kindness each
group gave to the other. As Wilson writes, "We all needed the families as much as
they needed us."

She wrote this collection of poems "in gratitude and in celebration of the
thousands of men and women who suffered – and sometimes triumphed – during
the months and years that followed the crash." The poems reveal the depth of the
impact the crash of Swissair 111 had on so many people.

Contributor Bio
Budge Wilson is the author of 14 books. She has won numerous awards, including
the 1991 Canadian Library Association's Young Adult Canadian Book Award, and
was shortlisted for the Commonwealth Writers' Prize for Best Book in Canada—
Caribbean Region. She lives in Hubbards, Nova Scotia.
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Subject

POETRY / Canadian

Audience

General Trade

Distributor

Boularderie Island Press

Notes

Priority Area Tags: language, sexual
orientation

Curriculum Subject: English Language
Arts

Grade Level: 10-12

9781926448268

 English
5.5 x 8.5 x 0.5 in
200 pages
 Boularderie Island Press

Aubade
Poetry and Prose from Nova Scotia Writers
Edited by E. Alex Pierce  
Oct 01, 2018 |  Book

A unique anthology featuring the work of Nova Scotia poets and fiction writers
based on the Aubade. The aubade — a dawn song expressing the regret of parting
lovers at daybreak. The earliest European examples date from the end of the 12th
century (the Provençal and German equivalents are alba and tagalied.) Some
scholars believe that the aubade, which has no fixed metrical form, grew out of the
cry of the medieval watchman, who announced from his tower the passing of night
and return of day… Whatever its origin, the aubade is found in nearly all early
poetries. Its poignancy crosses cultures. This anthology will expand the definition
to include works from the narrative genres as well: fiction and essays.

Contributor Bio

E. Alex Pierce is a writer and editor who lives on Nova Scotia’s South Shore and 
spends part of each year in Cape Breton. For ten years she taught creative writing 
(playwriting and poetry) at Cape Breton University, and is currently Series Editor 
for the CBU Press publication, The Essential Cape Breton Library. She holds a 
Master of Fine Arts in Creative Writing from Warren Wilson College (NC), and has 
been a participant in the Writing Studio and Wired Writing at the Banff Centre and 
in the Poetry Colloquium at Sage Hill. She has worked with such editor/mentors as 
Don McKay, Barry Dempster, and Daphne Marlatt. Pierce has been published in 
Arc, The Fiddlehead, CV2, The New Quarterly, The Literary Review of Canada, and 
The English Journal (USA). Her work has been anthologized in Words Out There: 
Women Poets in Atlantic Canada (Roseway); Best Canadian Poetry 2008 
(Tightrope); and in Undercurrents: New Voices in Canadian Poetry (Cormorant). 
Recent work was long-listed for the CBC Literary Award in Creative Non-Fiction. 
Her book, Vox Humana, was published by Brick in 2011, and will receive its second 
printing in the fall of 2012. Pierce has worked for Roseway, CBU Press, and as an 
independent editor and mentor. 
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Atlantic Publishers Priority Areas Learning Resources 2018: English Language Arts

Subject

FICTION / Westerns

Audience

General Trade

Distributor

Nimbus Publishing

Notes

Priority Area Tags: language

Curriculum Subject: English Language
Arts

Grade Level: 10-12

9781926448220

 English
5.5 x 8.5 x 0.5 in
232 pages
 Boularderie Island Press

Banjo Flats
By (author) Mona Knight  
Jan 01, 2017 |  Book , Trade |

She’s called Fortune, orphaned at the age of thirteen and disguised as a boy in
order to survive. Her mother taught her to read and write. Her father taught her to
handle guns. She’s nobody’s fool and a crack shot, which lands her in a heap of
trouble after killing a notorious gunfighter the day she arrives in Banjo Flats –
Territory of Dakota — the most lawless town in the Wild West. It’s a place where
frontier justice is mostly settled with a gun. Every shootist in the territory is
headed to Banjo Flats thinking they can earn some easy money by killing the girl
gunslinger. They’re wrong.

Contributor Bio
Mona Knight was raised on a sunny sheep farm in central Ontario where she
developed a passion for western paperbacks and movies. She spent many years as
a correspondent with a third-world sponsorship agency. In retirement she became
a valued contributor for a Cape Breton newspaper, The Victoria Standard,
attracting a devoted group of readers of her bi-weekly articles. She has published
several short fiction stories. One of her works was a finalist in the Writers'
Federation of Nova Scotia's annual writing competition and became the opening
chapter of Banjo Flats.

Contributor Website
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Atlantic Publishers Priority Areas Learning Resources 2018: English Language Arts

Subject

LANGUAGE ARTS & DISCIPLINES /
Literacy

Audience

General Trade

Distributor

UTP Distribution

Notes

Priority Area Tags: socioeconomic
status, gender, ability/disability,
language

Curriculum Subject: English Language
Arts

Grade Level: 10-12

9780864925473

 Translated from: English
6 x 8.5 x 0.32 in
130 pages
 Goose Lane Editions

Breaking the Word Barrier
Stories of Adults Learning to Read
Edited by Marilyn Lerch   ,  Edited by Angela Ranson  
Sep 25, 2009 |  Paperback , Trade |

In this compelling collection of first-person stories, adults who have made
outstanding achievements in adult literacy were paired with writers to tell of their
transition to reading. These are people who have had the courage to overcome the
barrier of words to break into a broader sense of themselves, to feel more
empowered in the world. Courageous, too, is the very sharing of these stories, in
which private moments are opened wide with the hope that others will take the
same steps. Whether confronting undiagnosed dyslexia, a Canadian Tire store
manager to ensure Christmas for a child, written tests for the military, certification
exams, or jumping from an airplane, these people are heroes.

Contributor Bio
Marilyn Lerch, who lives in Sackville, New Brunswick, has one cycle of poems and
two collections of poetry published. She enters her seventh decade still asking the
big questions, still wondering what our species is turning into, as excited by
mourning doves nesting in the kiwi as she is by Hubble's farthest reach.

Angela Ranson is a high school English teacher and a master of arts student at
Dalhousie University in Halifax, Nova Scotia. Her short stories have appeared in
Canadian Stories magazine and Angels on Earth magazine, and her non-fiction
articles have appeared in several newspapers in the province, including the
Moncton Times and Transcript. She is also writing scripts and recently wrote and
directed a sold-out dinner theatre in Sackville, New Brunswick, entitled Spice of
Life.

Reviews

"A tribute to courage." - Herménégilde Chiasson
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Atlantic Publishers Priority Areas Learning Resources 2018: English Language Arts

Subject

FICTION / Literary

Audience

General Trade

Distributor

UTP Distribution

Notes

Priority Area Tags:
gender,abililty/disability,
socioeconomic status, language

Curriculum Subject: English Language
Arts

Grade Level: 10-12

9780864929884

 English
5 x 8 x 0.75 in
336 pages
 Goose Lane Editions

Catch My Drift
By (author) Genevieve Scott  
Apr 03, 2018 |  Paperback , Trade |

An Atlantic Books Today Editor's Pick

Lorna always wanted to stand out, but her career as a competitive swimmer was
cut short by a knee injury. Cara, her daughter, tries hard to blend in, but when she
has to fill in for her brother at a school pageant, she is overwhelmed by terror.
Lorna is vain about her ability to shut out distractions. Cara can’t control her
scary thoughts. And while Lorna tries her best to move past life’s early
disappointments, Cara picks at the cracks in her family’s story. Spanning two
decades, Catch My Drift follows mother and daughter through life changes big
and small, and reveals that despite our shared experiences, we each live a private
story.

Contributor Bio
Genevieve Scott is a graduate of the University of British Columbia’s Creative
Writing MFA. Her short fiction has been published in literary journals in Canada
and the United Kingdom, including the New Quarterly, the White Wall Review,
and the Bristol Short Story Prize Anthology, among others. Her short films have
been screened at eleven film festivals throughout the US, Canada, England, and
Ireland. Scott grew up in Toronto and currently lives in Southern California,
although she will be returning to Toronto in the spring of 2018. She is a creative
writing mentor to at-risk teen girls in Los Angeles with the non-profit WriteGirl.
Catch My Drift is her debut novel.

Reviews

"Genevieve Scott's Catch My Drift is a brilliant novel in linked stories, a mother/
daughter tale like none I've read before. Scott writes with a sharp beauty that 
leaves me not just breathless but wanting more. I love her prose." - Joseph Boyden
"Like the best contemporary novels, Genevieve Scott’s Catch My Drift is 
alchemical. Scott harnesses the flinty realism and breathtaking prose of short 
fiction, mixes it with the emotional urgency and scope of a layered 
intergenerational drama and creates a compelling and thoroughly original portrait 
of the modern family. Rendered with sensitivity and insight, Catch My Drift is 
elegant, ambitious and tender, a rare novel in which an entire family comes of age." 
- Nancy Lee
"An ending I feared would be heartbreaking but ended up being perfect and 
beautiful." - Kerry Clare, Author of Mitzi Bytes, Pickle Me This
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Atlantic Publishers Priority Areas Learning Resources 2018: English Language Arts

Subject

FICTION / Small Town & Rural

Audience

Young Adult

Audience range

Age (years) from 16 - 25, Grade (US)
from 11 - 16

Distributor

National Book Network

Distributor

National Book Network

Notes

Priority Area Tags: language

Curriculum Subject: English Language
arts

Grade Level: 10-12

9781771085960

 English
5.44 x 8.36 x 0.73 in
288 pages
 Nimbus Publishing

Catching the Light
By (author) Susan Sinnnott
Oct 07, 2018 |  Paperback , Trade |

This was the line between here and there. No landwash, no vague intertidal zone,
no undecided. She stood at the edge, a mass of instincts and yearnings and
despair, while the dawn painted itself in around her, shade by delicate shade.

The kids call her Lighthouse: no lights on up there. In a small town, everyone
knows when you can't read. But Cathy is just distracted by the light, lines, and
artistry of everyday life. She is a talented artist growing up in tiny Mariners Cove
and yearns for acceptance. She dreams of enrolling in art school, but getting there
will be a struggle. Hutch Parsons is everything Cathy is not: energetic, popular,
smart. Overflowing with energy, he is confident in his plans for the future. But one
icy evening his world is upended and those plans are swept away. Now he must
face a different life and his own struggle.

Dancing between points of view, Catching the Light explores the ordinary lives of
two extraordinary people. With gorgeously lyrical language and a strong sense of
place, this tender novel announces a bright new voice in Atlantic fiction. Winner
of the 2014 Percy Janes First Novel Award for an unpublished manuscript.

Contributor Bio

Susan Sinnott was born in the UK and now lives in St. John's, Newfoundland. She
was awarded the Percy Janes First Novel Award for her then-unpublished
manuscript, "Just Like Always," (Catching the Light) and an excerpt was adapted
for inclusion in Racket, an anthology of short fiction by the Port Authority writing
group, edited by Lisa Moore. Susan has also contributed to the Newfoundland
Quarterly Online.
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Atlantic Publishers Priority Areas Learning Resources 2018: English Language Arts

Subject

FICTION / General

Audience

General Trade

Distributor

Nimbus Publishing

Notes

Priority Area Tags: language

Curriculum Subject: English Language
Arts

Grade Level: 10-12

9781897426838

 English
6 x 9 in
224 pages
 Pottersfield Press

Clearing by Dawn
By (author) Maureen Hull
Sep 15, 2016 |  Paperback , Trade |

Miranda Murray lives in the city where she is immersed in the challenging and
exhausting work of creating live theatre. She loves what she does, but when she
meets a fisherman from up the coast, her life makes a ninety-degree turn. She
moves into his house, his boat, his lifestyle, and his community. Despite their
differences of opinion regarding the role of captain (his job) and crew (hers), she
goes lobster fishing with him, a job that is exhausting, exhilarating, smelly, cold,
and wet.

To keep her perspective in balance, periodically she goes back to the city to hang
out with her younger cousin and best friend, the stage manager of the theatre
where she formerly worked. He supplies her with theatrical gossip, excellent
Scotch, and reminds her of her good fortune.

Miranda and her husband raise three children and her views on child-rearing are
constantly being modified by the reality of actually living with children.

She baits traps with dead mackerel and herring, makes art, finds new friends,
fences with her mother-in-law, connects and sometimes disconnects with her
parents and siblings. She picks wild strawberries from the plots of her own private
graveyard and regularly falls in and out of love with her husband.

A gruesome discovery drives Miranda to an existential crisis. How can she deal
with life, death, the existence or non-existence of God, the fear of loss, and
knowledge of what the kids may really be up to? How can she deal with the grief
and the joy that is part of everyday life? How will she ever get the smell of old bait
out of her sleeves?
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Atlantic Publishers Priority Areas Learning Resources 2018: English Language Arts

Subject

POETRY / Canadian

Audience

General Trade

Distributor

UTP Distribution

Notes

Priority Area Tags: race, religion,
ethnicity, language, ability/disability,
socioeconomic status, gender identity,
sexual orientation

Curriculum Subject: English Language
Arts

Grade Level: 10-12

9780864923134

 English
6 x 9 x 0.84 in
312 pages

 Goose Lane Editions

Coastlines
The Poetry of Atlantic Canada
Edited by Ross Leckie   ,  Edited by Anne Compton   ,  Edited by Laurence
Hutchman   ,  Edited by Robin McGrath  
Jan 01, 2002 |  Paperback , Trade |

Atlantic Canada is enjoying a renaissance unknown since the days of Alden
Nowlan, Milton Acorn, and John Thompson. Coastlines: The Poetry of Atlantic
Canada features work by 60 of the region’s finest poets in a volume that will whet
appetites for more. The earlier poetry renaissance began in 1945, with the
establishment of The Fiddlehead magazine. In this new volume, the present
Fiddlehead editor Ross Leckie, and his collaborators Ann Compton, Laurence
Hutchman, and Robin McGrath, showcase the lasting effects of that earlier
renaissance and confidently forecast that the newest generation of Atlantic poets
will help to make poetry, once again, a pre-eminent literary form in Canada.
Coastlines provides expansive reading pleasure because of the astonishing range
of poetic intelligences it represents and the myriad ways poets find to work and
rework the topography of Atlantic culture and landscape. The earliest poems in the
anthology were written in the 1950s by the acknowledged greats — Acorn,
Nowlan, and Thompson — and by Alfred Bailey, Elizabeth Bishop, and Charles
Bruce. The collection also features work by senior poets such as Kay Smith, M.
Travis Lane, Fred Cogswell, and Douglas Lochhead, and mid-career poets such as
Elisabeth Harvor, Harry Thurston, and John Steffler. Poets of the post-1995
renaissance include Anne Simpson, Sue Sinclair, Michael Crummey, and George
Elliott Clarke, who won the 2001 Governor General’s Award; Lynn Davies, Sue
Goyette, and Carole Langille have all been recent finalists, and both Brian Bartlett
and matt robinson have won the Petra Kenney Memorial International Poetry
Prize. The newest voices in Coastlines belong to Tammy Armstrong and Geoff
Cook, whose work was selected from manuscripts published in 2002.

Contributor Bio

Ross Leckie is the Director of Creative Writing at the University of New 
Brunswick and the editor of The Fiddlehead. His most recent poetry collection is 
The Authority of Roses.
Anne Compton teaches at the University of New Brunswick, Saint John. She is the 
editor of The Edge of Home, Milton Acorn’s poems about Prince Edward Island 
and the author of a poetry collection entitled Opening the Island.
Laurence Hutchman teaches Canadian literature at the Université de Moncton, 
Edmundston. His most recent book is Beyond Borders.
Robin McGrath lives in Beachy Cove, Conception Bay, Newfoundland, and is the 
author of the poetry collection, Donovan’s Station.

Reviews

"Page after page of... splendid poetry." - Quill & Quire

"Wonderful... an enormously valuable resource for readers and teachers of
Canadian poetry... A balanced roster of established and emerging poetic voices
that reflects both the diversity and the intensity of the region's poetry...
Instructive and exciting... Coastlines is a book that will foster much pleasure and a
deeper understanding of Canadian poetry for many years to come." - University
of Toronto Quarterly
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Atlantic Publishers Priority Areas Learning Resources 2018: English Language Arts

Subject

FICTION / Mystery & Detective /
General

Audience

General Trade

Distributor

Nimbus Publishing

Notes

Priority Area Tags: socioeconomic
status, language

Curriculum Subject: English Language
Arts

Grade Level: 10-12

9781927502914

 English
6 x 9 in
300 pages

 Acorn Press

Shores Mysteries

Cod Only Knows
By (author) Hilary MacLeod  
Aug 30, 2017 |  Paperback , Trade |

Finally! A new book in the popular Shores Mysteries series! 

For the first time in thirty years, all the signs have returned to the waters off The
Shores. Signs of a presumed gone, possibly legendary giant cod. 

A photograph is the only evidence the big one ever existed. The Shores’s
mysterious Abel Mack almost landed the most giant of the giant cod the last time
they appeared. 

At all costs, two powerful men with competing interests are after the biggest cod.
They are closing in on The Shores – but the fisherman is missing. 

Ninety-year-old Abel Mack has disappeared. At the best of times, Abel is there one
minute, gone the next. His best friends and family are not sure they would
recognize him if they found him.

Is he dead, by foul play or misadventure, or dead of exposure, as Mountie Jane
Jamieson suspects? Or is he alive and sure to return, as his wife Gus Mack insists?
Does the never-at-home Abel even exist outside Gus’s memory or imagination, Hy
McAllister wonders? Or has he been kidnapped for what he knows about the
codfish? 

In this sixth Shores mystery by Hilary MacLeod, everyone is after the one that got
away. But does anything—or anyone—who is attached to The Shores ever actually
get away… alive? Cod only knows.

Contributor Bio

Hilary MacLeod is a writer and former broadcaster. She’s a graduate of McGill
University, a former news director for CHUM Ltd. in Montreal and a CBC host in
New Brunswick. She is retired from the Loyalist College in Belleville, Ontario,
where she taught Media Studies for 22 years. She currently spends her summers
in Sea View on Prince Edward Island and her winters in a quaint cottage in Prince
Edward County with two divine felines, Gus and Sophie. Cod Only Knows is her
sixth book in the Shores Mysteries series. Visit her website at hilarymacleod.ca. 

Reviews

MacLeod is a natural storyteller, superbly equipped both by her character and
experience to fashion stories of the lives of everyday people who make their living
form the sea. - Jim Napier, Ottawareviewofbooks.com
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Atlantic Publishers Priority Areas Learning Resources 2018: English Language Arts

Subject

FICTION / Literary

Audience

General Trade

Distributor

UTP Distribution

Notes

Priority Area Tags: gender,
socioeconomic status, language

Curriculum Subject: English Language
Arts

Grade Level: 10-12 

9780864924957

 English
5.5 x 8.5 x 0.68 in
268 pages

 Goose Lane Editions

Cricket in a Fist
By (author) Naomi K. Lewis  
Feb 22, 2008 |  Paperback , Trade |

One night, Agatha Winter’s phone rings. Jasmine, her 13-year-old sister, has run
away from home and needs to be picked up at the bus terminal. It’s the anniversary
of their mother’s accident and subsequent split from the family. Jasmine is
determined to exact revenge. Their mother, now a flashy self-help guru under a
new moniker, preaches "willing amnesia": liberation by deliberately forgetting and
disowning the past. But "willing amnesia" is no innovation: it runs in the family. The
girls’ grandmother and great-grandmother, both Holocaust survivors, have found
their own superficially innocuous yet fiercely destructive ways to fend off memory.
In separate struggles, the girls work to break free from the burden of their family’s
silence. Told in three major and two minor voices, Cricket in a Fist offers
sophisticated psychological insight. Lewis’s rich command of language transports
us into a world of richly imagined characters.

Contributor Bio

Naomi K. Lewis was born in England, lived in Washington DC, and grew up in
Ottawa. Her stories have been published in The Fiddlehead, The New Quarterly,
the Antigonish Review, Prairie Fire, and Grain. "The Guiding Light," a chapter of
the novel that began as a story, won The Fiddlehead Fiction Prize in 2007. Lewis
now lives in Edmonton. Cricket in a Fist is her first book-length work of fiction.

Reviews

"The emotional and psychological action in the novel is so rich and intricate that the 
reader is carried along through the decades of story without so much as a hiccup. 
This is a wonderfully well-rounded story with true-to-life characters, emotions, and 
situations, making it an impressive first effort by an obviously talented writer." - 
Quill & Qurie starred review
"Moving... genuine." - Globe and Mail
"In her passionately felt first novel, Naomi K. Lewis explores how the Holocaust 
distorts the lives of surviving generations. Cricket in a Fist asks difficult questions 
about personal freedom and the long arm of the past." - Martha Bailie
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Atlantic Publishers Priority Areas Learning Resources 2018: English Language Arts

Subject

FAMILY & RELATIONSHIPS /
Dysfunctional Families

Audience

General Trade

Distributor

UTP Distribution

Notes

Priority Area Tags: socioeconomic
status, gender,language

Curriculum Subject: Social Studies,
English Language Arts

Grade Level: 10-12

9780864926715

 English
5.5 x 8.5 x 1.04 in
322 pages

 Goose Lane Editions

Cures for Hunger
By (author) Deni Béchard  
Apr 27, 2012 |  Hardcover , Paper over boards , Printed dust jacket |

Growing up in rural British Columbia, Deni Béchard believes his charismatic father
is infallible. Wild, unpredictable, even dangerous, André is worshipped by his
young son, who believes that his father can do no wrong. When the boy discovers
his father’s true identity — and the crime sprees and prison sentences attached to
it — his imagination is set on fire. Before long, he is imagining himself as a character
in one of his father’s stories. At once attracted and repelled, Deni can’t escape the
sense that his father’s life holds the key to understanding himself and to making
sense of his own passions, aversions, and motivations. Eventually he finds himself
snared in the controlling impulses of his mysterious father and increasingly
obsessed by his father’s own muted recollections of the childhood he’d fled long
ago — his birth to a poor family in the Gaspé, his hunger for excitement and a
better life, his crimes spreading out from Québec to the American west, his identity
as ephemeral as the wind. Cures for Hunger is a gripping memoir of a young man’s
quest to understand the hunger that burns for the unattainable, the story of the
heart of a boy looking for the soul of a man and the darkness that he finds within.

Contributor Bio

Deni Béchard’s first novel, Vandal Love, won the 2007 Commonwealth Writers’
Prize for Best First Book. His articles, stories, and translations have appeared in a
number of magazines and newspapers, including the National Post, Maisonneuve,
Le Devoir, the Harvard Review, and the Harvard Divinity Bulletin. He has done
freelance reporting from northern Iraq as well as from Afghanistan, and he has
lived in over 30 countries. When he’s not travelling, he divides his time between
Montreal, Québec, and Cambridge, Massachusetts.

Reviews

"Captivating and poignant memoir... Deni Y. Béchard's prose brims with nuance as 
his characters move across a continent and leave the reader richer for 
accompanying them. ... a must-read for anyone who has mused about the ways in 
which parents' actions can affect their children... a heartfelt depiction of the long 
road taken to a better understanding of the complexity of the parent-child bond." - 
Joseph Hnatiuk, Winnipeg Free Press
"A complex tale, full of bittersweet encounters, rage, love, and sorrow." -Alexander 
Varty, istraight.com
"Best book to bring on a soul-searching solo trip: ‘Beautifully written memoir.’ " -
thetyree.ca
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Atlantic Publishers Priority Areas Learning Resources 2018: English Language Arts

Subject

FICTION / General

Distributor

Brunswick Books

Notes

Priority Area Tags: race, socioeconomic
status

Curriculum Subject: English Language
Arts

Grade Level: 10-12

9781552663691

 English
14.5 x 21 x 1.75 cm
352 pages
 Roseway Publishing
 Fernwood Publishing

Drive-by Saviours
By (author) Chris Benjamin  
Sep 15, 2010 |  Paperback , Trade

Demoralized by his job and dissatisfied with his life, Mark punches the clock with
increasing indifference. He wanted to help people; he’d always believed that as
social worker he would be able to make a difference in people’s lives. But after six
years of bureaucracy and pushing paper Mark has lost hope. All that changes when
he meets Bumi, an Indonesian restaurant worker. Moved from his small fishing
village and sent to a residential school under the authoritarian Suharto regime,
Bumi’s radical genius and obsessive-compulsive disorder raise suspicion among his
paranoid neighbours. When several local children die mysteriously the neighbours
fear reaches a fevered pitch and Bumi is forced to flee to Canada. Brought
together by a chance encounter on the subway, Mark and Bumi develop a
friendship that forces them to confront their pasts. Moving gracefully between
Canada and Indonesia and through the two men’s histories, Drive-by Saviours is
the story of desire and connection among lonely people adrift in a crowded world.

Contributor Bio

Chris Benjamin stumbled from Nova Scotia’s suburban badlands at the bewildered age of 21 years, 
clutching a hard-earned Marketing Communications degree from Dalhousie University. He has 
since been a market analyst in Waterloo, a forestry officer in St. Lucia, a farm worker in British 
Columbia, an environmental consultant in Indonesia, a researcher in Indonesia—-he published a 
summary of his work there with the University of Waterloo Press—-a hitchhiker across North 
America, an advocate for new Canadians in Toronto, a reclusive novelist in Finland, a reluctant 
train tourist in Russia, Mongolia, China and Japan, a journalist in Ghana, and an environmental 
lobbyist in Nova Scotia. Sometime along the way he picked up a Master’s degree in Environmental 
Studies from York University and a small grant from the Toronto Arts Council to write this novel, 
which won the Percy Prize for best novel in the Atlantic Writing Competition. Chris has been a 
freelance writer throughout and has published hundreds of news stories, features, essays, and 
editorials in various anthologies, newspapers, magazines, and online publications. He is now the 
Sustainable City Columnist for The Coast weekly newspaper in Halifax. 

Reviews

Chris Benjamin masterfully, magically weaves together the seemingly 
disconnected worlds of Mark, a failed social-worker-turned-unhappy-grant-
writer coming to the end of an even unhappier relationship, and Bumi, an 
Indonesian illegal immigrant on the run from his past and the ocd that dogs his 
present. Their chance encounter on a Toronto subway launches them on a 
complicated friendship that allows both men to finally confront the demons in 
their pasts and to find the hope in their futures. —?Stephen Kimber, author of 
Reparations Chris Benjamin’s debut novel is part contemporary fiction, part social 
commentary and part kick-in-the-ass storytelling. Although refreshingly unique in 
its portrayal of Indonesia’s cultural landscape, with its universal themes of greed, 
betrayal, family and redemption, Drive-by Saviours transcends both time and 
place. Through weaving Bumi’s tenacity with Mark’s ennui, Benjamin skillfully 
elucidates how globalization entangles us all in an artificially exploitive web and 
how escape can only be found through creating genuine bonds, those that deeply 
connect us one to another. —?Carla Gunn, author of Amphibian
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Atlantic Publishers Priority Areas Learning Resources 2018: English Language Arts

Subject

JUVENILE FICTION / Science Fiction

Audience

Juvenile

Distributor

UTP Distribution

Notes

Priority Area Tags: language

Curriculum Subject: English Language
Arts

Grade Level: 10-12

9781550813579

 English
5.25 x 7.5 x 0.5 in
272 pages
 Breakwater Books Ltd.

Edge of Time
By (author) Susan MacDonald  
Aug 01, 2011 |  Paperback , Trade |

Moonberam Children's Book Awards 2012, Winner

GOLD Winner, YA Science Fiction and Fantasy, Moonbeam Children’s Book
Awards

Someone wants Alec dead. Someone who can invade innocent bystanders, bending
their will to his, forcing them to murder. Someone who can travel through multiple
dimensions, has powers beyond Earthly experience, and knows everything Alec
knows. How do you fight someone like that? Riley is a target too. And like Alec, a
target of more than just someone. The Tyons have come to Earth, looking for kids
like Riley and Alec. Kids with special genetic traits they aren’t even aware of and
don’t know how to control. It’s a race against time. Do Alec and Riley have the edge
they need to save themselves, and more importantly, the world?

Contributor Bio
Susan M. MacDonald had lived in half the provinces of Canada before settling in
Newfoundland and Labrador in 1998. She sent her first manuscript to a publisher
in grade six, but was politely rejected. A life-long reader of science fiction and
fantasy, she began writing in earnest thirty years later.

Reviews

"It's the best kind of story – kids with troubles of their own suddenly find
themselves the targets of assassins while even weirder people claim to be
protecting them. And Susan M. MacDonald is the best kind of writer – she drops
you into the middle of the action and makes you care what happens so you can
hardly stand to put the book aside until you've finished. Best of all, it's her first
book. That means she's got more novels as good as this one just waiting to be
written." - Orson Scott Card, Ender’s Game and Speaker for the Dead
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Atlantic Publishers Priority Areas Learning Resources 2018: English Language Arts

Subject

YOUNG ADULT FICTION / Social
Themes / Dating & Sex

Audience

Young Adult

Audience range

Age (years) from 13 - 18, Grade (US)
exact 4, Reading age from 8 - 9

Reading Levels

Lexile measure: HL550L

Distributor

Formac Lorimer Book Distributing
Ltd.

Distributor

Lerner Publisher Services

Notes

Priority Area Tags: race, ethnicity,
socioeconomic status, gender

Curriculum Subject: English Language
Arts

Grade Level: 10-12

9781459412378

 English
5.25 x 7.5 x 0.5 in
176 pages
 Lorimer
 James Lorimer & Company Ltd.,

Publishers

Lorimer SideStreets

Epic Fail
By (author) Cristy Watson  
Aug 15, 2017 |  Paperback , Trade |

CCBC Best Books for Kids & Teens 2018, Winner

This book tells a tough but realistic story about teen relationships and sexual
assault and how social media plays a role in magnifying its impact.

In suburban Vancouver, in a multiracial mixed-income neighbourhood, three 14-
year-old friends, a boy and two girls, go to a party organized by the boy's older
brother. One of the girls, who comes from a mixed-race Aboriginal/Caucasian
family of lower socio-economic standing, is raped, which has very serious
consequences on her mental health.

Two years later, photos of the crime and the victim show up on social media and
the girl's friend decides to confirm the victim's account of her experience — and
confirm that the assailant was his own brother's good buddy. His actions of first
remaining silent, then finally speaking up, have unexpected consequences for
everyone — including him.

This novel reflects the complexities that teens face dealing with the rape culture
many young men participate in and how it is intensified by social media.

Contributor Bio

CRISTY WATSON is passionate about teaching and writing. She lives near the
beach in White Rock, B.C., where she hosts an open mic at her local coffee shop.
She is the award-winning author of five other novels Benched, Living Rough, On
Cue, Cutter Boy, and Dead to Me. She was a 2017 PNBA Book Award Nominee
for On Cue.

Reviews

"I+liked+that this story is told from the point of view of a 16 year old boy. The
majority of books I've read about sexual assault are told primarily from a female
perspective." - Reviewer,, NetGalley

"Watson's+novel+is topical and the issues deserve to be depicted in literary form
... [she writes engaging, high interest novels." - Adam C. Hunt, teacher,, CM:
Canadian Review of Materials
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Subject

BIOGRAPHY & AUTOBIOGRAPHY /
LGBT

Audience

General Trade

Distributor

Brunswick Books

Notes

Priority Area Tags: sexual orientation,
gender

Curriculum Subject: English Language
Arts

Grade Level: 10-12

9781552667019

 English
6 x 9 x 0.5 in
230 pages
 Roseway Publishing
 Fernwood Publishing

Exiled for Love
The Journey of an Iranian Queer Activist
By (author) Arsham Parsi   ,  By (author) Marc Colbourne  
Mar 31, 2015 |  Paperback , Trade |

Finalist for the 2016 Lambda Literary Award for Gay Memoir/Biography

To be gay in Iran means to live in the shadow of death. The country’s harsh Islamic
code of Lavat is used to execute gay men, and LGBT individuals who avoid
execution are often subjected to severe lashings, torture and imprisonment. It
was in this unforgiving environment that Arsham Parsi came to terms with his
identity as a gay man.

When a close friend committed suicide after his family learned he was gay,
Arsham felt compelled to act. Risking his life as well as the safety of his family, he
used the anonymity of the Internet to speak out about the human rights abuses
against LGBT people in his country. In 2005 Parsi learned that an order had been
issued for his arrest and execution. He was forced to seek refuge in neighbouring
Turkey until, thirteen months later, he was granted asylum in Canada.

Exiled for Love follows Parsi’s incredible journey from his first understanding of
his sexual orientation to his eventual exile. It explores the reality for LGBT people
in Iran through the deeply personal and inspiring story of his life, escape and
continuing work.

Contributor Bio

Arsham Parsi is the founder and executive director of the Iranian Railroad for
Queer Refugees. His work has earned him several human rights awards including
the 2008 Felipa de Souza Award from the International Gay and Lesbian Human
Rights Commission and the 2008 Pride Toronto Award.

Marc Colbourne writes to inform and connect readers to important social issues.
His work explores the experiences of marginalized communities and brings voice
to the people and issues that are often silenced.

Reviews

“An insightful journey into the life of one of the — if not THE most — tireless, 
effective and acclaimed advocates for Iranian queer refugees … serves as an 
engaging doorway into a deeper understanding of our queer brothers and sisters 
who are forced to flee simply because of whom they love.”
- Gilles Marchildon, former executive director of Egale Canada
“The eye-opening, insightful, moving and unique story of Arsham’s amazing 
personal journey as an Iranian gay man — a very different, more perilous journey 
than that of the average western gay person.”
- Peter Tatchell, Director of the Peter Tatchell Foundation
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Subject

POETRY / General

Audience

General Trade

Distributor

Nimbus Publishing

Notes

Priority Area Tags: ethnicity, race

Curriculum Subject: English Language
Arts, Social Studies - African Canadian
Studies

Grade Level: 10-12

9781897426890

 English
6 x 9 in
126 pages
 Pottersfield Press

Expect the Unexpected
Stories from the North End
By (author) Guyleigh Johnson  
Sep 30, 2016 |  Paperback , Trade |

Expect the Unexpected is a highly charged first collection of spoken word poetry
based on the lives of inner city youth. It's deep, raw, uncut, and unflinching in
telling their stories. Each poem will take you into the inner life of young people
trying to survive in a hostile world.

The poet explores the common connection we all share, which is pain. There are
stories here of jail time, teenage motherhood, broken hearts and homes. But there
is also hope here. Johnson has tapped into the hard times and the hard luck of the
lives she?s observed and found the words to describe the pathway from pain to
happiness.

Here are poems created to break barriers, stigmas, and stereotypes that keep us
all stuck in darkness, poems to open hearts and minds. As Johnson asserts,
"Trouble will not last, for we will overcome any obstacle thrown our way. Our
environment will not make us. We will make our environment."

Contributor Bio
Guyleigh Johnson is a young spoken word artist born and raised in North End
Dartmouth, Nova Scotia, who has been passionate about writing since the age of
four. This is her first book.
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FICTION / Historical / General

Audience

General Trade

Distributor

Flanker Press

Notes

Priority Area Tags: ability/disability

Curriculum Subject: English Language
Arts

Grade Level: 10-12

9781894463614

 English
5.5 x 8.5 x 0.69 in
224 pages
 Pennywell Books
 Flanker Press

Far From Home
Dr. Grenfell's Little Orphan
By (author) Nellie P. Strowbridge  
Sep 27, 2004 |  Paperback , Trade |

Heritage and History Award 2006, Short-listed

Clarissa, eleven, has been orphaned by a disease that has kept her far from home
for as long as she can remember. Despite the many inmates in Dr. Grenfell's
Children's Home on Newfoundland's northern tip, she lives a lonely life. She longs
to be able to do something as simple as pushing her feet into boots in a blink and
skipping down the road holding hands with Cora, her best friend.

Will Clarissa get to go home? If so, what will she discover about her past that will
help her understand why she spent her childhood at the orphanage? There are
times when she is not sure if she wants to go home. What if she doesn't like
anyone there? Worse—what if no one likes her?

The story begins in 1924 at St. Anthony, with flashbacks to earlier times. One
bright memory is folded in a blue handkerchief, which is given to her by a kind
nurse and carried to the end like a security blanket.

Contributor Bio
Nellie P. Strowbridge is one of Newfoundland and Labrador’s most beloved, prolific, 
and respected authors. She is the winner of provincial and national awards and has 
been published nationally and internationally. Her work is capsuled in the National 
Archives as Newfoundland’s winner in Canada’s Stamp of Approval Award for a 
letter written to Canada 2117. Strowbridge, a former columnist and editorial writer, 
an essayist and an award-winning poet, is a seventeen-time winner in the 
Newfoundland and Labrador Arts Awards. She has been Writer in the Library, a 
mentor to young writers, an adjudicator in the Provincial Arts and Letters Awards, an 
assessor on the Newfoundland and Labrador Grants Committee, and a judge on the 
Newfoundland and Labrador Book Awards. She has held school workshops in 
Canada and Ireland and also hosted a Seminar/Gabfest for International Women’s 
Day in Cobh, Ireland, where she was writer-in-residence. The Canadian Embassy in 
Dublin also sponsored a reading and reception. She has also read from her work 
during a bus tour in Scotland. Nellie is a member of The Writers’ Alliance of 
Newfoundland and Labrador,.
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Subject

POETRY / Canadian

Audience

General Trade

Distributor

UTP Distribution

Notes

Priority Area Tags: language

Curriculum Subject: English Language
Arts

Grade Level: 10-12

9780864928726

 English
5.5 x 8.5 x 0.32 in
98 pages
 icehouse poetry
 Goose Lane Editions

Fauxccasional Poems
By (author) Daniel Scott Tysdal  
Sep 15, 2015 |  Paperback , Trade |

In Fauxccasional Poems, Daniel Scott Tysdal imagines himself into poetic voices
not his own, writing to commemorate events that never occurred, for the
posterity of alternative universes — and the delight of our own. From the reign of
the first philosopher king once envisioned by Plato, to the twelfth-century
Iroquois colonization of Europe, to Barack Obama's career as a poet, to the
lasting peace to come under the rule of the Democratic Kampuchea Global Party,
Tysdal envisions the paths not taken and what might have been. In these poems,
the crew of the Enola Gay refuse to drop the atomic bomb on Hiroshima, John F.
Kennedy evades assassination, and Karl Marx moonlights as an agent
provocateur for a capitalist consortium.

In a dizzying display of poetic insight, technical prowess, and playful parody,
Fauxccasional Poems brings these alternate universes to life, forcing the reader
to ponder the contingency of history and how each moment brings us to a
thousand turning points. Despite our certainties, nothing is ever as it seems, and
the future unfolds against our best designs. History is an unreliable vessel for the
upwelling of our deepest hopes and fears, and in Tysdal's hands poetry shakes
history by the lapels and shouts, "Wake up! Your time is now!"

Contributor Bio
Daniel Scott Tysdal is the author of two previous books of poetry, The Mourner's
Book of Albums and Predicting the Next Big Advertising Breakthrough Using a
Potentially Dangerous Method, winner of the ReLit Award for Poetry, the Anne
Szumigalski Poetry Award, and the John V. Hicks Award. Tysdal's poems have also
appeared in numerous literary journals and anthologies. His book The Writing
Moment: A Practical Guide to Creating Poems was recently published by Oxford
University Press. He teaches English at the University of Toronto Scarborough.

Reviews

"With its stunning range of forms and styles, Fauxccasional Poems is a feast for
any poetry lover." - Winnipeg Free Press

"Playful, dense, and brilliantly executed." - The Town Crier

"Tysdal channels the best fantasists and speculative writers, imaging all manner
of premises and oddities, and in so doing, gives us a deeper appreciation of our
own reality." - Hamilton Arts & Letters

"What really marks this collection is Tysdal’s obvious fascination with and
devotion to various poetic forms, both historical curiosities and ones still
favoured by poets. There's something here for every news speculator, English
major, and creative writing student." - Saskatoon Star Phoenix
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Subject

FICTION / Family Life / General

Audience

General Trade

Distributor

Flanker Press

Notes

Priority Area Tags: socioeconomic
status

Curriculum Subject: English Language
Arts

Grade Level: 10-12

9781771175258

 English
5.5 x 8.5 x 0.72 in
274 pages
 Flanker Press

From a Good Home
By (author) Trudi Johnson  
Apr 14, 2016 |  Paperback , Trade |

Every family has its secrets.

In 1935, Hannah Parsons left her home in Bonavista Bay, Newfoundland, at the age of
seventeen to work in service for Charles and Virginia Sinclair, a wealthy St. John's
family. While working for them, Hannah catches the eye of the patriarch of the
household, and her life takes an unexpected turn.

Now, sixty years later, Charles Sinclair has passed, and his last living will and
testament is about to throw his family into turmoil. His children and grandchildren
learn that no family is as perfect as it seems, and that some secrets refuse to stay
buried forever.

From a Good Home is a novel of family legacy among the St. John's aristocracy. It is
Trudi Johnson's first book.

Contributor Bio
Trudi (White) Johnson was born and grew up in St. John’s, though her family’s
roots are in Bonavista Bay. She graduated from Memorial University with a B.A.,
B.Ed., and M.Ed., and taught for ten years in the K-12 school system in White Bay
and Labrador City. She returned to Memorial in the 1990s and completed a
doctoral degree in Newfoundland and Labrador history, specializing in
matrimonial law and inheritance practices. Currently, she is an associate professor
in the Faculty of Education at Memorial University, where she enjoys teaching pre-
service teachers and researches effective teaching and teacher efficacy. In
addition to writing fiction set in Newfoundland, she likes to garden, read murder
mysteries, and obsess about hockey and baseball. Through her writing, she hopes
her readers will come to understand the special connections that we all have to our
past and appreciate how those who came before us shaped our lives. She is
currently working on a sequel to From a Good Home. Trudi lives in St. John’s with
her husband, Albert.
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Subject

SOCIAL SCIENCE / Criminology

Audience

General Trade

Distributor

Formac Lorimer Book Distributing
Ltd.

Notes

Priority Area Tags: socioeconomic
status, race

Curriculum Subject: English Language
Arts, Health Education

Grade Level: 10-12

9781459406254

 English
6 x 9 x 1 in
214 pages
 Lorimer
 James Lorimer & Company Ltd.,

Publishers

Gang Life
10 of the toughest tell their stories
By (author) Mark Totten  
Mar 27, 2014 |  Paperback , Trade |

For the first time, here's a no-holds-barred inside account of life for criminal gang
members in cities and towns across Canada.

Mark Totten has slowly gained the confidence of gang members in many
Canadian cities and small towns, and he knows enough to get the real goods from
these men and women. In this book he tells the life stories -- so far -- of ten gang
members drawn from across the country. Murderers, rapists, addicts, drug
traffickers, victims of child abuse, abusers themselves -- these are people who
many consider the worst of the worst.

But from their life stories, a more nuanced and complex picture emerges. The
circumstances and events which lead children and teens into criminal life become
clearer.

Meet:

Jake, a 28-year-old former neo-Nazi skinhead gang member who beat people up
"just for the fun of it," then became a drug dealer and a freelance enforcer for
organized crime groups

Kim, a Cree woman with two addicted parents who joined her gang at 14, kept
off drugs, and ran a group of prostitutes until going to jail -- at just 16

Dillon, a Latino-Canadian, sexually and physically abused as a young boy, a drug
dealer and gang leader in high school and later head of a local chapter of a major
international gang until he was "honoured" out

No one will think the same way about criminal gang members and the
circumstances that lead to a life in crime after reading this compelling and
revealing book.

Contributor Bio

MARK TOTTEN is a professor of criminal justice at Humber College in Toronto
whose research focuses on organized crime, corrections, sexual exploitation,
human trafficking, mental health, violence, and gender identity. Over the past
decade, he has collaborated with groups in Ontario and Western Canada in the
development and evaluation of multi-year gang prevention, intervention, and
suppression strategies.

Reviews

"Anyone who thinks Canada does not have a serious gang-violence problem should 
take off their rose-coloured glasses and read Mark Totten's chilling book." - Robert 
Rotenberg, author of Stranglehold
"Messy, sometimes tender, always brutal, Mark Totten?s stories of ten different 
gang-bangers all inhabit the feral streets of our inner cities. In clear and 
unsentimental prose he draws a line from early poverty and abuse towards 
addiction and violence, a line as straight and undeniable as destiny." - Stephen 
Reid, author of A Crowbar in the Buddhist Garden
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Subject

FICTION / Literary

Audience

General Trade

Distributor

UTP Distribution

Notes

Priority Area Tags: socioeconomic
status, race, language

Curriculum Subject: English Language
Arts

Grade Level: 10-12

9780864925251

 English
5.5 x 8.5 x 0.88 in
376 pages

 Goose Lane Editions

Going Fast
By (author) Elaine McCluskey  
Mar 01, 2009 |  Paperback , Trade |

In this punchy, uproarious romp of a novel, the Halifax boxing world — peopled
with has-beens, wannabes, and posers dressed in spandex, leopard prints, and tie-
die — touches gloves with the colourful world of sports reporting. Both groups
need something hot with speedy delivery. Enter a cast of misfits. There’s Turmoil
Davies, an enigmatic Trinidadian heavyweight poised to storm the Halifax boxing
world. There’s Ownie Flanagan, an old-school trainer who scans the obituaries for
odd names and trains men with more ambition than talent. He’s looking for "one
real fighter" before he retires and believes Turmoil is it. And then there’s Scott
MacDonald, a journalist assigned to the boxing beat — a grotty but welcome
getaway that promises to let him relive his own glory days through other men’s
sweat. With a wicked sense of humour, Elaine McCluskey conjures a larger-than-
life world where spotty turf is defended with klutzy bravado down to the final,
unpredictable ten-count.

Contributor Bio

Elaine McCluskey grew up in a boxing household. She is a former news editor and
bureau chief of the Canadian Press in Halifax and has also worked as a reporter at
CBC-TV and the Halifax Chronicle-Herald. Her debut short story collection, The
Watermelon Social, was shortlisted for the Margaret and John Savage First Book
Award. Her fiction has been shortlisted for the Journey Prize and published in
The Fiddlehead, The Antigonish Review, The Dalhousie Review, The Gaspereau
Review and Room of One’s Own.

Reviews

"A linguistic tour de force. Elaine McCluskey's probing eye for detail is as
relentless as a welterweight." - Leo McKay Jr.

"Going Fast is tender and tough-minded, compassionate and dark, well-written
and frequently hilarious. Elaine McCluskey has written a stunning debut novel." -
Paul Quarrington
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Subject

FICTION / General

Audience

General Trade

Distributor

Flanker Press

Notes

Priority Area Tags: language

Curriculum Subject: English Language
Arts

Grade Level: 10-12

9781771176583

 English
5.5 x 8.5 x 0.39 in
229 pages
 Flanker Press

Growing Up Next to The Mental
By (author) Brian Callahan   ,  Edited by Robin McGrath
Jun 06, 2018 |  Paperback , Trade |

Contributor Bio
Brian Callahan was born in St. John’s and is a graduate of St. Bonaventure’s and
Brother Rice High School. He completed two years of English and political science
courses at Memorial University before getting his start in media with the former
Q93 and KIXXFM radio station in downtown St. John’s. But the bulk of his career
was spent at the Evening Telegram, later the Telegram, as a reporter and editor for
just over seventeen years, from 1990 to 2007. He subsequently went to work for
his former Telegram colleague Ryan Cleary at the Independent newspaper before
its unfortunate demise in 2008. In September 2009, Brian began working with the
CBC as a commentator, news and current affairs producer, online reporter, and
periodic host of the Fisheries Broadcast. In 2016, after nearly thirty years in
journalism, Brian took a step back and decided to focus more on his own writing
and music. He currently works as a parliamentary transcription editor with the
Hansard division of the House of Assembly. When he’s not in the office, he
continues work on the next instalment of Wish Mooney’s adventures and enjoys
playing gigs with his rock band, The Mics. Brian is also a sports junkie and loves
playing a game of ball when time and schedule permit.
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Subject

JUVENILE FICTION / Social Themes
/ Death & Dying

Audience

Juvenile

Audience range

Age (years) from 8 - 12

Distributor

Nimbus Publishing

Notes

Priority Area Tags: language

Curriculum Subject: English Language
Arts

Grade Level: 10-12

9781773660073

 English
5.5 x 7.5 in
168 pages
 Acorn Press

Headliner
By (author) Susan White  
May 18, 2018 |  Paperback , Trade |

Franny Callaghan feels invisible. With a missing mother only seen occasionally who
speaks to the family through the closed door of her bedroom or the ensuite
bathroom and a father and younger sister, who travel most of the time, home long
enough to wash their underwear and re-pack before heading to the next
competition so her sister can be an Olympic speed skater, Franny feels alone most
of the time.

Franny’s brother died a few years before and is only seen in the photos on the wall.
Her family hasn’t spoken of him since the day of his big funeral and all the news
coverage of the tragic accident that killed eight members of the Ridgewood High
School Orchestra and one his teachers. And Franny Callaghan remains... just the
awkward middle kid in a family that used to look like everyone else’s.

What if Franny just took off to go see her brother’s favorite band on the one year
anniversary of his death? Maybe that would be the jolt her family so badly needed.

Contributor Bio

Susan White was born in New Brunswick and as a teenager her family moved to
the Kingston Peninsula and she only left long enough to earn her BA and BEd at
St. Thomas University in Fredericton. She and her husband raised four children
and ran a small farm while she taught elementary school. Since retiring she is
grateful to now have the time to work on her writing and the freedom to regularly
visit her grandchildren in Alberta. She is the author of Waiting for Still Water,
Maple Sugar Pie and four middle-grade novels, including the Ann Connor Brimer
Award winning novel The Year Mrs. Montague Cried.
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Subject

POETRY / General

Audience

General Trade

Distributor

Brunswick Books

Notes

Priority Area Tags: race, socioeconomic
status

Curriculum Subject: English Language
Arts

Grade Level: 10-12

9781552669587

 English
6 x 9 x 0.25 in
88 pages
 Fernwood Publishing

Human Misunderstanding
By (author) Kathy Mac  
Feb 01, 2017 |  Paperback , Trade |

Human Misunderstanding is the latest work by award-winning poet Kathy Mac.
The first of the book’s three long poems compares a fictional child soldier (a hero)
with a real child soldier (a victim). The second juxtaposes eighteenth century
philosophy with one person’s search for another in downtown Halifax. The final
poem explores two court cases in which an immigrant faces deportation, and
torture, if found guilty of assault in a Canadian court.

Contributor Bio

Kathy Mac teaches at Saint Thomas University and was shortlisted for the
Governor General’s Award in 2002 for Nail Builders Plan for Strength and
Growth. When Kathy Mac, ronin romantic and Hundefräulein Emeritus, is
spotted striding across the barrens around Sambro Head, Nova Scotia, she is
generally trying to keep a variable number of dogs in sight while musing on the
twisted paths that led a confirmed cat afficionado into such constant caninity.

Reviews

Kathy Mac sees inside language-as-propaganda, identifying all the twists and turns 
that facts suffer as they become half-truths or false justifications for evils, She 
knows and shows that the rhetoric of the War on Terror enacts a War on Truth. 
Accept no substitutes for her truth-telling, which is liberating.
- George Elliott Clarke, Parliamentary Poet Laureate
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FICTION / Literary

Audience

General Trade

Distributor

UTP Distribution

Notes

Priority Area Tags: gender, language

Curriculum Subject: English Language
Arts

Grade Level: 10-12

9780864928894

 English
5 x 8 x 0.94 in
378 pages

 Goose Lane Editions

Into the Current
By (author) Jared Young  
Sep 20, 2016 |  Paperback , Trade |

ReLit Awards 2017, Short-listed

Long-shortlisted, 2017 ReLit Awards

Daniel Solomon is not having a good day. Somewhere between Bangkok and
Tokyo, zipping through the stratosphere, the jetliner on which he's travelling
cracks open like an egg, ejecting Daniel and his fellow passengers into the great
blue sky.

If only that were the worst of it.

Thousands of feet above the merciless Earth, still strapped into his seat, his
cherished comics fluttering away like freed parrots, Daniel finds out what it
means to have your life flash before your eyes.

Time stops, the wreckage of the plane freezes in place, postponing the inevitable
end, and Daniel finds that he can transport himself back into his past. Re-
experiencing his memories in real time, but helpless to change the present, he
plunges into the detritus of his all-but-concluded life.

In this daring and often hilarious novel, Jared Young defies the laws of physics
and the conventions of narrative to explore the twists and turns of great sex and
bad decisions, chance and grand design, and the moments of truth that can turn
disaster into a mere interruption on the horizon.

Contributor Bio
Jared Young grew up in Yellowknife, Northwest Territories, and currently resides
in Ottawa. His writing has appeared in the Toronto Star, Bangkok Post, Ottawa
Citizen, Maisonneuve, and the Walrus; it has also been anthologized in
McSweeney's. He is the co-founder of Dear Cast and Crew (dearcastandcrew.com)
and a creative director at the advertising agency McMillan.

Reviews

"A vertiginous, disorienting thrill ride that marks the emergence of an excellent
new voice." - Hal Niedzviecki

"Into the Current is a tornado of a quarter-life-crisis novel: a fast paced, funny,
philosophical, international, unforgettable romp through sex, death, regret, and all
the other small-and-large moments that make up a life cleverly remembered." -
Todd Babiak

"The novel’s prose and structure, even its typography, are inventive. An incisive
novel on gender and what it means to truly love someone." - Jade Colbert, The
Globe and Mail

"Young has found a way to write what we are thinking, but don’t know quite how
to say ourselves." - Genevieve MacIntyre, Atlantic Books Today
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FICTION / Literary

Audience

General Trade

Distributor

UTP Distribution

Notes

Priority Area Tags: socioeconomic
status, language

Curriculum Subject: English Language
Arts

Grade Level: 10-12

9780864925237

 English
5.5 x 8.5 x 0.48 in
192 pages

 Goose Lane Editions

Jake and the Kid
By (author) W.O. Mitchell  
Oct 24, 2008 |  Paperback , Trade |

When Ma, the Kid, her twelve year old son, and Jake, the hired man, first appeared
on the pages of Maclean’s and shortly after on CBC Radio, the lively boy and his
cranky hero found their way into the hearts of thousands of readers. Now, in this
new edition of Jake and the Kid, Crocus, a prairie town in the forties and fifties,
comes alive once again. In these lovingly rendered stories, we encounter the
glorious minutia of small town life on the Canadian prairie. Jake and the Kid are
surrounded by an entire community of richly eccentric characters: old Sam
Gatenby, a rival to Jake and just as cantankerous; Miss Henchbaw, the stern and
proper Rabbit Hill schoolteacher; and Mayor MacTaggart, the owner of the town’s
General Store. In all, W.O. Mitchell created about eighty characters to populate
the town, including Daddy Johnson, the oldest man in Canada; Repeat Golightly,
the philosophizing barber; and Professor Noble Winesinger, a conman with a heart.
Touching and laugh-out-loud funny in equal measure, this classic Canadian story
collection epitomizes the magic of W.O. Mitchell’s storytelling. Pitting tall tale
against reality, Mitchell delivers a realm resplendent with a vibrant setting, a
compelling cast of characters, and everyday events that speak directly to what it
means to be human.

Contributor Bio

W.O. Mitchell’s critically acclaimed novel, The Kite, is a humorous yet touching
story of a journalist’s worst nightmare. Set in the Prairie backwater of Shelby,
Alberta, seasoned reporter and minor television celebrity David Lang arrives to
write a magazine feature on the town’s oldest living citizen, the 111-year-old
curmudgeon Daddy Sherry. Still recovering from the disappointments of a
fatherless childhood, the uptight David just wants to file his story as quickly as
possible and hightail it back to Toronto. But he hasn’t reckoned on the
cantankerous cunning of Daddy Sherry. As David chases his recalcitrant subject
all over town, he begins to understand the meaning of life and finds love and
happiness for the first time. This new edition of The Kite coincided with the
publication of a newly discovered and never-before-published edition of the
novel in audio format, featuring Mitchell’s own reading. It also introduces a whole
new generation of readers to the rampaging Daddy Sherry, a holy terror whom
Margaret Laurence considered to be Mitchell’s "best and most complete
character."Reviews

"The stories are as fresh as ever as one is lead with warmth and compassion
through tales that release knowing chuckles and outright laughter, offset by the
poignancy of life." - Rose Burke, The Daily Gleaner
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BIOGRAPHY & AUTOBIOGRAPHY /
General

Audience

General Trade

Distributor

Brunswick Books

Notes

Priority Area Tags: ability/disability,
socioeconomic status

Curriculum Subject: Health Education,
English Language Arts

Grade Level: 10-12

9781552669235

 English
5.5 x 8.5 x 0.25 in
188 pages
 Roseway Publishing
 Fernwood Publishing

Just Jen
Thriving Through Multiple Sclerosis
By (author) Jen Powley  
Apr 30, 2017 |  Paperback , Trade |

Margaret and John Savage First Book Award – Non-Fiction 2017,
Winner

Winner of the 2017 Margaret and John Savage First Book Award – Non-
Fiction!

Jen Powley was diagnosed with multiple sclerosis at fifteen. By thirty-five, she
had lost the use of her arms and legs.

Just Jen is a powerful memoir that tells the story of Powley’s life at the time of her
diagnosis, and the infinite, irrevocable ways it has changed since. Powley’s writing
pulls no punches. She is lively, bold and unapologetic, answering questions people
are often afraid to ask about living with a progressive disease. And yet, these
snapshots from Powley’s life are not tinged with anger or despair. Just Jen is a
powerful, uplifting and unforgettable work by an author who has laid her life —
and her body — bare in order to survive.

Just Jen: Thriving Through Multiple Sclerosis - Book
Trailer 1
from Fernwood Publishing

02:06

Contributor Bio

Born and raised in a small farming community in Alberta, Jen Powley now lives in
Halifax, Nova Scotia.

Reviews

At its core, Just Jen is a story about realistic hope. Powley shows us what it means 
to fully engage with the world on our own terms.
- Quill and Quire
This memoir is a gift to read. In her uncompromising demand for an authentic life, 
Jen Powley boldly leads us down the rocky roads she’s had to navigate with her 
career, lovers, and a rotating cast of roommates and assistants. Even as she 
illuminates some of the darkest corners of her disease, Powley’s resilience, 
humanity and scrappy sense of humour shine through on every page.
- Sarah Mian, author of When the Saints
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Subject

FICTION / Literary

Audience

General Trade

Distributor

UTP Distribution

Notes

Priority Area Tags: gender, language,
ethnicity, socioeconomic status

Curriculum Subject: English Language
Arts

Grade Level: 10-12

9780864928689

 English
5 x 8 x 0.37 in
142 pages

 Goose Lane Editions

Sagouine
By (author) Antonine Maillet   ,  Translated by Wayne Grady  
Nov 17, 2015 |  Paperback , Trade |

The premise is deceptively simple: a dirt-poor charwoman and former prostitute
leans on her mop and tells her life story. But what a story! As she reminisces and
rants, telling stories about herself, her friends and neighbours, the priest and his
church, and every other aspect of life in her village, she is actually telling the story
of Acadie.

More than 30 years after its first publication in English, and five years since
Wayne Grady completed this new translation, La Sagouine is available in this
new, updated edition. Faithfully interpreting Antonine Maillet's distinctive text,
Wayne Grady brings out the cultural richness of the language as well as La
Sagouine's strength of character and irrepressible humour.

La Sagouine launched the careers of both Antonine Maillet and the actress Viola
Léger. With sales of over 100,000 copies, it brought the existence of Acadian
literature to a wide and admiring audience.

Contributor Bio

Antonine Maillet is one of Canada’s best-known writers. Among her many
honours are the Prix Goncourt, which she received for her novel Pélagie-la-
charette, the first non-French citizen to do so, and the Governor General’s Award
for fiction for Don L’Orignal, both available in translation from Goose Lane
Editions.

Wayne Grady is one of Canada’s premiere literary translators. He has also
translated fourteen works of fiction from the French, by authors such as Antonine
Maillet, Yves Beauchemin, and Danny Laferrière. He won the Governor General’s
Award for his translation of Maillet’s On the Eighth Day, a book available from
Goose Lane Editions.
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Subject

FICTION / Mystery & Detective /
Police Procedural

Audience

General Trade

Distributor

National Book Network

Distributor

National Book Network

Distributor

National Book Network

Notes

Priority Area Tags: socioeconomic
status

Curriculum Subject: English Language
Arts

Grade Level: 10-12

9781771085083

 English
5.52 x 8.48 x 0.59 in
224 pages
 Vagrant Press
 Nimbus Publishing

Last Lullaby
By (author) Alice Walsh  
Mar 07, 2018 |  Paperback , Trade |

It’s the little things criminals do that give them away.

Set in the fictional town of Paddy’s Arm, Newfoundland, Alice Walsh’s debut
mystery novel is at once harrowing and homey, equal parts police procedural and
diner gossip. When Claire and Bram’s only child dies suddenly, it at first appears to
be a case of crib death. But when the real cause of death indicates homicide and
Claire is arrested as the number-one suspect, her friend, lawyer Lauren LaVallee,
promises she’ll do everything she can to prove Claire’s innocence.

As Lauren combs Paddy’s Arm for suspects, amid department politics and small-
town talk, leads abound. Why are professors Frances and Annabelle being so
secretive about their adopted daughter? What’s behind a troubled student’s
sudden disappearance? And who is the mysterious platinum blonde observed at
the scene of the crime? Meanwhile, Lauren’s own secret—a case that almost cost
her her career back in Montreal—and the sudden return of an ex-lover who wants
back in her life, threaten to overwhelm the investigation altogether.

Contributor Bio

Alice Walsh writes fiction and non-fiction for children and adults. She studied
early childhood education, has an MA in English, and has worked as a preschool
teacher and creative writing instructor. Her juvenile novel, Pomiuk: Prince of the
North (Beach Holme), won the Ann Connor Brimer Award. Her recent picture
book, A Change of Heart (Nimbus), was shortlisted for the 2017–18 Hackmatack
Award for Non-fiction. Alice grew up in Newfoundland and currently lives in
Nova Scotia.
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Subject

BIOGRAPHY & AUTOBIOGRAPHY /
Women

Audience

General Trade

Distributor

Nimbus Publishing Ltd

Notes

Priority Area Tags: ability/disability

Curriculum Subject: Social Studies,
English Language Arts, Health
Education

Grade Level: 10-12

9781895415568

 English
6 x 9 x 0.38 in
168 pages
 Breton Books

Listen to the Wind
By (author) Mary Ellen Tramble  
Jan 01, 2001 |  Paperback , Trade |

A rare and fascinating story of a life with schizophrenia. With the power of a novel,
and laced with her small, strong poems, this book is a pleasure as well as art.

220

10-12



Atlantic Publishers Priority Areas Learning Resources 2018: English Language Arts

Subject

POETRY / American / African
American

Audience

General Trade

Distributor

Brunswick Books

Notes

Priority Area Tags: race

Curriculum Subject: English Language
Arts

Grade Level: 10-12

9781552666784

 English
6 x 9 x 0.25 in
136 pages
 Roseway Publishing
 Fernwood Publishing

Live from the Afrikan Resistance!
By (author) El Jones  
Sep 15, 2014 |  Paperback , Trade |

Live from the Afrikan Resistance! is the first collection of spoken word poetry by
Halifax’s fifth Poet Laureate, El Jones. These poems speak of community and
struggle. They are grounded in the political culture of African Nova Scotia and
inherit the styles and substances of hip- hop, dub and calypso’s political
commentary. They engage historical themes and figures and analyze
contemporary issues — racism, environmental racism, poverty and, violence — as
well as confront the realities of life as a Black woman. The voice is urgent,
uncompromising and passionate in its advocacy and demands. One of Canada’s
most controversial spoken word artists, El Jones writes to educate, to move
communities to action and to demonstrate the possibilities of resistance and
empowerment. Gathered from seven years of performances, these poems
represent the tradition of the prophetic voice in Black Nova Scotia.

Contributor Bio

El Jones is Halifax’s fifth Poet Laureate, a two-time National Spoken Word
Champion and the artistic director of Word Iz Bond Spoken Word Artist
Collective. She teaches in the African Canadian Transition Program at the Nova
Scotia Community College and in the women’s studies program at Acadia
University.

Reviews

“Deeply honouring and explosively brilliant, El Jones is a fearless young poet
creatively in the ‘zone’ joining the ranks of George Elliot Clarke, Maxine Thymes
and Rocky Jones. El tackles old and new poetic territory with street smarts,
crucial historical touchstones, fresh new hope, and a caring revolutionary fervor.
Catch El Jones performing these poems and be stilled in astonishment. Read her
on the page and experience what it’s like to be moved by unbounded commitment
to the lives of Black people.”
- Lillian Allen

“El Jones is a griot of the first order. Her beautiful, brilliant, and bold poems tell us
that she is both wordmistress and swordmistress.”
- Afua Cooper
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Subject

FICTION / General

Audience

General Trade

Distributor

Nimbus Publishing Ltd.

Notes

Priority Area Tags: language

Curriculum Subject: English Language
Arts

Grade Level: 10-12

9781897426807

 English
5.5 x 8.5 in
240 pages
 Pottersfield Press

Nova Scotia Love Stories
By (author) Lesley Choyce  
Dec 21, 2015 |  Paperback , Trade |

In Nova Scotia Love Stories, Lesley Choyce has assembled some of the province’s
most beloved authors who explore through fact and fiction the myriad ways in
which a love story exists. These writers with a strong emotional connection to this
shaped-by-the-sea province demonstrate the many guises and moods of love: for
the young, the aged and all points in between. There is love that is healing, heart-
throbbing joyful, but also love that is disillusioned, unusual, possibly misguided,
but always life-changing. The stories are heartwarming, touching, funny, and
profound. This collection will convince any reader that love thrives and abides
here on the wave-swept shores of Nova Scotia.

A young girl experiences profound attraction to the enigmatic but charismatic
Manuel Jenkins in Budge Wilson’s tale; a child tells of having two mothers in
Bruce Graham’s short story; and Marjorie Simmins and Silver Donald Cameron
each describe how they met and fell in love, bridging their lives from opposite
coasts of Canada. Maureen Hull’s Miranda finds herself in a relationship with a
rather unlikely partner; Jim Lotz and Lindsay Ruck tell of real-life love stories:
deep, long-standing commitment between two kindred souls, through a lifetime of
shared adventures.

There are other jewels here from Jon Tattrie, Steven Laffoley, Sheldon Currie,
Harold Horwood, Carol Bruneau, Michael Ungar, William Kowalski, Don Aker,
Chris Benjamin, and Lesley Choyce. Collectively, these writers explore many
facets of this most human emotion.

Contributor Bio
Lesley Choyce lives at Lawrencetown Beach and is the author of 65 books
including The Coasts of Canada, a history of the country’s shorelines. He has also
edited a companion volume to Nova Scotia: Shaped by the Sea titled Nova Scotia:
A Traveler’s Companion.

222

10-12



Atlantic Publishers Priority Areas Learning Resources 2018: English Language Arts

Subject

SOCIAL SCIENCE / LGBT Studies /
Gay Studies

Audience

General Trade

Distributor

UTP Distribution

Notes

Priority Area Tags: sexual orientation

Curriculum Subject: English Language
Arts

Grade Level: 10-12

9781550814873

 English
6 x 9 x 1 in
240 pages
 Breakwater Books Ltd.

Out Proud
Stories of Pride, Courage, and Social Justice
Edited by Douglas Gosse  
Jun 01, 2014 |  Paperback , Trade |

Produced in partnership with Egale Canada Human Rights Trust, Out Proud:
Stories of Pride, Courage, and Social Justice is the second in a series of essay
anthologies designed to give attention to issues that are sometimes ignored in the
mainstream media—and a voice to those most closely affected by them. Expertly
edited by sociologist Dr. Douglas Gosse, Out Proud features more than fifty short
essays on the experience of LGBTTIQQ2SA (Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transsexual,
Transgendered, Intersexual, Queer, Questioning, 2-Spirited and Allies) and written
by members of our diverse, Canadian community. Following the critical success of
the first book in the series, Out Loud: Essays on Mental Illness, Stigma and
Recovery, Out Proud aims to broaden the conversation around sexuality and social
justice.

Contributor Bio
Dr. Douglas Gosse is an award-winning educator and researcher. His focus
includes language and literacy acquisition for boys and masculinities and the
creative research process. Jackytar (Breakwater Books, 2005), Gosse’s
educational novel on masculinities, written using queer theory, is used in university
courses around the world. Douglas Gosse lives in Toronto.
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Subject

FICTION / Literary

Audience

General Trade

Distributor

UTP Distribution

Notes

Priority Area Tags: language, gender,
ethnicity, socioeconomic status

Curriculum Subject: English Language
Arts

Grade Level: 10-12

9780864924056

 English
5.5 x 8.5 x 0.72 in
264 pages

 Goose Lane Editions

Pélagie
The Return to Acadie
By (author) Antonine Maillet   ,  Translated by Philip Stratford  
Mar 08, 2004 |  Paperback , Trade |

In 1979, the legendary Acadian novelist Antonine Maillet won France’s most
coveted literary award, the Prix Goncourt, for the original version of this novel,
Pélagie-la-Charette. In her acceptance speech, she said, "I have avenged my
ancestors." Goose Lane Editions is proud to re-issue this classic of Acadian
literature to mark the 400th anniversary of the founding of Acadie and the début
of the novel’s musical adaptation, Pélagie: An Acadian Odyssey. Directed by
Michael Shamata, the musical brings together the words and lyrics of Vincent de
Tourdonnet and music by Allen Cole. It will be presented at the Atlantic Theatre
Festival in Wolfville, Nova Scotia, from July 27 to August 22, following successful
runs at CanStage’s Bluma Appel Theatre in Toronto and The National Arts Centre
in Ottawa. This funny, lyrical account of a daring Acadian widow’s journey home
from exile is the Mother Courage of Acadian literature. At thirty-five, Pélagie is a
survivor of the Great Disruption of 1755, when British soldiers deported Acadians
who had farmed along the Bay of Fundy for generations. Splitting up families, the
soldiers tossed men, women, and children pell-mell into ships and dispatched them
to ports all along the eastern seaboard of the US and to Louisiana. When it was
heard years later that the British would tolerate their return to Acadie, thousands
loaded possessions and children onto handcarts and set out on foot. After fifteen
years of working as a slave in the cotton fields of Georgia, Pélagie, too, has had
enough. Drawn home as if by a magnet, inspired by her love of her family and of
Beausoleil, a heroic sea captain, and determined to outrace the "Wagon of Death,"
Pélagie sets off to take her people on a 3,000-mile trek back to their homeland.
Her single cart, pulled by six oxen, soon attracts scattered Cormiers and LeBlancs,
Landrys and Poiriers, Maillets and Légers. Together, this caravan of colourful
Acadians undertakes a ten-year journey up the Atlantic coast to their childhood
homes.

Contributor Bio

Antonine Maillet is one of Canada’s best-known writers. Among her many
honours are the Prix Goncourt, which she received for her novel Pélagie-la-
charette, the first non-French citizen to do so, and the Governor General’s Award
for fiction for Don l’Orignal.

Reviews

"Absolutely demands to be read aloud; it travels along to the bumpy rhythm of
the ox cart... excellently translated." - Telegraph Journal

"As accurate as any translation can be... a rollicking read that may be truer to the
spirit of 18th-century Acadians than many more historically accurate novels." -
Atlantic Books Today
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Subject

Notes

Priority Area Tags: language, ethnicity

Curriculum Subject: Gaelic, Social
Studies - History, Arts Education,
English Language Arts

Grade Level: 10-12

9781988747026

 Bradan Press

Play It Like You Sing It: The Shears Collection of Bagpipe
Culture and Dance Music from Nova Scotia
Volume One: History, Culture, and Images
By (author) Barry W. .Shears

|  

Play It Like You Sing It is a groundbreaking collection from Cape Breton piper
Barry W. Shears. The two volumes feature history, culture, images, bagpipe and
fiddle sheet music, and Gaelic puirt-á-beul songs from the 19th- and 20th-century
piping tradition of Nova Scotia.The history of the Great Highland bagpipes in Nova
Scotia began in the 1750s. Scottish and Highland piping traditions continued in
Nova Scotia for over 250 years, through periods of immigration, community
building, Confederation, economic out-migration, and two world wars. In Gaelic
communities of the mainland and Cape Breton, throughout the 19th century
bagpipe music was interwoven with fiddle music, Gaelic singing, and traditional
and evolving dance traditions. A unique form of dance music emerged and
flourished in the late 19th and early 20th centuries, characterized by lively jigs and
rousing strathspeys, reels, and quicksteps. Many of these tunes existed in multiple
regional variations before the modern standardization of piping. Many also had
corresponding Gaelic words known as puirt-á-beul or mouth music, which were
often used to teach and transmit pipe music within in families and communities, as
well as providing enjoyment in daily life.

Volume One: History, Culture, and Images tells the story of the many families and
individuals who maintained this important aspect of Nova Scotia Gaelic culture
despite adversity. through history, culture, and over 100 images of pipers and their
instruments in 19th and 20th-century Nova Scotia.

Volume Two: The Music presents bagpipe arrangements and their Gaelic words as
they were played and sung in Nova Scotia. The book contains 230 settings of pipe
tunes, 19 fiddle tune settings connected to the piping tradition, and over 85 sets of
port-á-beul lyrics. It is illustrated with 75 images of Nova Scotian pipers. Each
volume is sold separately.

Contributor Bio

Barry W. Shears is a native of Glace Bay, Nova Scotia. He has been playing the
bagpipe for almost 50 years, and at an early age he began collecting and
composing music for the Highland bagpipe. He is an acknowledged expert on the
history of traditional piping in Nova Scotia and its intrinsic connection to the
Gaelic language, music and culture of the province. Barry is an award-winning
musician and has performed at festivals and concerts throughout North America
and Europe. He has published several books of bagpipe music and history,
performed and appeared in two movies, and appeared on several recordings of
traditional music.
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Subject

Notes

Priority Area Tags: language, ethnicity

Curriculum Subject: Gaelic, Social
Studies - History, Arts Education,
English Language Arts

Grade Level: 10-12

9781988747033

 Bradan Press

Play It Like You Sing It:The Shears Collection of Bagpipe
Culture and Dance Music from Nova Scotia
Volume Two: The Music
By (author) Barry W Shears

|  

Play It Like You Sing It is a groundbreaking collection from Cape Breton piper
Barry W. Shears. The two volumes feature history, culture, images, bagpipe and
fiddle sheet music, and Gaelic puirt-á-beul songs from the 19th- and 20th-century
piping tradition of Nova Scotia.The history of the Great Highland bagpipes in Nova
Scotia began in the 1750s. Scottish and Highland piping traditions continued in
Nova Scotia for over 250 years, through periods of immigration, community
building, Confederation, economic out-migration, and two world wars. In Gaelic
communities of the mainland and Cape Breton, throughout the 19th century
bagpipe music was interwoven with fiddle music, Gaelic singing, and traditional
and evolving dance traditions. A unique form of dance music emerged and
flourished in the late 19th and early 20th centuries, characterized by lively jigs and
rousing strathspeys, reels, and quicksteps. Many of these tunes existed in multiple
regional variations before the modern standardization of piping. Many also had
corresponding Gaelic words known as puirt-á-beul or mouth music, which were
often used to teach and transmit pipe music within in families and communities, as
well as providing enjoyment in daily life.Volume One: History, Culture, and
Images tells the story of the many families and individuals who maintained this
important aspect of Nova Scotia Gaelic culture despite adversity. through history,
culture, and over 100 images of pipers and their instruments in 19th and 20th-
century Nova Scotia.Volume Two: The Music presents bagpipe arrangements and
their Gaelic words as they were played and sung in Nova Scotia. The book contains
230 settings of pipe tunes, 19 fiddle tune settings connected to the piping
tradition, and over 85 sets of port-á-beul lyrics. It is illustrated with 75 images of
Nova Scotian pipers. Each volume is sold separately.

Contributor Bio

Barry W. Shears is a native of Glace Bay, Nova Scotia. He has been playing the
bagpipe for almost 50 years, and at an early age he began collecting and
composing music for the Highland bagpipe. He is an acknowledged expert on the
history of traditional piping in Nova Scotia and its intrinsic connection to the
Gaelic language, music and culture of the province. Barry is an award-winning
musician and has performed at festivals and concerts throughout North America
and Europe. He has published several books of bagpipe music and history,
performed and appeared in two movies, and appeared on several recordings of
traditional music.
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Subject

POETRY / Canadian

Audience

General Trade

Distributor

Nimbus Publishing

Notes

Priority Area Tags: socioeconomic
status

Curriculum Subject: English Language
Arts

Grade Level: 10-12

9781927502631

 English
8 x 5 in
94 pages

 Acorn Press

Prometheus Reconsiders Fire
By (author) Brent MacLaine  
May 01, 2016 |  Paperback , Trade |

This is the new long-awaited poetry collection from Atlantic Poetry Prize-winning
Brent MacLaine. In his new collection, MacLaine undertakes an exploration of
fire. Wide-ranging in its geography, the new book is wrapped ’round by "The Fire
Hall Suite" that begins and ends the book. These are poems that respond to the
"drive-by wisdom" created by the anonymous "Sign Person" who speaks to the
local community by way of the Fire Hall’s roadside sign. Framed by the "Suite,"
the poems of Prometheus move between city and country. A naturalist in the city,
MacLaine brings to the urban environment the acutely observing eye that has
always characterized his Island nature poems. MacLaine’s imagery, both urban
and rural, is remarkable, and no other Canadian poet is quite as capable as
MacLaine is in marrying the formal and the colloquial.
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Subject

BIOGRAPHY & AUTOBIOGRAPHY /
LGBT

Audience

General Trade

Distributor

UTP Distribution

Notes

Priority Area Tags: sexual
orientation/gender identity

Curriculum Subject: English Language
Arts

Grade Level: 10-12

9781550814583

 English
5 x 8 x 0.15 in
52 pages
 Breakwater Books Ltd.

Queer Monologues
Stories of LGBT Youth
Producer For the Love of Learning
Mar 29, 2014 |  Paperback , Trade |

Queer Monologues: Stories of LBGT Youth, produced by For the Love of Learning
(FTLOL), offers queer youth a safe, creative outlet to share their concerns, hopes,
and personal stories with the community-at-large. If an individual is unable to be
themselves, the consequences can be emotional, physical, and mental harm. When
feelings are shared within a supportive group and are received non-judgmentally,
self-esteem is enhanced, leading to a healthier way of relating to others, oneself,
and the community as a whole.

Contributor Bio
FOR THE LOVE OF LEARNING is an arts-based charitable organization serving
youth between the ages of 15-30, who are working to successfully overcome social
and/or economic obstacles. Now in its seventh year, the organization has
established a track record of success through a non-traditional program called
Watering the Seeds. The program enhances creativity and communication skills
and works across a variety of media. This approach encourages youth who have
lost faith in traditional or conventional approaches. FTLOL works at street level to
engage youth and incorporate their needs. The training and experience of its staff
allow an ambitious schedule of projects to be completed, while allowing enough
flexibility to adapt to the interests of its youth clientele.

Contributor Website

Reviews

“Moving and often funny, these monologues startle with their honesty and
fearlessness. They let you crawl inside someone’s skin for a few moments,
someone new but perhaps not so different from yourself. These are brave
articulate voices, and despite their youth, very wise.” - ROBERT CHAFE

“Straight (not) from the gut and deep from the psyche, these portraits of coming
out are both tender and daring. They are also raw which is what it takes to be true
to oneself so young. These talented youth take us into the next phase of the sexual
revolution. Praise be them!” - AGNES WALSH
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Subject

SOCIAL SCIENCE / Ethnic Studies /
General

Audience

General Trade

Distributor

Nimbus Publishing

Notes

Priority Area Tags: race, ethnicity

Curriculum Subject: English Language
Arts, Social Studies - African Canadian
Studies

Grade Level: 10-12

9781897426876

 English
5.5 x 8.5 in
240 pages
 Pottersfield Press

Redemption Songs
How Bob Marley's Nova Scotia Song Lights the Way Past Racism
By (author) Jon Tattrie  
Sep 15, 2016 |  Paperback , Trade |

Redemption Songs tells the extraordinary story of how one of Bob Marley's
greatest songs was born in Nova Scotia. It opens with Marley's live acoustic
performance of Redemption Song at the end of his life, and reveals that the core
lyric comes from a speech Marcus Garvey delivered in Sydney, Nova Scotia, in
1937.

The line "We are going to emancipate ourselves from mental slavery"
springboards the reader into the book's ambitions. The author explores why
Marley so revered Garvey, and, in doing so, looks at the roots of Rastafarianism
and ideas about race.

Contributor Bio
Jon Tattrie lives in Halifax with his wife Giselle, son Xavier, and daughter Roslyn.
He works as a freelance journalist and is the author of several books, including The
Hermit of Africville, Cornwallis: the Violent Birth of Halifax, and the novel
Limerence.
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Subject

FICTION / Anthologies

Audience

General Trade

Distributor

UTP Distribution

Notes

Priority Area Tags: race, religion,
ethnicity, language, ability/disability,
socioeconomic status, gender identity,
sexual orientation

Curriculum Subject: English Language
Arts

Grade Level: 10-12

9780864929136

 English
5 x 8 x 0.69 in
304 pages

 Goose Lane Editions

Running the Whale's Back
Stories of Faith and Doubt from Atlantic Canada
Edited by Andrew Atkinson   ,  Edited by Mark Harris  
Oct 22, 2013 |  Paperback , Trade |

In a collection as fine in scope as it is intimate in detail, Running the Whale’s Back
presents a host of Eastern Canada’s brightest literary talents, all putting pens to
paper to explore the multiple facets of what we call "faith" through a unique
Atlantic vantage point. In a satisfying mixture of styles and themes, the full breadth
of Atlantic Canadian spirituality is revealed. These are pieces that poke and prod,
ruminate and circulate with themes of religion and cultures of spirituality.
Mysticism meets piety, holiness argues with practicality, and hope lives side by
side with despair as the stories spiral and waltz themselves across the four
provinces. As the authors leap from subject to subject, we discover death lurking in
the lonely wilderness, ski jumpers participating in miracles, and preachers suffering
marital discord. Featured authors are Michael Crummey, Sheldon Currie, Joan
Clark, David Adams Richards, Kenneth J. Harvey, Clive Doucet, Deborah Joy
Corey, Ann-Marie MacDonald, Michael Hennessey, Lynn Coady, D.R. MacDonald,
Jessica Grant, Michael Winter, Samuel Thomas Martin, Michelle Butler Hallett,
Kathleen Winter, and Ann Copeland.

Contributor Bio

Andrew Atkinson is a part-time faculty member in the Department of Religion
and Culture at Wilfrid Laurier University who has published on Wayne Johnston,
Flannery O’Connor, and Linden MacIntyre.

Mark Harris is a minister and writer in Halifax whose most recent book is The
Light that Lives in Darkness, a collaboration with the New Brunswick visual artist
Dan Steeves. Harris’ writing on spirituality has been published in the U.S., the
U.K., China, and Korea.

Carol Bruneau hails from Halifax. The author of two short story collections and
three novels, her first novel, Purple for Sky, won the Dartmouth Book Award for
Fiction and the Thomas H. Raddall Atlantic Fiction Award in 2001, while her most
recent novel, Glass Voices, was a Globe and Mail Best Book of 2007.

Reviews

"A great read from cover to cover." - Quill & Quire

"T;rancendence seems to be the word that applies to this collection. ... Running the
Whale's Back, through its themes of death and love that lock arms with belief and
doubt, shows that age-old ideas are the best ones humans ever had, do have, will
have, forever and ever. The ideas seem so good and lasting because they are
articulated through the transcendent aesthetics of language, of story." - Shane
Nielson, Winnipeg Review

"Serves to highlight this perpetual return to contemporary issues of faith:
whether that faith be religious, economic, sexual or familial. ... These are stories
that should be contemplated slowly and treated as individual meditations." - Sue
Carter Flinn, Atlantic Books Today

"While their origins are grounded and specific, the spiritual musings themselves
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Subject

TRAVEL / Special Interest / Sports

Audience

General Trade

Distributor

National Book Network

Distributor

National Book Network

Notes

Priority Area Tags: language

Curriculum Subject: English Language
Arts

Grade Level: 10-12

9781771086332

 English
5.94 x 9.03 x 0.74 in
280 pages
 Nimbus Publishing

Sailing in Circles, Goin' Somewhere
Not Your Typical Boat Story
By (author) Finley Martin
Oct 07, 2018 |  Paperback , Trade |

Not all dreams have happy endings. Sailing in Circles, Goin' Somewhere is the
funny, bittersweet memoir of a Prince Edward Island man who, over seven years,
builds a classic 1930s wooden sailboat and, in 2004, attempts to circumnavigate
eastern North America. The author leaves a small fishing port on the Island and
tracks along the rugged coast, up the St. Lawrence River, and through the Great
Lakes. Alone, he encounters heavy fog, near-collisions with freighters, mechanical
breakdowns, enormous seas, several brushes with disaster, and even a hostile
reception at one French-speaking port. He meets odd and curious people. It all
comes to an inglorious and mundane end when the author and his boat, the Arja D.,
are stuck in, of all places, Peoria, Illinois. Was it worth it? Maybe.Written by Finley
Martin, a respected Island fiction writer, this finely crafted and humorous book will
appeal to adventurers, sailors, and lovers of a good yarn.

Contributor Bio

Finley Martin's education includes a BA, MA (English) and a BEd, as well as
Master's Certificate for forty-ton vessels. For two years he was public relations
director for International Correspondence Schools and its subsidiaries. He had
taught writing courses at the University of Prince Edward Island. His publishing
credits include poetry and short stories. He wrote one history book: A View From
the Bridge (1984). He edited and contributed to a literary anthology called New
Atlantic Writing (1975). He penned feature stories for US and Canadian
magazines and wrote and narrated five broadcast journalism pieces for CBC-
Radio. He wrote two novels, The Reluctant Detective (2011) and the award-
winning The Dead Letter (2015).
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Subject

YOUNG ADULT FICTION / Social
Themes / Physical & Emotional Abuse

Audience

Young Adult

Audience range

Age (years) from 13 - 18, Grade (US)
exact 5, Reading age from 9 - 10

Reading Levels

Lexile measure: HL610L

Distributor

Formac Lorimer Book Distributing
Ltd.

Distributor

Lerner Publisher Services

Notes

Priority Area Tags: race, socioeconomic
status, gender

Curriculum Subject: English Language
Arts

Grade Level: 10-12

9781459412521

 English
5.25 x 7.5 x 0.5 in
184 pages
 Lorimer
 James Lorimer & Company Ltd.,

Publishers

Lorimer SideStreets

Saving Grad
By (author) Karen Spafford-Fitz  
Aug 15, 2017 |  Paperback , Trade |

Resource Links The Year's Best - Fiction Grades 7-12 2017, Winner

CCBC Best Books for Kids & Teens 2018, Winner

Vienna is a mixed-Métis teen whose mother has moved in with a man who turns
out to be racist and violent. Vienna and her mother decide to end the situation by
moving to a new city. In Edmonton, where she knows no one, Vienna goes to high
school for her final year. Gradually, her school and home life feel more normal and
she starts making friends. She joins the committee planning the school's
graduation, where her determination and decisiveness show through. When her
step-father unexpectedly shows up at Vienna's grad party, threatening Vienna
and two of her schoolmates, Vienna finds the strength to keep herself, her friends
and her mother out of harm's way.

Contributor Bio

KAREN SPAFFORD-FITZ grew up in an old limestone farmhouse near Kingston,
Ontario. Karen studied English Language and Literature at Queen's University.
She went on to graduate in Education and taught elementary and junior-high
students for eight years. Both her previous books, Dog Walker and Vanish have
been recognized as Best Books by Resource Links and the Canadian Children's
Book Centre. Karen lives in Edmonton, Alberta.

Reviews

"Vienna+is+a+solid+role model for younger readers." - Lacey Crowie,, CM:
Canadian Review of Materials

"Karen+Spafford-Fitz+has+woven+a realistic narrative in Saving Grad, with
credible characters with whom teen readers can associate.The themes are
everyday issues which are plausible and authentic. The novel is an easy read —
only 184 pages with enough to keep readers engaged until the very end ... Saving
Grad is an excellent novel for classroom discussion." Resource Links Rating -
Excellent

- Carmelita Cechetto-Shea,, Resource Links
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Subject

LITERARY COLLECTIONS /
Canadian

Audience

General Trade

Distributor

Nimbus Publishing Ltd.

Notes

Priority Area Tags: ethnicity

Curriculum Subject: English Language
Arts

Grade Level: 10-12

9781927502457

 English
6 x 7.5 in
160 pages
 Acorn Press

Snow Softly Falling
By (author) Richard Lemm  
Oct 30, 2015 |  Paperback

A call was sent out asking writers to submit unpublished short stories for a fiction
anthology featuring writers with a significant P.E.I. connection. Ther qualification
was that it the story be about the holidays. PEI is strong on tradition, which
includes out-migration and immigration. Thus, its culture and demographics are
changing, and these PEI writers both are Island-born and hail from away.

The result is a collection of stories, essays and poems that will resonate with
readers from all backgrounds.

Contributor Bio

Richard Lemm is an award-winning author who has an MA in English from
Queen’s University and a PhD from Dalhousie University. He has been a faculty
member at the Banff School of Fine Arts, and has been writer in residence and
poetry instructor for various community colleges, regional libraries, public school
districts, and summer writing programs across the country. He is professor of
Canadian and English Literature and Creative Writing at the University of Prince
Edward Island.  He is the author of several volumes of poetry, as well the
biography, Milton Acorn: In Love and Anger and the short story collection Shape
of Things to Come. 
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Subject

FICTION / Short Stories

Audience

General Trade

Distributor

Boularderie Island Press

Notes

Priority Area Tags: language

Curriculum Subject: English Language
Arts

Grade Level: 10-12

9781926448275

 English
5.5 x 8.5 x 0.3 in
210 pages
 Boularderie Island Press

Some Days Run Long
By (author) Bill Conall  
Jun 01, 2018 |  Book

Reading Some Days Run Long is like taking a leisurely stroll along the aisles of a
rural general store. The shelves are stocked with whimsy, humour, ire, reflection,
tall tales, and passion. Some of the in-store specials feature rhyming poems that
may bring to mind the rhythms of Casey at the Bat or The Cremation of Sam
McGee. Signs above the aisles will direct you to Cape Breton, Alaska, Lake
Ontario’s Quinte Island and aboard a Mediterranean cruise ship. Animals are
welcome here so don’t be surprised to meet a grizzly bear, fox and a crafty raven.
And like any good general store, whatever you need, you’ll find between the covers
of Some Days Run Long.

Contributor Bio

Bill Conall’s novel The Promised Land: a novel of Cape Breton won the Stephen
Leacock Medal for Humour in 2014. His earlier novel The Rock in the Water was
short-listed for the same award. In the Has Been category, Bill Conall has a
significant backlist. Present and former occupations include library assistant,
long-haul trucker, salesman (cars, wine, trade show exhibits, commercial printing,
encyclopedia, signage), road musician, printer, fork lift operator, bartender,
recording artist, and writer. Bill lives on the back side of Murray Mountain in
Cape Breton with artist Rosemary McLean. Not completely ‘back-to-the-land’ but
close, they grow vegetables, harvest wild things from the forest and cut their own
firewood.
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Subject

FICTION / Literary

Audience

General Trade

Distributor

UTP Distribution

Notes

Priority Area Tags: lanuage, gender,
socioeconomic status

Curriculum Subject: English Language
Arts

Grade Level: 10-12

9780864922304

 English
5.5 x 8.5 x 0.56 in
198 pages
 Goose Lane Editions

Strange Heaven
By (author) Lynn Coady  
May 01, 1998 |  Paperback , Trade |

Canadian Authors' Association Air Canada Award 1998, Winner

Atlantic Booksellers' Choice Award 1999, Winner

Dartmouth Book Award 1999, Winner

Governor General's Award for Fiction 1998, Short-listed

Thomas Raddall Atlantic Fiction Award 1998, Winner

Strange Heaven is tearfully hilarious, as funny and appalling as reality. Bridget
Murphy, almost eighteen, has come to Halifax from industrial Cape Breton, had
her baby, and given it up for adoption. Transferred to the psych ward of the
children's hospital, she's incarcerated with five seriously disturbed teenagers and
a flock of wan children.

She's depressed, they say. Apathetic. Bridget is a bit detached, but Four South is
peaceful compared with the chaos back home. Her grandmother, Margaret P.,
raves and prays from her bed, banging the wall with her bedpan. Bridget's
parents, Robert and Joan, take care of her and her mentally handicapped son,
Rollie. Joan tries to keep the lid on, but she's no match for Robert's wild profanity,
Margaret's dementia, and Rollie's efforts to join the fray. Uncle Albert, a kind man
who saves his eloquent wrath for outsiders, springs Bridget from the hospital for
Christmas.

But home is more chaotic than ever, and she's sick of her boozy friends and the
whining of the baby's father. She had half planned to hibernate at home till
kingdom come, but it's become like a lurid movie she saw eons ago and she's
forgotten the plot. Her future may be unclear, but she has a good idea of the
direction it won't take.

Contributor Bio
Lynn Coady (b. 1970) grew up on Cape Breton Island and lived in New Brunswick
before moving to Vancouver. Her first novel, Strange Heaven (Goose Lane, 1998),
won the Dartmouth Book Award and was a finalist for the Governor General's
Award for Fiction. "Batter My Heart" appeared first in the Fiddlehead and is
included in her second book, the story collection Play the Monster Blind
(Doubleday Canada, 2000).

Reviews

"A stellar first novel ... both nightmarish and laugh-out-loud funny." - Quill &
Quire

"Lynn Coady is out to bust the stereotype; she writes about her home with
irreverence, ambivalence, and a lot of humour." - Quill & Quire

"Her work is among the most noteworthy in the country." - National Post

"Cape Breton humour at its blackest, most profane and politically incorrect best."
- Chronicle-Herald

"An exciting debut ... rivalling Roddy Doyle's black comedies of Dublin life." -
Amazon.ca
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Subject

FICTION / Literary

Audience

General Trade

Distributor

UTP Distribution

9781550812572

 English
5 x 8 x 0.25 in
144 pages
 Breakwater Books Ltd.

Tantramar
By (author) Eric Sparling  
Oct 06, 2008 |  Paperback , Trade |

This is the story of my mother’s death, my father’s lighthouse, my slutty sister, and
the dog I betrayed. 

Set in Nova Scotia, Tantramar is a heart-felt and at times funny coming-of-age
story. Fourteen-year old Dante struggles with the new family dynamic when his
quirky parents suddenly adopt a sixteen-year old girl. 

"From the moment I read the back cover quote, I was sold. Eric Sparling’s first book
is a novel of genuine sentiment, quiet wisdom, and darkly funny prose...With
characters played out realistically and with hints of true humanity, the unfolding of
Dante’s story can hit a cord within every one of us."
- Sasha Van Katwyk, The Argosy
“[Tantramar] is an accomplished and multi-layered piece of work…a story with
adroit, rich characterization and a gripping plotline. Individuals are built ground-up
from their actions, and allowed complexities that continue to emerge to the end of
the piece."
- Joan Sullivan, The Telegram
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Subject

GAMES & ACTIVITIES / Puzzles

Audience

General Trade

Distributor

Nimbus Publishing

Notes

Priority Area Tags: language

Curriculum Subject: English Language
Arts

Grade Level: 10-12

9781771085748

 English
8.13 x 10.63 x 0.5 in
224 pages
 Nimbus Publishing

The Big Book of Lexicon : Volumes 10, 11, 12
Puzzles to Challenge and Entertain
By (author) Theresa Williams  
May 16, 2018 |  Paperback , Trade |

Theresa Williams's lexicon puzzles have been hugely popular since they were first
published in 1988. Half-crossword, half-word search, lexicon puzzles engage and
entertain fans of all ages. This edition brings back volumes 10, 11, and 12, and
presents them as one large book for hours of fun!

Contributor Bio

Born in Halifax, Theresa Williams now lives with her husband, David, in Truro,
Nova Scotia. She is the Human Resources Manager with the Halifax Herald
Limited and a graduate of Saint Mary's University. When not working or making
lexicon puzzles, she enjoys running, gardening, and spending time with her family
and friends. Visit her at lexiconpuzzle.com.
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Subject

FICTION / Historical / General

Audience

General Trade

Distributor

Nimbus Publishing Ltd.

Notes

Priority Area Tags: socioeconomic
status

Curriculum Subject: English Language
Arts

Grade Level: 10-12

9781897426609

 English
5.5 x 8.5 in
192 pages
 Pottersfield Press

Blue Tattoo
A Novel
By (author) Steven Laffoley  
Aug 19, 2014 |  Paperback , Trade |

From award-winning author Steven Laffoley comes a compelling tale of love and
loss, despair and hope, based on real people and real events. It brings to life one of
the most extraordinary stories of our time – The Halifax Explosion.

It’s 1917. The Great War has given rise to unprecedented prosperity to staid,
Victorian Halifax. It has also given rise to an explosive desire for change. A
medical student and daughter of a prominent Halifax family, Elizabeth Beckett
dreams of bringing equality to women in an age when men alone control the
world. She fights for equality and to give women a voice in the politics of war. At
the same time, sugar refinery worker Danny Cohen dreams of leaving Halifax and
a deadly war machine that he sees as only serving the wealthy. He fights to make
the money he needs so he can escape. When their lives collide, their dreams and
their views of the world are challenged by the promise of love. Yet their differing
beliefs prove too much and they are torn apart. Elizabeth returns to her suffrage
movement while Danny escapes to Boston for a better life. 

However, when two ships collide in Halifax Harbour on December 6, 1917, and
the greatest explosion the world had ever known is unleashed on the city, their
eyes are opened to new truths. Elizabeth is swept up in the chaos that follows the
explosion and works courageously at a local hospital, overrun with the horribly
injured. She finds dwindling medical supplies and worsening conditions, only to
face a once-in-a-generation snowstorm that promises to take away whatever
hope remains. Without fresh medical supplies, hundreds will soon die. 

Meanwhile, desperate to return home, Danny hears of a medical relief train is
leaving Boston. In charge is a man with a dark past who promises to race to
Halifax in record time. Danny manages to get on the train, only to face a
snowstorm that stops it in its tracks. Without action and personal sacrifice, the
train may never arrive.

Filled with a cast of unforgettable characters – from Boston mayor James
Michael Curley to Group of Seven painter Arthur Lismer – The Blue Tattoo tells
the sweeping story of the lives caught up in the unbelievable devastation of the
Halifax Explosion.

Steven Laffoley is the author of six books, including Hunting Halifax and The
Devil and the Deep Blue Sea, and the award-winning biography of boxer George
Dixon, Shadowboxing. He lives in Halifax, Nova Scotia.

Contributor Bio
Steven Laffoley has been a writer, teacher, and dues-paying member of the
International Brotherhood of Teamsters. He is the author of Mr. Bush, Angus and
Me, the award-nominated Hunting Halifax, Death Ship of Halifax Harbour, and
The Devil and the Deep Blue Sea.
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Subject

FICTION / Mystery & Detective /
General

Audience

General Trade

Distributor

Nimbus Publishing Ltd.

Notes

Priority Area Tags: socioeconomic
status

Curriculum Subject: English Language
Arts

Grade Level: 10-12

9781927502358

 English
6 x 9 in
272 pages
 Acorn Press

Dead Letter
By (author) Finley Martin  
May 05, 2015 |  Paperback , Trade |

It is 2001 and the police constable's girlfriend is murdered in a fit of jealous rage.
When the constable realizes what he has done, he manages an elaborate cover-
up. Only one person knows the truth.

Flash forward to 2012. Anne Brown is still running her late uncle, Bill Darby's,
detective agency after spending four or five years as his assistant. One day, the
postman delivers an eleven year-old letter. The letter is addressed to her uncle
from a woman named Carolyn Jollimore. She says she has evidence about a
murder and begs for help from Darby. But Bill Darby is dead. And when Anne
looks up the letter's author, she finds that Jollimore too is now dead. Troubled
with the evidence at hand, Anne must decide if she should investigate this eleven-
year old murder.

Contributor Bio
A former teacher and PR consultant, Finley Martin is a prolific writer. His poetry
and short stories have appeared in Inscape, The Oyster in the Ooze, Voices Down
East, and were broadcast over a CBC Radio production, We Are the Wind and
More (Maritime Poets 1973).  He has given poetry readings in Ottawa, Ontario;
Charlottetown, P.E.I.; Sackville, N.B.; and over CBC  Charlottetown. He has ghost-
written pieces that appeared in numerous newspapers and magazines and has
produced documentaries for CBC TV. He has authored two books  A View From
the Bridge and New Atlantic Writing. 

239

10-12



Atlantic Publishers Priority Areas Learning Resources 2018: English Language Arts

Subject

FICTION / Literary

Audience

General Trade

Distributor

UTP Distribution

Notes

Priority Area Tags: gender,
socioeconomic status, ability/disability,
language

Curriculum Subject: English Language
Arts

Grade Level: 10-12

9780864926197

 English
5 x 8 x 0.47 in
180 pages

 Goose Lane Editions

Douglas Notebooks
A Fable
By (author) Christine Eddie   ,  Translated by Sheila Fischman  
Feb 26, 2013 |  Paperback , Trade |

Amazon.ca Best Books of 2013 2013, Joint winner

Romain was born with a silver spoon in his mouth. At 18, he leaves his family for a
home in the forest, learning to live off the land rather than his family’s wealth.
Éléna flees a house of blood and mayhem, taking refuge in a monastery and later in
the rustic village of Rivière-aux-Oies. One day, while walking in the woods, Éléna
hears the melody of a clarinet and comes across Romain, who calls himself Starling
and whom Éléna later renames Douglas, for the strongest and most spectacular of
trees. Later a child named Rose is born. Fade to black. When the story takes up
again, Douglas has returned to the forest, Rose is in the village under the care of
others, and Éléna is gone. From these disparate threads, Christine Eddie tenderly
weaves a fable for our time and for all times. As the years pass, the story broadens
to capture others in its elegant web — a doctor with a bruised heart, a pharmacist
who may be a witch, and a teacher with dark secrets. Together they raise this child
with the mysterious heritage, transforming this story into an ode to friendship and
family, a sonnet on our relationship with nature, and an elegy to love and passion.
The Douglas Notebooks was originally published in French as Les carnets de
Douglas. This edition was translated by Sheila Fischman.

Contributor Bio

Christine Eddie was born in France, grew up in New Brunswick, and now lives in
Quebec. The Douglas Notebooks, her first novel, won the 2008 Prix France-
Quebec, the 2009 Prix Senghor du Premier Roman francophone, and the 2010
Prix du Club des Irrésistables.

Reviews

"[A] timeless love story. ... In a slim volume of sparse, poetic prose, Eddie deftly and 
movingly covers vast territory." - Publisher's Weekly
"Fischman has taken care to retain the French flavour of Eddie's fable, a gentle 
touch that contributes to its rich textures ... [T]he imagery is so crisp, and the travails 
of the forest and its inhabitants so heartbreaking, that what is on the page is hard to 
forget." - Liz Worth, Quill & Quire
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Subject

REFERENCE / General

Audience

General Trade

Distributor

Flanker Press

Notes

Priority Area Tags: language

Curriculum Subject: English Language
Arts

Grade Level: 10-12

9781771176545

 English
6 x 9 x 0.74 in
276 pages
 Flanker Press

The Flanker Dictionary of Newfoundland English
Edited by Garry Cranford  
Sep 14, 2018 |  Paperback , Trade |

A book for those who come from away and for us livyers

This work brings together words from indigenous cultures and words spoken and
recorded in English from the time of the European discovery of the New Founde
Lande in 1497.

The dominant European language became English, imported from the West
Country of England and enriched by settlers from Scotland, Wales, Ireland, the
Channel Islands, and France. Because settlements were separated from the
Mother Country and from each other, in its written and spoken forms the
language became a time capsule of unique expressions drawn from everyday life.

The Newfoundland vocabulary was greatly influenced by the early commercial
activities of the European settlers engaged in the cod fishery, sealing, and fur
trapping. In addition, commercial and social interaction with indigenous cultures
exposed the newcomers to a treasury of words from the ancient North American
languages.

The living cultures of the Inuit, Innu, Mi’kmaq, and the French Mi’kmaq rightfully
deserve dictionaries of their own, well-researched by experts in their respective
fields. We are fortunate that numerous words from these cultures and from the
Beothuk became incorporated into the lexicon of English-speaking writers, and
many are included here.

Contributor Bio
Garry Cranford was born in Markland, Trinity Bay, and grew up in Buchans
(Central Newfoundland) and New Harbour (Trinity Bay). He is the president of
Flanker Press, the largest trade book publishing firm in Newfoundland and
Labrador, founded in 1994 and based in St. John’s. He is also the founder of
Pennywell Books, an imprint of Flanker Press that specializes in literary fiction,
short stories, drama, essay collections, young adult fiction, and children’s books. A
proactive campaigner for the preservation of this province’s culture and heritage,
Garry Cranford is author, co-author, and editor of many non-fiction books dealing
with the history of Newfoundland and Labrador, including Norma & Gladys, The
Buchans Miners, Potheads & Drumhoops, From Cod to Crab, Tidal Wave, Not Too
Long Ago, Our Lives, Sea Dogs & Skippers, and The Flanker Dictionary of
Newfoundland English. He has two children, Justin and Jerry, and two
grandchildren, Nicholas and Grace, and lives in St. John’s with his wife, Margo.
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Subject

FICTION / General

Audience

General Trade

Distributor

Nimbus Publishing Ltd.

Notes

Priority Area Tags: socioeconomic
status

Curriculum Subject: English Language
Arts

Grade Level: 10-12

9781927502105

 English
5.5 x 8 x 0.5 in
200 pages
 Acorn Press

The Grand Change
By (author) William Andrews  
Oct 10, 2013 |  Paperback , Trade |

William Andrews' first novel examines life in a small PEI community in the 1940s
and 50s as changes, so common in the rest of the world, begin to take hold. Using a
road as an allegory, he weaves a lyrical tale of simple country people, their
struggles and their joys. The story is told through the eyes of a boy called Jake: he
is the witness to life on the Hook Road and the events that change that life forever.
The book is in some ways like a long poem: the people and the world they inhabit
are richly and meticulously described, and the superb writing takes the reader to a
world no one will ever see again.

Contributor Bio
William Andrews was born and raised during the forties and fifties on a mixed farm
in Freetown, PEI. He left home young, shifted around a lot and tried a lot of things.
He marched in regular peace time army, fished gill net on Lake Erie, sang gospel in
Maritime penal institutions, carved wood in Japan and did a lot of labour type jobs
in a lot of places. He was encouraged to write while at UPEI in 1970-71. He started
writing in 1995. His main writing inspiration comes from being pretty widely read.
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Subject

FICTION / Literary

Audience

General Trade

Distributor

Nimbus Publishing

Notes

Priority Area Tags: language

Curriculum Subject: English Language
Arts

Grade Level: 10-12

9781771086103

 English
6.13 x 9.25 x 0.75 in
328 pages
 Vagrant Press
 Nimbus Publishing

The Honey Farm
By (author) Harriet Alida Lye  
Apr 09, 2018 |  Paperback , Trade , Flaps |

Vintage Margaret Atwood meets Patricia Highsmith in this slyly seductive debut
set on an eerily beautiful farm teeming with secrets.

The drought has discontented the bees. Soil dries into sand; honeycomb stiffens
into wax. But Cynthia knows how to breathe life back into her farm: offer it as an
artists’ colony with free room, board, and “life experience” in exchange for
backbreaking labour. Silvia, a wide-eyed graduate and would-be poet, and
Ibrahim, a painter distracted by constant inspiration, are drawn to Cynthia’s offer,
and soon, to each other.

But something lies beneath the surface. The edenic farm is plagued by events that
strike Silvia as ominous: taps run red, scalps itch with lice, frogs swarm the pond.
One by one, the other residents leave. As summer tenses into autumn, Cynthia’s
shadowed past is revealed and Silvia becomes increasingly paralyzed by doubt.
Building to a shocking conclusion, The Honey Farm announces the arrival of a
bold new voice and offers a thrilling portrait of creation and possession in the
natural world.

Contributor Bio

Harriet Alida Lye is a writer from Richmond Hill, Ontario. She studied
Philosophy and English at the University of King's College in Halifax and lived in
Paris for the better part of eight years. She founded and edited Her Royal
Majesty, a literary arts magazine that ran for six years and published James
Franco, Robert Hass, and the first-ever short story by Alice Munro. Her fiction,
essays, and reporting have been published by VICE, Hazlitt, Happy Reader, The
Guardian, The National Post, and more. Harriet now lives in Toronto, and works
at the McMichael Canadian Art Collection. This is her first novel.

Reviews

“An accomplished meditation on love, creativity, and the wonder of the natural
world.” —Cathy Marie Buchanan, New York Times bestselling author of The
Painted Girls

“A deliciously creepy read.” —Andrea Gunraj, author of The Sudden
Disappearance of Seetha 
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Subject

FICTION / Short Stories

Audience

General Trade

Distributor

UTP Distribution

Notes

Priority Area Tags: language, ethnicity,
race, language, socioeconomic status

Curriculum Subject: English Language
Arts

Grade Level: 10-12

9780864921550

 English
5.5 x 8.5 x 0.48 in
181 pages

 Goose Lane Editions

Interloper
By (author) Rabindranath Maharaj  
Apr 01, 1995 |  Paperback , Trade |

The astonishing stories in The Interloper capture the moment when ambivalence
floods the new immigrant’s consciousness. Regret and nostalgia take turns
overwhelming and being overwhelmed by rosy expectations, and only drastic
measures stave off paralysis and ruin.

Contributor Bio

Rabindranath Maharaj, a Trinidadian teacher and journalist, wrote several of the
stories in The Interloper during the year he spent in Fredericton. He now writes
and teaches in Toronto.

Reviews

"Maharaj brings contrasting worlds into bright relief — the new one, the one left
behind, and that discordant place where dramatically different cultures meet." -
Chronicle Herald

"Dark tales ... enlivened by wit and humour and layered, expressive language." -
Olive Senior, Quill & Quire
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Subject

FICTION / Literary

Audience

General Trade

Distributor

UTP Distribution

Notes

Priority Area Tags: socioeconomic
status, ethnicity

Curriculum Subject: Englsh Language
Arts, Social Studies - History

Grade Level: 10-12

9780864926746

 English
5 x 8 x 0.67 in
272 pages

 Goose Lane Editions

Iron Bridge
By (author) Anton Piatigorsky  
Sep 14, 2012 |  Paperback , Trade |

Danuta Gleed Award for Short Fiction 2013, Short-listed

In a bold, brilliant collection of stories, Dora Award-winning playwright Anton
Piatigorsky delivers a superbly inspired inquiry into the early lives of the 20th
century’s most notorious tyrants. In The Iron Bridge, he is unafraid to push at the
boundaries of the unexpected as he breathes fictionalized life into the adolescents
who would grow up to become the most brutal dictators the world has ever known.
We discover a teenaged Mao Tse-Tung refusing an arranged marriage; Idi Amin
cooking for the British Army; Stalin living in a seminary; and a melodramatic young
Adolf Hitler dreaming of vast architectural achievements. Piatigorsky dazzlingly
explores moments that are nothing more than vague incidents in the biographies of
these men, expanding mere footnotes into entire realities as he ingeniously fills the
gaps of the historical record. The Iron Bridge, completely imagined yet
captivatingly real, captures those crucial instants in time that may well have helped
to deliver some of the most infamous leaders in history.

Contributor Bio

Anton Piatigorsky has twice won the Dora Mavor Moore Award. Eternal Hydra,
commissioned by the Stratford Festival, was called "one of the best Canadian
plays of the past decade" by NOW magazine and will open in Vancouver at the
Touchstone Theatre in October 2012. The chamber opera, Airline Icarus, for
which he wrote the libretto, won the Italian Primo Fedora Award in 2011. He was
most recently the playwright in residence for Soulpepper. His new play, Breath in
Between, will have its premiers at Toronto’s Summerworks Festival in August
2012.

Reviews

"Piatigorsky never attempts to answer the question about human nature. Each of
his characters is carefully constructed, and the reasons behind why they would go
on to become menacing figures and murderers of such magnitude are left to the
reader's imagination. This is the strength of The Iron Bridge: the idea is not to
explain, but to narrate. These are good stories — well-written, interesting, and
engaging. The premise is not a gimmick, so much as a jumping-off point for the
fiction. The Iron Bridge is an intriguing idea, well executed." - Heather Cromarty,
Quill & Quire

"Clever and convincing... Toronto-based author Anton Piatigorsky — a writer of
plays, librettos and fiction — manages to present this sextet of future tyrants in
fiction as deeply flawed people.... The stories, which all seem plausible, provide us
with some real insight into the protagonists' manipulative minds, thus providing
perspective into their adult actions as murderous psychopaths." - Martin Zeilig,
Winnipeg Free Press
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Subject

FICTION / Literary

Audience

General Trade

Distributor

UTP Distribution

Notes

Priority Area Tags: socioeconomic
status, langugage

Curriculum Subject: English Language
Arts

Grade Level: 10-12

9780864924377

 English
5.5 x 8.5 x 0.6 in
215 pages

 Goose Lane Editions

Kite
By (author) W.O. Mitchell  
Aug 27, 2005 |  Paperback , Trade |

W.O. Mitchell’s critically acclaimed novel, The Kite, is a humorous yet touching
story of a journalist’s worst nightmare. Set in the Prairie backwater of Shelby,
Alberta, seasoned reporter and minor television celebrity David Lang arrives to
write a magazine feature on the town’s oldest living citizen, the 111-year-old
curmudgeon Daddy Sherry. Still recovering from the disappointments of a
fatherless childhood, the uptight David just wants to file his story as quickly as
possible and hightail it back to Toronto. But he hasn’t reckoned on the
cantankerous cunning of Daddy Sherry. As David chases his recalcitrant subject all
over town, he begins to understand the meaning of life and finds love and
happiness for the first time. This new edition of The Kite coincided with the
publication of a newly discovered and never-before-published edition of the novel
in audio format, featuring Mitchell’s own reading. It also introduces a whole new
generation of readers to the rampaging Daddy Sherry, a holy terror whom
Margaret Laurence considered to be Mitchell’s "best and most complete
character."

Contributor Bio

W.O. Mitchell is one of the most recognized Canadian authors of the last century.
He was born in Weyburn, Saskatchewan in 1914, and during a varied career he
was everything from a Depression hobo to the fiction editor of Maclean’s. His
best-loved book, Who Has Seen the Wind (1947) is hailed as the quintessential
Canadian coming-of-age novel. Other works include Jake and the Kid (1961), The
Kite (1962), The Vanishing Point (1973), How I Spent My Summer Holidays
(1981), Since Daisy Creek (1984), Ladybug, Ladybug (1988), According to Jake
and the Kid (1989), Roses are Difficult Here (1990), For Ark’s Sake (1992), An
Evening with W.O. Mitchell (1997) and the play The Black Bonspiel of Wullie
MacCrimmon (1993). He won the Leacock Medal for Humour for Jake and the
Kid and again for According to Jake and the Kid. Mitchell was made an officer in
the Order of Canada in 1973 and has been the subject of an NFB documentary
entitled W.O. Mitchell: A Novelist in Hiding.

Reviews

"The memory of Daddy Sherry, the smell of wolf willow and the excitement of a
goose hunt will remain with the reader long after he has laid this book down." -
Winnipeg Free Press

"Made memorable by the vibrant presence of Daddy Sherry, an irrepressible old
maverick." - Michael Peterman, Oxford Companion to Canadian Literature
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Subject

FICTION / Native American &
Aboriginal

Audience

General Trade

Distributor

Flanker Press

Notes

Priority Area Tags: language

Curriculum Subject: English Language
Arts, Social Studies - Mi''kmaq Studies,
Social Studies

Grade Level: 10-12

9781771176323

 English
5.5 x 8.5 x 0.55 in
215 pages
 Flanker Press

The Last Beothuk
By (author) Gary Collins  
Oct 16, 2017 |  Paperback , Trade |

Inspired by True Events

Long after Demasduit’s skull has been stolen from her grave, and years after
Shanawdithit has died, one Beothuk and his family survive.

Bursting out of the pages of Newfoundland history appears Kop, the last true Beothuk.

When all the other members of his tribe are exterminated by the Europeans, Kop seeks
revenge against the Unwanted Ones.

Hidden among the Bear Clan of the Mi’kmaq, the Beothuk strikes back.

Follow Kop on his trail of defiance against the European marauders upon his Island.
See what becomes of a man who has nothing to lose or live for.

Stay with him on a hundred trails and sit with him across the smoke of a hundred
campfires. You will not only weep for the last Beothuk—you will cheer him on as he
pushes back against the Unwanted Ones.

Contributor Bio
Gary Collins was born in Hare Bay, Bonavista North. He spent forty years in the
logging and sawmilling business with his father, Theophilus, and son Clint. Gary
was once Newfoundland’s youngest fisheries guardian. He managed log drives
down spring rivers for years, spent seven seasons driving tractor-trailers over ice
roads and the Beaufort Sea of Canada’s Western Arctic, and has been involved in
the crab, lobster, and cod commercial fisheries. In 2016, he joined the Canadian
Rangers. Gary’s writing career began when he was asked to write eulogies for
deceased friends and family. Now a critically acclaimed author, he has written
twelve books, including the children’s illustrated book What Colour is the Ocean?,
which he co-wrote with his granddaughter, Maggie Rose Parsons. That book won
an Atlantic Book Award: The Lillian Shepherd Memorial Award for Excellence in
Illustration. His book Mattie Mitchell: Newfoundland’s Greatest Frontiersman has
been adapted for film. Gary Collins is Newfoundland and Labrador’s favourite
storyteller, and today he is known all over the province as “the Story Man.” His
favourite pastimes are reading, writing, and playing guitar at his log cabin. He lives
in Hare Bay, Newfoundland, with his wife, the former Rose Gill. They have three
children and three grandchildren.
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Subject

BIOGRAPHY & AUTOBIOGRAPHY /
General

Audience

General Trade

Distributor

Nimbus Publishing

Notes

Priority Area Tags: gender, language

Curriculum Subject: English Language
Arts

Grade Level: 10-12

9781988286006

 English
5.5 x 8.5 in
224 pages
 Pottersfield Press

The Nova Scotia Book of Fathers
Edited by Lesley Choyce   ,  Edited by Julia Swan  
Dec 20, 2016 |  Paperback , Trade |

"Alistair MacLeod was the most deeply satisfied person I ever met," writes
Alexander MacLeod of his father, "and every day I miss his quiet presence in my
life, his unhurried walk, his slow breathing, his certainty." Anne Murray says this
of her father who was a doctor in Springhill: "He was there to save lives and that's
what he did." Carol Bruneau confesses that her father would "throttle" her for
writing an essay about him because "he hated sentimentality."

In this poignant, often funny, and heartfelt collection, Nova Scotia authors and
artists put to the page their thoughts and emotions about their fathers, who
raised, inspired, loved, and taught them -- and occasionally drove them crazy. As
well as MacLeod, Bruneau, and Murray, The Nova Scotia Book of Fathers
includes stories by Harry Thurston, Lorri Neilsen Glenn, Frank Cameron, Joan
Baxter, Jon Tattrie, Bruce Graham, Lesley Choyce, Lenore Zann, David Mossman,
Janice Landry, Lindsay Ruck, Ian Colford, Julia Swan, Craig Flinn, and Daniel Paul.

Here are fathers of all kinds: quiet, thoughtful, wise men; stubborn and
headstrong men; and men whose careers and circumstances called forth public
bravery and heroism. Included too are fathers whose mark on the world is more
private but just as compelling, just as fearless, just as noteworthy. They embody
the strength everyone needs to weather the storms of life, the humour that helps
us to laugh at crucial moments, and the stalwart vision it takes to raise daughters
and sons and send them out into the world.

Contributor Bio
Lesley Choyce is the author of 90 books. He runs Pottersfield Press and teaches at
Dalhousie University. Choyce has won The Dartmouth Book Award, The Atlantic
Poetry Prize and The Ann Connor Brimer Award and has been shortlisted for the
Governor General's Award for his writing.

Julia Swan holds a PhD from Dalhousie University and is an editor with
Pottersfield Press. She co-edited The Mi'Kmaq Anthology Volume 2 with Lesley
Choyce and Theresa Meuse.
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Subject

BIOGRAPHY & AUTOBIOGRAPHY /
General

Audience

General Trade

Distributor

Nimbus Publishing

Notes

Priority Area Tags: race/ethnicity

Curriculum Subject: English Language
Arts, Social Studies

Grade Level: 10-12

9781988286358

 English
6 x 9 in
286 pages
 Pottersfield Press

The Other Side of the Sun
The True Story of One Refugee's Journey
By (author) Thien Tang  
Jul 01, 2018 |  Paperback , Trade |

As one of the boat people refugees, Thien escaped war-torn Vietnam on a
harrowing journey that landed him in a Malaysian refugee camp. Thien Tang had
an ordinary childhood living in South Vietnam until it became a Communist state.
His father feared persecution of his family and sent his fourteen-year-old son into
hiding for over a year. Upon his return, Thien attended a local high school and
found a classmate sweetheart. Life once again was good. But it wasn't meant to
last. Thien was forced to go back into hiding again with no hope of return. Like
thousands of others, he fled Vietnam on a crowded boat in search of a new life.
But first he had to cross the treacherous South China Sea to reach Malaysia.

Thien's ship was attacked by pirates and shot at by police. On land, he and his
fellow refuges were jailed, starved, and beaten, but survival only brought on
tougher challenges. The soldiers forced them at gunpoint back into their damaged
boat to be towed to sea. He sought asylum in the United States but found the
refuge he was seeking in Charlottetown, Prince Edward Island, where he lives
today.

Contributor Bio
Thien Tang is married with two children and currently living in Prince Edward
Island. The Other Side of the Sun is his first book.

Reviews

This is a graphic and beautifully-written account of Thien Tang's 30-month plight
as a refugee from Vietnam during the 'boat people' exodus. It teaches us much
about human resilience, optimism in the face of extraordinary hardship, love, evil
and memory. - Wade MacLauchlan, Premier of Prince Edward Island
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Subject

FICTION / Literary

Audience

General Trade

Distributor

UTP Distribution

Notes

Priority Area Tags: gender, gender
identity, language

Curriculum Subject: English Language
Arts, Social Studies, Science

Grade Level: 10-12

9781773101217

 English
5.5 x 8.5 in
330 pages
 Goose Lane Editions

Rest is Silence
By (author) Scott Fotheringham  
Feb 12, 2019 |  Paperback , Trade |

Amazon.ca First Novel Award 2012, Short-listed

Jim Connors Dartmouth Book Award 2013, Short-listed

Ottawa Book Award 2013, Short-listed

Finalist

Amazon.ca First Novel Award

Jim Connors Dartmouth Book Award

Ottawa Book Award

Corey Doctorow and William Gibson meet Margaret Atwood.

"A fascinating and complex plot. . . . Fotheringham holds the tension to the show-
stopping end." — Chronicle Herald

In the backwoods of Nova Scotia, a man has decided to withdraw from the world
to simplify his life. He builds a cabin and plants a garden. He befriends the few
people he can reach within biking distance — an old man living on the shore and a
woman who may be as damaged as he is. In fits and starts, he recounts a story to
his new friends, a tale of youthful passions, of idealism and rebellion, of love and
of science.

There is a reason for the man's self-enforced exile, one that has implications
beyond the confines of the forest. As news reports trickle in of a brewing
environmental catastrophe on a global scale — a genetically modified strain of
plastic-eating bacteria creating chaos as it devours both waste and material vital
for day-to-day life — the unsettling nature of his confession becomes clear. The
world will never be the same again.

Bold in themes, sensual in language, and astonishing in its implications, The Rest is
Silence is a stunning achievement. Intimate in setting yet grand in scope, Scott
Fotheringham has penned a frighteningly realistic portrait of the consequences
we may all yet face for believing we had the right to crack open Pandora's box.

Contributor Bio
Scott Fotheringham used his experience as a research scientist in New York to
write this novel. He holds a PhD from Cornell University in molecular genetics and
a BSc from the University of Guelph. He left Manhattan and a life in science to live
in the country. He now lives and writes near Ottawa, after a sojourn near Halifax.
He works at Philpott Communications, working with companies in visual effects,
digital camera, broadcast, and manufacturing. The Rest is Silence is his first novel.

Reviews

"If such a thing could be said to specifically exist, this is dystopian CanLit at its 
finest, intimate yet epic; it's a tough combination to pull off, but Fotheringham does 
it incredibly well. ... The ending of the novel, when the reader finally puts the pieces 
together and fully understands what's going on, is utterly shocking. This is CanLit in 
every respect, but it is also speculative literature, genre fiction that deals incredibly 
well with matters of the heart. At its core, it's about relationships, those of fathers, 
sons, daughters and friends, but mostly our relationship to the world around us. A 
finer melding of CanLit and genre fiction would be hard to find. Subtle, 
heartbreaking, chilling, fascinating and confidently written, Fotheringham's debut 
novel is a success on every level." - Brett Alexander Savory, Globe and Mail
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Subject

FICTION / Literary

Audience

General Trade

Distributor

UTP Distribution

Notes

Priority Area Tags: socioeconomic
status, language

Curriculum Subject: English Language
Arts

Grade Level: 10-12

9780864922144

 English
5.5 x 8.5 x 0.76 in
266 pages

 Goose Lane Editions

Silent Partner
By (author) Herb Curtis  
Oct 01, 1996 |  Paperback , Trade |

Corry Quinn starts off on the wrong foot. When he’s very small, his mother dies.
Then his feckless father, heading down the road from his Miramichi village to
Toronto, deposits Corry with his Uncle Kid. Now, this is a pretty good
arrangement: Kid knows full well that Corry’s father will never come back to Silver
Rapids, and he and Corry get along fine. But Corry is a sad young fellow. One
winter day, angry and miserable, he sticks his tongue to an icy railroad spike. By the
time the infection clears up and he gets out of hospital, half his tongue is gone, and
he will never talk properly again. Strangely enough, his accident improves his life.
He and Kid understand each other well, Kid talking, Corry writing notes. Kid is an
ageing hippie with a heart of gold and a shed full of home-grown weed. This, not
Kid’s tiny fishing gear shop, supports the two of them. Eventually, after many
tragicomic adventures involving girls, fish, and the elusive eastern cougar, both Kid
and Corry grow up. Together they find simple yet cunning ways to turn their chub
hole into a magical salmon pool, the shed into a sporting camp, Kid into an outfitter,
and Corry into a man with a voice.

Contributor Bio

Herb Curtis lives in Fredericton but returns home to the Miramichi to guide
visiting anglers during salmon fishing season. He is the author of four novels, The
Silent Partner, The Americans Are Coming, The Last Tasmanian, and The Lone
Angler. His story collection, Luther Corhern’s Salmon Camp Chronicles, was a
finalist for the Stephen Leacock Medal for Humour.

Reviews

"A leading Canadian humorist in the Stephen Leacock tradition." - Canadian
Book Review Annual

251

10-12



Atlantic Publishers Priority Areas Learning Resources 2018: English Language Arts

Subject

FICTION / Literary
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General Trade

Distributor

UTP Distribution

Notes

Priority Area Tags: socioeconomic
status, gender, language

Curriculum Subject: English Language
Arts

Grade Level: 10-12

9780864922700

 English
5 x 7 x 0.4 in
144 pages

 Goose Lane Editions

Summer of Apartment X
By (author) Lesley Choyce  
Jun 01, 1999 |  Paperback , Trade |

Lesley Choyce’s novella The Summer of Apartment X is a beach book for grownups
who remember how they got that way. Fred Winger and his two buddies, Richard
and Brian, intend to take the beach resort town by storm. It’s the fateful summer
between high school and university, early 1970s version. Equipped with two
barely mobile cars and a seized-up MG motor, around which Richard wants to
build an entire sports car, they plan to rent a suave apartment, get cool jobs, meet
girls, and lose their virginity. Dream and reality diverge immediately. 307 1/2
Hibiscus Street is an old triplex subdivided for summer tenants into a self-
contained ghetto. The only window in Apartment X is in the kitchenette, and the
entrance is through the outdoor shower used by the entire building. The friends
find work: Brian cleans the parking lot and grill of a grease-encrusted burger joint,
and Richard preens himself on his lofty — though brief — position as a lifeguard.
Fred replaces the drunken usher at the Queen Theatre, where monsters slavering
over shrieking blondes and Annette Funicello’s bursting brassiere entertain
necking teens and "pervs" too timid to patronize real porn flicks. Fred’s feelings for
his chameleon girlfriend lurch from love to lust to horror, depending on whether
she’s demurely selling movie tickets, acting out erotic fantasies about saving the
world on the back seat of a school bus, or sharing the shower with Brian. The
Summer of Apartment X lurks in everyone’s past: the first foray beyond the view of
elders, the first attempt at self-support, the shocking recognition that adulthood
involves more than sand, sex, and cars. Lesley Choyce recreates this exhilarating
terror in the Technicolor of a B-movie poster, nostalgia undercut at every turn by
ebullient humour.

Contributor Bio

No one has a clearer view of Atlantic Canada’s literary endeavours over the past
twenty years than Lesley Choyce. He is the founder of the literary journal
Pottersfield Portfolio, and the publisher of Pottersfield Press. He has edited
several fiction anthologies and has been the in-house editor of many books from
Pottersfield Press including Making Waves, a collection of stories by emerging
authors from Atlantic Canada. He is the author of more than fifty books in genres
ranging from poetry and essays to autobiography, history and fiction for adults,
young adults, and children. Among his recent books are the novels The Republic of
Nothing, World Enough, and Cold Clear Morning, and the story collection Dance
the Rocks Ashore. Choyce is the writer, host, and co-producer of the popular
literary show television program, Off the Page with Lesley Choyce, which is
broadcast across the country on Vision TV. He also teaches in the English
department of Dalhousie University in Halifax and is leader of the rock band The
Surf Poets.

Reviews

"Delightfully rambunctious ... a comedic treat ... Cannily deploys and turns on their
heads all of the standard elements of the nostalgic coming of age tale ... Nobody
would want to live in Apartment X, but it's a fun place to visit." - Pottersfield
Portfolio

"Realistic characters with dialogue that rings true ... a heartfelt story with which
many readers will be able to identify." - Canadian Book Review Annual
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FICTION / Literary

Audience

General Trade

Distributor

UTP Distribution

Notes

Priority Area Tags: gender, language,
ethnicity, socioeconomic status

Curriculum Subject: English Language
Arts

Grade Level: 10-12

9780864924193

 English
5.5 x 8.5 x 0.36 in
113 pages

 Goose Lane Editions

Tale of Don L'Orignal
By (author) Antonine Maillet   ,  Translated by Barbara Godard  
Jul 30, 2004 |  Paperback , Trade |

Winner of the 1979 Governor General’s Award for fiction, Antonine Maillet’s
virtuoso creation, The Tale of Don L’Orignal, is now back in print. Maillet’s tale
begins one day, not so very long ago but back in the youth of the world, when a
hay-covered island materialized off shore, an island populated by fleas who soon
took human form. The leader of this uncouth crew of have-nots, Don l’Orignal,
wore a moose-antler crown as his badge of office. At his right hand were his brave
lieutenants: his son, Noume, and his general, Michel-Archange. The general’s wife,
the doughty charwoman, spy, and rabble-rouser La Sagouine, had one finger in
every pie and one raised to her neighbour, La Sainte. The Flea Islanders were
constantly at odds with the almost as clever but far more civilized upper crust of
the mainland village: the mayoress, the schoolteacher, the merchant, the banker.
When they invaded and tried to steal a keg of molasses, the outcome of the mock-
heroic battle was unclear, except that La Sainte’s son, the hapless young Citrouille,
and Adeline, the merchant’s lovely daughter, had fallen in love. With the insider’s
accumulation of oral history, gossip, and shrewd hindsight, Antonine Maillet has
conjured up a fictional Acadia that her ancestors would relish. Perhaps those who
could read it would have even understood it: she wrote Don l’Orignal in a version
of 16th-century domestic French that she adapted for modern readers. In this far-
fetched, but always entertaining fable, Maillet holds up a mirror to Acadian history
and to an all too fallible human nature.

Contributor Bio

Born in Bouctouche, New Brunswick, Antonine Maillet is one of Canada’s best-
known writers, both at home and abroad. She is the author of children’s books, radio 
and television scripts, more than a dozen plays, many adult novels, and the unique 
La Sagouine, the irreverent charwoman’s monologue that has become a Canadian 
favourite. Among Maillet’s numerous awards are the Prix Champlain for Pointe-
aux-Coques, le Grand Prix de la Ville de Montréal and le Prix France-Acadie for 
Mariaagélas, the Governor General’s Award for Don L’Orignal, and the much 
coveted Prix Goncourt for Pélagie-la-Charrette, the first Prix Goncourt awarded to 
a writer who was not a French citizen.
Barbara Godard teaches English and Women’s Studies at York University. 
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General Trade
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UTP Distribution

Notes

Priority Area Tags: ethnicity, language

Curriculum Subject: Englsh Language
Arts, Social Studies - History

Grade Level: 10-12

9780864929662

 English
5 x 8 x 0.87 in
360 pages
 Goose Lane Editions

Water Beetles
By (author) Michael Kaan  
Apr 11, 2017 |  Paperback , Trade |

Amazon Canada First Novel Award 2018, Winner

Governor General's Award for Fiction 2017, Short-listed

A Walter Scott Prize Academy Recommended Historical Novel 2017,
Commended

Eileen McTavish Sykes Award for Best First Book 2018, Short-listed

Margaret Laurence Award for Fiction 2018, Winner

McNally Robinson Book of the Year 2018, Winner

Winner, 2018 Amazon Canada First Novel Award

Winner, 2018 McNally Robinson Book of the Year

Winner, 2018 Margaret Laurence Award for Fiction

Shortlisted, 2017 Governor General's Award for Fiction

Shortlisted, 2018 Eileen McTavish Sykes Award for Best First Book

A National Post Best Book of 2017

A Walter Scott Prize Academy Recommended Historical Novel of 2017

On CBC Books' list of writers to watch in 2018

The Leung family leads a life of secluded luxury in Hong Kong. But in December
1941, the Empire of Japan invades the colony. The family is quickly dragged into a
spiral of violence, repression, and starvation. To survive, they entomb themselves
and their friends in the Leung mansion. But this is only a temporary reprieve, and
the Leungs are forced to send their children away.

The youngest boy, Chung-Man, escapes with some of his siblings, and together
they travel deep into the countryside to avoid the Japanese invaders. Thrown into
a new world, Chung-Man befriends a young couple who yearn to break free of
their rural life. But their friendship ends when the Japanese arrive, and Chung-
Man is once again taken captive. Unwittingly and willingly, he enters a new cycle
of violence and punishment, until he finally breaks free from his captors and
returns to Hong Kong.

Deeply scarred, Chung-Man drifts along respectfully and dutifully, enveloped by
the unspoken vestiges of war. It is only as he leaves home once again — this time
for university in America — that he finally glimpses a way to keep living with his
troubled and divided self.

Contributor Bio
Michael Kaan was born in Winnipeg, the second child of a father from Hong Kong
and a Canadian mother. He completed a degree in English from the University of
Manitoba, later completing an MBA in Health Economics from the same institution.
He has worked as a healthcare administrator since 2000, primarily in mental
health and health research. He currently manages a mental health clinic. His father
died in 2006, and Michael came into possession of his memoirs shortly thereafter.
The Water Beetles is his first novel.

Reviews

"Kaan has created a narrator who reveals his dramatic tale with such anguish and 
ironic restraint that truth-revealing consequences — the prickly truths of being 
inescapably human — are driven deeper into a reader’s heart. A work most 
deserving of serious attention." - Wayson Choy, Toronto Star
"Kaan has created a narrator who reveals his dramatic tale with such anguish and 
ironic restraint that truth-revealing consequences — the prickly truths of being 
inescapably human — are driven deeper into a reader’s heart. A work most 
deserving of serious attention." - Judy Fong Bates, Winnipeg Free Press

literary derring-do." - Bert Archer, Toronto Star
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Subject

FICTION / Short Stories

Audience

General Trade

Distributor

Nimbus Publishing Ltd

Notes

Priority Area Tags: socioeconomic
status

Curriculum Subject: English Language
Arts

Grade Level: 10-12

9781895415926

 English
6 x 9 x 0.63 in
273 pages
 Breton Books

Woman From Away
By (author) Tessie Gillis  
Apr 05, 2010 |  Paperback , Trade |

Born in 1910 Montana, Tessie Gillis in the 1950s came with her husband Joe to
Rear Glencoe in Inverness County to live the hard,satisfying life of rural Cape
Breton. Illness finally gave her the opportunity to write, and her friend and editor
Evelyn Garbary helped her bloom into one of Cape Breton's finest writers.
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Subject

FICTION / Science Fiction / Time
Travel

Audience

Young Adult

Distributor

UTP Distribution

Notes

Priority Area Tags: language

Curriculum Subject: English Language
Arts

Grade Level: 10-12

9781550814712

 English
5.5 x 8.5 x 0.75 in
272 pages
 Breakwater Books Ltd.

Time of Treason
By (author) Susan MacDonald  
May 20, 2014 |  Paperback , Trade |

Picking up where Edge of Time left off, Time of Treason continues the story of Riley
and Alec, otherwise normal teens whose special genetic traits grant them powers
they are only now learning to control – powers that also make them targets for the
extraterrestrial Tyons. Riley and Alec travel back in time to the start of their
adventures, courtesy of Alec’s creepy time shifting abilities. But instead of fixing
things, it’s made everything much worse. The Tyons tracked their time shift and are
hot on their heels, and Rhozan is back, more dangerous than ever. After a brazen
attack, Alec finds himself out of the frying pan and definitely into the fire. Can Riley
save him? Or is Alec just a pawn of time?

Contributor Bio

Susan M. MacDonald is the author of one previous book of YA Science Fiction, the
Moonbeam-award winner, Edge of Time. She is married, has two children, two
dogs, a fluctuating number of goldfish, and lives in St. John’s, Newfoundland.
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Subject

DRAMA / LGBT

Audience

General Trade

Distributor

UTP Distribution

Notes

Priority Area Tags: gender
identity/sexual orientation

Curriculum Subject: English Language
Arts

Grade Level: 10-12

9781550817621

 English
5 x 8 x 0.25 in
48 pages
 Breakwater Books
 BWB

transVersing
Stories by Today's Trans Youth
By (author) For the Love of Learning
Oct 30, 2018 |  Paperback , Trade |

Originally produced for the stage by Artistic Fraud of Newfoundland and For the
Love of Learning, transVersing features some of Newfoundland’s most vibrant and
necessary trans-youth voices. Gathering the work of Violet Drake, Daze Jefferies,
Fionn Shea, Perin Squires, Taylor Stocks, and Dane Woodland, and including the
dramatic text by Berni Stapleton and Sharon King-Campbell, transVersing is where
Shakespeare meets slam poetry and the fiddle meets soapbox rant. These are the
creative and courageous voices charting our course to understanding and social
justice for all.

Contributor Bio
FOR THE LOVE OF LEARNING is an arts-based, charitable organization in St.
John’s serving youth between the ages of 15-30, who are working to successfully
overcome social and/or economic obstacles.
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Subject

JUVENILE FICTION / Science Fiction

Audience

General Trade

Distributor

UTP Distribution

Notes

Priority Area Tags: language

Curriculum Subject: English Language
Arts

Grade Level: 10-12

9781550817287

 English
5.5 x 8.5 x 0.5 in
272 pages
 Breakwater Books
 Breakwater Books Ltd

Treason's Edge
By (author) Susan MacDonald  
Aug 22, 2018 |  Paperback , Trade |

Being a teenager is hard enough. It’s even more difficult when you have
supernatural powers you barely understand. Now that Alec and his terrifying
abilities are under the control of the traitorous Anna, it’s up to Riley to save her
friend before the entire world comes undone. And she’s running out of time.

Contributor Bio
Susan Macdonald’s Edge of Time, the first book in The Tyon Collective series, won
The Moonbeam Award (US) for best young-adult science fiction. Book two, Time of
Treason, was shortlisted for the Bruneau Family Foundation Children’s/YA
Literature Award. She’s married, has two children, two dogs, and lives in St. John’s.
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Subject

YOUNG ADULT FICTION /
Romance / LGBT

Audience

Young Adult

Audience range

Age (years) from 13 - 18, Grade (US)
exact 5, Reading age from 9 - 10

Reading Levels

Lexile measure: HL550L

Distributor

Formac Lorimer Book Distributing
Ltd.

Distributor

Lerner Publisher Services

Notes

Priority Area Tags: sexual orientation,
ethnicity, socioeconomic status, gender

Curriculum Subject: English Language
Arts

Grade Level: 10-12

9781459412552

 English
5.25 x 7.5 x 0.5 in
184 pages
 Lorimer
 James Lorimer & Company Ltd.,

Publishers

Lorimer Real Love

True to You
By (author) Tony Correia  
Aug 15, 2017 |  Paperback , Trade |

Jorge Gomez is a gay teen from a working-class family who is expelled from
school after fighting with bullies on behalf of another kid. He starts training to
become a pro wrestler, and finds that he has the talent that could make it a
promising career. At the first wrestling show Jorge attends, he meets Thom, who
is from a politically active upper middle-class family. It's a case of opposites
attracting, but Jorge feels threatened when he learns that Thom's ex-boyfriend is
determined to win Thom back.

Jorge tries to reconcile his sexual orientation with the image and loyalty
demanded of a career as a wrestler. Looking to jumpstart his career, he switches
to a wrestling club that promises to make him a star. When he adopts a
flamboyantly gay "bad guy" wrestling persona, Thom calls him out for promoting
homophobia. Jorge reacts badly with the result that he is kicked out of the club
and is dumped by Thom. The crisis leads Jorge to find a way to be true to himself
and who he is, and to reconcile with Thom.

Contributor Bio

TONY CORREIA lives in Vancouver, B.C. He has worked as a waiter, bartender,
bouncer, barista, receptionist, and recently, a technical writer for a software
company. His newspaper column, Queen's Logic, ran in Xtra! West for five years.
He is the author of the Lorimer Real Love novel Same Love. His memoir Foodsluts
at Doll & Penny's Cafe was published in 2012. Follow Tony on Twitter and
Instagram @garpinbc or on his blog, www.everythingtonycorreia.com.

Reviews

"I would hope that high school libraries and public libraries would include this
novel in their collections for those hoping for a quick and engaging read." - Rob
Bittner,, CM: Canadian Review of Materials

"... the plot moves along quickly. I think this novel is best suited to high school
students who may struggle with anger management, or who may want to learn
more about exploring their sexuality and relationships." Resource Links Rating
G - Good, even great at times, generally useful!
- Sarah Atkinson,, Resource Links
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Subject

YOUNG ADULT FICTION / General

Audience

Young Adult

Distributor

Nimbus Publishing

Notes

Priority Area Tags: ability/disablility,
language

Curriculum Subject: Health Education,
English Language Arts

Grade Level: 10-12,7-9

9780995938441

 English
6 x 8 x 0.56 in
224 pages
 Chocolate River Publishing

Under the Floorboard
By (author) Wendy Ranby  
Sep 20, 2018 |  Paperback , Trade |

15-year-old Aileen never feels good enough to please her mother. When she pries
up the floorboard at her aunt's house, she sheds a light on the dark secret she
worked so hard to forget. Why does no one ever talk about her baby sister Claire
and what happened to her?

Then her mother announces she's pregnant and starts acting strange. After the
baby is born, her mother descends into a depression, and Aileen has to cope with
the effect this has on both her and her family. Life isn't easy when your parent has
a mental health issue. Especially when no one talks to you about it. Honesty is
tough. Is it possible her mother has secrets of her own and is Aileen ready for the
truth? Miscommunications abound, but underneath there is love—even if it is
hard to feel it sometimes.

Contributor Bio
Wendy Ranby is a teacher with over 25 years of experience teaching "literally
every grade". She currently teaches grade 8 and is inspired every day by the life
force of adolescents. She recently received her Masters of Education degree in
Counselling Psychology from the University of Toronto and has also taken
Creative Writing courses from U of T. Wendy enjoys travelling, rooting for the
Blue Jays, working out with her golden retriever, and family time with her husband
and three grown children. Under the Floorboard is her debut novel, but she has
kept a journal since she was a young child. She was born and raised in Rothesay,
New Brunswick and now lives in Tottenham, Ontario.
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Subject

POETRY / General

Audience

General Trade

Distributor

Nimbus Publishing Ltd.

Notes

Priority Area Tags: language, religion

Curriculum Subject: English Language
Arts

Grade Level: 10-12

9781927502112

 English
5.5 x 7.75 x 0.25 in
74 pages
 Acorn Press

Variations on Blue
By (author) Pam Martin  
Oct 03, 2013 |  Paperback , Trade |

This year's poetry book by an Island writer is by former P.E.I. bookseller Pam
Martin; this is her first book. As a child Pam Martin had four very sudden and
unexpected encounters with death. These experiences shaped her emotional life as
she struggled to understand them and to find beauty in a world that seemed
fraught with peril. The poems also examine, with delicacy and humour, the world
she encountered as a teenager, a social worker and a wife.

Contributor Bio
Pam Martin has had a varied career which includes working at Ottawa’s first
coffee house, Le Hibou, modelling in Toronto, managing a bookstore in Victoria,
B.C., tree planting in PEI, being an entrepreneur (The Good Life Health Food Store
and The Reading Well Bookstore), Level 3 Foster Parent, student, Social Worker
and of course, poet. Recently, she spent five years in La Ronge, northern
Saskatchewan where she worked as a Mental Health Social Worker and fell in love
with the north. Pam, her husband Reji and three dogs live in Charlottetown where
she is currently working on some northern poems and a novel set in, of all places,
East Texas
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Subject

HISTORY / Canada / Post-
Confederation

Audience

General Trade

Distributor

Nimbus Publishing

Notes

Priority Area Tags: socioeconomic
status

Curriculum Subject: English Language
Arts, Social Studies - History

Grade Level: 10-12

9781771084505

 English
5.75 x 8.5 x 0.5 in
160 pages
 Nimbus Publishing

Vintage Christmas
Holiday Stories From Rural PEI
By (author) Marlene Campbell  
Sep 30, 2016 |  Paperback , Trade |

Travel back in time to when Christmas was a simple affair: children were content
to receive an apple, an orange, or a piece of barley candy in their stockings;
clothes, meals, and decorations were all homemade; and it was time spent with
family—not expensive gifts—that warmed hearts during the holiday season.

This nostalgic collection recalls Christmas celebrations of the 1930s, ’40s, ’50s,
and ’60s, transporting readers to the unheated farmhouse bedrooms and cozy
barn stalls of rural Prince Edward Island, and the thrilling “big-city” department
store visits to nearby Summerside. It turns out one thing has not changed: the
most memorable part of any Christmas cannot be bought and sold.

Includes eighteen non-fiction stories, collected and retold by scriptwriter,
playwright, and historical author Marlene Campbell.

Contributor Bio

Marlene Campbell grew up in the 1960s and ‘70s in Lot 16, Prince Edward
Island, and enjoyed listening to stories of the adults around her. She has a degree
in political science and has worked in a number of fields, including cultural
programming. Her interest in writing has led her to create radio dramas, historical
vignettes, film scripts, a full-length play, and three earlier books that reflect PEI
history. She lives in Tyne Valley, PEI.
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Subject

JUVENILE FICTION / Family /
Adoption

Audience

General Trade

Distributor

Nimbus Publishing Ltd.

Notes

Priority Area Tags: ability/disability,
socioeconomic status

Curriculum Subject: Health education,
English Language Arts

Grade Level: 10-12

9781927502570

 English
8 x 5.5 in
180 pages

 Acorn Press

Waiting for Still Water
By (author) Susan White  
May 01, 2016 |  Paperback , Trade |

These are the rules at foster mother Amelia’s farm—the rules that saved Rachel
when she first came to stay at Walton Lake as a troubled girl. Now, after a
horrifying crisis at work, Rachel has run back to the farm again. But she doesn’t
find the peace she’s hoping for. There are new fostered teens at the farm, all with
their own demons, and the sprawling family she became a part of at Amelia’s farm
seems to be full of heartbreak and worry.
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Subject

POETRY / Caribbean & Latin
American

Audience

General Trade

Distributor

UTP Distribution

Notes

Priority Area Tags: ethnicity, language

Curriculum Subject: English Language
Arts, Social Studies - African Canadian
Studies

Grade Level: 10-12

9780864921994

 English
6 x 9 x 0.64 in
184 pages

 Goose Lane Editions

Wheel and Come Again
An Anthology of Reggae Poetry
Edited by Kwame Dawes  
Jun 01, 1998 |  Paperback , Trade |

The beat and language of reggae arose from the Jamaican countryside and the
sidewalks of Kingston, but they’re basic for the poets represented in Wheel and
Come Again. This remains true even though the poets’ personal worlds range from
the street to the university and from the tropics to Toronto, New York, and
London. Wheel and Come Again features works by 28 poets of Caribbean origin;
some remain in the islands, and others have migrated to North America and
Britain. The book includes works by Canadian poets such as Rachel Manley, Afua
Cooper, Lillian Allen, Olive Senior, and Clifton Joseph; UK poets including Linton
Kwesi Johnson and Jean "Binta" Breeze; US writers Rohan B. Preston, Fred
d’Aguiar, and others; and Island poets such as Anthony MacNeill and Lorna
Goodison.

Contributor Bio

Kwame Dawes is truly a poet with an international voice and a burgeoning
international reputation. Dawes was born in Ghana of Jamaican parents and grew
up in Jamaica. He spent time as a child in England, and later studied and taught at
the University of New Brunswick in Fredericton. He is the founder and lead
singer of Ujaama, a reggae band that reunited in 2000 to open the Harvest Jazz
and Blues Festival in Fredericton. Now a professor of post-colonial literature at
the University of South Carolina, Dawes is a frequent presence on the Canadian
cultural scene as a consultant on race relations and the arts, and as a
commentator on CBC Radio. Dawes’s first collection of poetry, Progeny of Air,
won England’s Forward Poetry Prize in 1994. Since then, he has published five
collections, including the widely praised Resisting the Anomie. Kwame Dawes is
also the editor of Talk Yuh Talk, a collection of interviews with Caribbean poets,
and Wheel and Come Again, the landmark anthology of reggae poetry.

Reviews

"A spiralling freefall through the cross-faded currents of the Caribbean poetic
impulse, from high-hat writers to the melting bottom of a one-drop groove." —
Colin Channer
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Subject

FICTION / Coming of Age

Audience

Juvenile

Distributor

Nimbus Publishing Ltd.

Notes

Priority Area Tags: race, religion,
ethnicity

Curriculum Subject: English Language
Arts

Grade Level: 10-12 

9781772760026

 English
6.75 x 9 in
276 pages
 MacIntyre Purcell Publishing

Findrinny Fair (Where the Rivers Meet)
By (author) Danny Gillis  
Sep 23, 2016 | Paperback , Trade |
Strange, even deadly, encounters happen when young Tommy Caffrey is left alone 
with the Mi’kmaq tomahawk he found. Set in a mythical northern Cape Breton 
town, Findrinny Fair is a coming-of-age story told against the backdrop of religious 
and racial conflict that occurs when gold is discovered on Indigenous land.

Contributor Bio

Danny Gillis has written for magazines and newspapers for more than two
decades. He is a respected author and editor. Findrinny Fair is a special book by a
special talent and will firmly establish Gillis as a master storyteller and one of the
most important and engaging voices to come out of the region in years.

Reviews

MESMERIZING

"Gillis introduces us to a cast of characters as original as they are familiar, as
humorous as they are insightful. With an often mesmerizing frenzy of words and
images, Gillis weaves geography and communities, the beauty and cruelty of
youth, corporate exploitation and indigenous tragedy, into an unforgettable and
extremely entertaining tale."
-- Frank Macdonald is the award winning author of A Forest for Calum and A
Possible Madness, both long-listed for the International IMPAC Dublin Literary
Award.

REMARKABLE
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Subject

FICTION / Short Stories

Audience

General Trade

Distributor

Nimbus Publishing Ltd.

Notes

Priority Area Tags: race, socioeconomic
status

Curriculum Subject: Social Studies -
Mi''kmaq Studies, English Language
Arts, Art Education, Social Studies

Grade Level: 10-12

9781926908076

 English
5.5 x 8.5 x 0.5 in
170 pages
 Breton Books

White Eyes 16 Stories
By (author) Larry Gibbons  
Nov 01, 2011 |  Paperback , Trade |

Larry Gibbons spent ten years on a Mi’kmaw reserve—held there by his love for a
woman, not by any typical white role such as priest or social worker or teacher.
Stirred by the tenderness, tenacity, and flexibility of Mi’kmaw extended family,
and challenged by a native spirituality so different from his own upbringing,
Gibbons found his voice as a writer. Out of that he created the remarkable stories
in White Eyes. In a writing style that is casual but rigorous, Gibbons’ voice—always
passionate, often confused, frequently marvelously comedic—offers a unique
bridge between white and native culture, even as he entertains with a sharp, self-
deprecating eye.

Contributor Bio
A graduate of Queen’s University and St. Lawrence College, Larry Gibbons is a
former library clerk, photo technologist, and veterinary technologist. A book lover,
enthusiastic hiker, and passionate writer, he is devoted to the woods and to Cape
Breton Island.
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Subject

BIOGRAPHY & AUTOBIOGRAPHY /
Women

Audience

General Trade

Distributor

Nimbus Publishing Ltd.

Notes

Priority Area Tags: gender, 
socioeconomic status

Curriculum Subject: English Language 
Arts, Social Studies - History

Grade Level: 10-12

9781771083379

 English
5.5 x 8.5 x 0.5 in
240 pages
 Nimbus Publishing

Years Before Anne (new edition)
By (author) Francis Bolger  
Jun 22, 2015 |  Paperback , Trade |

Lucy Maud Montgomery (1874-1942) is best known for Anne of Green Gables,
first published in 1908, but her literary career was firmly established before this
endearing novel brought her international acclaim. Her letters to her friends
Penzie Macneill and Ephraim Weber add a rich dimension to her character, while
her short stories, serials, and poems illustrate the gradual unfolding of a
remarkable talent.

Her family and island life contributed immensely to this literary development. The
Montgomerys, who were at the heart of the island's social and political life,
provided the subject matter, while her talent for writing came from her mother's
family, the Macneills, who produced writers, poets, and satirists. And growing up
surrounded by the pastoral beauty of the countryside and the sparkling waters of
the sea, she wrote, "Were it not for those Cavendish years, I do not think Anne of
Green Gables would ever have been written."

Francis W. P. Bolger, who teaches history at the University of Prince Edward
Island, has compiled an informative and complete picture of the fascinating life
and brilliant career of Lucy Maud Montgomery, drawing on her scrapbooks,
letters, diaries, photos and conversations with family members.
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Subject

FICTION / Literary

Audience

General Trade

Distributor

UTP Distribution

Notes

Priority Area Tags: socioeconomic
status, language

Curriculum Subject: English Language
Arts

Grade Level: 10-12

9780864926685

 English
5.5 x 8.5 x 0.78 in
328 pages

 Goose Lane Editions

YOU comma Idiot
By (author) Doug Harris  
Feb 17, 2012 |  Paperback , Trade |

The slacker novel of the decade. Marginalized and alienated, perennial fuck-up Lee
Goodstone is a resounding zero: a small-time hash-dealing slacker with no
ambition about where his life isn’t going. One morning, Honey, his best friend’s
girlfriend, inexplicably jumps into bed with him. Then another friend, Henry, is
accused of kidnapping a teenaged girl no one knew he was seeing. Lee gets
embroiled in the mêlee, finds himself making flip remarks to the media, and his
mediocre existence officially spirals out of control. Told in the second person, YOU
comma Idiot is a laugh-out-loud flight on the wings of the protagonist. The roller-
coaster ride of a plot leads at breakneck speed to places even Lee can’t anticipate.

Contributor Bio

At 24, Doug Harris co-wrote and directed the feature film Remembering Mel,
which became a cult classic. Today he runs an award-winning video production
company, Hot Spots Productions, in Montreal. His first novel, YOU comma Idiot,
will be released in French under the title, T’es Con, in February 2012.

Reviews

"As reader, we are both trapped inside Lee's vision of the world, and watching
Harris get it all down with delicious verve and wit. ... I found this a brave book. A
hyper-lucid guy plays against the odds, bats out of his league and survives to tell
the tale, just." - roverarts.com

"By the end of the novel, Lee felt like an old-friend, someone that I had run into
again after a long time and spent the day reminiscing with. Harris's book is a
surprisingly meaningful work. ... YOU comma Idiot is mostly a really fun and
engaging read, and a welcome break from all the other 'eccentric' or 'quirky'
novels out there, overbearing in their attempts at literary greatness through
offbeat realism." - McGill Daily

"More entertaining and relevant than any of the books that won Canadian
literary prizes in 2010." - Brian Fawcett, dooneyscafe.com
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Subject

YOUNG ADULT FICTION /
Romance / Contemporary

Audience

Young Adult

Audience range

Age (years) from 13 - 18, Grade (US)
exact 4, Reading age from 8 - 9

Reading Levels

Lexile measure: HL500L

Distributor

Formac Lorimer Book Distributing
Ltd.

Distributor

Lerner Publisher Services

Notes

Priority Area Tags: sexual orientation,
ethnicity, gender

Curriculum Subject: English Language
Arts

Grade Level: 10-12

9781459412583

 English
5.25 x 7.5 x 0.5 in
184 pages
 Lorimer
 James Lorimer & Company Ltd.,

Publishers

Lorimer Real Love

You're You
By (author) Mette Bach  
Aug 15, 2017 |  Paperback , Trade |

In this book author Mette Bach offers a believable portrayal of an LGBTQ teen
who has always identified as a lesbian. When she finds herself attracted to a
South Asian boy, she comes to a new identity for herself as bisexual.

17-year-old Freyja is outspokenly lesbian and politically active about LGBTQ
issues at her school's Gay-Straight Alliance. When her girlfriend Rachel breaks up
with her, she suspends her work on the online video blog they created together to
celebrate their pride. Instead she starts volunteering at the local food bank. But
she can't figure out why the team leader at the food bank, a guy named Sanjay,
doesn't seem to approve of her.

Freyja learns about food justice, and becomes attracted to Sanjay's passion for
the cause. As her friendship with Sanjay grows, she realizes that they connect in a
way she never did with Rachel. But can Freyja be in love with Sanjay if she
identifies as a lesbian? When members of her school's GSA assume that Freyja
has "gone straight" and oppose her leadership of the group, Freyja has to choose
between sticking with her old idea of herself — and taking a chance on love.

Contributor Bio

METTE BACH was born in Denmark and raised in Delta, B.C. She is the author of
the teen novels Love is Love, Femme, and Killer Drop. She lives in Vancouver,
where she teaches ESL to high school students and runs a meal program for
homeless and at-risk youth at Directions Youth Services.

Reviews

"A fast-paced plot and clearly delineated characters examine a gender issue that
is often not addressed in the quest for acceptance of LGBTQ young people:
discomfort with bisexuality ... For this reason alone, I will include this title in my
library collection." - Wendy Phillips, teacher-librarian,, CM: Canadian Review
of Materials

"This novel flows quickly, and would be suitable for high school students who may
be struggling with shaping their identity and sexuality, who may be curious about
the heaviness of the political state of the world, or who may be dealing with a
breakup." ."
Resource Links Rating G - Good, even great at times, generally
useful!
- Sarah Atkinson,, Resource Links
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